





[image: Cover]


















[image: Book Title Page]
























[image: CoverImage]






Begin Reading


Table of Contents


Newsletters


Copyright Page




In accordance with the U.S. Copyright Act of 1976, the scanning, uploading, and electronic sharing of any part of this book without the permission of the publisher constitute unlawful piracy and theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), prior written permission must be obtained by contacting the publisher at permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights.




















[image: Book Title Page]























Now to Him





who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think,
according to the power
that works in us…


EPHESIANS 3:20 NKJV
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INTRODUCTION



We were not created to just get by with average, unrewarding, or unfulfilling lives. God created us to leave our marks on our generations. Every person has seeds of greatness planted within by the Creator.


So when life weighs upon us, pushing us down, limiting our thinking, labeling us in negative ways, how do we break out and go beyond our barriers of the ordinary into the extraordinary lives we were designed to live? How do we overcome the weariness, discouragements, and setbacks and rise above into the fullness of our destinies?


The key to breaking out is to believe that we have what it takes. When we break through in our minds, believing we can rise higher and overcome obstacles, then God will unleash the power within that will break the power of all that is stealing our joy and keeping us from God’s abundant life.


Sometimes you need words of faith and victory spoken over your life. Words have created power. When you receive them into your spirit, they can ignite seeds of increase on the inside. That’s the reason I’ve written this devotional—to provide you with practical steps and encouragement for creating a life without limitations.


My friend, over the next 365 days, I’d like for you to take the journey of a lifetime together with me and explore five powerful keys for your life: to believe bigger, to consider God rather than circumstances, to pray God-sized prayers, to keep the right perspective, and to not settle for good enough. You will find a wealth of Scriptures, inspirational quotations, selected stories, and points for contemplation. All are provided to engage you in a process of reflection that will enhance your faith and lead you to positive actions.


These devotions are written to inspire you in your daily walk with God. While they are not meant to replace your personal time with God, it is my desire that the readings will be keys you can use to unlock doors leading to a fuller life. I hope they will be a springboard to help you draw nearer to God and to help you overcome the challenges or barriers that might keep you from breaking out into your best life.


Your life can be transformed and renewed as you allow God’s Word to refresh and to reshape your thinking, speaking, and daily activities. Allow the Scriptures to speak to your heart. Be still and listen to what God is saying to you. Day by day, the barriers that hold you back will begin to loosen and fall off your life. No matter where you are or what challenges you face, you can start to break free right now!
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JANUARY
1



The Year of the Lord’s Favor




He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor…


ISAIAH 61:1–2




Isaiah said it was the year of the Lord’s favor. Not next year. Not five years. Not in the Sweet By and By. This is the year God will shift things in your favor. He is lining it all up. What you could not make happen on your own, God will cause you to accomplish. It will be bigger than you thought. It will happen quicker than you imagined, and it will be more rewarding than you ever dreamed possible.


One touch of God’s favor can get you to where you’re supposed to be. The truth is, you are one shift from seeing a dream come to pass. One shift from paying your house off. One shift from seeing your health improve. One shift from meeting the right person.















JANUARY
2



Get Ready




“I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland.”


ISAIAH 43:19 NLT




[image: image]


You may feel like you’re stuck right now. You could never accomplish a dream, never overcome a problem. It’s just been too long. You’ve missed too many opportunities. But God is saying, “Get ready. I’m about to shift things.” Doors will open for you that have not opened in the past. Those who were against you will suddenly change their minds and be for you. Problems that have dogged you for years will suddenly turn around. You are coming into a shift. Because you have honored God, He will put you in a position you never could have attained on your own. It’s not just your education, not just your talent, or the family you come from. It’s the hand of God shifting you to a new level of your destiny.















JANUARY
3



Break Out




Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.


HEBREWS 11:1
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Sometimes you need faith and victory spoken over your life. Words have created power. When you receive them into your spirit, they can ignite seeds of increase on the inside. That’s the reason I’ve written these daily readings. You were not created to just get by with an average, unrewarding, or unfulfilling life. God created you to leave your mark on this generation. You have gifts and talents that you have not tapped into. There are new levels of your destiny still in front of you. But break out starts in your thinking. As you put these keys into action, making room for increase, expecting shifts of God’s favor, praying bold prayers, and keeping the right perspective, then God will release floods of His goodness that will thrust you beyond barriers of the past into the extraordinary life you were designed to live.















JANUARY
4



Seeing God




By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.


HEBREWS 11:27




I’m declaring, “A shift is coming.” A shift in your health, finances, or a relationship. It may not look like it in the natural, but we serve a supernatural God. He’s about to breathe in your direction in a new way. God’s favor is being released in a new way. It will propel you forward. What should have taken you forty years to accomplish, God will do in a split second.


The shift will take you where you could not have gone on your own. The shift is overcoming what a medical report said was impossible. The shift is having your best year when the circumstances say you should have a down year. The shift is seeing God not only provide but also do exceedingly, abundantly, above and beyond.















JANUARY
5



This Is a New Day




Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.


PSALM 42:11




You need to check doors that have been closed to you in the past. Things have shifted. The dream you had to start a new business, to go back to college, to take a mission trip—it may not have happened the first time, but that’s okay. It’s prepared you for this time. Don’t give up. This is a new day. Things have shifted. Pursue your dream again.


When God breathes in your direction, people change their mind. Closed doors suddenly open. The nos turn into yeses. Not now turns into It’s your time.


Your new attitude should be: “God, I’m ready. I’m taking the limits off of You. I’m enlarging my vision. I may not see a way, but I know You have a way. I declare I’m coming into a shift.”















JANUARY
6



Sudden Change




I entreated Your favor with my whole heart; be merciful to me according to Your word.


PSALM 119:58 NKJV




[image: image]


A construction manager I know had been out of a job for three years after twenty-five years of steady work at a successful company. He finally took a much lower-level position with another company that started to take a toll on his health, marriage, and savings. It looked like his job situation would never change. But about six months later, his former boss called. His old company had landed the largest contract in its history. He not only got his job back but also all of his benefits plus a significant salary increase and now he works locally. He said, “This is exceedingly, abundantly, above and beyond!”


He came into a shift. Suddenly, things changed in his favor. One contract. He went from barely getting by to having more than enough.















JANUARY
7



To Find Favor




The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.


EXODUS 12:36




The Israelites were enslaved for many years and mistreated by their captors. They were forced to work long hours and beaten with rods when they didn’t meet their quotas. But one day, through a series of events, God supernaturally brought them out. Notice, God caused them to have favor with the same people who had oppressed and mistreated them for years. They said in effect, “We’ve decided that we want to be good to you now.” Before they left, the captors gave the Israelites their gold, silver, and jewels.


What happened? The Israelites came into a shift. God changed the mind of their enemy. Proverbs says God can turn the heart of a king. We may not be able to change people’s minds, but God can. He controls the whole universe.















JANUARY
8



Help Rather Than Hinder




In the LORD’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water that he channels toward all who please him.


PROVERBS 21:1




You may have people in your life who don’t like you, a boss who is hard to get along with or a family member who is disrespectful. It’s easy to become discouraged and to think, “This will always be this way. They will always be against me.”


No, stay in faith. God has a shift coming. He knows how to cause them to see you in a new light. When God shifts things, they’ll go out of their way to be good to you. Instead of hindering you, they’ll help you. Bottom line: God will not allow any person to keep you from your destiny. They may be bigger, stronger, or more powerful, but God knows how to shift things around and get you to where you’re supposed to be.















JANUARY
9



Over, Around, or Through




For by You I can run against a troop, by my God I can leap over a wall.


PSALM 18:29 NKJV




I have a friend who worked for a young supervisor who was condescending and a source of frustration. It looked like the supervisor would be there for another twenty years. My friend has a good attitude, but deep down wasn’t sure he could take it. Then, one morning the management announced that the supervisor’s wife had been transferred to another state for her job, and he had resigned. What happened? A divine shift. Suddenly, God changed things.


Quit worrying about those trying to hold you back. God knows how to move the wrong people out of your life and bring the right people in. And even if God doesn’t move them, God can cause you to go over them, or around them, or even through them, to get you where you’re supposed to be.















JANUARY
10



To the Front




But Israel reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn.


GENESIS 48:14




[image: image]


When Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph, he purposefully crossed his hands and gave Ephraim the firstborn blessing. He was saying, “Ephraim may have been in the back and is not next in line, but I’m shifting him to a new position. I’m taking him from the back up to the front. I will give him what he doesn’t deserve.”


That’s the way our God is. He has shifts in your future that will put you in positions you didn’t earn, you didn’t qualify for, or weren’t next in line to receive. But God will cross His hands and say, “I will move you up from the back to the front, from not being qualified to suddenly being qualified, from being looked down on or disrespected to being honored and seen with influence and credibility.”















JANUARY
11



All That You Need




The LORD… said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel…” Gideon replied, “But how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest…” The LORD answered, “I will be with you.”


JUDGES 6:14–16




We can all make excuses that we don’t have the talent, the personality, or the confidence to move ahead. But God says, “I know all that. I created you, but I’m about to bless you in such a way that everyone will know it’s Me and not you.” Now don’t talk yourself out of it.


Moses said, “God, I stutter. I can’t speak to Pharaoh.” Gideon said, “I come from the poorest family. I can’t lead this army.” David could have said, “I’m too small, too young, too inexperienced to face Goliath.” Esther could have said, “I can’t go in and speak to the king. I don’t have any influence.” And God would have said what He’s saying to you, “I will give you all that you need—the respect, credibility, and honor that you didn’t deserve or work for.”















JANUARY
12



If You Only Knew




“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”—the things God has prepared for those who love him…


1 CORINTHIANS 2:9




[image: image]


God has shifts in your future that if He showed you now you wouldn’t believe. It’s exceedingly, abundantly, above and beyond. You think you’re hitting on all cylinders, but if you only knew what God has in store. It’s like you’re in second gear, but God is about to shift you into overdrive. You will see the surpassing greatness of God’s favor.


Because you’ve honored God and lived with excellence and integrity, God will take you beyond your training, beyond your education, beyond your income, beyond where anyone in your family has gone before you. This shift will put you at a place where you look back and say, “Wow, God! You have amazed me with Your goodness.” Start expecting unprecedented favor, believing for God to do something new in your life.















JANUARY
13



No Limits




Now a wind went out from the LORD and drove quail in from the sea. It scattered them up to two cubits deep all around the camp…


NUMBERS 11:31




When the Israelites were in the desert headed toward the Promised Land, they had manna to eat each day. It was similar to bread. After a while they complained that they didn’t have any meat to eat. God said, “Moses, I will give you meat for a whole month.” Moses said, “God, that’s impossible. There are two million people out here.” God replied, “Moses, is there any limit to My power?” He was saying, “Just because you don’t see a way doesn’t mean I don’t have a way.”


That’s what God did. He shifted the wind and brought quail to them. God knows how to shift things so that blessings come to you. The right people search you out. Good breaks find you.















JANUARY
14



The Breath of God




“ ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.”


ZECHARIAH 4:6




Zechariah’s word spirit in the Hebrew means “breath.” It’s saying it will not happen just by your talent, just by your connections, just by those you know. It will happen because God breathes in our direction. God shifts the winds and blows healing, promotion, and restoration our way.


How will you get well? The medical report says it’s impossible? No, God is breathing healing your way. Health, wholeness, and restoration are headed toward you. How will you accomplish your dreams? You may not know the right people or have the money or feel like you have the talent. But God is breathing ideas, resources, and the right people.


If you will stay faithful and just keep honoring God, suddenly things will change, suddenly you come into abundance, suddenly you get well.















JANUARY
15



In God’s Time




But I trust in you, LORD; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pursue me.


PSALM 31:14–15




A few years ago, one of our faithful church members suffered a major stroke that paralyzed the left-hand side of his body. He couldn’t walk or talk and was told that with intense therapy he might regain his speech, but he would never walk again. For two years he had no feeling on the left side of his body, but he kept coming to Lakewood. He knew all God had to do was shift the winds and blow healing his way.


One morning he suddenly began to have feeling on the left side of his body. The medical personnel were amazed. A few weeks later, he walked into Lakewood as though nothing had ever been wrong. What happened? God breathed in his direction. What he could not do in his own power suddenly became possible.















JANUARY
16



Suddenly




He did this that He might clearly demonstrate through the ages to come the immeasurable (limitless, surpassing) riches of His free grace (His unmerited favor) in [His] kindness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus.


EPHESIANS 2:7 AMP




[image: image]


You may have struggled in an area—your health, your finances, with a relationship—for a long time, and you keep wondering, “Will this ever change?” God is saying, “Yes. A shift is coming. I’m about to give you what you do not deserve.”


Because you have been faithful and honored God, I believe and declare, God will put you in a position you could have never gotten to on your own. Doors will open that have never opened before for you. What should have taken you forty years to accomplish, God will do in a split second. You’re coming into acceleration.


Suddenly, a dream comes to pass. Suddenly, a promise is fulfilled. Suddenly, the negative turns around. You need to get ready for the surpassing greatness of God’s favor!















JANUARY
17



Overflow




I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).


JOHN 10:10 AMP




You may have experienced bad breaks, disappointments, and heartache in the past. It’s easy to become discouraged and let negative thoughts overwhelm you. But I’m here to announce to you that you’re under a Flash Flood Warning. Conditions are just right. You’ve honored God. You’ve been faithful. Now God is saying, “You will see a flood of My goodness beyond your expectations. It puts you into overflow.”


You will see the surpassing greatness of God’s favor. It will take you beyond your normal boundaries. It will supersede what the medical report says. It will supersede your talent, your education, and your experience. It won’t be a little drizzle or a little sprinkle. It will be a flood of favor, a flood of talent, a flood of ideas, a flood of opportunities.















JANUARY
18



The God of the Breakthrough




“God has broken through my enemies by my hand like a breakthrough of water.”


1 CHRONICLES 14:11 NKJV




[image: image]


King David faced an impossible situation. He and his men were up against this huge army—the Philistines. They were greatly outnumbered and had little or no chance of winning. David asked God for help, and God gave David the promise that He would go with them and they would defeat the opposing army, which is exactly what happened. God gave them such a breakthrough victory that David compared it to “the bursting forth of water.”


David named the place of his great victory Baal-Perazim, which means “the God of the breakthrough.” He was saying when the God of the breakthrough shows up and releases His power, it will be like a flood of His goodness, a flood of His favor, a flood of healing, a flood of new opportunity.















JANUARY
19



Nothing Will Stop You




Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”


NUMBERS 13:30 NKJV




You may have obstacles that look impassable or dreams that look unattainable. But know this: When God releases a flood of His power, nothing will be able to stop you. You may not have the connections or have the funding to accomplish your dreams. But when God releases a flood of favor, you won’t have to look for people to help you out. Good breaks, opportunity, and the right people will all search you out.


You need to get ready, not for a trickle, not a stream, not a river, but a flood of God’s favor, a tidal wave of God’s goodness, a tsunami of His increase. God is going to take you to a level that you’ve never been before. It will be unprecedented. You will go farther and quicker than you’ve ever dreamed.















JANUARY
20



Awesome




Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you.”


EXODUS 34:10




When God uses the word awesome, He is talking about a flood of favor, ideas, and healing. It may not feel like it, but remember you’re under a Flash Flood Warning. Any moment the heavens could open up. Any moment you could meet the right person. Any moment God could do something awesome, something that you’ve never seen before in your life.


The real question is: Will you let this seed take root? God has you here at the right place, at the right time, because He wants to do something amazing in your life. Get in agreement and say, “God, this is for me today. I’m raising my expectations. I’m shaking off doubt, negativity, disappointments, self-pity, little dreams, and little goals, and I will make room for a flood of Your goodness.”















JANUARY
21



The Final Say




“See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands…”


ISAIAH 49:16




[image: image]


I met a lady who was scheduled to have a tumor removed at MD Anderson, our local cancer hospital. Although the tumor was very clear on her hometown hospital’s x-rays, the surgeon had her retake all the tests and x-rays to verify everything. After reviewing the new tests, he couldn’t find the tumor at all. “I’ve been doing this for twenty-six years,” he said. “I’ve never seen anything like this before.”


What was that? A flood of healing and restoration. God can do what medicine cannot do. He made your body. He has you in the palm of His hand. Sickness doesn’t determine how long you will live; God has the final say. Nothing can snatch you out of His hand. You may be facing a major illness, but at any moment God could turn that around.















JANUARY
22



The Spirit of God




When the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him.


ISAIAH 59:19 NKJV




Several commentators believe that the comma in our verse from Isaiah was misplaced during translation. They believe it should say, “When the enemy comes in, like a flood the Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him.” In other words, the flood imagery emphasizes God’s power and not the enemy’s.


I’ve learned when the enemy attacks, God reacts and goes to work. He knows when you’re struggling with a bad medical report or finances or mistreatment. You may not see anything happening, but Almighty God already has the solution. If you will stay in faith, at the right time He will release a flood of His power, a flood of healing, a flood of restoration. He will not only bring you out, He will bring you out better off than you were before.















JANUARY
23



Places of Victory




“For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.”


DEUTERONOMY 20:4




Remember the place of David’s victory “Baal-Perazim—the God of the breakthrough”? Anytime David and his men passed that city they would say, “That’s where God released His favor like a flood and gave us a great victory.”


God wants us to have our own Baal-Perazims. My mother has her healing of cancer. We have our beautiful Lakewood Church, even though all the experts said we didn’t have a chance to get it. We should have places where we can look back and say, “That was where the God of the breakthrough did something amazing in my life. That was where God healed me. That was where God promoted me. That was where God protected me. That was where the God of the breakthrough visited me and my house.”















JANUARY
24



Great Things




But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.


1 CORINTHIANS 15:57




[image: image]


Not long ago this lady came up to me so excited. Her family member needed a series of surgeries that were not covered by insurance and were expected to cost $400,000. For months she kept trusting that the God of the breakthrough would make a way. Then, one day out of the blue her employer of nearly thirty years called and said, “You’ve been so good to our company. We’ve decided to underwrite the surgeries.” The God of the breakthrough released a tidal wave of His favor over her. Now everywhere she goes, she tells everyone what God has done for her family.


He wants to do the same thing for you. He wants to overwhelm you in such a way that everywhere you go you can tell everyone about the great things God has done for you.















JANUARY
25



The Promise of Light




Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous.


PSALM 112:4




At times in life it may seem dark. You may not see how it could ever work out. Maybe you don’t have the funds to pay your bills. Maybe other problems seem insurmountable. But if you will stay breakthrough-minded, God promises the light will come bursting in as the dawn. That means, suddenly, it will change in your favor. Suddenly, you will catch the break you need. Suddenly, your health turns around. Suddenly, your problems are resolved. Suddenly, a new door opens.


God likes to do things suddenly. When it’s dark, don’t start complaining. Don’t turn negative. Keep reminding yourself that the light is about to come bursting in. It may be today, may be tomorrow, next week, next month, next year. But know this: Suddenly, things will change in your favor.















JANUARY
26



Thinking Too Small




So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.


ISAIAH 41:10




When I’m tempted to think that something will not work out or looks impossible, all I have to do is drive down to our beautiful church in Houston. And I’ll think, “God, You did it for us once. I know You can do it for us again.”


God wants to release a flood of His power in your life. You may be thinking too small. Maybe you’ve settled because you think you’ve reached your limits. No, I can see a tidal wave of God’s favor, of promotion, of deliverance, of restoration coming your way. It’s the God of the breakthrough releasing His favor like a flood, causing you to overcome obstacles that you thought were insurmountable, causing you to accomplish dreams that you never thought possible.















JANUARY
27



Think Bigger




“According to your faith let it be done to you.”


MATTHEW 9:29




[image: image]


When it comes to our Heavenly Father, don’t have a small-minded mentality. Don’t have a narrow, limited vision. When you think bigger, God will act bigger. Some people act like they’re inconveniencing God. They don’t think they can expect their dreams to come to pass. If they can just barely get though life, that’s good enough.


Dare to believe. If you think “trickle,” you will receive a trickle. If you think “barely get by,” you will barely get by. If you think that your problem is too big, it will keep you defeated. But if you will learn to think “flood,” you will experience a flood. If you think “overflow,” you’ll experience an overflow. If you dare think “tidal wave,” God can release a tidal wave of His goodness in your life.















JANUARY
28



Always Be Ready




… men always ought to pray and not lose heart.


LUKE 18:1 NKJV




[image: image]


When my father started ministering in small auditoriums and churches back in the 1950s, he carried his sound equipment in the trunk of his car. One night, he accidentally locked his keys in the trunk. No sound equipment meant no service. He and some bystanders tried every trick but couldn’t get it open, and time was running out. Then it dawned on him to pray.


When he announced that he was going to pray, the people looked at him like he had lost his mind. But he disregarded the laughter and prayed anyway. When it still would not open, he turned and walked away to more laughter. But all of a sudden they heard this pop. The trunk lid began to rise up toward the heavens, just as if God was saying, “Always be ready. I’m the God of the breakthrough.”















JANUARY
29



Overtaken




And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you if you heed the voice of the Lord your God.


DEUTERONOMY 28:2 AMP




You may be accepting things in your life that are far less than God’s best. It’s been so long you don’t see how it could change. Don’t ever rule out the God of the breakthrough. Like a flood, His favor can overtake you. Like a flood, God can cause your employer to pay for the surgeries your family member needs. Like a flood, God can cause a trunk to supernaturally pop open. I’m asking you to live breakthrough-minded.


Release your faith in a greater way. If you don’t pray for the trunk to open, it won’t. Dare to believe. God wants to give you something to talk about. He wants to give you some new Baal-Perazims; new landmarks where you can look back and say, “I know that was the God of the breakthrough.”















JANUARY
30



Profusely Abounding Favor




The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon Me,… to proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord [the day when salvation and the free favors of God profusely abound].


LUKE 4:18–19 AMP




[image: image]


Like Isaiah, I’ve announced that a flood of God’s power is coming. Notice the word used to describe God’s favor, profusely. That means “overwhelming, out of the norm, exceeding.” Favor like you’ve never seen before. Instead of being overwhelmed by burdens, you will be overwhelmed by God’s blessings. But the real question is this: Can you receive this into your spirit?


God works where there is an attitude of faith. Neither the enemy nor other people can stop this flood. You control your own destiny. God is for you. The enemy is against you. You get to cast the deciding vote. I’m asking you to take the limits off of God. He wants to do something new, something amazing in your life. This is the day you will see the free favor of God profusely abound.















JANUARY
31



Flooded with Light




I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.


EPHESIANS 1:18 NLT




Paul prayed that the eyes of our understanding would be “flooded with light” so that we would know the amazing future God has in store. Paul experienced a portion of this flood, but this is the day where Paul declared we would see the surpassing greatness of God’s favor. Paul was saying in effect, “I’ve seen one level of God’s goodness, but the day we’re in, we’ll see God’s goodness like no generation has seen it before.”


I can tell you firsthand, Victoria and I have experienced this flood of God’s favor. He has taken us beyond our education, talent, and training and unleashed His abundance, wisdom, and favor in our lives. We have to keep God in first place in our lives. Honor God. Then, learn to take the limits off of Him.















FEBRUARY
1



Like Never Before




… the righteous are as bold as a lion.


PROVERBS 28:1




My prayer is that you would know how much God loves you, how much He is for you, and what an amazing future He has in store. My prayer is that faith will fill your heart, that you will raise your level of expectancy, and that you will see God’s goodness like never before. Because you’ve been faithful, things have shifted in your favor.


My encouragement for you is for you to wake up every morning and say: “Father, thank You for this flood of favor in my life.” Believe big. Pray bold prayers. Then go out expecting favor. If you do that, I believe and declare you will see God’s goodness overwhelm you. You are coming into floods of favor, floods of healing, floods of wisdom, floods of good breaks, floods of mercy. Get ready for it.















FEBRUARY
2



Further Faster




“Look around from where you are, to the north and south, to the east and west. All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.”


GENESIS 13:14–15




In December 2003, we signed a sixty-year lease with the City of Houston for our Lakewood Church facility. Deep down I knew sometime during that sixty-year period God would give us the ability to purchase the building. Seven years later, the city was running low on funds and asked if we would be interested in purchasing the facility, buying out the lease. A building like ours would cost $400 million to construct. The city did an appraisal, taking into account that any new buyer would still have to honor our sixty-year lease. The appraisal came back not at $100 million, not at $50 million, but at $7.5 million! Today, we own our beautiful facility free and clear.


Here’s my point: What could have taken sixty years, God did fifty-three years sooner. He took us further faster, and He can do the same for you.















FEBRUARY
3



Speeding Things Up




“Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”


ISAIAH 65:24




[image: image]


We’re living in a day where God is speeding things up. Because you honor God, He will do in a fraction of the time what should have taken you a lifetime to accomplish.


In your career, maybe it should take you twenty years to work your way up to that position, twenty years to build up your business. No, things have shifted. God will give you breaks that you didn’t deserve. He will bring the right people across your path. You will see opportunity like you’ve never seen before. It will take you further faster. Get those two words down in your spirit. It may look like in the natural that it will take you years to get out of debt, years to get well, years to overcome that problem. No, you need to get ready. You’ve come into this shift.















FEBRUARY
4



Acceleration




“I have seen his ways, and will heal him; I will also lead him, and restore comforts to him…”


ISAIAH 57:18 NKJV




Because you’ve kept God in first place, you will go further faster, not because you’re working harder, trying to make it all happen. No, you’re putting forth the same effort, being your best every day, but all of a sudden you get a good break that thrusts you years down the road. You get a promotion that you weren’t qualified for.


Part of the shift is acceleration. It will not take as long to accomplish your goals or to get out of that problem as you think. Almighty God, the Creator of the universe, is breathing in your direction. He is causing things to fall into place. The right people will be drawn to you. Good breaks, opportunities, healing, restoration, favor. It’s not business as usual. You’ve come into a shift. It will be business as unusual.
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