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Invocation


 


“There is nothing within the teachings of Lord Caitanya which is not intelligable by human reasoning, or is against any religious feeling accepted by the civilized society of the world.”


(Srila Prabhupada, from the prospectus for The League of devotees, Jhansi, 16th of May 1953.)




Dedication


 


To all the Vaishnavas of the world, who are living examples of Lord Caitanya's sankirtan prophecy.


To my spiritual master, who exemplifies the process of devotional service within the reach of my eyes' vision.


To Srila Prabhupada, the true wellwisher of all living entities in the entire universe.




Foreword


 


Before commencing with this writing endeavor, I want to make a pledge to you, dear reader. You are the receiver of these words. You are my intended target.


However, do not be alarmed, for I honestly seek only your benefit. Whatever blessings I may have gathered through the course of my aspiring devotional career, I now present to you.


Furthermore, my pledge to you is to present an honest account of spiritual life, as I observe and experience it. As I have heard it from authorities and read in the scriptures.


This is guaranteed to be a limited presentation, due to my conditioned nature, but in the spiritual sense of the matter, it is actually of little consequence. If the spiritual master is pleased with the disciple, Krishna is pleased, thereby eliminating the need for any endeavor towards perfection in ones activities by one’s own strength. This is the great blessing of the sadhus, of the persons dear to our Lord. They have won His heart through selflessness, a quality unheard of, at least to me, in my current existence in this so called modern day and age, that so much professed peak of civilization and culture, in which we now inhabit.


Please forgive my somewhat denigrating tone, dear reader, but as I am now bound by my twice spoken pledge to you, it is my duty to speak the truth as I have seen it, and I am therefore compelled to pour out from those hidden vaults of the heart. Please again excuse me, for my faith in this make believe society has been shaken, by my devotional experience, even though it may be tiny and insignificant. Even the most famished sense of sanity must have observed this? The reality that this world is burning, in the fire of our own desires!
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