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Are you ready for a dog?





 


Deciding to take a dog into your home is a big step. You need to be ready for all the responsibilities involved, not just now, but for years to come. Being prepared and informed will help you make the right decision. Below are some things to consider when assessing your current lifestyle to help you decide whether you have the resources to take on a dog.









Time


Owning a dog will take up a lot of your time. You will need to put aside time for walking, playing, training, grooming, visiting the vet, feeding and giving affection, as well as more mundane duties such as buying dog food, drying their coat after a wet and muddy walk and cleaning up dog hair, mud and drool. Do you currently have lots of time on your hands? If not, what will you give up to take care of your dog?


 


Do you have an active social life? If so, are you prepared to give some of this up to be at home with your dog? If your children enjoy activities such as swimming or dance classes throughout the week, there may not be time to walk and play with a dog every day. Do you work full time? If so, are you in a position to offer a dog all it needs to feel fulfilled and content? You will need time to settle a new dog in before leaving it for full working days.
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The time needed to look after a dog can be considerable. Before taking on a dog, make sure you have time to care for all its needs.


 


Cost


Make a realistic assessment of your current financial status to find out how much spare money is available once all household bills and expenses have been paid. Estimate the likely costs per week of the type of dog you are considering (see The cost of ownership). Would owning a dog mean that you would have to make savings elsewhere?


 


Mental and physical energy


Dogs need play, companionship and physical exercise every day to feel content. Younger dogs and those from working breeds need the most. Think about your current lifestyle and commitments. Do you collapse exhausted on the sofa at the end of a long day? If so, taking on a young or active dog could be a disaster for you both. Trying to provide for an active animal’s need for physical and mental stimulation can be very taxing when you are tired, so be realistic about how much extra energy you have to devote to a dog.
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Providing your dog with sufficient exercise will get you outside in the fresh air too, but be prepared to go out every day in all weathers.


 


Allergies and health


Could anyone in your family or living in your household suffer from an allergy to dogs? Make sure that everyone spends some time around dogs before you make your decision to get one.


 


Is your general health good enough to allow you to care for your dog every day? Are you mobile enough to scoop the poop? Who would care for your dog if there is a sudden deterioration in your health or you had to be hospitalized?


 


Accommodation


If you live in rented accommodation, are you allowed to keep pets? If you own your own home, are you prepared for any damage to the property or fences that may come as a result of dog ownership? If you live with other people, are they fully prepared for life with a dog and are they happy to accept any additional work or responsibilities that living with a dog might bring?


 


Do you live near a park or a safe area where a dog could run freely? If not, how will you exercise your dog adequately? Sufficient daily exercise is essential to keep a dog quiet and calm in the house. Do you have a fenced garden where you could safely allow a dog to exercise and play? If not, how will you manage the process of housetraining? If you don’t have a garden, you will need to set aside time to take your dog out for toileting, exercise and play many times a day.


 


Experience and knowledge


Do you have sufficient experience and knowledge for the type of dog you want to own? Some dogs are easier than others to train and look after so the more you find out in advance, the better. Talk to other owners to help you decide if the type of dog you are considering would actually be right for you.


 


[image: ]





School-age children are old enough to enjoy a new dog in their lives and will also be able to help care for it.


 


Looking to the future


Although it is impossible to look into the future, it is important to consider your future plans and how a dog would fit in.


 


•   Partners If you are single, what will happen if you find a partner who doesn’t like or appreciate your dog? What if they have a dog too? How will your dog adapt to having another dog in the household?


 


•   Children If you are considering having children in the future, how well will your dog cope with the sudden competition for your attention? You would need to choose a child-friendly dog and socialize a puppy with different children of all ages from the beginning.


 


•   Work and travel commitments What would happen to your dog if you are promoted at work or lose your job, and your new job involves extensive travel or longer hours? Are you hoping to travel in the future? If so, who would look after your dog and is it fair to leave it if you are planning a long trip?
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A dog can be a lovely addition to a family, but make sure you have sufficient time, energy and resources to care for the dog properly.


 





 


QUESTIONS TO ASK


 





 




Can I afford the daily expense of owning a dog?





 




Do I have insurance or savings to pay for unforeseen expenses, for example if my dog causes an accident, damages someone’s clothes by jumping up with dirty feet or becomes ill and needs medical care?





 




Do I have sufficient time every day to provide for all my dog’s needs?





 




Will I have enough mental and physical energy to make sure my dog is adequately stimulated and cared for?





 




Does anyone in the household suffer from allergies to dogs?





 




Will my state of health allow me to care adequately for a dog?





 




Does my accommodation make it easy for me to own a dog?





 




Do I have enough knowledge about the type of dog I want to own?





 




Will a dog fit into my future lifestyle?








Reasons for owning a dog





 


Different people have different reasons for wanting to have a dog in their lives; it might be to get them out in the fresh air for a walk every day, it might be for companionship. Understanding your own reasons for wanting to own a dog will help you decide whether in fact to get one, and if so, what type of dog would be best suited to you. Be honest and examine your motives carefully.









Companionship


Many people want a dog for companionship. There is nothing quite like a happy doggy greeting when you get home, or a warm dog’s head asleep on your slippers in the evening. However, dog companionship is no substitute for human company and if you are lonely, don’t expect a dog to meet all your social requirements.
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Many owners buy a dog for companionship and to play with. Finding the right type of dog that can fulfil expectations is essential.


 


Exercise


Dogs need exercise every day, the perfect motivation for you to get out and exercise regularly too. Don’t forget, however, that if you are getting a dog to help you exercise, you cannot stop once you think you are fit enough or if you lose interest.


 


Dog sport competitions


Some owners get a dog to participate in a specific dog sport, such as agility, field trials or dog dancing, and will usually have a good idea of what breed they want. If you want to take part in one of these activities, it is essential to create a strong bond with your dog and spend a lot of time training. Remember, your dog will require plenty of exercise on the days you aren’t training or competing if it is an active breed.


 


Fun


Dogs do funny things that entertain and amuse us and their sheer exuberance for life can be infectious. Some owners choose boisterous dogs with big personalities to make an extrovert and engaging companion. However, even if you enjoy a boisterous dog, others may not, so training calm manners is essential.


 


As a child substitute


Many childless couples, or older parents whose children have grown up and moved away, get dogs to fulfil their need to nurture. These dogs are often lavished with lots of care and affection, although problems can arise if owners treat them too much like children instead of members of a different species with needs of their own.


 


[image: ]





Sociable dogs can have a very happy life with owners who have a strong desire to nurture.


 


For the children


Many parents buy a dog to help complete their family or because their children keep asking for one. However, at least one adult in the household should be happy to be totally responsible for the dog’s daily needs, and to teach the children and the dog to interact successfully with each other. Parents need to make sure that at least one of them has sufficient time for the dog each day, as children may not be able to walk the dog alone when they are young and may move out to somewhere that they can’t take the dog when they leave home.
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Gentle, sociable dogs that are not too boisterous make good pets when there are younger children in the household, especially for families who have not owned a dog before.


 


To bring human social contact


Meeting other dog owners brings an extra enjoyable dimension to dog ownership for many. If this is your reason for getting a dog, make sure you choose a dog that also enjoys socializing, with both humans and with other dogs.


 


Status dogs


Large or bull breeds are often purchased by insecure humans in the hope that the dog will enhance their image or status. Sadly, such dogs are often encouraged to be aggressive, which is dangerous for both owner and dog, and their needs may be neglected by owners that lack the knowledge and resources to care for them properly.


 


Protection dogs


Owners that live in scary neighbourhoods may buy a dog for protection. This can lead to dangerous situations for passers-by and the owner, particularly if the owner doesn’t know how to control the dog. The dog’s welfare can also suffer if it doesn’t get enough exercise or understanding. Wanting a dog to provide you with protection is not a good reason to get a dog.


 


Replacing a previous dog


When a dog dies, it usually leaves a big hole in its owner’s life and it is tempting to get another straight away. However, if you get a replacement dog too soon, you may find it hard to bond with the new one. Try not to expect the new dog to be just like your previous one, even if it looks the same. Sometimes it is better to go for a completely different sort of dog so you don’t have any expectations.











 


THE BENEFITS OF A DOG


 







•   Companionship Dogs bring unconditional love into a home. They don’t judge and are always there when we need them.


 


•   Warm greetings Dogs are always ready to greet us with enthusiasm and a wagging tail, even if we have only been away for a short time.


 


•   Fun They can make you laugh and play, even when you are an adult.


 


•   Exercise Dogs get us out and about in all weathers, off the sofa and into the park or countryside.


 


•   Helps you make friends Many dog owners enjoy meeting other owners when out for walks, at training classes or shows. Some people have even met their life partner while out walking the dog.


 


•   Doggy interests Dogs allow us to take part in dog sports and other competitions.


 


•   Lessons in life skills Dogs can help parents teach compassion, thoughtfulness, respect and responsibility to their children.








When not to get a dog





 


There are times in life when the desire to get a dog is strong, yet it is not a good time. It is much better, for both you and the dog, to resist the urge and wait until your circumstances are more favourable. When the time is right, you will be much more likely to build a successful and rewarding partnership with a new dog or puppy.









When expecting a baby


During pregnancy, the need to nurture is strong and families are often drawn to the idea of getting a dog to complete their family. Unfortunately, when the baby arrives, there is often limited time and energy to care for a pet, so unless the dog is already settled in and well behaved, problems can quickly arise.


 


Getting a puppy during pregnancy is a potential disaster as it needs close care and attention for a full year after purchase if it is to grow up successfully. Even an adult dog takes at least six months to settle in fully, and possibly longer if there are any behaviour issues. It is unwise to try to tackle this as you go through the tiring end stages of pregnancy and caring for a newborn. It is better to wait until the children are at an age when they can enjoy a dog’s company too.


 


[image: ]





During pregnancy, a strong need to nurture can increase the desire to take on a pet that there may not be enough time for once the baby arrives.


 


When working full time


If you work full time, it is not a good idea to get a dog unless you can make arrangements to have it well looked after during the day, such as employing a dog walker. This is especially true of puppies, who need someone to be there to feed, educate and provide them with company. All dogs prefer to be with someone, and leaving them alone for eight hours or more while you are at work can result in considerable welfare issues for the dog. It is better to wait until someone in the family is home for most of the day, or you find a job where you can work from home or take your dog to work with you.
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Dogs left alone all day can be bored and lonely, especially if they are young, active, sociable or prone to being worried when separated from their owners.


 


When you’ve just moved in with a partner


Couples that have just got together often consider getting a dog. This can sometimes work out well, but if you have only been together a few months, it may be better to wait until you are sure your new partnership will work out. Otherwise, one of you may end up caring for the dog alone, which may not be easy or possible. Once your relationship is established and you have started going out less and being at home more, a dog will be a welcome pet.


 


When you are feeling unhappy


Getting a dog to make yourself happier rarely works. Feelings of loneliness, insecurity or anxiety will not be made better by the addition of a dog. People often get dogs when, for example, they have just moved to a new area and are yet to make friends, they are lonely, they feel they are not respected or valued by others, or if they are worried about going out alone.


 


Dogs need emotionally strong, supportive owners if they are to flourish. Getting a dog when you feel down may result in an unsuccessful relationship with the dog, too, which will cause more upset. Dogs that are not supported by their owners may develop behaviour problems that are difficult to overcome, so it is better to wait until you are feeling emotionally strong and can offer a dog a secure and stable home.





More than one dog?





 


If you enjoy living with one dog, then having another dog has to be even better, doesn’t it? The answer is yes in many cases, but there are exceptions. There can be some unexpected consequences of owning two or more dogs so think carefully before you introduce another into your life. It could be twice as much fun, or twice the trouble.









Life with a pack


Two or more dogs, once they know each other well, will behave as a pack. They will follow each other and learn from each other, and if one dog has any unwanted behaviour issues, these can quickly be transferred to the other dog. Barking and boisterousness can become a big issue when there is more than one dog, especially when visitors come to the door. One dog may stay close to you on a walk, but if there are others to run off with, it may have more confidence to do so. Chasing and predatory behaviours are also more likely to occur if there is more than one dog.


 


Before taking on two or more dogs at the same time, make sure that they have been introduced to each other and that they get on. You should also make sure they are well behaved, or that you can cope with any problems they may have. If you already own a dog and are thinking of getting another, it is wise to train your existing dog well first so it can set an example to the new one.
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Unless prevented from doing so, two puppies raised together will spend a lot of time playing. This can have a detrimental effect on the relationships they build with people.


 


Two puppies


It is never a good idea to get two very young puppies together. The bond between them will be strong and they may never learn to relate to humans in the way that a puppy on its own will do. Two puppies left to play together will be unresponsive to training and interaction with their owners and often make unsuccessful pets. To raise two puppies successfully, you will need to separate them and give each puppy lots of time on its own with you for training and education, which is not easy unless it is your full-time job.


 


A puppy to replace an existing dog


Owners often buy a puppy when their dog is getting older. This can be successful if the older dog is happy to have the puppy around. Keeping the puppy mostly separated from the older dog during its first year will help ensure it does not pester the older dog, but also, more importantly, that the puppy will learn to play and relate well to humans.
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Many dogs will tolerate a new puppy, but it is important to make sure the puppy plays more with people so that it prefers to play with humans and doesn’t learn to pester the older dog.


 


Can you have too many?


Owning more than two dogs makes it more challenging to take them on outings. Much will depend on how well behaved they are, but it is harder to keep more than one dog quiet and under control. Walks with multiple dogs can also be more of an adventure, and you may find that friends visit less often as you begin to own more dogs.














 


WHICH DOGS GET ON WITH EACH OTHER?


 







Generally, dogs of the same breed or those bred to do a similar job will get on with each other better than those from very diverse breeds. This is because they will play in a similar way and have similar ways of behaving. Two dogs of the opposite sex will tend to get on better than two of the same sex, especially if they are young. Be careful to choose dogs that are similar in size, energy and strength of character so that one isn’t likely to be damaged by the other during play or in times of excitement.








The cost of ownership





 


Owning a dog can be expensive and it is best to be prepared, in advance, for all the money you will be expected to pay out once you own one. Use the list below to help you assess how much your chosen dog will cost you per week and check that you have enough spare money to cover all eventualities.


 






	Expenses

	Notes

	Cost per week






	Food

	Investigate the different types of dog food available and decide what you would feed your dog. Find out how much a dog of the size you intend to buy will eat each week.

	






	Routine vet treatment

	Ask your local veterinary surgery about routine veterinary treatments (for parasites such as fleas, ticks and worms, nail clipping and routine vaccinations), how often you need to give them and their cost.

	






	Pet insurance

	You will need veterinary insurance in case of accident or disease. Check out the various policies available, their cost, the excess and how much they will cover you for. Which policy is best for the type of dog you have chosen?

	






	Third party insurance

	Most pet insurance covers third party liability, which you will need if your dog causes an accident or damage, or injures someone. Some house insurance will also cover this. If not, you will need a separate insurance.

	






	Equipment

	You will need to purchase a good-quality dog bed, lead and collar or harness, an ID tag, a crate and/or seat belt, bowls and toys when you first get a dog. An old or thin-skinned dog may need a coat. All of these will need replacing from time to time if worn or chewed.

	






	Chews and treats

	Chews are needed to keep your dog’s teeth in good condition, and to save household items from being chewed if your dog is less than a year old. Treats are needed to allow you to train and entertain your dog. How much will sufficient chews and treats cost?

	






	Dog walker

	If you work all day or are likely to be away from home for long periods, you will need the services of a dog walker to give your dog exercise, a chance to toilet and a break from the monotony. How much will it cost to hire a dog walker per week?

	






	Kennels or dog sitter

	Unless you take your dog away with you, you will need to find a good kennels or dog sitter when you are on holiday. How much will this cost, spread out into weekly payments?

	






	Total cost:
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Insurance costs vary and may be higher for breeds that are known to have a lot of inherited diseases and conditions.





Whose dog is it?





 


Dogs, just like children, are totally dependent on others so it is important that they have at least one person who can take responsibility for them and make sure they have all they need throughout the day, every day. Every member of your household should know, and respect, who that person is to make sure the dog’s needs are never overlooked.


 


Daily needs


To make sure a dog is content, it needs to have all its needs met daily. A dog’s daily needs include:


 


•   Food


•   Water


•   Exercise


•   Toilet breaks


•   Play


•   Companionship


•   Training


•   Grooming


•   Veterinary treatment if unwell


 


Routine care


When you take on a new dog or puppy, you need to get used to actively thinking about your dog many times a day and deciding what it may need at that moment in time. Providing for your dog’s needs before it has to remind you, or even begin to misbehave because it needs something it is not getting, will lead to a much calmer life for you both. Getting into a routine of care will help you remember, as you will get used to providing certain things for your dog at set points throughout the day. Gradually, as you get to know your dog, you can provide appropriate care without thinking too hard about what you need to do, but, initially at least, you will need to remember to think of your dog at intervals throughout the day and decide if it has all it needs.
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Walking the dog can be a delight or a chore, depending on the weather, but someone needs to make the effort to do it every day.


 


Partnerships


It is usually easy for partners who are living together to decide who should be allocated which part of their dog’s daily care. Try to discuss who will do what task before you get a dog to iron out situations where there may be difficulties in providing adequate care or where both partners may want to do it.


 


Families with children


Parents with children may be very busy and it is easy to forget or not have time for all aspects of the dog’s daily care. For this reason, it is important for one person to take full responsibility for making sure the dog has all it needs each day, even if he or she asks someone else to do it.


 


Older children in a household may want to, or be asked to, take over the dog’s care and this is a good way to teach responsibility. However, it is really important that this is supervised on a daily basis by an adult who can remind the child of anything left undone, especially if the care is split between more than one child.
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Busy families need to decide who is going to meet each of the dog’s needs each day, and it is best if one person checks that everything has been done.


 


Extended family and friends


In addition to those who look after the dog on a daily basis, it is good to have a larger network of people, consisting of family and friends, who know the dog well and can look after it from time to time. This gives a good fallback position should there be a reason why the owners cannot care for it at any time, especially important if the owner lives alone or is elderly.


 


House-share dogs


If a dog is to live in a house with multiple occupants, the dog’s owner needs to be fully responsible for the dog’s daily needs and able to provide for those needs, rather than being reliant on other members of the house to play a role. This ensures that the dog is fully cared for at all times.





Checklist for ownership





 


This section of the book will have given you a lot of things to consider before you decide whether to get a dog. To make sure the dog is able to stay with you for the rest of its life as a much loved and cherished pet, ask yourself the following questions and consider the answers carefully. Try not to let the emotional desire to get a dog blind you to the possibility that this may not be the right time. If you do decide to go ahead, the rest of the book will help you choose the perfect dog for your lifestyle and family.


 


Are you ready for a dog?



•   Do I have insurance or enough savings to pay for unforeseen expenses, such as veterinary fees after an accident, cleaning bills if my dog jumps up on someone with muddy feet or boarding kennel fees if I have to go away unexpectedly?






•   Do I have sufficient time every day to provide for all my dog’s needs?






•   Will I have enough mental and physical energy to make sure my dog is adequately cared for every day?






•   Does anyone in the household suffer from allergies to dogs?






•   Will my state of health allow me to care adequately for a dog?






•   Does my accommodation make it easy for me to own a dog?






•   Do I have sufficient knowledge about the type of dog I want to own?






•   Having considered all my plans, will a dog fit into my future lifestyle?


 


Reasons for owning a dog



•   Do I want to own a dog for the right reasons, such as companionship, exercise and fun?






•   Do I have other reasons for owning a dog and expectations that dog ownership will not fulfil?


 


More than one dog?



•   Is it a good idea to get more than one dog?









Cost of ownership



•   Can I afford everything my dog will need?









Whose dog is it?


Who will provide for all the dog’s needs each day?







































What will happen to my dog if I cannot care for it for a while?









































 


WHEN NOT TO GET A DOG


 







•   If you are pregnant.


 


•   If you work full time.


 


•   If you are in a new relationship.


 


•   If you think you are in need of a dog because you feel unhappy.


 


•   If you want a dog for protection or to enhance your status.


 


•   If you are planning to move house or go on a trip in the near future.
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Make sure that you factor in all the costs of dog ownership, from pet insurance and veterinary bills to equipment, food and treats.











Getting a dog









Choosing your dog


 


All dogs are different


Breed groups


Inherited traits


Individual personalities


Mongrel, crossbreed or purebred?


Choices of age and gender


Choosing physical characteristics


Choosing a suitable character




All dogs are different





 


Dogs are one of the only species to come in such a vast range of sizes, shapes, coat types and colours. Different breeds have been created with different characters and personalities to fulfil a wide range of different roles, such as guarding, tracking or herding. Individuals within these breeds are fairly consistent in appearance but it isn’t enough to like the look of a dog. It is vital to find out about the job for which the breed was created, and learn all about its traits, before deciding whether it suits you and your family.









Wild ancestry


Wolves are the most likely ancestors of our pet dogs. Although wolves are very different from domesticated dogs, they provide a blueprint for our pets. Since our dogs show similar behaviour patterns, it is useful to look to wolves to give us an idea of why dogs are like they are.


 


Wolves evolved to track, chase and bring down large deer-sized animals. To do this, they have to hunt as a pack and live in family groups with strong social bonds. These bonds are strengthened by their ability to display and understand an intricate system of body language signals. Consequently, dogs are intensely social, something they inherited from their ancestors, and which man later accentuated through breeding.
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Generations of breeding give Collie puppies the propensity to herd and chase, which will need to be channelled into toy play to prevent unacceptable chasing as they mature.


 


Wolves are perfectly suited to their environment and many of their behaviours, such as turning round and round to make bedding comfortable before lying down, burying excess food, rolling in smelly substances and chasing have been handed down to our pet dogs.


 


When early humans began to settle in villages, waste dumps provided a new food supply for wolves. It is thought that the more confident wolves would have risked encounters with humans to feed from these dumps. These wolves, with less reactive and more ‘friendly’ genes, would have thrived and passed their genes on to future generations. These animals gradually evolved into ‘village dogs’ with weaker jaws, reduced reactivity, reduced predatory desire and probably less intelligence. Our modern dogs were created from these ‘village dogs’, resulting in the wide array of breeds we see today.


 


Dogs with jobs


People soon realized that they could affect the body shape and characteristics of dogs by selecting which individuals to breed with each other. Since there were a variety of jobs that dogs could do to help people survive and prosper, dogs of different shapes and sizes were bred for different useful activities. For example, dogs that would pick things up in their mouths were bred to help with hunting; large dogs with thick coats were bred to help fishermen in Newfoundland haul in nets and retrieve fish; elegant dogs with spotty coats were bred to run alongside the carriages of the rich, and small active dogs were bred to catch and kill vermin. Since many dogs were bred for similar functions in different parts of the world, we have ended up with many different breeds, some of which were bred to do similar jobs.


 


As well as physical characteristics, personality traits can also be chosen by selective breeding. Consequently, dogs bred to herd not only are physically adapted for chasing, but they also have an intense reactivity and a strong inherited desire to chase, which can then be honed to perfection by the trainer. Similarly, dogs bred to guard not only are large and powerful, but also have strong characters and the confidence necessary to see off a threat. Dogs bred to be companions, on the other hand, are generally sweet-natured and enjoy the company of people.
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High-energy dogs that are not given a job to do tend to invent their own, investing their energy in behaviours that are often less than acceptable to owners.





Breed groups





 


For simplicity, purebred dog breeds are categorized into seven different groups, according to what they were bred to do. These groups are terriers, gundogs, hounds, pastoral, toys, utility dogs and working dogs. Below is a summary of their origins and personality traits. If you are not sure which specific breed to choose, begin by choosing a group and then try to narrow it down.









Categorization


The groups used in this book represent the most common categorization around the world. However, different Kennel Clubs categorize dogs in different ways. For instance, the American Kennel Club has a ‘Miscellaneous’ group containing six breeds which European Kennel Clubs do not have. There are also some differences of opinion as to which dogs are in which group – in the United States, for example, a Bichon Frisé is classed as a ‘Non-sporting’ dog, but in the United Kingdom it is in the ‘toy’ group.


 


Terriers


Terriers are dogs that were originally bred to catch and kill animals considered to be vermin, or for sport. Most were bred to ‘go to ground’ to dig out animals from their lairs and so are natural diggers. Usually small in height, they tend to have strong predatory instincts and may pose a danger to small pets unless they have grown up with them and view them as a member of their family. Most will chase and may possibly injure cats unless they have been raised with them.


 


Terriers are usually tenacious, rough players with a hard bite, but many do have small mouths. They often have strong characters and a busy, excitable nature, which can be very charismatic. They are easily alerted and can make good watchdogs, although for some owners, their inclination to bark can be annoying. Terriers are feisty and quick-tempered and tend to react first and think later if something upsets them.
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Terriers tend to be small and full of character. Their ancestors have passed down genes that give them the propensity to be feisty and quick to react.


 


Terriers tend to be quick to react if something upsets them and are not always willing to do what you want them to do, but they are usually affectionate and outgoing and many owners enjoy their extrovert, independent nature.


 


Gundogs


Also known as ‘Sporting dogs’, gundogs have been bred to help people hunt by flushing game, pointing to game and retrieving the animals that are shot. They need to work closely with people and so they are usually sociable, willing to please and easy to train. They often have a soft bite so they do not damage the game they retrieve, but their desire to use their mouths can make them great chewers when growing up.


 


The upside is that they also play enthusiastically with toys. This makes them fun to be with, especially for children, and makes training easier as it gives you something other than food to reward them with. They usually enjoy close contact with their owners, but can be boisterous if they do not get enough exercise. Most gundogs have the energy and stamina to be on the move all day, so plenty of exercise is essential. They usually make very good dogs for an active family, as they tend to be tolerant and playful with children if raised with them and children are sensible.
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Gundogs, such as Pointers, are energetic, busy and playful. They are usually easy to train and willing to please, making them good family dogs for active families.


 


Hounds


Hounds were bred to track and hunt prey with humans on foot or on horseback. Some were bred to bring down prey and many are not good with small pets unless they have grown up with them. Hounds often have deep, resounding voices to let the hunter know where they are, but they do not usually bark unnecessarily. Hounds are mostly very amiable and relaxed. They were not bred to work closely with humans so can be independent and uncooperative. They are not really interested in toys and can be difficult to train, tending to run off when they see something to chase.


 


Most hounds were bred to live in packs and, as a result, are usually sociable and friendly to humans and other dogs. They do not mind close physical contact but they are also happy with people who prefer to be less tactile. They are usually content to relax at home, appearing lazy when there is nothing to do, but need long, energetic walks to use up their tremendous energy and desire to run.
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Hounds, like the Whippet, are sociable and tolerant, and like to run and sniff when outside, sometimes becoming so engrossed that they ignore their owners.


 


Pastoral


The American Kennel Club calls this group ‘Herding’. The group can be roughly divided into two categories – dogs that were bred to round up flocks of sheep or herds of cattle, and dogs that were bred to live with and protect flocks of sheep from predators.


 


Herding breeds were bred to herd domesticated animals. They are hard-working and need plenty of exercise for their minds and bodies. Herding breeds usually love playing with toys. Their excellent hearing makes them alert, active watchdogs, but it can also result in noise phobias if they are not accustomed to loud noises early in life.


 


Herding breeds are usually sensitive and quick to react, and can be nervous if not socialized or used to dealing with different experiences as puppies. They are usually very responsive to commands once they have learned them and are easily trained. They were bred to work closely with humans and prefer to have a close, strong bond with their owner, often enjoying close physical contact with plenty of stroking and fuss. A few breeds prefer a strong bond with one person, sometimes at the expense of other people in the house.
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