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“Big Ears! Big Ears!”

The chanting started with just one kid, a pink, freckly boy wearing a back-to-front baseball cap. Then the rest of the children on the school bus started too. All the children, that is, except the one they called Big Ears.

“Big Ears! Big Ears!”

The boy they called Big Ears squirmed in his seat, desperately trying to turn away from the taunting.

Then he looked up and caught the glint of evil triumph in the face of the pink, freckly boy, who was behind him.
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Suddenly, something inside him snapped. He turned around and thumped the freckly boy. Then he thumped him again and again, his anger and hurt feeding every punch he landed.

Around him the chants of “Big Ears!” quickly turned to cries of:

“Fight! Fight!”

The driver screeched to a halt. Everyone sat down. The driver walked through the bus until he reached the boy they called Big Ears.

“Michael Phelps,” he drawled, putting his face right up close to him, “you are trouble. As soon as I get back to the depot, I’m gonna call the school and report you to the principal.”
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