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Introduction

This story was originally published in Motives for Murder, an anthology of crime fiction by current members of The Detection Club to honour Peter Lovesey on his eightieth birthday. Each member wrote a small introduction to their story explaining their relationship to him. Here is Kate Ellis’:




	As a young crime fiction fan – when writing crime novels of my own was just a distant dream – I have happy memories of settling down in front of the TV to watch the latest episode of Cribb. With its intriguing mysteries and colourful portrayal of the life of a Victorian detective (dealing with many of the late nineteenth century’s most topical issues) Cribb soon became essential viewing and gradually I became aware of its creator’s name appearing in the credits. That name was Peter Lovesey.

	
	In addition to enjoying Alan Dobie’s excellent TV portrayal of the eponymous detective, I became an avid reader of the Sergeant Cribb books. And from that time on, every time Peter Lovesey brought out another novel my heart has lifted as I’ve grabbed it eagerly off the shelves. Peter is one of the most talented and original crime writers at work today and I couldn’t resist paying tribute to his first creation, Sergeant Cribb and his sidekick, Constable Thackeray, in The Mole Catcher’s Daughter. It only remains for me to wish Peter the happiest of special birthdays and many more excellent books to come.
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