
      
      
         [image: Cover]


      
   

      Copyright


      This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are either the product of the author’s imagination

         or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events or locales is entirely coincidental.

      


      Copyright © 1996 by David Fisher


	  All rights reserved.


      Warner Books, Inc.


      Hachette Book Group


      237 Park Avenue


      New York, NY 10017


	  Visit our website at 

         www.HachetteBookGroup.com

      


            First eBook Edition: December 2009


	

ISBN: 978-0-446-56511-0


      

   

      To my mother, Sylvia Fisher,
a mother, mother-in-law, and grandmother
of lawyers. Enough is enough.

      


   

      ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


      There are many people I would like to mention here; however, the lawyers have informed me I am limited by current libel laws.

         That stated, I would like to thank my editor, Rick Wolff, who goes to bat for authors whenever a hit is needed; as well as

         my agent for this project, Frank Weimann, for another job well done. I would also like to thank Susan Koenig for her valuable

         guidance and unfailing support.

      


   

      JACK “DOE” AND JILL “DOE”
V.
IMPERIAL BUCKET CORPORATION


      The Plaintiffs, Jack “Doe” and Jill “Doe,” both minors, do here-by allege that (1) they suffered grievous and permanent injuries

         when a steel bucket manufactured by the Defendant, Imperial Bucket Corporation, proved to be of unsafe design and manufacture,

         and without proper safety guards, so as to allow it to be operated in an unsafe manner by these minors; and (2) the Defendant

         is guilty of such gross product liability as to be responsible for these injuries and therefore should compensate Jack and

         Jill for a sum greater than five million dollars ($5,000,000).

      


      Plaintiffs were both completely untrained in the proper operation of the Defendant’s bucket, hereinafter referred to as “the

         pail,” when they attempted to convey such pail up a steep incline, hereinafter referred to as “the hill.”

      


      The pail manufactured by the Defendant was made of steel and weighed 1.6 pounds when empty. It was designed to be carried

         by a rounded metal handle, or “bail.” Depending on the material used to fill the pail, the weight of such pail could vary

         between 1.9 pounds (cotton) and 61.0 pounds (pig iron). Unless one received proper instruction in the use of this pail, it

         could easily be overloaded, causing it to become unstable.

      


      The pail included no directions for safe use, no warnings of any kind about the potential danger of the pail, and no safety

         devices to protect individuals from suffering injuries when using this pail. The pail could be operated by minors who could

         not possibly be aware of the inherent dangers in the defective design of this pail and would therefore be subject to injury.

      


      Jack and Jill will testify that they were able to move forward in a skipping (def.: proceed with leaps and bounds) manner

         up the hill, holding on to the pail, which swung precariously between them. Upon reaching the top of said hill, they proceeded

         to fill the pail with a clear liquid, hereinafter referred to as “water.” The weight of the water will be affixed through

         laboratory testing. What they could not possibly have known is that the defective design of this pail permitted it to be filled

         with water to an unsafe level.

      


      As Plaintiffs began carrying the now hazardous steel pail down the side of said hill, the water began shifting in the pail,

         causing the weight to be unevenly distributed. While this motion, known scientifically as “sloshing,” did cause a partial

         reduction in the contents of the pail, this had the effect of causing an additional unbalancing of the pail. Jack and Jill,

         neither being experienced in the trade of carrying a pail of water down a steep incline, suffered extreme difficulty in maintaining

         control over the pail. In their effort to retain control of the pail, both Jack and Jill, individually and simultaneously,

         did lose their balance owing entirely to the instability of the pail.

      


      According to police reports, Jack apparently lost control of the pail and fell down the hill. Jill, a young female weighing

         approximately forty-eight pounds, could not possibly have been expected to retain control of the pail without assistance and

         immediately came tumbling after.

      


      By reason of the foregoing and by reason of the Defendant’s negligence, Plaintiffs were severely bruised, injured, and wounded;

         suffered, and still suffer, and will continue to suffer for some time to come, physical and mental pain and great bodily injuries.

         Specifically, Jack broke his crown in three different places in addition to fracturing his ribs and right arm. Jill sustained

         bruises and contusions to her legs, ankles, and wrist. Some of these injuries may well be of a permanent nature so as to affect

         the lives of these minors forever and one day.

      


      The Imperial Bucket Corporation, being aware for an indeterminate time that the bucket they callously manufactured and offered

         to market had serious design flaws and under certain conditions could cause severe injury, nevertheless did continue to manufacture

         and market such a bucket to the public. They failed to take the necessary steps to inform the public of the potential for

         injury inherent in the use of their product. That they did so, and continue to do so, indicates a disregard for the public

         welfare, for which punitive damages might be deemed appropriate.

      


      Until such design problems as noted are corrected, the Imperial Bucket Corporation should be enjoined from offering their

         product for sale to the public. They should also be required to recall all such defective buckets in existence and make appropriate

         restitution and repairs. All persons past and present in possession of this dangerous product should receive notice that under

         certain conditions, even with proper precautions, use of this product might result in permanent, disabling injury. Minors should be prevented from purchasing or possessing

         this product without proper parental supervision.

      


      Due to use of this defective product, Jack “Doe” and Jill “Doe,” minors, have suffered irreparable injury and must be compensated

         in line with the substantial pain and suffering they have endured.

      


   

      TAILOR V. EMPEROR
MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT


      In this action, the Plaintiff, Donald Tailor, by trade a tailor of fine garments, hereby alleges and swears that he was employed

         by agents of the Emperor to create for the Emperor a suit of new clothes. This suit of clothes was to be worn by the Emperor

         when he led the annual parade down Emperor’s Way on Emperor’s Day. Tailor Tailor asserts that he was told to use only the

         finest materials, cut to measurements provided by Palace officials, and to create a design traditional yet au courant. Plaintiff

         Tailor asserts that on at least three previous occasions he was employed to design, cut, and sew garments for the Emperor

         and on each such prior occasion he was suitably compensated by the Emperor. Plaintiff Tailor asserts he is a highly respected

         craftsman whose garments have been worn by royalty in kingdoms, fiefdoms, dukedoms, counties, and towns throughout the Empire.

      


      Plaintiff Tailor asserts that three days prior to the parade he did deliver to the Palace a newly constructed suit of garments,

         including underclothing, knee socks, knickers, a formal shirt with high collar, and a long tea coat. These clothes are described

         by the Plaintiff as “avant-garde” and “a fashion statement beyond description.” After a fitting, the Emperor accepted these

         garments. The Emperor then agreed to pay Plaintiff Tailor the agreed-upon fee plus a bonus. The garments were unique, constructed

         from a new material, described by Plaintiff Tailor as “a miracle fabric. This is the most sheer material ever produced, woven

         from a combination of unicorn fur and pig hair. This material has been found to be amazingly light in weight, incredibly smooth

         to the touch, and spectacularly beautiful to the eye [see attached Exhibits 1 and 1A]. This material will never wrinkle. It

         will not stain, tear, or show wear of any kind no matter how much abuse it sustains. It can be folded many times to fit into

         the smallest luggage. It is extremely simple to accessorize. It will even change size to compensate for changes in the wearer.

         Upon viewing this suit for the first time, the Emperor commented, ‘I’ve never seen anything like it before.’”

      


      Unfortunately, during the parade an uneducated child with an untrained eye unable to appreciate the subtleties of this garment

         did remark that he could not see the true beauty, causing the Emperor to believe that something was amiss with this suit.

         Notwithstanding that the rank and file in the Palace did praise and compliment the clothing, the Emperor accepted the word

         of a minor and has refused to pay the agreed-upon fee. Plaintiff Tailor asks for immediate payment for the garments.

      


      Plaintiff also asserts that, contrary to the uneducated opinion voiced by a child, royalty in this and other kingdoms have

         ordered garments made from the same “miracle fabric” as that of the Emperor. Plaintiff Tailor has received so many orders

         that his shop is currently backlogged and he cannot produce them rapidly enough, as production of this material is painstaking

         and time-consuming. Plaintiff Tailor charges that his reputation has been damaged and he has been subjected to derision. He

         humbly requests that the Court order the Emperor to make immediate payment for services faithfully rendered.

      


      FOR THE DEFENSE: In this action, the Defendant, our Most Honored and Beloved Emperor, Direct Descendant of the Sun King and

         Moon Queen, does hereby assert that he employed the Plaintiff to create for him a suit of clothing suitable for wearing in

         the annual Emperor’s Day Parade. However, the Emperor asserts that when such garments were delivered to him, the suit in question

         was the wrong color and the wrong size and appeared to have been previously worn. Plaintiff did additional work on these garments

         and did deliver to the Palace the morning of the parade several hangers on which he claimed garments constructed from this

         “miracle fabric” were hanging. When the Emperor did not fully appreciate the beauty of this fabric, Plaintiff explained it

         was so unusually sheer that it looked like nothing but in fact was special, unique, one of a kind. The Emperor did accept

         this clothing and did wear this clothing in the parade. He was subjected to scorn, ridicule, embarrassment, and humiliation.

         The Emperor does not like to be subjected to scorn, ridicule, embarrassment, and humiliation. Therefore he refused payment

         to the Plaintiff based on the fact that Plaintiff failed to deliver to him suitable clothing at the proper time. The Emperor

         humbly asks the Court to dismiss all claims against him.
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