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      INTRODUCTION


      The road of life, as you know if you’ve been walking on it for very long, has many unmarked intersections and cross streets.

         Not only that, but it weaves up, down, and around through all types of landscapes and terrains. The journey provides moments

         of breathtaking beauty and others of abject fear. There are dark stretches, detours, and of course, there is the danger of

         getting lost. What’s a traveler to do? Happily, God has provided a road map—the Bible—to help us avoid dangerous and time-consuming

         delays and to keep us on the path to our desired destination.

      


      In God’s Road Map for Grads, we have mined the Bible for wisdom and understanding that will be especially helpful for those of you who have reached a

         milestone in your education and are looking ahead to the next phase of your journey. We’ve included scriptures on certain

         topics of particular interest to graduates and laid them out in an A-Z format, so they will be simple for you to find and

         follow. We’ve also added to each topic an illustrative Bible story or practical devotional to help you on your way. Finally,

         we’ve provided heartfelt prayers and letters that express some of the thoughts and feelings God has given in His Word.

      


      We hope you will find all you need as you travel the road of life and reach your next destination safely.


       



      The Publishers


   

      Acceptance


      Jesus said. “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”


      JOHN 6:37 NASB


      Christ accepted you, so you should accept each other, which will bring glory to God.


      ROMANS 15:7 NCV


      He made us accepted in the Beloved.


      EPHESIANS 1:6 NKJV


      Jesus said, “Whenever a village won’t accept you or listen to you shake off the dust from your feet as you leave.”


      MARK 6:11 TLB


      If you want favor with both God and man, and a reputation for good judgment and common sense, then trust the Lord completely.


      PROVERBS 3:4–5 TLB


      You bless the righteous, O LORD; you cover them with favor as with a shield.

      


      PSALM 5:12 NRSV


      CONGRATULATIONS! YOU’VE BEEN ACCEPTED


      The young bride to be flashes her diamond and a bright smile. She glows with the joy of acceptance. The newest member of the

         company sighs with satisfaction as he looks at his freshly printed business cards. He’s part of the team and feeling the power

         of acceptance! A new writer sees her first article in print. She’s now a published writer, experiencing the excitement of

         acceptance.

      


      Being accepted is one of the greatest feelings in the world. We all long for it, but sometimes the price of being accepted

         may be too high—the inner circle at work that assumes you will wink at unethical office procedures—the group of up-and-coming,

         young professionals who expect you to overlook their drug and alcohol use—the boyfriend or girlfriend who pressures you to

         have sex as a way to prove your love.

      


      Finding acceptance without compromising your values may mean that friends are harder to come by. Integrity-minded individuals

         don’t usually advertise their differences with the in crowd. Those people are there if you look, though—almost always staying

         just below the radar. Take the time to look for them, and you may be happy to find true acceptance from those who share your

         faith and values.

      


      Remember, too, as you enter this next phase of your life, there will be lonely times—times when you choose to take an unpopular

         stand—times when you must forego the acceptance of some in order to be at peace with yourself—times when you alone understand

         the dream that’s in your heart. At all times, but especially during those times, God’s love and acceptance will see you through.

      


   

      Adventure


      God, who got you started in this spiritual adventure, shares with us the life of his Son and our Master Jesus. He will never

         give up on you. Never forget that.

      


      1 CORINTHIANS 1:9 MSG


      The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.


      DANIEL 11:32 NKJV


      Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God. It cost God plenty to get you out of that dead-end,

         empty-headed life you grew up in. He paid with Christ’s sacred blood, you know.

      


      1 PETER 1:17–19 MSG


      [Hezekiah] held fast to GOD—never loosened his grip—and obeyed to the letter everything GOD had commanded Moses. And GOD, for his part, held fast to him through all his adventures.

      


      2 KINGS 18:6–7 MSG


      [The apostle Paul wrote,] I have no interest in giving you a chatty account of my adventures, only the wondrously powerful

         and transformingly present words and deeds of Christ in me that triggered a believing response among the outsiders. In such

         ways I have trail-blazed a preaching of me Message of Jesus.

      


      ROMANS 15:18–19 MSG


      LIVING THE ADVENTURE


      Indiana Jones grabs the treasure and narrowly escapes the giant boulder rolling toward him. Spider-Man swings above the city

         to rescue Mary Jane. Brave Frodo faces the perils of Mordor. We love stories like these—even though they’re fictional—because

         they draw out the hero and heroine in us all. They make us want to follow our destiny, just as God intended.

      


      Of course, there have been many real-life adventurers, including those involved in the exciting exploits recorded in the Bible.

         Consider these: Abraham answered God’s call to leave his comfortable life and make the epic journey to a land he had never

         even visited. Moses took his people out of bondage in Egypt and led them to and through the Red Sea—which parted at his command.

         Young David fought the giant Goliath—and won! Jesus’ disciples lived for three years in the presence of healing and miracles.

         They witnessed their Master’s death and resurrection. The New Testament apostle Paul survived shipwrecks, snakebites, imprisonment,

         and stoning. He preached to hostile crowds and appeared before kings. He even performed miracles by the power of God.

      


      It’s clear that God means for each of us to live adventurously for Him! And there is no greater time than now, as you graduate,

         to begin searching for the exciting and wonderful destiny He has prepared for you. With God as your guide, take every opportunity

         to fight the good fight of faith, boldly stand up for right and truth, and offer a helping hand to those in trouble. Don’t

         hesitate another moment—your adventure is waiting!

      


   

      Appearances


      God does not judge by external appearance.


      GALATIANS 2:6


      What matters is not your outer appearance—the styling of your hair, the jewelry you wear, the cut of your clothes—but your

         inner disposition.

      


      1 PETER 3:3 MSG


      Jesus said, “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”


      JOHN 7:24 NRSV


      The LORD said to Samuel, “ … The LORD doesn’t make decisions the way you do! People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at a person’s thoughts and intentions.”

      


      1 SAMUEL 16:7 NLT


      Jesus said, “If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you don’t fuss about what’s on the table

         at mealtimes or whether the clothes in your closet are in fashion. There is far more to your life than the food you put in

         your stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you hang on your body.”

      


      MATTHEW 6:25 MSG


      Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting.


      PROVERBS 31:30


      Heavenly Father:


      Sometimes I don’t think that people see the real me. They only look at my outward appearance and form an opinion that isn’t

         even accurate. It hurts when they write me off and don’t take time to know me like You do.

      


      I might not be the picture of perfection according to society’s standards, but I’m so thankful that You know my heart and

         love me just as I am. What a relief it is that I never have to fake it with You.

      


      I do want You to help me look my very best; but even more than that, I ask You to bring quality people into my life who will

         love me for who I am, who You made me. And help me to look past the outward appearance of others and see the real person inside,

         just as You do.

      


      Amen.


      THE HEART OF A SHEPHERD BOY


      You really want that job at the advertising agency, and now that you have your diploma in hand, you think you have a shot

         at it. But when you arrive for your interview and check out a few of the company’s associates, your confidence wavers. They

         are all tall and slender, well dressed, and great looking. The receptionist looks like some kind of supermodel. Then you catch

         a glimpse of yourself in a mirror—and your confidence plummets all the way to the basement.

      


      The great King David probably felt the same way when he was a young man. He had to tend sheep while his older, taller, more

         handsome brothers went off to battle, helped their father with important matters, and commanded the respect of Others in the

         community.

      


      But one day something remarkable happened. A prophet came calling. He said God had sent him to that very home to anoint the

         next king of Israel. In this case, the employer was God, and He was more interested in David’s heart than his looks. His much

         better looking brothers were all passed over, and David was called in from the field.

      


      You may not be a head-turner like Liv Tyler or Orlando Bloom, but the good news is that God isn’t concerned with your outward

         appearance. There’s nothing wrong with looking good, but God picked David to be king of a nation on the basis of his heart

         attitude. The Lord is searching for the same qualifications today. He has a great plan for your life, no matter how you rate

         in the looks department.

      


      My Precious Child:


      You were created to live from the inside out. Your spirit—the real you—springs forth from your heart. Your outward appearance

         is merely a reflection of the beauty within. I see you for who you are, and I know the great potential that I’ve placed in

         you. Never be afraid to let people see your heart. Those who look closely enough will see what I see and will be blessed by

         your special gifts.

      


      Yes, I know your heart, but did you know that I want you to know Mine? Follow hard after Me as David did, and as you grow

         in your relationship with Me, you’ll begin to reflect My image and realize your full potential—the you that I already see.

      


      Your loving Father


   

      Being Real


      What good would it do to get everything you want and lose you, the real you? What could you ever trade your soul for?


      MARK 8:36–37 MSG


      GOD, you are our Father. We’re the clay and you’re our potter: All of us are what you made us.

      


      ISAIAH 64:8 MSG


      The fear of human opinion disables; trusting in GOD protects you from that.

      


      PROVERBS 29:25 MSG


      If the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am only an ear and not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of

         the body? Suppose the whole body were an eye—then how would you hear? Or if your whole body were just one big ear, how could

         you smell anything? But God made our bodies with many parts, and he has put each part just where he wants it.

      


      1 CORINTHIANS 12:16–18 NLT


      The Lord is God! He made us—we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.


      PSALM 100:3 TLB


      THE REAL THING


      Cubic zirconia or diamond? Faux fur or real mink? Store-brand cola or Coke? Sometimes it’s difficult to separate the real

         thing from the imitation. That’s true about people, too. Many live their lives as mere copies of those around them. Rather

         than take the risk of exposing the true person inside, they project an image they consider acceptable because they fear ridicule

         or rejection. But how sad it is to think that the world may never see the real people God created them to be. That’s why it’s

         important to ask, how about you—are you real?

      


      God made each of us with our own unique talents, skills, personality, and purpose. There is no one exactly like you. No one

         who can bring to the table the same combination of characteristics that you bring. Everyone loses when you refuse to let your

         true colors show.

      


      Being real takes courage—especially since graduation may have separated you from your circle of safe friends and family. But

         don’t let that stop you. Express yourself. Follow your bents. Identify those things that have real meaning for your life.

         Most of” all, don’t worry about what other people think about you. Some will like you no matter what you say and do. Others

         will push you away regardless of how strenuously you try to imitate their thoughts and actions.

      


      This life is not a dress rehearsal. It’s all you have—your chance to share with the world what you’ve been given. So don’t

         be an imitation. God made you the real thing—and real is good.

      


   

      Belonging


      This is what the LORD says … “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.

      


      ISAIAH 43:1


      Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy

         and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his

         pleasure and will.

      


      EPHESIANS 1:3–5


      You belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.


      1 CORINTHIANS 3:23 NASB


      You are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.


      GALATIANS 3:28–29 NASB


      In Christ we are all one body. Each one is a part of that body, and each part belongs to all the other parts.


      ROMANS 12:5 NCV


      LONGING TO BELONG


      Belonging is one of our deepest needs. When we know that we belong, we feel free to be ourselves, to learn, and to grow. That’s

         why new graduates often feel that their sense of belonging has been challenged as close friends go their separate ways and

         familiar surroundings are replaced by the unfamiliar.

      


      You can be certain of this, however. No matter how your life’s circumstances change, God’s love for you, His concern and care,

         His desire for your success and well-being do not change. He makes it abundantly clear that He always belongs at your side

         and you always belong in His heart.

      


      The Bible goes to great lengths to confirm this wonderful truth. Within its pages, you will find that God calls you His child,

         His son or daughter, His fellow worker, His ambassador. His shining star. He even calls you His jewel. He has promised that

         nothing in this world will ever be able to separate you from His love—nothing!

      


      So no matter where life takes you as you begin this new chapter in your journey, remember that God has said you will always

         be part of His family. And because He loves you so much. He will help you find the human belonging you desire as well. New

         friends will make their way into your heart and you into theirs. God will lead you to places where your personality will shine

         and others will share your interests. You can count on that.

      


   

      Change


      The LORD’says, “Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring

         forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness And rivers in the desert.”

      


      ISAIAH 43:18–19 NKJV


      Moses said, “The LORD himself will go before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forget you. Don’t be afraid and don’t worry.”

      


      DEUTERONOMY 31:8 NCV


      God said, “I’ll go ahead of you, clearing and paving the road.”


      ISAIAH 45:2 MSG


      I am the LORD, I change not.

      


      MALACHI 3:6 KJV


      Heavenly Father:


      I made it—I have achieved my goal and graduated! But now I realize a lot of change is about to take place. I find myself excited

         and afraid at the same time.

      


      Father, take me by the hand and walk with me through this new chapter in my life. Fill me with Your peace, and help me flow

         with the necessary adjustments I will have to make. Give me courage to let go of those things I need to leave behind, and

         help me embrace my future with my whole heart.

      


      In the midst of this transition time, I’m so thankful that You are my Rock, the one constant I can always rely upon. Help

         me to keep my ultimate focus on You so that no matter what changes take place, I’ll never lose sight of Your face.

      


      Amen.


      THE ROAD YET UNTRAVELED


      Here you are a graduate—life stretching out before you like a long, untraveled road. A broad spectrum of colorful emotions

         are probably bubbling up from deep inside you—excitement, confusion, nervousness. You may even feel a little fearful of the

         unknown. One thing you can be sure of, though—practically nothing will remain the same. Friends will change. Routines will

         change. You may relocate to another city or get your own apartment. And most significant of all, you will begin living by

         a whole new set of rules.

      


      One thing will stay the same, however—that’s God. You may no longer be a “kid,” but you’ll always be God’s child. Wherever

         life takes you, God will still be where He has always been—right with you, loving you, guiding you, and protecting you. He

         has promised that a bright future lies ahead, and He will be there to help you adjust to the changes.

      


      The great patriarch Abraham faced such a situation in his life also. God asked him to leave behind all that was familiar and

         move his family to a faraway land. All he took with him were his failh and God’s promise that there were great things ahead.

      


      The coming changes in your life may not be as all-encompassing as they were in Abraham’s life, but the principle remains the

         same. God stands with you as you face the future. Place your hand in His strong, assuring hand, and put your faith in His

         never-failing promises. Your future is bright. Embrace it!

      


      My Precious Child:


      No matter where you go on your journey, I will always be there and will never leave your side. I am constantly loving you,

         guiding you, and protecting you, and I will never let you down.

      


      I know change can be scary, but keep in mind that the changes I bring about are always good. They stretch you and cause you

         to grow, giving you a larger capacity to embrace each adventure I have planned for you. Your future is bright; there is nothing

         to fear.

      


      Together, My child, you and I can do anything, and I am cheering you on as you take each step. It is with great joy that I

         watch you becoming the person I created you to be.

      


      Your loving Father


   

      Church


      Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more

         as you see the Day approaching.

      


      HEBREWS 10:25


      Jesus said. “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”


      MATTHEW 18:20 RSV


      The church everywhere … had a time of peace and became stronger. Respecting the Lord by the way they lived, and being encouraged

         by the Holy Spirit, the group of believers continued to grow.

      


      ACTS 9:31 NCV


      Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.

         If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength

         God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.

      


      1 PETER 4:10–11


      The churches became stronger in the faith and grew larger every day.


      ACTS 16:5 NCV


      IS IT REALLY THAT IMPORTANT?


      What is your first thought when someone mentions church? Do you think of Sunday mornings and getting dressed up? Or is church

         a place you have visited only on holidays? Maybe church doesn’t really have any meaning to you because you’ve never attended.

         Now that you’ve graduated and are on your own, you have a choice about where, when, and even if, you will go to church. Maybe

         you’re wondering if it is really that important. Why should church be a part of your already busy schedule?

      


      First of all, God longs for you to be with Him in His house. While you can be with God wherever you are, there is something

         special about gathering with other people to meet with Him together. When we do, we encourage each other, show the world the

         power of God’s love, and bring joy to God in the process.

      


      While attending church is pleasing to God, being part of a church is also one of the ways that God blesses you. He wants to

         use your church to bring you deep friendships with other people who love Him. He wants to help you learn what it really means

         to follow Him through the messages you hear or Bible studies you attend. And He also uses your local church to provide you

         with opportunities to exercise the gifts and talents He has given you.

      


      So take the time to visit a few churches. Ask God to guide you to the one that is just right for you. When you find a group

         of believers to belong to, you’ll find that the word “church” has a whole new and wonderful meaning for your life.

      


   

      Confidence


      I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.


      PHILIPPIANS 1:6 NASB


      You are my hope; O LORD GOD, You are my confidence from my youth.

      


      PSALM 71:5 NASB


      The Fear-of-GOD builds up confidence.

      


      PROVERBS 14:26 MSG


      The LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being snared.

      


      PROVERBS 3:26


      The effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.


      ISAIAH 32:17


      As they observed the confidence of Peter and John, … they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.


      ACTS 4:13 NASB


      BUILDING CONFIDENCE


      Whom do you most admire? Whom do you look up to as a role model for your own life? What qualities do these individuals possess

         that inspire you? While there are probably a whole list of great attributes you could name, one of them is probably confidence.

         The most successful people are usually the most confident. They know what their goals are, and they work toward them with

         the expectation that they will succeed. This confidence is contagious, too—it inspires confidence in others.
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