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			On January 16, 2013, a group of jihadists attacked the In Amenas gas production field in Algeria. The attack took place only a few short days after the French army had launched a military action against Islamic militants in neighbouring Mali. Forty heavily armed assailants assaulted hundreds of employees on their way to work, at dawn. During four full days of captivity, the hostages would be beaten, humiliated and, eventually, executed. They were separated according to their identity and religion, and used as human shields. While the Islamic fanatics were determined to slaughter and die as martyrs, the Algerian army stormed the compound without any prior attempt at negotiation. At least thirty-eight civilians lost their lives in this tragedy. They had come to work at In Amenas from around the world: Great-Britain, the United States, France, Japan, the Philippines…

			Reporters from the famous French weekly magazine “Paris Match” gathered enough evidence and testimonies in Algeria across North Africa to provide an hour by hour timeline of the murderous raid. They recount the victims’ suffering and pay tribute to the anonymous heroes willing to give their lives to save dozens of colleagues. Their exclusive revelations also provide some answers to the questions raised by this horrific carnage. Who are these men, determined to kill innocent people in cold blood, and face-to-face? What are their goals? How did they obtain their weapons? Who gave them such accurate information? Who is Mokhtar Belmokhtar, the Al-Qaeda in the Sahara warlord and the leader of this brigade of fanatics?

			A few days after the outcome, Paris Match is now publishing the first detailed account of a bloodbath, which will be remembered as one of the most ghastly terrorist attacks of the current decade. We are now only beginning to understand its consequences.

			By Marie-Pierre Gröndahl and Alfred de Montesquiou, 
with Lemine Ould Salem and Zinab ben Zita
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			The Attack
Wednesday morning, 16 January, 2013, Tigantourine, somewhere in the sands

			Wednesday 16 January 2013 

			Deep in the desert. Somewhere in the sands, “a thousand miles from any human habitation”, as wrote Antoine de Saint-Exupéry in The Little Prince. Where one feels “more isolated than a shipwrecked sailor on a raft in the middle of the ocean”. There isn’t even an oasis in these parts: nothing, only gas, for the taking. The In Amenas project includes four gas fields and three pipelines, built in 2004. Tigantourine is 1,300 kilometres (807 miles) from the Algerian capital, Algiers, and 60 kilometres (37 miles) from the Libyan border.

			5:30 a.m. Dawn hasn’t even broken. Two white buses start their engines in front of the In Amenas guard house, breaking the silence. The first is headed to the airport, 50 kilometres (31 miles) away, carrying employees who, after every three or four weeks, finish a work ‘stint’ and go home to see their families in Scotland, Tokyo, Texas or elsewhere. The second, as on every morning, is taking workers on the earliest shift to the refinery, 3 kilometres (1.8 miles) from the living quarters. Among them are several Japanese employees of JGC (Japan Gasoline Corporation), an on-site subcontractor. No one on board is speaking, and nearly everybody is dozing off. Seconds after passing the barrage marking the entrance to the site, shots ring out. Dawn has yet to break, so it is impossible to see what’s happening outside. The military escort of gendarmes in front of the first bus fires back. Two men are killed in the gunfire: an Algerian security guard and his boss, 46 year-old Liverpool-born Paul Thomas Morgan, a former French Foreign Legionary who’d enrolled after high school. Morgan also fought in the Gulf war. Hired by Stirling, one of the best international firms in the business, the Liverpool native – tanned, muscular, with short hair and piercing blue eyes – has run the entire security operation at the site for seven years. “He died fighting,” an old regimental friend would later say. “Algerian law forbids foreign personnel from having weapons,” officials would retort. Either way, Morgan will never again return to his home in Spain, where he was due to land in a few short hours. 

			Six passengers on the first bus are wounded on the spot. In a last ditch effort, the Algerian driver manages to force his way through, bullets flying. The bus makes it to the checkpoint and, miraculously, the airport. The wounded are taken to a hospital in the small desert town of In Amenas to be treated. They don’t know it yet, but they have just escaped the worst. The hellish ordeal has begun. It will last four days.

			Employees in the second bus are less lucky. The driver tries desperately to turn around, but the bus loses a wheel and comes to a standstill in front of the terrorists. Two Japanese passengers break a window and try to escape, only to be gunned down by the attackers. A third Japanese employee sprints towards the living quarters, a few hundred metres away, to hide in his room as he’s been taught. A group is able to follow him. Others, at gunpoint, raise their hands in surrender. They are prisoners of the commando.
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