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 Part One  
 The horrible truth about  
 England in the 19th century,  
 when young children were  
 treated like slaves!  
 Return with us to those dark days  
 when only rich and fortunate  
 children went to school and the  
 poor died doing... Deadly Jobs.  
 The Workhouse Boy  
 A dark and miserable  
 fiction of a child being  
 exploited for profit.  
 The year is 1832, and a  
 young boy tries to stay  
 alive doing the most  
 dangerous job of all!  
 pages 5-24  
 pages 25-43  
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[image: ][image: ] Jobs for Juniors  
 E
 ngland in the 19th century was the richest,  
 most powerful country in the world. But it was  
 not
 a good place for poor people, and especially not  
 for poor children.  
 Of course, some children went to school, but  
 they were a rich minority. For the rest, work started  
 almost as soon as they could walk. Incredibly,  
 children as young as  
 four years old  
 did horrible,  
 dangerous jobs.  
 At the time, not many  
 people thought this was  
 strange or bad. In fact,  
 rich people said  
 hard work was  
 good for you.  
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[image: ][image: ][image: ] Why employ children?  
 B
 ecause they were so cheap!  
 The Industrial Revolution, which started in the  
 18th century, created millions of jobs in England.  
 There was a mass migration from rural areas to the  
 towns. Some towns doubled in size every two years.  
 For many of these jobs, you did not need to be  
 strong, so a child could do them just as well as an  
 adult. For others, being small was an advantage.  
 I'm sorry,  
 but this candidate  
 has an excellent  
 CV...  
 hired:
 embauché
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[image: ][image: ] But the biggest advantage of all was that a child  
 was not  
 paid
 as much – sometimes a child was paid  
 as little as  
 10-20% of an adult's salary  
 for doing the  
 same job!  
 Of course, many parents did not want their  
 children to work, but they had no choice because  
 they were poor and needed the money. The Industrial  
 Revolution was a time of great progress, but not for  
 everyone: the average life expectancy in some parts  
 of the country  
 dropped
 to just  
 29 years!  
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 :
 Coal Miner  
 BLACKHOLE MINE  
 offers excellent opportunities  
 for all ages!  
 And no dangerous UV rays!  
 Be a miner _ your future  
 is under your feet!  
 The 19th century was the age of steam: industry,  
 trains, ships and every kind of machine was powered  
 by boiling water. And the fuel for the fires that boiled  
 all that water was coal, the petrol of its day.  
 steam:
 vapeur
 coal:
 charbon
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[image: ][image: ][image: ] England was lucky to have large coal deposits,  
 but getting it out from under the ground was one of  
 the worst jobs imaginable.  
 Miners worked all day in almost total darkness.  
 It was wet. There were frequent accidents – tunnel  
 collapses, gas explosions and intoxications.  
 collapse:
 effondrement
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[image: ][image: ] And it was not just men who worked down the  
 mines, but whole families.  
 Children were used to take coal up to the  
 surface along tunnels that were sometimes only 40  
 centimetres high – just right for a small child! How  
 did they do it? Like this:  
 225 k  
 g
 “I went into the pit at seven years of age,” said  
 a miner called Robert North in the 19th century.  
 “When I drew by the girdle and chain, my skin was  
 broken and the blood ran down. If we said anything,  
 they would beat us.”  
 pit:
 mine
 girdle:
 ceinture, harnais  
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[image: ][image: ] The Horror of the  
 Workhouse
 O
 rphans or the children of the poorest families  
 went to places called ‘workhouses'. For  
 desperate people, the workhouse offered food and  
 a bed. But you had to be really, really desperate:  
 you got very little to eat and living conditions were  
 terrible.
 Families who went to the workhouse were  
 separated. Everyone wore a uniform – like prisoners.  
 Women's uniforms were normally blue and white,  
 but not always: unmarried mothers wore red, and  
 prostitutes yellow.  
 Everyone worked in the workhouse, but it  
 was hardest on the children, who were sold as  
 ‘apprentices' to employers. These children then had  
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[image: ][image: ] to work for no money until they became adults –  
 in other words, they were slaves.  
 Employers often chained their ‘apprentice'
 children to stop them from running away. But even  
 if they did run away, where would they go? By law,  
 homeless children were captured and forced to  
 work... as apprentices.  
 homeless:
 sans-abris
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 WORKHOUSE MENU  
 Monday: Gruel and stale bread  
 Tuesday: Gruel Special - no bread  
 Wednesday: Gruau à la francaise,  
 avec son petit pain sec  

[image: ] A Writer to  
 the Rescue!  
 M
 ost English people in the 19th century learned  
 about the horror of the workhouses thanks  
 to stories by the
 most successful English  
 novelist of the 19th
 century: Charles Dickens.  
 Dickens wrote about  
 the lives of the poor  
 in England and did a  
 lot to encourage social  
 change.
 His novel
 Oliver
 Twist
 tells the story
 of an orphan who is  
 sent to the workhouse.  
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[image: ] For Dickens, the subject was personal – as a child,  
 when his father was imprisoned because of money  
 problems, he had been forced to work.  
 Oliver rose from the table; and advancing  
 to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said,  
 somewhat alarmed at his own temerity:  
 "Please, sir, I want some more."  
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