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      · THE POWER OF
THE SABRE ·

      
      DAN JERRIS

      
      Illustrations by Rory Walker
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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Flash Johnny: Slitgut’s devious and greedy cabin boy
      

      
      Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
      

      
      Mahoot: Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: Gunner’s bosun
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
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      Pigface McNurt: Slitgut’s bosun; a huge pirate with a ring through his nose
      

      
      Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
      

      
      Slicer: Gunner’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes that once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor
      

      
      Slitgut: A fearsome pirate who captains the ship The Enemy

      
      Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a ship called The Siren

      
      Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in Town who cheats people
      

      
      Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s first mate
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      Dangerous Landing

      
      The pirate ship The Invincible lay offshore from the main beach on Dragon Island, pitching in a heavy swell. Al Breas sat on deck, reading his grandfather’s
         diary. He had already read it several times, even backwards, searching for anything to help him find the magical words to
         the legendary Dragon Blood Sabre.
      

      
      Al turned the last page and sighed. Not a single clue or code, he thought. Our only chance to make the sabre work again is to find the sorcerer’s workroom in the underground city. He placed his grandfather’s diary in a pewter box with his other treasures, a map and a golden key, and slid the box into
         a pocket in his jacket.
      

      
      Hally, Al’s sister, stumbled from a hatchway. Her face looked green. ‘That was the worst storm ever!’ she complained. ‘I feel
         terrible.’
      

      
      Al’s friends, Mahoot and Owen, appeared behind Hally, and wove their way unsteadily across the deck towards him.

      
      ‘Captain Gunner says we’ll go ashore in a few minutes,’ said Mahoot. ‘But it’ll be risky. The swell’s huge.’

      
      ‘Gunner doesn’t want us to wait for the waves to drop before we start out,’ explained Owen. ‘He wants to move on as soon as
         possible, because he’s worried we’ve been followed.’
      

      [image: image]

      
      Before they had set sail, the crew of The Invincible had eaten dinner in the tavern in Town. Owen had been showing off with his Discovery Sabre, a sword with magical powers,
         when Slicer, the boat’s cook, shouted out that Gunner was off to Dragon Island to find more wonderful treasures. There were lots of people in the tavern who might have overheard, so Gunner had waited a few days before setting
         sail in the dead of night, hoping to get away without anyone following.
      

      
      ‘Look at that dragon!’ cried Hally, pointing to a huge reptile lumbering along the beach. ‘We might have guns, but they won’t
         protect us against hundreds of those man-eating monsters. I’m scared!’
      

      
      ‘You could always stay on board,’ suggested Owen.

      
      A huge swell lifted the boat. Hally ran to the rail and vomited over the edge. ‘I’d prefer to face the dragons,’ she said
         shakily, turning back to the boys.
      

      
      ‘We’ll protect you,’ said Mahoot, kindly. ‘Al and Owen have their sabres, and I’ll walk beside you all the way. I have one
         of Slicer’s knives.’
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      Two longboats were loaded with supplies. Slicer took the tiller of one, and the children were ordered aboard. Just as it was
         lowered into the waves, Snakeboot, the ship’s three-legged cat, bounded down from the rails and leapt into Al’s lap.
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