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Introduction



Unit 1: British Period Study and Enquiry


Unit 1 involves the study of a period of British history. At both A- and AS-level there are two sections to the examination. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Essay section. In the Enquiry section there will be four primary written sources and one question for the A-level examination and three primary written sources and two questions for the AS. Section B will consist of two essays of which you will have to answer one. The type of essay set for both AS-and A-level are similar, but the AS mark scheme does not have a Level 6 (see page 7).


The Later Tudors, 1547–1603


The specification lists the content of the Enquiry element, which is the Mid Tudor Crisis 1547–58, under three key topics:





•  Key Topic 1 – The stability of the monarchy, 1547–58



•  Key Topic 2 – Religious changes, 1547–58



•  Key Topic 3 – Rebellion and unrest, 1547–58





The specification lists the content of the Period Study element, which is Elizabethan England 1558–1603, under four key topics:





•  Key Topic 1 – Elizabeth and religion



•  Key Topic 2 – The nature of the Elizabethan monarchy, government and parliament



•  Key Topic 3 – Elizabeth’s management of financial, economic and social affairs



•  Key Topic 4 – Elizabethan later years, 1588–1603





Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.


AS-level


The AS examination which you may be taking includes all the content.


You are required to answer the following:





•  Section A: two questions. They are source-based questions and will require you to use your knowledge to explain, analyse and evaluate three primary sources. The first question will require you to consider the utility of one of the sources for a particular issue and is worth 10 marks. The second question will require you to explain, analyse and evaluate the three sources in relation to an issue and is worth 20 marks. The section is worth 30 marks.



•  Section B: one essay question from a choice of two. The essays require you to explain, analyse and assess an issue, using your knowledge to reach a balanced judgement about the question. The question is worth 20 marks.





The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you are advised to spend slightly more time on Section A.


At AS, Unit 1 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.


A-level


The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content.


You are required to answer the ONE question from Section A and one essay from Section B from a choice of TWO questions.





•  Section A is the Enquiry question and will contain four written primary sources. You will be asked to use the four sources to test a hypothesis by considering the provenance and content of the sources and applying your own knowledge to the sources to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the issue in the question. This is the same as the AS Question 2 but uses four sources instead of three.



•  The essay questions are similar in style and requirement to the AS essay question, except to reach the highest level you will need to show a more developed sense of judgement.





The exam lasts for one and a half hours. You should spend slightly longer on Section A than B.


At A-level Unit 1 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 25 per cent of A-level.


In both the AS- and A-level examinations you are being tested on:





•  the ability to use relevant historical information



•  the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement.





In the AS examination you are also being tested on your ability to analyse and evaluate the different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.


How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination. The book is divided into seven sections – one for each section of the AS- and A-level specifications. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads.





•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.



•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.





Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary (see pages 98–99).
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Examination activities


There are three levels of exam-focused activities:





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]






Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers online. These can be found at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]


Each section ends with exam-style questions and sample answers with examiner’s commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  completed the activities.








Mark schemes



For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.


AS-level
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A-level
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1 The stability of the monarchy



The problem of Edward VI’s age


In 1543 Henry VIII had issued a Third Succession Act which confirmed that if Edward died without heirs the throne would pass to Mary; ‘and should the Lady Mary die without heirs, then the crown shall pass to the Lady Elizabeth and to her heirs’. This Act reversed the earlier Succession Acts, which excluded both Mary and Elizabeth from the succession, although it did not reverse their illegitimacy.


As Henry’s health declined during 1546 he was aware that Edward would come to the throne as a minor. As a result, Henry wanted to try to avoid disputes about the succession and in his will confirmed the terms of the Third Succession Act.


The establishment of the Regency Council


Henry’s concern about political stability was seen in his establishment of a Regency Council. This was balanced between ‘reformists’, led by Seymour (later Duke of Somerset), and the ‘Catholics’ under Norfolk and Gardiner. However, this was undermined by the actions of Paget and Denny, who left plenty of space in the king’s will for changes to the king’s wishes to be made and it appears that details about the Council were added only when the king was close to death and unable to prevent them. Moreover, their task was made easier as Gardiner had been removed and Norfolk was in the Tower.


The changes did not even require Henry’s signature as Denny controlled the dry stamp of the king’s signature, which could be inked in. He and Paget were also able to keep Henry’s death quiet for a few days so the reformists were able to consolidate their position and Somerset establish himself and exercise virtual royal power.


The problem of a minor on the throne


There had been minors on the throne before:





•  Henry III was nine when he came to the throne; civil war broke out but only after he came of age.



•  Richard II was ten when he came to the throne in 1377; he was deposed in 1399 but that was because of his rule after he came of age.



•  Henry VI was eight months old in 1422 and, although his reign witnessed the Wars of the Roses, England was relatively stable during the minority.



•  Edward V was twelve when he succeeded Edward IV in 1483. He was imprisoned and probably murdered by his uncle and supposed protector, Richard III, which lost him support and aided Henry Tudor in his claim.





There were concerns a minor would create instability because:





•  he would be unable to lead troops in battle



•  other states might look to exploit the weakness of a minor and attack



•  England might return to civil war as had happened in the fifteenth century



•  a minor would not be able to control factional struggles, similar to those of the last years of Henry VIII



•  in an age of personal monarchy, there were concerns about his image; it would be difficult to portray Edward as powerful or militarily adept.





However, the later image of him as a sickly child was not true when he came to the throne. There was every expectation in 1547 that he would reach adulthood and produce an heir.


The emergence of Somerset


Somerset’s assumption of power was unsurprising as he was Edward’s uncle and had built up a reputation as a successful soldier during the campaigns against Scotland in the 1540s. The transfer of power to him was smooth and there were good arguments against a Regency Council of sixteen with every member having an equal voice as it was very unlikely any decisions would be reached. However, some questioned the legality of his power as it went against Henry’s wishes.
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[image: ] Mind map


Make a copy of the mind map below and use the information on the opposite page to show how each issue explains why there were concerns about a minor on the throne.
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[image: ] Spot the inference


High-level answers avoid just summarising or paraphrasing the sources, and instead make inferences from the sources. Below are a source and a series of statements. Read the source and decide which of the statements:





•  make an inference from the source (I)



•  paraphrase the source (P)



•  summarise the source (S)



•  cannot be justified from the source (X).
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SOURCE


From Edward VI’s chronicle, 1547.


He [in his private diary Edward always referred to himself as ‘he’] was suddenly proclaimed king on the day his father’s death was announced in London, where there was great lamentation. He spent three weeks in the Tower while the Council enforced the late king’s will. They thought best to choose the Duke of Somerset as Lord Protector of the Realm and Governor the king’s person during his minority, being but nine years old. He sat at dinner with the crown on his head and Lords in the hall beneath.
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The problem of gender and Mary’s marriage



The accession of a female ruler did cause serious concerns in sixteenth-century society. England had been ruled by a female ruler only once before, in the twelfth century. That had resulted in civil war as many had refused to accept Matilda as queen and supported Stephen instead. Some countries also excluded women through the Salic law and it could be argued that one of the reasons Henry VIII was so concerned about having a male heir was because he believed that a female ruler would create dynastic weakness. There were a number of reasons why it was feared that a female ruler would weaken the monarchy:





•  A woman would be unable to control faction.



•  A woman would be unable to lead an army into battle.



•  A woman was expected to marry, but that created further problems. First, there was the question of whom Mary should marry and, second, the sixteenth-century view was that women, even queens, should be subservient to their husbands.





This, therefore, raised two further problems:





•  If Mary married an Englishman, the power of her husband’s family would increase and they might dominate court.



•  If Mary married a foreigner, there were fears that the country would be dominated by foreigners.





Mary’s marriage


The Scottish theologian John Knox wrote The First Blast and Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women in which he expressed his view that it was unnatural and insulting to God for a woman to rule. However, it was not that, but rather Mary’s decision to marry Philip of Spain that caused the problems. There were only two realistic candidates:





•  Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, who was backed by Gardiner.



•  Philip of Spain, who was backed by Paget.





Courtenay was descended from royal blood, but Mary’s preference was for Philip as the marriage would bring England closer to the Habsburgs, the family to which her mother, Catherine of Aragon, was related.


Philip might be a powerful ruler who could protect Mary, but as she was expected to be subservient she could be dragged into wars which would not benefit the nation. These fears played a significant role in Wyatt’s rebellion of 1554 (see page 44), although it can also be argued that it was Mary’s skill that defeated him, showing that female rule was able to preserve the monarchy.


Mary informed the Council on 27 October 1553 that it was her intention to marry Philip. There was a petition from the House of Commons opposing her decision, but she ignored it. On 7 December a marriage treaty was presented to the Council and approved in January 1554.


The treaty and reassurances did not prevent rebellion, which broke out in January 1554 (see page 44). This was only six months after the defeat of Lady Jane Grey and can be used as further evidence of the instability caused by a female ruler. Plotting had begun as soon as there were rumours of a marriage and it involved members of the political elite, led by Sir James Croft, Sir Peter Carew and Sir Thomas Wyatt. These men had all held office under Henry VIII and Edward, but now feared they would lose influence and be replaced by Spaniards who would dominate both court and government. The initial plan was a four-pronged rising based in Devon, Leicestershire, the Welsh borders and Kent, though it was only the latter that actually rose.


However, whether the proclamation of the marriage was the real cause is a matter of debate as Wyatt was a Protestant and the other leaders all had links with the reformed faith. The rebels had planned to marry Elizabeth to Courtenay, but he disclosed the scheme and this forced the rebels to act early. Despite this, the situation was serious as a royal force under Norfolk sent to confront the rebels deserted. The rebels did get to the gates of the city of London, but Mary’s resolution and refusal to leave the city were factors in its defeat and again a sign that a female ruler was not necessarily weak.


Despite the defeat of the rebellion, it did have an impact on stability as the marriage did not take place until twelve months after Mary came to the throne and after the marriage Philip spent more time abroad than in the country, limiting his influence to, at best, a distant confidant.
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[image: ] Using the provenance


Sources A and B show different explanations given for Wyatt’s rising. Identify the difference and use the provenance to think which might be more reliable.




[image: ]


Difference:


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________


Which might be more reliable:


___________________________________


Why?


___________________________________


___________________________________


___________________________________
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SOURCE A


Thomas Wyatt explains the reasons for the rebellion, 25 January 1554.


We write to you as friends, neighbours and Englishmen, concerning Queen Mary’s declared intention to marry a foreigner, and request you to join us to prevent this. We swear to you before God that we seek no harm to the queen, but merely wish her better advice. Our wealth and health depend on it. A hundred armed Spaniards have already arrived at Dover and travelled through Kent on their way to London. We require you to assemble with us as much support as possible, to help us protect liberty and the commonwealth.
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SOURCE B


An account written for the government explains the rising. From John Proctor, A History of Wyatt’s Rebellion, 1554.


Wyatt, proceeding in his detestable purpose, armed himself and as many as he could. And, considering that the restoring of the newly-forged religion was not a cause general enough to attract all sorts to support him, he determined to speak no word of religion but to make the colour of his commotion only to withstand strangers and to advance liberty.
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AS question


Read Source C and answer the following question.




Source C refers to the defeat of Wyatt’s rebellion. How useful is it for understanding why Mary Tudor was able to rally support against Wyatt?
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SOURCE C


A contemporary records Mary’s reaction to Wyatt’s march on London. From Charles Wriothesley’s Chronicle of England for 1554.


On 1 February the queen went to the Guildhall and declared to the audience the wicked plan of the traitor Wyatt, which was utterly to deprive her of her crown, and to ransack the city. She spoke so nobly, with so good spirit, and with so loud a voice, that all the people might hear her Majesty, and were comforted in their hearts with so sweet words which made them weep with joy to hear her Majesty speak. On 3 February the queen appointed Lord William Howard to be Captain General, with the Lord Mayor for the defence of the city.
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The Devise and the succession in 1553 and 1558



The succession in 1553


In the early months of 1553 Edward VI’s health began to deteriorate, and despite treatment, he continued to decline. According to the Succession Acts and Henry’s will, the throne was to pass to Edward’s half-sister, Mary. However, during the spring and summer a plot developed to change the succession so as to exclude Mary. Most accounts suggest that the scheme was the work of the Lord President of the Council, Northumberland. These accounts argue that he was behind it because:





•  it was essential to preserve his power



•  as a Protestant he would lose power when the Catholic Mary came to the throne.





These accounts have therefore argued that he arranged the marriage of his son, Guildford Dudley, to Lady Jane Grey in order to achieve it. This was soon followed by Edward changing his will and naming Jane Grey as his heir.


However, there is also evidence to suggest that Edward was the driving force behind the attempts:





•  He was playing a greater role in government, attending Privy Council meetings and setting some agendas.



•  Edward was a committed Protestant and wanted to stop the throne passing to his Catholic half-sister.



•  Edward wanted the religious reform programme he had started to continue.





The Devise


The Devise for the succession was initially drawn up in May 1553. It named the male heirs of the Grey family as the successors, but there were no male heirs and there was no likelihood of any being born before Edward died, as his health was declining rapidly. Therefore, the initial Devise was altered and Jane Grey was made heir. It was only with this change that Northumberland’s importance increased as, when Guildford married Jane, she was not heir.


The plot


The plot was poorly managed and this supports the view that it was Edward, rather than Northumberland, who was behind its organisation:





•  As an experienced soldier, Northumberland would have ensured he had sufficient forces to take control, but the professional force had been dismissed in 1552.



•  He would have ensured Mary was captured, but she escaped to East Anglia.



•  He would have launched a propaganda campaign to prepare the nation for the change in the succession.





When Edward died on 6 July 1553 the news was kept quiet for two days. Mary responded quickly and proclaimed herself queen and sent letters to the Privy Council and important towns informing them, thus behaving as if she considered herself the rightful and legitimate monarch. The question of legitimacy was important for the ruling class, because if they supported an illegal claimant all laws could be challenged and their right to land questioned. It was in their interests to support the rightful ruler.


Although Jane was proclaimed queen, against her wishes, on 10 July, her rule did not last (see page 42). Mary also proclaimed herself queen and the rebellion soon collapsed.


Mary Tudor’s death


If the death of Edward VI had created instability with the raising of armed forces, this was not the case in 1558. However, even in 1553 Lady Jane Grey ruled for only nine days and the ruling elite supported the rightful monarch, backing Mary once Northumberland left London.


In 1558 there was no attempt to alter the succession by Mary, although she did try to persuade Elizabeth to maintain the Catholic faith. When she died, the crown was offered peacefully to her sister, suggesting that legitimacy and the succession as stated by Henry in the Third Succession Act was more important than issues of religious belief.
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[image: ] Support or challenge [image: ]


Below is an exam-style question that asks you to agree with a specific statement and a series of sources relevant to the question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to decide whether the sources support or challenge the statement in the question and explain why in the boxes.




Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Mary’s legitimacy was the most important reason people supported her in 1553.









	Source

	Support

	Challenge






	A

	 

	 






	B

	 

	 






	C

	 

	 







[image: ]







[image: ]


SOURCE A


An anonymous writer explains why people supported Mary. John Foxe later used this as a source for his Acts and Monuments.


After King Edward’s death the Council proclaimed Lady Jane as queen. But, partly because of the right of Mary’s title and partly because of the malice that the people bore to the Duke of Northumberland for the death of the Duke of Somerset and his other cruelty, the majority of the commons with some nobles sided with Lady Mary, who proclaimed herself queen.
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SOURCE B


A writer explains his concerns about the change to the succession. From A Poetical Autobiography of Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, written before 1571.


Immediately I heard of King Edward’s death. I sorrowfully left Greenwich and went to our family home in London. My brother guessed by my depressed mood that the king was dead and I told them this was so. I revealed to them the cover-up that had taken place and how the Council intended to proclaim Queen Jane. I did not love Catholicism but detested the wicked plan to exclude rightful heirs. I was looking for a solution; there was no need to injure Mary in this way.
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SOURCE C


A writer explains why Suffolk men supported Mary. From John Foxe, Acts and Monuments, written in the mid 1550s.


The first to resort to her were the Suffolk men who, being always forward in promoting the proceedings of the gospel, promised her their aid provided she would promise them no innovations would be made in religion. She agreed.
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[image: ] Doing reliability well [image: ]


Below are an exam-style question and a set of definitions listing common reasons why sources can be unreliable. Using Sources A–C above, for each source write a critical account of whether it is a reliable or unreliable piece of evidence, justifying your answer by referring to the definitions below.




Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Mary’s legitimacy was the most important reason people supported her in 1553.








•  Vested interest: the source is written so that the writer can protect their own power or interests.



•  Second-hand report: the writer is not in a position to know and is relying on someone else’s information.



•  Expertise: the source is written on a subject that the author is an expert in.



•  Political bias: the source is written by a politician and it reflected their political views.



•  Reputation: the source is written to protect the writer’s reputation.
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Faction and its impact during the rule of Somerset and Northumberland



The last years of Henry VIII’s reign had seen a factional struggle, but this appeared to have ended with the triumph of Somerset and the ‘reformist’ faction over the ‘Catholic’ faction with the defeat of Henry’s plan for a balanced Regency Council. However, although the reformists dominated government, the events of the summer of 1549 gave the Catholic faction an opportunity to reassert itself.


The impact of the 1549 unrest


Although the unrest in the countryside was put down, the ruling elite were concerned by the disorder, particularly as some of the rebels’ complaints were against them. Not only that, but there was also disquiet within governing circles about the personal nature of Somerset’s government, as letters from Paget, a close advisor of the Protector, reveal. It led to the formation of the anti-Somerset faction.


The anti-Somerset faction


The group that was formed had little in common, except a dislike of Somerset’s methods and policies. It included such diverse figures as Paget, Warwick, who was made Duke of Northumberland in 1547, and Wriothesley. The latter was opposed to Somerset’s religious policies, Warwick may have seen an opportunity to advance his own power, while Paget was concerned about Somerset ignoring his advice. It was the events of the summer of 1549 that provided this group with the opportunity to act.


Somerset’s loss of power


As Somerset’s hold on power declined, he retreated to Hampton Court with Edward. On 5 October he summoned loyal subjects there to defend him and the king, but moved the next day to Windsor with Edward. However, Edward fell ill, claimed he was a prisoner, and abandoned his uncle. Edward stated that Somerset had threatened riots if he was removed from power. Although Somerset denied this, he could not contradict the king and within a week was removed.


The triumph of Warwick


Although Somerset had been removed, Warwick’s triumph was far from guaranteed. The Council contained a majority of religious conservatives who did not trust Warwick. He brought in his own allies so that he had a Protestant majority, but in early December there were rumours of a Catholic plot to remove him. Warwick seized the opportunity, declaring that any who attacked Somerset were attacking him. By January 1550 the leading Catholics, the Earls of Arundel and Southampton, had been dismissed and Warwick was Lord President of the Council. He placed his own supporters in important positions around Edward, but in order to succeed he had been forced to ally with more religiously radical members and this would impact on religious developments (see page 22).


Once he was secure he attempted a reconciliation with Somerset.


Despite the factional struggle lasting from October 1549 until early 1550, the administration of the country continued to function and did not impact on the efficiency of the government. The crisis in October was short-lived and did not threaten the monarchy.


The execution of Somerset


Warwick released Somerset from jail, his goods were restored and his daughter married Warwick’s son. He was also restored to court and the Privy Council. However, Somerset continued to plot in an attempt to recover his position and this led the Privy Council to execute him on 22 January 1552, although some of the evidence may have been fabricated to justify his death.
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[image: ] Linking sources


Below are a question and the four sources referred to in the question. In one colour, draw links between the sources to show ways in which they show that political instability was caused by the ambition of councillors.




Read Sources A–D. How far do they show that ambition was the main cause of political instability in the period 1549–52?
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SOURCE A


An advisor writes to Protector Somerset. From a letter from William Paget, July 1549.


The king’s subjects out of all discipline and all obedience, and care for neither you or the king. What is the cause? Your softness, you wish to be good to the poor. It is a pity that your gentle approach should cause such evil as the rebels now threaten.


[image: ]
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SOURCE B


A chronicle outlines the charges against Somerset in October 1549.


First that through his malicious and evil government, the Lord Protector had caused all the recent unrest in the country. Second, he was ambitious and sought his own glory. Third, that he had ignored the advice of his councillors. Fourth, that he had told untruths about the Council to the king.
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SOURCE C


A contemporary relates the events leading to Somerset’s execution. From a letter to John Calvin from Francis Bourgoyne, January 1553.


Somerset was the head of a conspiracy against the whole Council, and more particularly against the Duke of Northumberland, whom Somerset pursued with a deadly hatred, since Northumberland had been foremost among those who deprived him of the rank of Lord Protector.
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SOURCE D


A contemporary explains why the Privy Council executed Somerset. From Francis Bourgoyne’s further letter to John Calvin, January 1553.


The whole Council decided that they would no longer endure that excessive arrogance of the Duke of Somerset, that made it quite clear that if he were released from imprisonment, he would raise rebellions which would endanger the whole kingdom.
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[image: ] Add your own knowledge


Annotate Sources A–D with your own knowledge to add evidence which either supports or challenges the view presented in each source about whether ambition was the main cause of instability in the period 1549–52.
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Faction under Mary



One of the major concerns about a female ruler was that it was believed she would be unable to control factions. This had already appeared to be the case over Mary’s proposed marriage with two of her leading councillors supporting different suitors. There were also fears that a Spanish marriage would create factional strife between English courtiers, worried about their positions and patronage and the expected influx of Spanish courtiers, who they believed would dominate the court and be given positions within the administration. Despite these concerns, there is no evidence that it had an impact on the efficiency of the administration.


Divisions within the Privy Council


Mary’s Privy Council was large as she brought in her own supporters who had helped her gain the throne, but also kept many experienced administrators. This has led some to argue that it was ineffective. However, this view can be challenged because:





•  it was rare for all councillors to be present



•  the average size of meetings was similar to those held under Northumberland
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