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		5

		One, two, three, four, ﬁ ve …It’s already been six years since Vélib’ – the handsome, streamlined bicycles with their little baskets – began accompanying Parisians in their daily lives. Whether to go and buy bread, visit a friend, head of to work, or an improvised picnic, there is always a Vélib’ at hand! In fact, there are 1800 bike stations across Paris and its suburbs. To celebrate Vélib’s anniversary, the Mayor of Paris, the 

		Vélib’ 

		& Moi

		blog – a real platform for exchanges between users – 

		and the Guides du Chêne present you seven rides along main streets and alleys, narrow cul-de-sacs and wide esplanades, capturing Paris’s splendid buildings and its hidden treasures. 

		So, let’s go! 

		Perched on your saddle, explore a bit more of Paris: 

		royal Paris with its grand museums, that attract increasing numbers of visitors from around the world, the working-class suburbs of the city, or still the green or trendy areas of Paris. (Re)discover the many facets of the capital, on your bike, at your leisure, while looking around you (but still keeping an eye on the traﬁ c!). Using the ﬂ ashcodes throughout the book, you can get real-time updates on the places you’re visiting. Take advantage, too, of the 

		Vélib’ & Moi 

		blog’s top tips 

		for gourmet bistros, sidewalk cafés, popular restaurants, and art galleries … All to recharge your batteries before pedalling of again! There’s nothing simpler with 700 km (435 mi) of cycle lanes and 23,000 bicycles at your disposal. That’s “Vélib’erty”! So, are you ready? Then on your bike!

		Introduction
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		“My Parisian partner”, that’s how the 

		Vélib’ & Moi 

		blog presents itself. 

		Indeed, it’s a real place of exchange, where members of the Vélib’ community come to share tips and tricks, shopping ideas and travel suggestions. Bloggers are ready to dispense their advice and you will ﬁ nd all the information you need to make the most of your Vélib’ excursions. You can also get a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the service operated by JCDecaux, via interviews and proﬁ les of their operations, maintenance, and coordination leaders. Be sure to share your own tips, leave a comment, or ask a question. The blog allows you to respond to bloggers’ messages, whatever the issue – from the latest news about the service, to recommendations for the capital’s best restaurants or advice on cycling facilities. 

		AN INVITATION TO DISCOVER THE “REAL PARIS”

		Composed of diﬀ erent sections (The Real Paris, Food, Nightlife, Culture and Shopping), the blog has something for everyone. Issues such as sustainable development, cycling and health, and the new face of Paris are addressed and you are welcome to join the debate.The 

		Vélib’ & Moi

		blog is useful for both Parisians and visitors, of ering 

		a view of Parisian life, a glimpse of little-known Paris, and everything you need to maxize the service. In addition to bringing Vélib’ users together, the blog invites you to join the Vélib’ community on other social networks, so that you can keep up to date on the Vélib’ Twitter account (@ParisbyVelib), become a fan of the Vélib’ Facebook page, try out new places on the Foursquare page, or rediscover Paris using our Instagram site.Visit 

		blog.velib.paris.fr/en/

		The Vélib’ & moi Blog
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      1. GO TO A VÉLIB’ STATION

    

    

      You will always be able to ﬁ nd a Vélib’ station 

      nearby as one is located approximately every 

      300 m (330 yds). Available 24/7, Vélib’ is the 

      perfect way to travel and make the most of 

      your time in Paris. For locations of stations 

      and available bikes, use the oﬃ cial Vélib 

      smartphone app.

      A map of the stations is also available 

      on www.en.velib.paris.fr and on the Vélib 

      terminal screens.

    

    

      2. BUY YOUR VÉLIB’ TICKET

    

    

      The Vélib’ stations are equipped with 

      multilingual display terminals and a credit 

      card payment system (Visa, Mastercard, JCB, 

      American Express), where you can buy your 

      Vélib’ ticket. This ticket has a number that you 

      will need to key in along with your personal code 

      each time you use Vélib’. You can also buy a ticket 

      up to 15 days in advance on www.en.velib.paris.fr, 

      or by using the Vélib’ app. Simple, fast and secure, 

      online payment is possible with all smart cards. 

      You will receive your ticket number and personal 

      code via e-mail. 

    

    

      How to Use Vélib’?

    

    

      Above all, Vélib’ is about having the freedom to go where you 

      like, when you like; to cycle in the open air; and to enjoy 

      all that the different areas of Paris have to offer. With 

      23,000 bicycles and nearly 1800 cycle stations in Paris 

      and the 30 neighbouring municipalities, Vélib’ offers a 

      number of routes to explore the capital, its heritage, 

      and its many attractions. From its 700 km (435 miles) 

      of cycle paths and its 12 recommended routes, we have 

      selected seven rides to (re)discover Paris. They are just 

      waiting for you!
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		11

		

			

				

			

		

		3. HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

		Vélib’ oﬀ ers 1-day (€1.70) and 7-days (€8) tickets. You can make as many trips as you like while your ticket is valid. A trip begins when you take a bike from the station and ends when you return it to the same or any other Vélib’ station.The ﬁ rst 30 minutes of each trip are free. Thereafter, the cost of each extra half hour is progressive: €1, €2 then €4 for each additional half hour. The trick is therefore to make short trips so as to return your bike before the end of the 30 free minutes. Vélib’ also oﬀ ers annual subscriptions from €19 on velib.paris.fr. 

		4. I’VE GOT MY TICKET. NOW HOW DO I TAKE MY VÉLIB’?

		To get a Vélib’, go to a terminal and type in your ticket number and personal code. You will be oﬀ ered a bike among those available. Type in the number of the post your bike is locked on. To unlock your bike, press the button on top. Before taking your bike out, check its condition.

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

		If you encounter problems, call us at 01 30 79 79 30, from a telephone or a terminal.

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

				

					

						

					

				

			

		

		

			

				

					

						

					

				

			

		

		5. HOW DO I RETURN MY BIKE?

		To return your bike, reinsert it in the bike post, and wait a few moments. The orange light will change to green, and you will hear two successive beeps. Only then can you be sure that your bike has been correctly returned and the rental time stopped.

		6. 

		WHAT DO I DO IF THERE ARE NO SPACES LEFT AT THE STATION? 

		Log in immediately at the terminal. The system will then oﬀ er you an additional 15 minutes to reach a nearby station, which you can see on the terminal’s menu. 

		7. WHAT IS THE DEPOSIT FOR?

		To use the service, you are required to pay a deposit of €150 (which is not cashed). You are responsible for your bike. The deposit is cashed by the service only in the event of non-compliance with the conditions of use or if the bike is not returned within 24 hours. If you have a Carte Jeune, Visa Electron or Mastercard, your deposit may be temporarily debited by your bank to block this sum, which will be refunded to your account after the service’s billing. You can check with your bank for more information about the terms of your credit or debit card. To travel safely, be attentive to what’s going on around you and to other road users, and be careful of trucks’ blind spots. Vélib’ wishes you a wonderful time on the streets of Paris!
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		Paris in 7 Cycle Routes

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

		

			

		

		From Wealthy to Bohemian Paris

		• Stage 1: Étoile to Place des Ternes• Stages 2-3: Parc Monceau to Place de Clichy• Stage 4: Batignolles• Stage 5: Pigalle• Stage 6: Montmartre

		

			

		

		3

		R

		O

		U

		T

		E

		

		

			

		

		Paris of the Left Bank

		• Stage 1: The Montparnasse Area• Stage 2: Saint-Germain-des-Prés• Stage 3: The Latin Quarter• Stage 4: Le Luxembourg• Stage 5: Saint-Placide and Raspail

		

		

			

		

		Paris Along the Seine

		• Stage 1: Île de la Cité and Île Saint-Louis• Stage 2: The Islands• Stage 3: Via Orsay• Stage 4: Around les Invalides• Stage 5: Toward the Eiffel Tower• Stage 6: Around the Eiffel Tower

		

			

		

		1

		R

		O

		U

		T

		E

		R

		O

		U

		T

		E
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		Paris, City of Light

		• Stage 1: Bastille to Saint-Paul• Stage 2: Hôtel de Ville to Châtelet• Stage 3: The Louvre to Palais-Royal• Stage 4: Place Vendôme to Concorde• Stage 5: The Champs-Élysées• Stage 6: To the Pont de l’Alma• Stage 7: Trocadéro

		

			

		

		2

		R

		O
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		E

		

		

			

			

				

			

		

		The Canals of Paris

		• Stage 1: La Villette• Stage 2: La Villette Basin• Stage 3: The Saint-Martin Canal• Stage 4: To la République• Stage 5: Oberkampf

		R

		O

		U

		T

		E

		

			

		

		5

		

		

			

			

				

			

		

		The Countryside in Paris

		• Stage 1: Place de la Bastille• Stage 2: Avenue Daumesnil• Stage 3: Jardin de Reuilly and the Promenade Plantée• Stage 4: The Gates of Paris• Stage 5: Bois de Vincennes

		R

		O

		U

		T

		E

		

			

		

		4

		

		

			

			

				

			

		

		From Contemporary to Authentic Paris

		• Stage 1: Bercy• Stage 2: The Seine Today• Stage 3: Place d’Italie• Stage 4: Butte-aux-Cailles• Stage 5: Denfert-Rochereau

		R

		O

		U

		T

		E

		

			

		

		7
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		Paris Along the Seine

		From Notre-Dame to the Eiffel Tower, via the Musée d’Orsay and the National Assembly, cycle along the Left Bank of the Seine and take in mythic and historic Paris, where some of the capital’s finest buildings are to be found. Discover on your own pace picturesque views of the gardens on the riverbanks, next to which stand some of the world’s most prestigious museums. And, as a plus, the route isn’t difficult: it’s a flat path! 

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		A Word From Vélib’

		You will find four well-provisioned Vélib’ stations on Île de la Cité. Cross the island from west to east to reach Île Saint-Louis via the bridge of the same name. Cycle back along the Quai d’Orléans and take the first bridge on your right, the Pont de la Tournelle, which will take you to the Left Bank.

		Palais de Justice

		Welcome to one of the chambers of the former Royal Palace, the seat of power (10th–14th centuries) until Charles V moved it to the Louvre. You can visit the palace and its numerous corridors, the Caesar Tower, the Silver Tower and best of all, the Bonbec Tower, the torture room where confessions were extorted from 

		

		ÎLE DE LA CITÉ AND ÎLE SAINT-LOUIS

		suspects. It’s still a place for confessions, but today they’re obtained by much less barbarous means!

		4 Bd. du Palais, 1

		er

		. 0892 683 000.

		Access to hearings in the afternoon. 

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		No. 01-01 (41 Quai de l’Horloge, 1

		er

		).

		Conciergerie

		The 

		concierge

		was one of the principal members 

		of the royal administration. Clovis established his “Conciergerie” here to maintain order and manage the police force and the prison. 

		2 Bd. du Palais, 1

		er

		. 01 53 40 60 80. 

		Open daily, 9:30am – 5pm. Admission fee. 

		

			

		

		

			

		

		

			

		

		No. 01-01 (41 Quai de l’Horloge, 1

		er

		).
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