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[image: ]  The Invention 
  of the Teenager 
 T
 eenagers are invented in America sometime in  
  the 1950s. 
 Where before there was only childhood and adult-  
hood, school and work, the post-war economic boom  
 creates a generation for whom life is a little easier. They  
 stay longer in school. Many plan to go to college. And  
 they have access to something nobody their age has ever  
 had before: a car.  
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[image: ] Cars change everything. Suddenly, a boy doesn't just  
 visit a girl at her house and maybe stay for dinner with  
 her parents. He takes her out on a date. They go to the  
 Drive-In to see a movie. After, they park somewhere  
 quiet. They listen to the radio. They fall in love.  
 People remember the '60s as the time of big social  
 change in the USA because of civil rights, sexual  
 liberation and the whole counter-culture movement,  
 but it starts here in the '50s.  
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