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  All characters appearing in this work are fictitious.




  Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.




   




  Characters, by order of appearance




  - Florence Assimwe:




   




  The heroine of the play. She is Isabelle Mascotte’s Ugandan help. Florence is much talked about but she is never seen which makes her even more present.




  - Isabelle Mascotte:




   




  The French Personal Assistant to the French Ambassador in Kampala, Uganda.




  - Jackson Lwanga:




   




  A Ugandan Associate Professor at the Faculty of Geography of Makerere University and Isabelle’s friend.




  - Achilles Mutebi:




   




  The Ugandan press attaché at the French Embassy and Isabelle’s friend.




  - Sarah Pickled:




   




  The English Personal Assistant to the High Commissioner of the United Kingdom in Kampala and Isabelle’s friend.




  - Annette Namubiru:




   




  A Ugandan final year student in political science at Makerere University and Isabelle’s friend.




   




  - Professor Villain:




   




  A French anthropologist on a mission to Uganda.




  - Rafiki:




   




  Isabelle’s cat.




  - Liz Dim:




   




  The American Personal Assistant to the American Ambassador in Kampala.




  - One handsome Ugandan barman.




  - The French Ambassador in Kampala.




  - Anne-Gertrude Vanmercke:




   




  The Belgian Ambassador in Kampala.




  - Christine Lure:




   




  An English woman in Kampala.




  - Charles Capulet:




   




  The security officer at the French Embassy in Kampala.




  - The Ugandan Minister of Disaster and National Calamities.




  - Some guests at the cocktail party.




   




  Prologue




  CHARACTERS




  - Isabelle




  It is a monologue. She is setting the table for dinner.




  SETTING




  Isabelle’s nice flat in Kampala. The dining-room, a table with six chairs, two shelves, one sofa. Outside the window, some very beautiful exotic trees can be seen, some items from Banana Boat (a very popular local arts and crafts shop in Uganda), one tablecloth, six serviettes, one saltcellar, etc… so that Isabelle keeps her hands busy as she is delivering her monologue and some very impressive posters of Uganda Wildlife Authority with, as a legend, “Uganda - The Pearl of Africa”.




  Isabelle




  Florence annoyed me a lot again this morning.




  Isabelle, imitating the haughty and ironical air and the perfect posh English accent of Florence




  Honestly, a personal assistant to a French ambassador cannot dress as short, can she? Especially, when she is no spring chicken anymore.




  Isabelle, sounding annoyed but amused at the same time




  She gets on my nerves this one when she plays the fine lady in her always impeccable suits. And I cannot stand her air of superiority when she insists on correcting my English accent. She is so irritating and very arrogant indeed.




  Isabelle, visibly very apt to self-derision




  She keeps making fun of me and calling me a retarded teenager and saying that by refusing to get old, I ridicule myself. When I am exercising, she comes from behind to feel my spare tyre.




  Isabelle, imitating a very teasing Florence




  You must come to terms with it. It won’t go anymore, it is fat that is too old.




  Isabelle, directly to the public




  She is just unsufferably impertinent! Do you know what she had the cheek to tell me lately? She said that the white people get old very quickly.




  Isabelle, imitating a mocking Florence




  By forty something, they are all wrinkled already.




  A derisive Isabelle to the public




  In the good old days, she would have been flogged for her insolence but times have changed and I had to content myself to retort, firstly, it is no true at all, furthermore, the white, as far as they are concerned, by forty, are by and large still mostly all alive. Smack in the face! Don’t look at me like this, I know it was rather uncharitable of me, but sometimes, she pushes you to breaking point. We love squabbling a lot. Last week, she could not prevent herself from jeering at my new gym method book, arguing that like all the others it will very soon end up on a shelf covered in dust.




  Isabelle, very sardonically




  I’d just like to point out that if such is the case, it would mean that the cleaning in this house is not properly done, and to the price I pay you, it is an utter shame! I told her.




  Isabelle to the public




  She burst out laughing and said: Well said! We’re even!




  Isabelle has a look at her watch




  Gosh! Time to have a shower! They will be arriving soon.




   




  Isabelle goes in the bathroom and she can be heard singing “La vie en rose” by Edith Piaf.




   




   




  Act I




  The dinner




  CHARACTERS




  - Isabelle Mascotte




  - Jackson Lwanga




  - Achilles Mutebi




  - Sarah Pickled




  - Annette Namubiru




  - Professor Villain. He is as thin as a rake.




  - Rafiki




  SETTING




  Isabelle’s dining-room.




  BACKGROUND SOUNDS




  The call to prayer from the neighbouring mosque, the carillon of the High Court, the lunatic so-called born again prophet screaming: “Jesus loves you! Repent or you will die”, and above all, the terrible traffic, the boda-bodas (taxi motorcycles), the many songs of birds (Plantain Eaters, Adada Ibises, Grey parrots, Ross’s Turacoes), trying hard to be overheard over their harsh competitor which is the utter chaos of Crazy Kampala. An infernal hubbub.




  PROLOGUE




  Isabelle is still in the bathroom getting ready for dinner. She is singing “La vie en rose” by Edith Piaf at the top of her voice.




  SCENE 1




  Scene 1 starts with the door bell’s ringing.




  Isabelle shouting




  I’m coming!




  The door bell rings again.




  Isabelle growls and shouts even louder




  I’m coming! For God’s sake! Who can already be there? Typical of Jackson! Always on time that one!




  A hairdryer can be heard. The door bell rings again and again.




  Isabelle rushes out of the bathroom, wrapped in a bath towel, her hair still wet.




  Isabelle to herself




  That Jackson, I really wonder why this one persists in keeping time.




  Isabelle finally opens the door. Jackson enters. He is quite small. Dressed like a university teacher he is. He is wearing cream cotton trousers, a white shirt, and he is carrying his laptop of course.




  Jackson




  Why on earth did it take you so long to open the door? Am I that early? You said 7 pm, didn’t you?




  Isabelle




  Na, na, na! Jackson, you are decidedly very annoying. Sorry, I have to dress. Can you please finish setting the table, you will be a darling.




  Jackson takes the plates in the cupboard, sets the table, gives the floor a quick sweep. It is very obvious that he is everything but a macho and even more obvious that he is a regular visitor.




  Isabelle




  A real homebody! How was your seminary in Nairobi? Remind me what it was about.




  Isabelle rushes back to the bathroom to dress. The two friends go on speaking.




  Jackson




  Quite interesting. It was on the issue of erosion around Lake Victoria.




  Isabelle




  Isn’t it the subject of your Ph. D.?




  Jackson




  I thought you had read it! Of course, it is!




  Isabelle




  And what about your article on terrace cultivation?




  Jackson




  It has just been published. I will send you a copy.




  Isabelle gets out from the bathroom.




  Isabelle plays a CD of Congolese music, by Lorenzo MWAMBA, she plays the generique https://itunes.apple.com/fr/album/rescape-congolais/id575673330 and starts dancing. She dances on the Congolese music really well. She tries to have Jackson dancing too but he is a very poor dancer.




  Jackson




  You dance like an African woman!




  Isabelle




  You dance like a white man!




  They both laugh.




  Jackson goes to the bathroom to wash his hands.




  Jackson from the bathroom




  I can’t believe it! The workers have not fixed this pipe yet? They have been working on it for more than a month now. They have not come back since last Saturday?




  Isabelle a bit amused




  They did come back. This very morning actually. They took some measurements I understood. It is getting ridiculous now. Last Sunday, they were supposed to be here at 7 am sharp to finish, cross my heart! They eventually turned up at 3 pm.
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