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Welcome to the Fabulous & Focused family. We’re so glad you’ve joined us on this journey. Whether it’s your first, second, or tenth time through, we hope you find it rewarding, inspiring, and encouraging.


As you begin this Fabulous and Focused journey, take a moment to consider how you can make this time the most rewarding for yourself. Could you set this devotion by your bed so that it is either the first thing you read in the morning or the last thing you read at night? Could you place it on your desk or in your purse so it’s with you during lunch? Could you journal about each day—what you learn, how the Lord speaks to your heart, what you want to pray about, or what actions you need to take?


This is your time… and you’re worth taking it. As you read these devotions, be mindful that you serve an amazing God who loves you and has called you by name. And if you let Him, He will use you in every area of life—at home, at work, at church, and in your community.


So whether you have yet to make a decision for Christ, are a new Christian eager to learn how to live a godly life at work, want to pursue God more faithfully by making time for a daily devotion, or have served Him for years, thank you for taking this journey with us. We are all in this together, and as sisters in Christ and working women, we are strong, called, and equipped.


We are excited about this season, and we hope you are, too! We pray this devotional helps you become even more fabulous and focused.


Your sisters in Christ,


Michelle & Gena















DAY 1



New Beginnings


We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps.


Proverbs 16:9 NLT


I love new beginnings—the beginning of a new year, the beginning of a new adventure, the beginning of a new project, whatever. There’s something about all that newness and possibility that speaks to me.


And I’ve learned that the best way to tackle any new year, adventure, project, or dream is to plan. I open my planner (yes, I still use a paper one) and write out all the goals, steps, and resources I’ll need to get the desired results.


I pray for God’s blessing and perspective as I do this. Thankfully, He never disappoints. So often He brings steps, resources, and ideas to my mind for how to begin my new whatever.


So right now, take a moment and pray about your new whatever. Ask the Lord to help you plan by directing your steps and giving you creative ideas for accomplishing your goals. He’s so faithful. He wants to be involved in your life. You can trust that He will “determine your steps.” —MMA
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Heavenly Father, I ask for Your perspective and direction on my day today. I want to hear from You, and I ask that You would help me know the best way to accomplish all that I plan to do. Amen.















DAY 2



Pardon Me, May I Use You as a Rung?


Love… is not self-seeking.


1 Corinthians 13:4–5


Love is not self-seeking. Well, that’s a tough one to practice in today’s workplace, isn’t it? I mean, if you don’t look out for Number One, nobody else will, right? The world would have you think that you must push and claw your way to the top—even at the expense of others. But that’s not God’s way of doing things. God wants to promote you in His way—in His time.


You don’t have to play the game to climb the corporate ladder. You don’t have to step on others to get ahead. You can rest in God, knowing that He has a good plan for your life.


Maybe you’ve been hurt by a coworker. Maybe someone you trusted at work betrayed you to gain placement in the company. It happens, but don’t let that situation derail you. Continue to walk in love and allow God to open doors for you. He will!


See, God is looking out for you. He wants you to succeed, and He knows the best path for you to follow. If you follow Him and let love be your guide, you’ll receive every promotion and success He intends for you to have. —MMA
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Lord, I trust You with my career. I know that You will cause me to succeed. I love You. Amen.















DAY 3



Nurturing the Blooms


Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.


Proverbs 10:4


One of my favorite hobbies is gardening. I could spend whole afternoons in my garden. I imagine how I want it look in one or two years. I plan the flower beds, choose the right plants, and get them settled into the ground. Then, once I’ve done the initial work, I nurture the plants so they can thrive. I must be diligent if I want to enjoy the benefits of my work. It’s relaxing yet challenging.


I think about my job and relationships while I’m gardening. There are a lot of similarities between them. This is a fast-food world, where results are expected quickly and diligence is sorely underdeveloped. But often, just like in gardening, it takes diligence to see the fruit of your labor. It takes time and effort to excel. A smart employer won’t hand over important responsibilities to someone who hasn’t proven herself to be a hard-working employee. He wants someone he can trust.


There are some qualities with which people are born, but others—like flowers in a garden—must be nurtured. Decide to develop the quality of diligence in your life. In the end, you’ll enjoy the colorful, lush benefits of your hard work. —GM
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Lord, thank You for all that You’ve given me in my life. I’m thankful for it, and I will be diligent in everything I do—my family, my work, and my relationship with You. Amen.















DAY 4



Guess What I Learned at the Water Cooler


Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.


Ephesians 4:29


He is such a moron,” your coworker whispers over lunch. “No kidding. How did he get to be boss?” your other friend chimes in. “He’s so incompetent. And what’s with the polyester suits? Does he not own a mirror?”


Ahh… lunchtime chatter. It’s all harmless, right? Well, not exactly. According to Ephesians 4:29, we aren’t supposed to let any unwholesome talk come out of our mouths.


Take your mother’s advice: If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all. Remember, your words are powerful. They can be building blocks or wrecking balls, so use them wisely. Don’t bad-mouth your boss with your coworkers. You are giving ammunition to those same coworkers to talk about you next time. Instead, find positive comments and observations to make. Be the positive force in your office.


This will take practice. You may have to severely bite your tongue to keep from participating in the next boss-bashing session, but God will help you. Ask the Holy Spirit to keep a watch over your words. He will. And soon, your words will create a better work environment. —MMA
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Lord, help me to speak only words that build up and none that tear down. Amen.















DAY 5



Out of Balance


By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.


Genesis 2:2


When Friday night rolls around, are you exhausted? Have you given so much at work during the week that you have nothing left to give to your family and friends? If you answered yes to either question, you might be a workaholic.


While you should give your company 110 percent while you’re on the job, if you take mounds of work home or are constantly on your cell phone after hours, fielding questions from clients, you’ve probably crossed over into the land of workaholics.


It’s a tough call. You want to be the go-to gal when your boss is looking for someone to promote. If that means taking work home, you’re willing to do it, but at what expense? If your job is stealing time away from your family, your friends, and your God, then your life is out of balance. And you know what happens when we’re out of balance? We fall on our hind ends.


So take time today to ask God to help you get your life in balance. He will! He is the great prioritizer. Follow His example. He worked hard for six days and rested on the seventh. We should do the same. —MMA
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Lord, I’m asking You to put my life in balance. I love You and trust You. Amen.















DAY 6



No-Man’s-Land


I trust in the LORD for protection. So why do you say to me, “Fly like a bird to the mountains for safety!”


Psalm 11:1 NLT


I once worked with two managers who feuded constantly. I don’t know what started the feuding, but I do know that it made for a challenging work environment. The office was a no-man’s-land, a place where no one won and even the simplest task became a major battle.


Unfortunately, this isn’t unusual. Even in the Bible, Jonathan lived in a no-man’s-land between his father, Saul, and best friend, David. His father sought to kill David, while David raced around the countryside trying to understand why (1 Samuel 20). Fortunately, God’s plan won out—David remained safe because Jonathan warned him of the danger.


In the same way, God has a plan for you. It doesn’t mean that you won’t face uncomfortable situations, but it does mean God can give you the grace to handle them. He may lead you to another position or show you how to endure the tension professionally and peacefully. Regardless, don’t get dragged into office battles. Instead, focus on your work and pray—for wisdom and for peace. Trust your heavenly Father to give you exactly what you need to stand strong in the midst of the difficulty. —GM
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Lord, You know the situation far better than I do. Show me how to pray for the people involved. Help me be an example of peace and professionalism today and every day. Amen.















DAY 7



My Size 12 versus Your Size 4


Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.


2 Corinthians 10:12 ESV


She was everything I wanted to be. I looked across the newsroom at her, and I wondered how she was able to write award-winning stories, parent such wonderful children, and still remain a size 4. I admired her, and yes, at times I was jealous of her—especially when I started playing the comparison game.


Ever played that game?


At first, it seems harmless. You simply admire a coworker. But if you take it further, you’ll be sorry. That’s when you start wondering, “Why can’t I do my job as well as she does hers? How does she afford such wonderful suits?” From there, it’s a downward spiral. By the time you hit the bottom, you dislike your coworker and you can’t stand yourself.


I’ve got three words for you—don’t go there! The next time the devil whispers in your ear, “See Carol over there? She earns ten thousand dollars more a year than you do, and she’s two sizes smaller!” tell him to back off. Begin praising God for who you are through Him and thank Him for the plans He has for your life. They are awesome—just as awesome as Carol’s. I promise! —MMA
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Lord, help me to stop comparing myself to others. Help me be happy with who I am in You. Amen.















DAY 8



Pencil In Your Divine Appointment


The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives.


Psalm 37:23 NLT


Did you know God sets up divine appointments for us? It’s true!


My business partner recently took her laptop to a nearby coffee shop to do some writing. As she settled in, the owner approached and asked if he could post a photo on the shop’s Instagram account of her working there. He explained they were trying to attract more professionals. She agreed, and as they chatted, she quickly realized this was a divine appointment.


When she told the owner she was a writer, he told her he was writing a children’s book and asked if she might have any advice. She answered, “My business partner is flying in tomorrow, and she’s a children’s author. She even teaches children’s writing at conferences. Our agent will be here, too.”


We all met at the coffee shop the next day, and before the weekend was over, my partner and I signed him as a client, and our agent took him on as well. We believe his book will be successful. It was a divine appointment for all of us.


Ask God each morning to order your steps. Watch for divine appointments and thank Him for the opportunities He brings your way. Wake up each day expectant! —MMA
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Thank You, Lord, for divine appointments. Help me follow Your leading every day. Amen.















DAY 9



There Ain’t Enough Room for the Two of Us


God is not a God of disorder but of peace.


1 Corinthians 14:33


Have you ever been in a situation where you felt strongly that you were right, yet you were unable to voice your opinion because of your lack of authority? It’s tough, isn’t it?


Difficult as it sometimes is, we must honor those in authority over us. That doesn’t mean we have to agree with our bosses all the time, but we do have to show them respect. See, God is a God of order—not of confusion. To come against those in authority over us would never be God’s way.


Need more convincing? Read Numbers 12. Miriam and Aaron didn’t like it when Moses, their leader, married a Cushite woman, and they talked badly about him. Well, the Lord heard them, and verse 9 says, “The anger of the LORD burned against them.” And there were some serious consequences.


So if you’re feeling badly toward your boss, ask God to forgive you. If you truly feel the leaders in your company are going in the wrong direction, pray for God to change their hearts—or start looking for another position. But don’t come against them. Trust God to direct the situation and walk away in peace. —MMA
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Lord, help me to honor those who are in authority over me, even when I disagree. Amen.















DAY 10



If You Need Me, I’ll Be under My Desk with Bonbons


“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”


2 Kings 6:16


Have you ever gone up against a much bigger competitor to win a contract? Or handled a huge project for your company with very little manpower and a crazy tight deadline? It can feel overwhelming at times—so much so that you might want to hide under your desk and eat a big box of chocolates.


But isn’t it comforting to know you’re not alone? God’s got your back. Even though you can’t see Him, He’s right there.


Need more convincing? Read about Elisha in 2 Kings 6. The king of Aram was angry with Elisha and went after him. Elisha and his servant awoke one morning to find the enemy’s army surrounding the city with their horses and chariots. Frightened, the servant asked, “What shall we do?” Elisha assured him, “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed for the servant’s eyes to be opened so he could see the real situation—the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around them. God had the situation well under control.


When you feel alone or overwhelmed, trust that God is in control. Ask Him to show you the situation as He sees it. Ask Him to send help or to give you favor with your employer. Whatever you need, ask. God can make it happen. Now come out from under your desk and trust in Him. —MMA
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Thank You, Lord, for showing me Your presence in my situation. I know I can trust You, no matter what. Amen.















DAY 11



Does This Cubicle Come in a Bigger Size?


I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.


Philippians 4:11


Recently, I heard a preacher say you should enjoy the journey on the way to where you’re going. I wish I’d known that truth when I first started my career as a reporter for a daily newspaper. My first writing gig? I was hired as a police-beat reporter. I had to work long weekday hours and most Friday nights. I desperately wanted to work in a different area of the newspaper—anything but the police beat. But I spent so much time dreaming about a new assignment that I didn’t enjoy the one I had. I took for granted that I was able to hang out with the cool sports guys on Friday nights. I took for granted that working on Friday nights allowed me to work side by side with the managing editor. I took many things for granted.


Looking back, I realize those days were critical to my development as a writer. God placed me in that job for a season. No, it wasn’t my dream job—but I wasn’t ready for that one yet. I had some stuff to learn before it could manifest. Maybe you’re in that learning place today. If so, hang in there. You’re on the way. Be content where you are and enjoy the journey. —MMA
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Lord, help me to enjoy the journey. Amen.















DAY 12



In One Day, Out the Next


If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by.


Genesis 18:3


Michelle Adams to the marketing conference room, please.” As I heard the page over the company PA system, I wondered, What have I done?


I stopped outside the conference room, took a deep breath, and pushed open the door. My boss, my director, and a dozen of my coworkers stood and began applauding as I entered the room.


“I just wanted to congratulate you in front of your peers for a job well done,” my director said. “That is the best annual report I’ve ever read.”


It was official—I was the golden child of the moment.


The adulation lasted about two days. Then, for reasons unknown to me, I couldn’t even write my name accurately in my supervisor’s eyes. What changed? I was the same writer who had written “the best annual report ever” just days before!


My golden child status had departed as quickly as it had arrived.


You can easily fall out of favor with people, but you can’t fall out of favor with God. That’s why you shouldn’t base your worth on people’s accolades or the lack thereof. Instead, know that your value is in Him. Even if you’re not the golden child at your company, you are one with your heavenly Father, and that’s worth celebrating. —MMA
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Thank You, Lord, for loving me unconditionally. Amen.















DAY 13



Big Changes


Be strong and courageous… for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.


Deuteronomy 31:6


I had received a tremendous offer for a magazine writing job in Fort Worth, Texas, and I was so excited. And then I wasn’t. After all, my high-school-sweetheart husband and I were quite happy in our hometown. It was our comfort zone. We both had nice, cushy jobs and lifelong friends nearby. My parents even lived next door. It was the perfect setup. But this job… it was amazing.


Unsure of what to do, we turned to God for direction. After much prayer, we knew He was calling us west. So I accepted the offer, and we began the big move.


Talk about changes! As I watched the moving truck pull away, fear shot through my body. Waves of questions followed: Are we doing the right thing? How will we survive in a big city? Is this fair to our children? What if I don’t like my new job?


It would have been easy to give in to the fear, but you know what? God was with us every step of the way, reassuring us.


He was with us as we celebrated new adventures, and He was there when homesickness overwhelmed us. Best of all, He was with me as I greeted my new coworkers and took on a new position.


No matter what change you’re facing today—even a job transfer or a cross-country move—you don’t have to go it alone. God is right by your side. —MMA
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Lord, I am afraid of change. Help me to face what’s coming with joy and strength. I love You. Amen.















DAY 14



The Golden Rule of Getting Ahead


As you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.


Luke 6:31 ESV


I worked my way through college as a clerk in a large department store. It wasn’t a glamorous job, but it paid my rent and allowed me to buy designer clothes at a discount. That was good.


I worked on commission there, and we were expected to meet our sales quotas regardless of what it cost our coworkers. This created a sometimes not-so-friendly competition among the employees.


We didn’t use the “it’s-your-turn” method. Nope, this store’s philosophy was to move in before your coworker and make the sale. So that’s what I did. I soon learned that, while I made my quota, I didn’t make any friends. I was ruthless. But I knew I wasn’t doing unto others as I wanted them to do to me, and it began to bother me. So I stopped pushing and simply allowed God to open sales opportunities for me. And He did.


There is nothing wrong with being ambitious and working to succeed, but that doesn’t mean you do it at someone else’s expense. Trust God to help you achieve your goals, and you won’t have to step on anyone else to get ahead. —MMA
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Lord, help me to be sensitive to others as I move up the corporate ladder. Amen.















DAY 15



Consultant Enigma


Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.


Exodus 4:12


Not long ago, my company hired consultants to review our work procedures and recommend ways we could improve them. In frustration, I listened as they made the same suggestions that employees had been making for years, yet management reacted as if it were all new. “Yes, that’s exactly what we need to do!” they cheered, nodding like bobblehead dolls in a car window.


Of course, businesses aren’t the only ones who miss when important things are said. God deals with this all the time. He continually speaks to us, showing us how we can work and minister better. But too often, we aren’t listening.


If it’s been a while since you’ve heard God’s voice, then take the time to listen to Him. If you’re having trouble getting started, put on some praise music. Close your eyes and focus on the lyrics. Then, begin praying—give thanks, make your requests, and then sit quietly in His presence as you listen to those suggestions and impressions that He speaks into your heart. As you make this a habit, you’ll find that you are more peaceful, productive, and in tune with Him than ever. —GM
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Dear Lord, I want to hear Your voice and follow Your will. Help me to develop my prayer time so that I can hear You clearly. Amen.















DAY 16



Help! I’m Surrounded by Yes-Men


God is with you in everything you do.


Genesis 21:22


Are you surrounded by yes-men at work? You know the type. The boss says, “I think it would be a good idea if we all dye our hair green—the color of money.” And suddenly every person in the room agrees. “Absolutely. I’ve always wanted green hair. Green is my favorite color! Green hair rules! Why didn’t I think of that?”


Ahh! It makes you want to run out of the conference room screaming, doesn’t it?


Every time it happens, the rebel spirit in me wants to stand up and say the exact opposite—even if I actually agree with the popular consensus. But it’s more upsetting when I know in my heart of hearts that the yes-men are enthusiastically backing a wrong decision.


Working with brownnosers and yes-men is never easy. It’s hard to stand up for what you believe, especially if you’re the only one willing to have a different opinion than the boss. But don’t despair. You don’t have to go it alone. God will be your ally. You can voice your position respectfully, even if the consensus goes against you. You will be known for your integrity. —MMA
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Lord, help me to have the courage to speak my mind, but help me do so with respect and tact. Amen.















DAY 17



There’s Not Enough of Me to Go Around


I can do all this through him who gives me strength.


Philippians 4:13


I loved gymnastics when I was growing up, but I was never very good on the balance beam. I’d topple off to one side or the other quite often. You know what’s ironic? I’m still having trouble with that whole balancing concept. Only now, the trouble is balancing my personal and professional life.


How about you? Maybe you’re an employee, a wife, a mom, a friend, a daughter, a sister, an aunt, a church volunteer (and probably more)—and you’re just not sure how to be all those things at once. Well, welcome to the sisterhood of “There’s Not Enough of Me to Go Around.”


There are days when I wonder how I am supposed to accomplish everything that is on my plate. But you know what? I’m not! God never intended me to do all this by myself, and He never intended for you to do it alone, either. The Word tells us that we can do all things through Christ who gives us strength. All means all, right? So no matter how many roles you’re fulfilling today, don’t sweat it! God will help you. —MMA
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Thank You, Lord, for giving me the strength and wisdom to stay centered on the balance beam of life. I know I can do all things through You. Amen.















DAY 18



You Can’t Win ’em All


I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.


Matthew 5:44


I was a senior in college, working my way through school in the misses designer clothing section of a large department store. I was young and full of enthusiasm, high ideals, and big dreams—all of which thoroughly irritated my thirtysomething boss. Just when I thought I’d won her over, I found out differently. I was in a stall in the ladies’ room when my boss and another department head came in to fix their lipstick.


“I have to figure a way to get rid of Michelle,” my boss whispered. “She drives me crazy. She’s just so bright-eyed and bushy-tailed. Maybe I can transfer her to men’s accessories.”


I was the only Michelle in her department. I was crushed. I stayed in the stall until they left, had a good cry, and took my post back at the cash register. I learned a hard lesson that day: not everyone in the workforce is going to like you—no matter how hard you try.


If you’re dealing with persecution at work, hang in there. First, take a good hard look at yourself. If the criticism has merit, make adjustments. If you’re being persecuted for petty, jealous-hearted reasons, ask God to show you how to handle the situation. He may have a way out… possibly even a job change. Just remember this: You are loved by the King of kings. He thinks you’re amazing, and His opinion trumps those of your critics. —MMA
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Lord, I pray for those workers who are being mean to me right now. And I thank You for vindication and favor. Amen.















DAY 19



Lighten Up


God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.


2 Timothy 1:7 KJV


Are you too hard on yourself? If you are, you’re not alone. As working women, we expect a lot of ourselves. We have to if we want to stay in the game, right? But many times, we put such unrealistic expectations on ourselves that we’re in a constant state of panic—afraid of failure.


That’s no way to live, sister. The Bible says that we have not been given a spirit of fear but of power, love, and a sound mind. Yet we go around biting our freshly manicured fingernails and worrying about a missed opportunity or a less-than-stellar job review. Take a deep breath and stop worrying. Don’t beat yourself up. You’re human—you’re going to drop the ball once in a while. When you do, accept your mistakes, learn from them, and move on.


Don’t waste your time worrying (that’s just a sneaky form of fear) about what could’ve, should’ve, or might’ve been. God wants you to live free from fear. And remember, 2 Corinthians 12:9–10 tells us that Christ’s strength is made perfect in our weakness. It’s when we know we’re weak that He can be the strongest in us.


That means we can trust Him to make things right, even in our failures. Don’t worry—God’s got your back! —MMA
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Lord, I give all my fears to You today. Help me to stop setting unrealistic goals. I only want what You want for me. Amen.















DAY 20



Ouch!


Whoever disregards discipline comes to poverty and shame, but whoever heeds correction is honored.


Proverbs 13:18


We’ve come to a subject that no one likes to address: correction. It’s up there with submission and gluttony on the list of Christian principles we’d like to ignore.


I know, I know. None of us likes to admit we’re wrong. We like to believe that either we’re right or, at the least, that we made the best decision possible with the information we had available.


Translation: it wasn’t our fault.


Why is it so hard to admit when we’re wrong? Is it pride? Maybe. Conviction? Sometimes.


In our spiritual lives, we know that we’re never beyond hope; there’s always forgiveness. As a former pastor loved to say, “Nothing is fatal or final in Jesus.”


In our work lives, we must learn to accept correction gracefully if we want to advance. Even when we don’t totally agree, we must accept leadership’s decisions respectfully. Not only will that make our work lives easier, but, as Proverbs 13:18 reminds us, “whoever heeds correction is honored.” Isn’t that a good thing? —GM
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Lord, help me to remain humble and to respectfully accept correction. Amen.















DAY 21



Solitaire


Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends.


Philippians 2:2 MSG


Solitary games are everywhere—on our computers, our tablets, and our smartphones. Zoning out on a game can be entertaining as we block out everything and everyone around us. But if we approach life and our work like one of those games, we can quickly find ourselves in isolation.


When we prefer to accomplish goals and tasks alone, we interact with others only when it’s necessary. We avoid group work, and if we’re put on a team, we feel like we’re wasting our time because group work slows us down. We could do things so much better on our own—or so we believe.


But we aren’t meant to live in solitude. God intends for us to have relationships with other Christians. Together, we can accomplish more for Him than we would alone. And aside from Christians, God calls us to be a light for Him. We can’t do that if we never venture outside our tiny circle of like-minded friends and family.


No, effectively working with others and in groups doesn’t always come easily. It’s a practiced art, but it can allow us to accomplish more than we would on our own. The next time you cringe when asked to join a group, take time to appreciate all you can do together. As you work toward a common goal, you’ll see the benefits in the outcome. —GM
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Lord, thank You for the coworkers You’ve placed around me. Help me to be a positive team player with them. Amen.















DAY 22



Nobody Likes Me


You made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor.


Psalm 8:5


Whenever I used to have a feel-sorry-for-myself day, my mother would sing this silly little song: “Nobody likes me. Everybody hates me. Guess I’ll go eat worms.”


How about you? Have you felt like eating a big, fat, juicy worm lately? Are you feeling sorry for yourself? Do you feel as though you’ll never succeed in your job? If you answered yes to any of those questions, you need to give your insecurities to God and ask Him to replace them with confidence and supernatural favor.


Here’s what the Bible says about you in Deuteronomy 28:13: “The LORD will make you the head, not the tail.” I like being the head. How about you? And John 12:26 says, “My Father will honor the one who serves me.” Did you get that? God will honor you! So stop feeling bad about yourself.


Start thinking, feeling, believing, and saying what God says about you. When you do, others will think more highly of you, too. It’s true, but you have to walk in it every day. C’mon, now. Put down that big, juicy worm and start walking in God’s divine favor. It’s the only way to walk! —MMA
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Lord, replace my insecurities with Your kind of confidence. Amen.















DAY 23



Passed Over


The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.


Psalm 9:9–10


When I graduated college, I interviewed for five different positions in one company, and yet I kept losing those positions to other people, some of whom were less qualified. During that three-month period, I worked in a temporary position, waiting for something—anything—to open up. Then, right before my temporary commitment ended, an opportunity opened in a great area, and I got the job. I went from feeling like a wallflower to feeling very blessed.


I confess that I questioned God during that time when


I interviewed and interviewed to no avail, but looking back, I see how faithful He was. The temporary work He had provided allowed me to learn about the organization—its mission and its processes—and trained me for my ultimate position. God was working even when I didn’t see it.


If you’ve been passed over for a job, don’t be discouraged or doubt your worth. You are valuable, and God is working on your behalf. He hasn’t forgotten you. You may not be able to see it yet, but He has your best interest at heart. Don’t give up on Him; He certainly hasn’t given up on you. —GM
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Lord, Your Word says that You will never forsake those who seek You, and that’s just what I’m doing. You are my refuge during this difficult time, and I trust You. Amen.















DAY 24



The Power of Positive Speaking


Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, “Go throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them.


Mark 11:23


Have you ever justified your negative workplace commentary with “Well, I just tell it like it is”? I have, unfortunately. If you’ve spent your whole life “telling it like it is,” stop! We shouldn’t use our mouths to comment on the negative state of our workplaces or our difficult bosses. Proverbs 18:21 clearly reminds us that the words we use can bring life to a situation—but they can also destroy. Instead of using our mouths to report the sorry state of things, we should use them to “speak faith” over our situations.


What exactly does that mean? It means we can declare things about our situation that agree with the Word of God—not our negative circumstances.


No matter how ugly your boss treated you yesterday, claim that you have favor in her eyes today. No matter how many people have been laid off in your division, claim that your job is secure. No matter how many of your ideas have been shot down in the past, claim that your ideas rise to the top. Use your mouth to speak good things until they become the norm. Stop telling it like it is and start telling it like it’s going to be! —MMA
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Lord, help me to speak only those words that line up with Your Word. Amen.















DAY 25



New Kids on the Block


The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride.


Ecclesiastes 7:8


God bless new bosses and coworkers. They’re in a tough place. They’ve walked into new positions, not knowing the office history or procedures. They come with their own experiences and expertise. Many times, they’ve been hired to bring about change and improve productivity or sales.


For those who work with them, it can be challenging. You’ve done your job to the best of your ability within the boundaries of the current organization. You’ve carved out your own niche, only to have a newcomer decide to change everything. Your instincts tell you to resist the person and her ideas because, well, everything’s been working just fine up until now, right?


Of course, not all changes are bad. When Jesus came into your life, He made big changes. He’s completely changed the way you think about life. The ideas in His Word might have seemed foreign, but they worked—even better than you could have imagined.


So when that newcomer shows up at your office, be patient. You never know… her ideas might improve things, too. —GM
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Heavenly Father, please give me patience and insight as I work with the new people who come into my office. Help me to listen to and discuss their ideas clearly and sensibly. Amen.















DAY 26



Jesus’s Leadership Style


You’ve observed how godless rulers throw their weight around, how quickly a little power goes to their heads. It’s not going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a servant.


Matthew 20:25–26 MSG


Some people expect that when they attain the power of a leadership position, they’ll also automatically get the respect they think they deserve or they’ll be able to make the changes they want.


But leadership and respect aren’t one and the same. We’ve all known bosses who didn’t have the respect of their subordinates because they had not worked to earn that respect. Given the opportunity, their employees would sell them down the river for a smile and a wink because, instead of building up their team, these bosses lead by intimidation.


In Matthew 20:25–26, Jesus responded to a mother’s request that her two sons hold powerful positions in heaven by saying, “Whoever wants to be great must become a servant.” Regardless of what position you hold, develop an attitude of servanthood. Don’t think of yourself more highly than others or look for chances to intimidate people. As you develop Jesus’s leadership style, you’ll become a leader others will respect and want to follow. —GM
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Lord, help me to become a godly leader who has an attitude of serving others. Whatever position I hold, I want to honor You. Amen.















DAY 27



I Want My Old Job Back


Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.


Galatians 1:10


I was standing in the grocery checkout line when my thoughts were interrupted by a conversation behind me.


“I don’t know why that Michelle Adams person has to write all of that garbage in the newspaper,” the woman said. “We don’t need to know that stuff.”


As the two women continued bashing me, I tried not to hyperventilate. I paid for my groceries and quickly escaped, wondering why I was being persecuted for simply doing my job—reporting on the school system’s scandal.


I had recently been promoted from city government reporter to education reporter, and this was my first big story on that beat. Unfortunately, it wasn’t a very flattering story for the community, and I wasn’t gaining any popularity points. I suddenly longed for my boring city government beat. It was much safer there.


Even a promotion can be a difficult change, especially when it comes with critics. Criticism is never easy to digest, especially when it’s not the constructive kind we can grow from. During seasons of change or when you’re on the criticism hot seat, let God love on you. People are fickle. Their perceptions of you can change on a whim, but God’s love for you is unending and never changing. You’ve already got His approval. —MMA
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Lord, help me to trust You no matter what, and help me to handle seasons of change and criticism with grace and love. Amen.















DAY 28



Surviving the Boys’ Club


Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil.


Psalm 37:8


Have you ever heard the saying: “A woman has to be twice as good as a man to receive half as much credit”? I wouldn’t say this is true in all situations, but I do believe that there is still a stigma against women in some offices. A woman can say the same thing a man says, but the man’s opinion carries more weight.


Slowly but surely, the tide is changing. Not all male coworkers and bosses subscribe to the good old boys’ club mentality. Yes, it may still exist, but you can stand your ground and be respectful even while demanding the same respect they would give a male colleague.


Learn from the successful women in your organization or industry. Trust God to show you how to be effective and then rest in the knowledge that you’re doing all that He’s told you to do. Pray for opportunities to change the hearts of those who still see women as the lesser gender. With perseverance and faith, you can change the culture and the future for the women who follow you. —GM


Lord, help me to be the best employee I can possibly be. I want to be successful in the position that You’ve given me, and I trust that You’ll show me the steps to take to do that. Amen.
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