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CHAPTER ONE
O
n a dark winter evening, a small fishing boat 
approaches the south coast of England.
PLACE: The English Channel
TIME: 6.20 pm, December 24 
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On the boat, Elias and his daughter Amal look on 
with apprehension.
ELIAS: There it is, finally – our new home.
AMAL: I want our old home back...
ELIAS: So do I, my love. But our home is gone. 
There’s only our memories of happy days.
AMAL: But is Britain like our home, Papa?
ELIAS: It’s richer, more democratic... but not that 
different. I was happy as a student here. I promised 
your mother we’d visit one day...



[image: ]6
AMAL: Are the people nice?
ELIAS: The British are always joking, darling. They 
don’t like to be serious, so they make fun of everything.
ELIAS:  Well... if it’s too serious, the British just 
don’t talk about it.
AMAL: Are they going to make fun of me?
ELIAS: Haha! Probably, my love! But that’s okay –
making fun of you is their way of being friendly!
Even t he 
wa r ? 
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Suddenly, the Captain shouts.
CAPTAIN: Hey! We’ve got trouble! There is a boat 
coming toward us on my radar. I think it’s the coast 
guard!
ELIAS: Can we reach land before they catch us?
CAPTAIN: Not to our original destination. But I 
know a little creek near here where I can take you. In 
the old days, it was popular with smugglers
1
...
ELIAS: Let’s do it!
1. smugglers = 
contrebandiers
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CAPTAIN: Take the path over there. The town’s 
not far!
ELIAS: What about you?
CAPTAIN: I’m just a fisherman out at night. 
What can they do? But I doubt they will believe 
me. Be careful!
ELIAS: Thank you for everything.
CAPTAIN: Take good care of your girl. 
Now – run! 
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Papa, it ’s 
starting to snow!
Oh, no! Now the 
police can follow 
our tracks!
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 Answers on p. 46.
HELP AMAL
DISCOVER BRITAIN
My father has told me about 
lots of places he's visited in Britain.
Can you help me find them on the map?
  ANGEL OF THE NORTH
This gigantic steel sculpture of an 
angel has wings 54 metres wide! Since 
it was erected in 1998, it has become 
one of the most popular attractions in 
northern England.
  TOWER OF LONDON
Almost a thousand years old, this 
castle on the River Thames was for 
centuries used as a prison for traitors. 
Today, it is where the Crown Jewels 
are kept safe!
 HADRIAN’S WALL
This wall from the east to west coast 
of England was built by the Romans 
in the year 122 as a defence against 
the wild tribes of Scotland. It was the 
most northern point of the Roman 
Empire and was the inspiration for the 
ice wall in Game of Thrones!
  OLD TRAFFORD
The home stadium of the world’s most 
famous football team, Manchester 
United, this is the biggest and most 
famous club stadium in Britain.
 STONEHENGE 
Built over 4000 years ago, this circle of 
massive stone megaliths is an amazing 
piece of primitive engineering – but 
nobody knows what its purpose was!
  EDINBURGH CASTLE
The fortress of the kings of Scotland 
was attacked 26 times over the 
centuries! Today’s invaders are an 
army of tourists as it’s Scotland’s 
primary attraction.
  YORK MINSTER
York is the most beautiful city in 
the north of England and this is its 
cathedral, among the oldest and 
prettiest in the country.
2
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