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Argentina is a land of superlatives and extremes. A geographical jewel that owes its name–from the Latin root for silver–to Spanish settlers’ misguided quest for precious metals, it’s the world’s eighth-largest country, slightly smaller than India.

Argentina’s diversity satisfies almost any interest. Famous for the tango, the capital, Buenos Aires, has a European cultural heritage, but even though it is often called the “Paris of the South,” it more closely resembles New York in its New World vigor.

Emptying into the South Atlantic, the Río de la Plata is longer than the Mississippi; the gaucho homeland of the flat green pampas stretches west toward the Andes, where the summit of Cerro Aconcagua is “The Roof of the Americas.” In the shadow of Aconcagua, the Cuyo region is wine country, where hundreds of bodegas make fine wines for the domestic and international markets, and Mendoza is one of South America’s most livable cities.

Among its staggering landscapes, Argentina has Iguazú, higher than Niagara and nearly four times wider, and the ruins-rich polychrome canyon of the Quebrada de Humahuaca, linked to the Andean highlands. The northwestern province of Salta provides a smaller but intriguing area of high-altitude vineyards, and its namesake capital is home to colonial architectural monuments.
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Northernmost Patagonia’s forested lakes district reminds visitors of the Alps; in southern Patagonia, hikers can stroll among elephant seals and penguins on wildlife-packed Península Valdés, marvel at the Cueva de las Manos, where pre-Columbian painters created the continent’s oldest aboriginal rock art, and behold the Glaciar Moreno, a grinding river of ice that inspires the eyes and the ears. Finally, witness Tierra del Fuego’s subantarctic fjord lands, which Argentina shares with Chile.

Over the last half of the 20th century, Argentina suffered a long decline, with occasional growth spurts interrupted by economic and political disasters, including a brutal military dictatorship. In the decades since the return to constitutional government, though, it has become an ideal place to travel. Most important, like the melancholy music and dance of the tango, it has retained its identity and mystique.
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Planning Your Trip
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Physiographically, culturally, and economically, Argentina divides into several different regions, roughly contiguous with political boundaries.


Buenos Aires and Vicinity

Though it’s no longer a bargain destination, South America’s highest-profile capital is reason enough to visit the country—many visitors spend weeks or even months enjoying its first-rate accommodations, innovative cuisine, cultural resources, all-night entertainment, and nonstop shopping. Despite its international sophistication, it’s also a city of neighborhoods where no one is truly anonymous. Nearby suburbs offer rewarding excursions, especially the channels of the Paraná Delta.




The Pampas

Beneath seemingly endless horizons, the grassy pampas were the original gaucho country, now home to sprawling ranches that often open their gates to paying guests. In the south, low mountain ranges give way to an Atlantic coastline where Argentines themselves prefer to holiday.

Argentina’s most densely populated region, the pampas are also the most productive economically. Over a third of the country’s population lives in Gran Buenos Aires (Greater Buenos Aires, including the federal capital); nearly half of them live in the capital and Buenos Aires Province.
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Geographically, the pampas divide into the humid pampas (most of Buenos Aires Province, plus parts of Santa Fe and Córdoba) and the arid pampas (westerly Buenos Aires Province and all of La Pampa Province). Coverage here includes Buenos Aires and La Pampa only.
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Independence hero Manuel Belgrano rests outside Monserrat’s Iglesia Santo Domingo.







Mesopotamia and the Paraná

One of the world’s great river systems supports two spectacular attractions: the world-famous Iguazú Falls and the underrated wetlands of Esteros del Iberá. The region also boasts colonial Jesuit missions extending into Brazil and Paraguay.

North of Buenos Aires, between the Río Paraná and the Río Uruguay, Entre Ríos, Corrientes, and Misiones Provinces consist of rolling lowlands, marshes, and rounded mountains. On the Paraná’s right bank, Santa Fe Province prospers from fertile alluvial soils, abundant rainfall, and the industrial port of Rosario—also one of the country’s cultural centers.

North of Santa Fe, Chaco and Formosa Provinces belong to the Gran Chaco, a hot lowland that becomes drier as it extends west.


IF YOU HAVE ...


	
ONE WEEK: Visit Buenos Aires, Iguazú, and El Calafate’s Glaciar Moreno.

	
THREE WEEKS: Add Iberá, Mendoza’s wineries, and Bariloche’s lakes before continuing to El Calafate and El Chaltén.

	
SIX WEEKS: Add a road trip along Patagonia’s RN 40.








Cuyo and Córdoba

If the pampas are Argentina’s breadbasket, the Cuyo provinces of Mendoza, San Juan, and La Rioja are its wine cask—about three-quarters of the country’s wine comes from irrigated vineyards on the eastern Andean slope, and exports are increasing. Visitors can spend days or even weeks winery-hopping or fossil-hunting in desert parks.

Colonial Cuyo fell under Chilean administration, but the snows that then blocked winter communications over the Andes—helping forge a distinct regional identity—now welcome skiers. The snow never vanishes from 6,959-meter Cerro Aconcagua, the “Roof of the Americas,” which draws climbers and hikers from around the globe. Much of the country’s petroleum and natural gas also originates here.

The provincial capital of Córdoba is a center of learning that traces its legacy back to the Jesuits, but it’s also an industrial powerhouse. Its rolling backcountry, shared with neighboring San Luis, is one of Argentines’ favorite year-round playgrounds, also offering Parque Nacional Quebrada del Condoritos, the Andean condor’s easternmost habitat.




The Andean Northwest

In colonial times, the densely populated northwest was the link to the Viceroyalty of Perú and to Spain, and its indigenous and colonial landmarks—set among incomparable mountain and desert scenery—are the region’s strongest assets. Cities like Salta, San Salvador de Jujuy, Catamarca, and Santiago del Estero were thriving when Buenos Aires was a hardship post; only after independence did they reverse their orientation toward the Atlantic.
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Vines of Mendoza is a great place to introduce yourself to the best wines from Mendoza.




In addition to its historic and scenic appeal, the Northwest is an underappreciated wine region. The areas around Cafayate can boast distinctive high-altitude wines, including Argentina’s top Torrontés.




Northern Patagonia

South of the Río Colorado, northern Argentine Patagonia consists of Neuquén and Río Negro Provinces, plus northwesterly parts of Chubut that correspond to the Andean “lakes district.”

Most of the region is arid steppe, but the densely forested sector near the Chilean border boasts numerous national parks. Centered around San Carlos de Bariloche, this is a conventional holiday destination, but activities-oriented travel, including hiking, climbing, rafting and kayaking, and fly-fishing, has grown rapidly over the past decade. Ski resorts take advantage of a heavy winter snowpack.

For more than three centuries, northern Patagonia was a conflict zone where Araucanian (Mapuche) Indians kept both Spanish and Argentine forces and settlers off guard, until the late 19th century.




Southern Patagonia

For purposes of this book, southern Patagonia comprises the arid Chubut coast and steppe along with all of Santa Cruz Province. South to the Chilean border, the Atlantic coastline is a scenic cornucopia of whales, seals, penguins, and other wildlife, but there are also notable historical sites such as the lower Chubut valley’s Welsh colonies.

Santa Cruz is famous for the dramatic Glaciar Moreno, a crackling outlier of the southern Patagonian ice sheet, and some of the continent’s most exhilarating hiking near El Chaltén. It also has one of the continent’s largest penguin colonies at Cabo Vírgenes and intriguing historical ports in Puerto Deseado and Puerto San Julián.

Most of the population is urban, but the rural economy supports everything from subsistence plots to extensive grazing of cattle and sheep.
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the Llao Llao peninsula, with Lago Nahuel Huapi and the Chilean border in the background







Tierra del Fuego and Chilean Patagonia

Across the Strait of Magellan from the continent, Chile and Argentina share the scenic grandeur of the subantarctic Isla Grande de Tierra del Fuego, where Ushuaia is the world’s southernmost city. The biggest draw, though, is the igneous spires of Chile’s Parque Nacional Torres del Paine.

Most of Chilean Patagonia in this book consists of jagged snow-covered mountains and islands set among inland seas that bear the brunt of Pacific storms that feed the glaciers of the southern continental ice field, which extends into Argentina’s Santa Cruz Province. The only significant city is the regional capital of Punta Arenas, though the town of Puerto Natales is a gateway to Torres del Paine.
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Argentina is a year-round destination, but try to avoid Buenos Aires’s sticky summer. The spring (September–November) and fall (March–May) may be best, but even winter can see warm, brilliant weather.

Steamy subtropical Iguazú can also get crowded during winter holidays (late July–early August). In the northwestern highlands, winter’s warm, dry days are ideal for backcountry travel, despite chilly nights. Cuyo’s March wine harvest festival draws throngs to Mendoza and vicinity. Summer is best for mountaineering on Aconcagua, but fossil fanatics should avoid the dangerously hot desert parks.

Besides traditional tourists, Patagonia’s lakes district draws hikers, fly-fishing enthusiasts, and skiers (June–August). El Calafate was once a summer destination, but the Moreno Glacier gateway now stays open October–April, and even for July holidays. Península Valdés depends on wildlife—July’s right whales bring the first tourists, who keep coming, along with elephant seals, orcas, and penguins, until late March.
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right whale in Puerto Pirámides, Patagonia




On Tierra del Fuego, still mainly a summer destination, Ushuaia is the gateway to Antarctica after spring’s pack ice breakup.


Before You Go

When planning a trip to Argentina, remember that distances are great and logistics can be complicated. Unless your trip is an open-ended overland excursion, this means choosing among numerous options as to destinations and means of transport. Leaving Buenos Aires to visiting other high-profile destinations like Iguazú and El Calafate can require 2–3-hour flights or 24-hour bus trips. Driving is an option, but for most visitors this will mean a rental car from a provincial airport or city.




Passports and Visas

U.S. and Canadian citizens traveling to Argentina and Chile (whose southernmost sector gets coverage in this book) need passports but not advance visas. Passports are also necessary for checking into hotels, cashing travelers checks, or even credit card transactions. Both countries routinely grant foreign visitors 90-day entry permits in the form of a tourist card. Both Argentina and Chile now collect a variable “reciprocity fee” from U.S., Canadian, Australian, and Mexican citizens at their main international airport.




Vaccinations and Health Insurance

Theoretically, Argentina and Chile demand no proof of vaccination, but if you are coming from a tropical country where yellow fever is endemic, authorities could ask for a vaccination certificate. Traveling to Argentina or Chile without adequate medical insurance is risky. Before leaving home, purchase a policy that includes evacuation in case of serious emergency.




Transportation


GETTING THERE

Most long-distance visitors arrive by air at Aeropuerto Ministro Pistarini (EZE), better known as Ezeiza. Some will arrive overland and others by ship.

Overland travel from the north can be challenging, but once you reach Argentina or Chile, it’s easy enough. There are many crossings from Brazil and Uruguay, fewer from Bolivia and Paraguay. Argentina and Chile share numerous border crossings; in both countries’ Andean Lakes Districts, trans-Andean bus service is fairly common, but many southerly crossings lack public transportation. For those choosing an aquatic route, the main option is the cruise between Punta Arenas and Ushuaia.




GETTING AROUND

Argentina has several domestic airports, but traveling between them often requires backtracking to the Buenos Aires hub of Aeroparque Jorge Newbery.

Buses along the principal highways are frequent, spacious, and comfortable—sometimes even luxurious. Rail service is limited and slow. If you’re visiting for several months, renting or buying a vehicle is worth consideration.










Explore Argentina
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For first-timers, the big sights are Buenos Aires, Iguazú Falls, and Patagonia’s Moreno Glacier. Since most will arrive in Buenos Aires, this simplifies logistics, but great distances mean that flying to Iguazú and Patagonia is unavoidable.

If you have just seven nights, figure at least two in Buenos Aires (at the beginning and end), two in Iguazú, and three at El Calafate, gateway to the glacier. With two or three extra days, you could spend more time in the capital, take an excursion to the Fitz Roy sector of Parque Nacional Los Glaciares, or perhaps overnight at an estancia near Buenos Aires or El Calafate.


Day 1

Arrive at Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini (Ezeiza) and transfer to a Buenos Aires hotel, with the afternoon free for sightseeing.
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Iguazú waterfalls in Misiones Province







Day 2

Catch an early-morning flight to Puerto Iguazú, with the afternoon at the falls; if the timing’s right, take the full-moon tour.




Day 3

Take an excursion to the Brazilian side of the falls or, alternatively, hike the rain forest on the Argentine side. Or, visit the historic Jesuit mission of San Ignacio Miní.




Day 4

A morning flight back to Buenos Aires and on to El Calafate eats up most of the day. Take an evening excursion to a nearby estancia for an asado.




Day 5

Plan for a full-day excursion to the Moreno Glacier in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares.




Day 6

Travel overland by bus or rental car to the Fitz Roy sector of Parque Nacional Los Glaciares, with accommodations at the hamlet of El Chaltén. With an early arrival time and good weather, there’s time for a swift hike to view the glaciated needle of Cerro Torre.




Day 7

Stupendous views of Cerro Fitz Roy make strenuous full-day hike to Laguna de los Tres worth it. In the evening, return to El Calafate.




Day 8

Spend a relaxing day at an estancia like the rustic Estancia Nibepo Aike or the more luxurious Eolo Lodge on Estancia Alice.




Day 9

After the return flight to Buenos Aires, you’ll have the afternoon and evening free for sightseeing and perhaps a tango floor show.




Day 10

Explore Buenos Aires during the day before your evening flight home.
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Glaciar Moreno
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Buenos Aires is the starting point—and flashpoint—of Argentine history. Time has transformed, if not erased, the colonial quarters of Monserrat and San Telmo, but it’s the epic of independence, the era of immigration and excess, the populism of the Peróns, and the ruthless 1976–1983 dictatorship that helped create contemporary Argentina.

What is now northwestern Argentina was only an outlier of the fabled Inka empire, but there are plenty of pre-Inka archaeological sites in Jujuy’s Quebrada de Humahuaca, the Salta highlands and other Andean provinces, and Córdoba and its Sierras. History plays second fiddle to nature in Mesopotamia, at least at Iguazú, but Jesuit mission ruins tell an epic story in their own right.


Day 1

Arrive at Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini (Ezeiza) and transfer to a Buenos Aires hotel. The afternoon is for visiting historic sites like the Plaza de Mayo, the Casa Rosada presidential palace, and the Congreso Nacional.


[image: e9781598806755_i0021.jpg]

San Ignacio Miní is the best-preserved of Argentina’s Jesuit missions.




[image: e9781598806755_i0022.jpg]





Day 2

Take a full-day city tour, including the colonial neighborhood of San Telmo, the colorful immigrant barrio of La Boca, and upscale Retiro.




Day 3

An early-morning flight to Puerto Iguazú allows the afternoon at the falls; if the timing’s right, take the full-moon tour.




Day 4

Travel overland to the landmark Jesuit mission at San Ignacio and smaller ruined missions en route, with an overnight at the city of Posadas. From Posadas, time permitting, take an excursion across the Paraguayan border to the well-preserved missions of Trinidad and Jesús.




Day 5

Fly to Buenos Aires and backtrack to the colonial city of Salta, with the afternoon free to visit the city’s colonial churches, monuments, and museums.




Day 6

Take in a full-day tour of the altiplano high steppe; in the winter dry season, ride the Train to the Clouds.




Day 7

After an excursion to the archaeological sites and colonial monuments of the Quebrada de Humahuaca, a World Heritage Site in Jujuy Province, overnight in scenic Purmamarca or Tilcara.




Day 8

Enjoy a morning tour to the remote and stunningly scenic Andean village of Iruya, returning to Salta in the afternoon.
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Recoleta Cemetery is filled with the souls of Argentina’s history.
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the valley of the Río Iruya, south of its namesake village







Day 9

Head out by rental car for the town of Cafayate via the colorful desert canyon of the Quebrada de Cafayate, with a side trip to the pre-Columbian ruins of Quilmes. Sample Cafayate’s unique white wine, torrontés, at any of several local bodegas.




Day 10

On the return loop to Salta, stop at the scenic Andean village of Cachi and Parque Nacional Los Cardones.




Day 11

A morning flight to Buenos Aires leaves the afternoon for visits to the historical cemeteries at Recoleta and Chacarita. In the evening, take in a tango floor show.




Day 12

Travel overland to the pilgrimage center of Luján, Argentina’s single most important religious site, and the gaucho capital of San Antonio de Areco.




Day 13

Ferry across the River Plate to the World Heritage Site of Colonia, Uruguay.




Day 14

Take the morning and afternoon for exploring Buenos Aires, including Palermo’s Museo de Motivos Argentinos José Hernández (gaucho museum) and Museo Eva Perón before an evening departure.
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Early Argentine art is derivative, but today’s Buenos Aires is the heart of a vigorous contemporary painting, sculpture, and multimedia scene. The city has only a handful of late colonial constructions around the Plaza de Mayo, as it really came into its own around the turn of the 20th century, when Francophile architects erected mansard-crested palacetes for oligarchic families, and proceeds from the pampas funded grandiose public buildings like the Congreso Nacional.

Argentina’s finest colonial art and architecture survives in the northwest, on an axis that runs south from Jujuy and Salta through Tucumán and Córdoba. Contrasting with Mesopotamia’s verdant subtropical vegetation, bright red sandstone blocks distinguish Mesopotamia’s colonial Jesuit missions; Guaraní artisans crafted the elaborate adornments.


Day 1

Arrive at Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini (Ezeiza) and transfer to a Buenos Aires hotel. Visit main historic sites like the Plaza de Mayo, the Casa Rosada presidential palace, and the Congreso Nacional.




Day 2

A full day’s sightseeing includes colonial San Telmo (home to Buenos Aires’s finest filete and the Museo de Arte Moderno) and the vernacular architecture of La Boca, a barrio that’s also home to the Museo Quinquela Martín and the Fundación Proa.




Days 3-4

Visit the Francophile mansions of Retiro, Recoleta, and Palermo, and any of the key art museums such as the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, Museo de Arte Decorativo, and especially the Museo de Arte Latino-americano Buenos Aires-MALBA, and private galleries in Retiro and Recoleta.
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Day 5

A morning flight to Puerto Iguazú leaves the afternoon for a visit to the falls. If the timing’s right, return for the evening full-moon tour.




Day 6

Travel overland to the historic Jesuit mission at San Ignacio and other ruined missions en route, with an overnight at the city of Posadas. From Posadas, time permitting, take an excursion across the Paraguayan border to the well-preserved missions of Trinidad and Jesús.




Day 7

Fly to Buenos Aires, then on to the colonial city of Salta. Visit the city’s key colonial churches, monuments, and museums.
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Salta Cathedral was built in 1858.







Day 8

Take an excursion to the archaeological sites and colonial monuments of the Quebrada de Humahuaca, a World Heritage Site in nearby Jujuy Province. Overnight in Purmamarca or in Tilcara, site of several notable provincial art museums.




Day 9

Return to Salta, continuing to Cafayate, the pre-Columbian ruins of Quilmes, and the museums at Santa María. Overnight in Cafayate.




Day 10

Travel overland to Cachi, visiting several colonial churches and Cachi’s archaeological museum, returning to Salta via Parque Nacional Los Cardones and the scenic Quebrada de Escoipe. Return flight to Buenos Aires or, if the timing’s right, direct to Córdoba.




Day 11

From Buenos Aires take a morning flight to Córdoba, with an afternoon visit to Jesuit constructions at Manzana de las Luces, part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the Jesuit ruins and museum at Alta Gracia.




Day 12

Return to Buenos Aires. Spend the afternoon visiting Belgrano art museums, including Museo Yrurtia, Museo Larreta, and Museo Badii.




Day 13

Full-day excursion to the gaucho capital of San Antonio de Areco, home to many artists and artisans. Alternatively, a ferry across the River Plate to the World Heritage Site of Colonia, Uruguay, a walled city that’s one of the Southern Cone’s best-preserved colonial sites.




Day 14

Day-trip to La Plata, the Buenos Aires provincial capital created as a planned city in the late 19th century.




Day 15

Spend your last day exploring Buenos Aires before an evening departure.
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Visitors who can’t make it out of Buenos Aires will find wine bars where they can sample the country’s best, and restaurants around the country carry a broad selection.

But true aficionados should spend at least a week in and around Mendoza—not nearly enough time to visit all the 100-plus wineries around the provincial capital.


Day 1

Arrive at Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini (Ezeiza) and transfer to a Buenos Aires hotel. In the afternoon, visit central historic sites like the Plaza de Mayo, the Casa Rosada presidential palace, and the Congreso Nacional.




Day 2

A full-day city tour will include the colonial neighborhood of San Telmo, the colorful immigrant barrio of La Boca, and the northern barrio of Retiro. Enjoy a predinner visit to a lively wine bar.




Day 3

Take a morning flight to the provincial capital of Mendoza, center of Argentina’s largest wine-producing region. In the afternoon, visit wineries of Maipú, in the city’s eastern suburbs.
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Casa Rosada–the President’s Palace
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Day 4

Tour the wineries of nearby Luján de Cuyo, with lunch at Ruca Malén or another winery. Have dinner in the fashionable Chacras de Coria neighborhood before returning to Mendoza.




Day 5

Take a breather from the wineries, with a tour or rental car excursion up the Río Mendoza valley for views of Cerro Aconcagua (the Western Hemisphere’s highest summit). Or, check out the view from the statue of Cristo Redentor, a peace monument on the Chilean border near Las Cuevas. Have dinner at 1884, adjacent to Mendoza’s Escorihuela winery.




Day 6

An excursion to the provincial capital of San Juan, home to several lesser-known wineries, allows a side trip to the offbeat Difunta Correa shrine.




Day 7

Travel to high-altitude wineries of the Uco Valley, southwest of Mendoza, with special attention to Bodega O. Fournier or the state-of-the art Bodegas Salentein. Overnight at Salentein or San Rafael.




Day 8

Take a full-day tour of San Rafael wineries, returning to Mendoza in the afternoon.




Day 9

Hop a morning flight to Buenos Aires and on to the city of Salta, with an afternoon city tour.




Day 10

By bus or rental car via the scenic desert canyon of the Quebrada de Cafayate, make your way to the town of Cafayate, home to the finest vintages of the white varietal torrontés. Visit wineries and take a side trip to pre-Columbian ruins at Quilmes in nearby Tucumán Province.




Day 11

Visit additional wineries near Cafayate and travel overland to the picturesque desert village of Cachi for an overnight. If possible, detour to Bodega Colomé near Molinos or, alternatively, spend the night at its hotel.


HOTELS ON THE GRAPEVINE

Taking advantage of the wine boom, many Argentine bodegas now boast their own hotels, where wine aficionados can spend an entire vacation sipping the malbec with gourmet food at lunch and dinner.

 


HOTEL COLOMÉ

In one of world’s highest, most isolated vineyards, Swiss winemaker Donald Hess has built an elegant, unpretentious hotel that has put the Salta Province backwater of Molinos on the map.

 


POSADA SALENTEIN

In the Uco Valley, about 100 kilometers south of Mendoza, Salentein enjoys an idyllic tranquility and it offers accommodations among its merlot and pinot noir vines.

 


LA POSADA

On the grounds of Carlos Pulenta’s Bodega Vistalba, in Luján de Cuyo just south of Mendoza, La Posada could hardly be more exclusive –there are just two sprawling suites. Celebrity chef Jean-Paul Bondoux’s La Bourgogne restaurant serves lunch here.

 


CLUB TAPIZ

On the Maipú wine district’s western edge, just across the highway from Luján de Cuyo, Tapiz’s vineyards surround a 19th-century Renaissance residence transformed into a stylish seven-room guesthouse with subterranean tasting room.




[image: e9781598806755_i0029.jpg]

vineyard in Uco Valley, Mendoza, in front of the Andes Mountains
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Bodega O. Fournier is one of the Uco Valley’s high-altitude wineries.







Day 12

Return to Salta via Parque Nacional Los Cardones and the precipitously scenic Quebrada de Escoipe.




Day 13

A morning flight to Buenos Aires leaves the afternoon and evening free for sightseeing and perhaps a tango floor show.




Day 14

Enjoy a full day of sightseeing in Buenos Aires before an evening departure.
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In its nearly 3 million square kilometers, Argentina offers an astonishing diversity of natural environments. The real can’t-miss is the Esteros del Iberá marshes, in Corrientes Province, where the colorful subtropical birds, reptiles, and mammals are reason enough to visit Argentina for a week or more.


Day 1

Arrive at Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini (Ezeiza) and transfer to a Buenos Aires hotel. Visit main historic sites.




Day 2

Take a tour to the riverside suburb of Tigre and the Río Paraná Delta, including the island of Martín García near the Uruguayan border.




Day 3

An early-morning flight to Puerto Iguazú allows the afternoon at the falls; if the timing’s right, take the full-moon tour.




Day 4

Travel overland and spend the night at Yacutinga Lodge, with distinctive accommodations on a private nature reserve east of Puerto Iguazú. Alternatively, consider a night at Posada Puerto Bemberg, only half an hour south of Iguazú.




Day 5

Return to Puerto Iguazú and, time permitting, visit the Brazilian side of the falls (visa necessary).




Day 6

Travel overland to the city of Posadas, with a stop at the landmark Jesuit mission at San Ignacio. Continue to Colonia Carlos Pellegrini, in the Esteros del Iberá wetlands, by 4WD vehicle with driver.




Day 7

Enjoy a full-day wildlife-viewing excursion among the floating islands of the Esteros del Iberá.




Day 8

Head to the provincial capital of Corrientes for a flight back to Buenos Aires and on to the colonial city of Salta. Alternatively, spend more time at Iberá and take an overnight sleeper bus to Salta.
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HIKES IN THE ANDES

Stretching for thousands of kilometers from the Bolivian border to Tierra del Fuego, where they disappear beneath the sea, the Argentine Andes offer an infinity of options for hikers.

 


CERRO ACONCAGUA

South America’s most famous summit, the “Roof of the Americas” attracts climbers from around the world with hikes ranging from a quick walk to an overlook to multiday treks.

 


CERRO LÓPEZ

Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi has many hikes, but the trailhead for this one near Colonia Suiza lies right on the Circuito Chico bus route from Bariloche. It’s a stiff climb, and the forested trail is unclear in a couple of spots, but the reward is a breather at Refugio López (1,620 meters), which stocks cold drinks and food.

 


CERRO PILTRIQUITRÓN

Only a short hop east of El Bolsón, the summit of this Andean outlier reaches 2,284 meters above sea level. The reward is a relief-map view of the entire Puelo valley and the string of summits along the Chilean border and beyond.

 


LOMA DEL PLIEGUE TUMBADO

It’s not the highest-profile trail in Santa Cruz’s Parque Nacional Los Glaciares, but the day hike to the shoulder of this 1,550-meter peak offers some of the finest perspectives on Cerro Torre, Fitz Roy, and the Southern Patagonian Ice Fields.

 


GLACIAR MARTIAL

On Tierra del Fuego, only half an hour outside Ushuaia, it’s possible to take a chairlift halfway to the Martial glacier; at that point, a sometimes slippery footpath continues to the glacier’s lip, and when the clouds clear there are panoramic views across the legendary Beagle Channel to Chile’s Isla Navarino.
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view of Lago Verde, Parque Nacional Los Alerces







Day 9

Travel an overland loop, by rental car, from Salta up the Quebrada del Toro to the altiplano at San Antonio de los Cobres, stopping at enormous salt flats, and then descending to Purmamarca or Tilcara for the night. (In the dry winter, itineraries are easy to stick to, but the wet summer can disrupt overland transportation.)




Day 10

Visit the archaeological sites and colonial monuments of the Quebrada de Humahuaca, a World Heritage Site in Jujuy Province. Return to Salta.




Day 11

Take a full-day excursion to the yungas cloud forests of Parque Nacional Calilegua.




Day 12

Depart by rental car for Cafayate via the colorful desert canyon of the Quebrada de Cafayate, with a side trip to the pre-Columbian ruins of Quilmes. Sample Cafayate’s unique white wine, torrontés, at any of several local bodegas.




Day 13

On the return loop to Salta, take in the scenic village of Cachi, Parque Nacional Los Cardones, and the precipitous canyon known as the Quebrada de Escoipe.




Day 14

Hop a morning flight to Buenos Aires, continuing to San Carlos de Bariloche, with time for a late-afternoon excursion to Circuito Chico, in Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi.




Day 15

Day-trip by bus or rental car to Villa la Angostura; then take the boat to Parque Nacional Los Arrayanes, returning by footpath to Villa la Angostura. If it’s a long summer day, consider a side trip to Parque Nacional Lanín and its araucaria forests.




Day 16

Travel by bus or rental car to El Bolsón, with a visit to its Feria Artesanal for organic beer and grazing at various food stands. Take an afternoon excursion to nearby Parque Nacional Lago Puelo or, with an early start, hike to the summit of Cerro Piltriquitrón for spectacular panoramas of the Andes along the Chilean border.




Day 17

Bus or drive to the city of Esquel, gateway to Parque Nacional Los Alerces and its millennial alerce forests. Spend the afternoon at the La Hoya ski area, where the chairlift carries hikers to the trailheads in summer.




Day 18

Enjoy a boat excursion (Circuito Lacustre) at Parque Nacional Los Alerces, with an overnight at the park’s landmark Hotel Futalaufquen or in more modest accommodations, including camping.




Day 19

Return to San Carlos de Bariloche, stopping at Butch Cassidy’s former cabin, with a detour to Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi’s Ventisquero Negro (Black Glacier).




Day 20

A morning flight to Buenos Aires leaves the afternoon and evening free for sightseeing and perhaps a tango floor show.




Day 21

Take a full day for exploring Buenos Aires before heading to the airport for an evening departure.


WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS
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capybara in the wild Esteros del Iberá




Argentina abounds in wildlife that, for most visitors, will be utterly novel.

 


ESTEROS DEL IBERÁ

In the vast sodden center of Corrientes Province, the Iberá marshes are the Everglades of Argentina, with a cornucopia of birds plus caimans, capybaras, marsh deer, the elusive maned wolf, and even the recently reintroduced giant anteater.

 


THE ALTIPLANO AND THE YUNGAS

In the thin air of northwestern Argentina, guanacos and vicuñas gallop across the steppe while Andean condors circle above them. Wetlands such as Laguna Pozuelos are home to thousands of breeding flamingos; at lower elevations, the yungas cloud forests of Parque Nacional Calilegua and Parque Nacional El Rey support the occasional jaguar and many colorful subtropical birds.

 


PENÍNSULA VALDÉS

Linked to the mainland by a narrow isthmus, the seas and shores of Chubut’s Reserva Provincial Península Valdés boast an array of marine mammals–elephant seals, orcas, sea lions, and whales–and an abundance of Magellanic penguins and other shorebirds.

 


PARQUE NACIONAL LOS GLACIARES

It’s most famous for the Moreno Glacier, but the lands of Los Glaciares are blessed with abundant wildlife, including the sprinting ñandú or rhea, stealthy foxes, galloping guanacos, and even the occasional puma.













BUENOS AIRES AND VICINITY



HIGHLIGHTS

PLANNING YOUR TIME

ORIENTATION

HISTORY



Sights


MONSERRAT-CATEDRAL AL SUR AND VICINITY

MICROCENTRO AND VICINITY

PUERTO MADERO

SAN TELMO AND VICINITY

LA BOCA

BALVANERA (ONCE AND THE ABASTO)

RETIRO

RECOLETA AND BARRIO NORTE

PALERMO

BELGRANO

OUTER BARRIOS



Entertainment


CAFÉS

BARS AND CLUBS

JAZZ

TANGO AND MILONGA

CLASSICAL MUSIC AND OPERA

CINEMA

THEATER

CULTURAL CENTERS

GAY VENUES



Events

Shopping


SHOPPING CENTERS

ANTIQUES

ART GALLERIES

BOOKS AND MUSIC

CRAFTS

LEATHER GOODS AND FOOTWEAR

WINE



Sports and Recreation


RUNNING

CYCLING AND MOUNTAIN BIKING

HORSEBACK RIDING

GOLF

SOCCER

HORSE RACING



Accommodations


UNDER US$25

US$25-50

US$50-100

US$100-150

US$150-200

OVER US$200



Food


MONSERRAT/CATEDRAL AL SUR AND VICINITY

MICROCENTRO AND VICINITY

PUERTO MADERO

SAN TELMO AND VICINITY

LA BOCA

RETIRO

RECOLETA AND BARRIO NORTE

PALERMO

BELGRANO



Information and Services


TOURIST INFORMATION CENTERS

LIBRARIES

BANKING

POSTAL SERVICES

COMMUNICATIONS

TRAVEL AGENCIES

LANGUAGE STUDY

IMMIGRATION

MEDICAL



Getting There


BY AIR

BY BUS

BY TRAIN

BY BOAT



Getting Around


AIRPORTS

COLECTIVOS (BUSES)

TRAINS

CAR RENTAL



Vicinity of Buenos Aires


TIGRE

THE DELTA





Cosmopolitan Buenos Aires, South America’s highest-profile capital, has changed remarkably since its shaky start as a Spanish imperial backwater. Massive postindependence immigration turned a once cozy “Gran Aldea” (Great Village) into the first Latin American city with a million inhabitants; prosperity made it a “Paris of the South” with broad avenues, colossal monuments, and mansard-capped mansions.

Foreigners often conflate Buenos Aires with Argentina—even as provincial Argentines vociferously protest, “Buenos Aires is not Argentina.” Like New Yorkers, brash porteños (residents of the port) have a characteristic accent that sets them apart from the provinces. Many still identify strongly with their own Gran Aldea barrios. In fact, residents of the city’s 47 barrios might even protest that their own neighborhoods are too closely identified with the national capital.

That’s because each “Baires” neighborhood has a distinctive personality. The compact, densely built “Microcentro” boasts the capital’s major shopping and theater districts, as well as its Wall Street in “La City.” Immediately south, in Monserrat, the Avenida de Mayo is the city’s civic axis, the site of spectacle and debacle in Argentina’s tumultuous 20th-century politics. Monserrat gives way to the cobbled colonial streets of San Telmo, with its tango bars and Plaza Dorrego flea market. Farther south, La Boca is a working-class outpost and a colorful artists’ colony known for the Caminito, its curving pedestrian mall.

Northern neighborhoods like Retiro and Recoleta are more elegant and even opulent—the most affluent Argentines elect to spend eternity at the Cementerio de la Recoleta, one of the world’s most exclusive graveyards. Beyond Recoleta, Palermo’s parks were the property of 19th-century despot Juan Manuel de Rosas, but much of the barrio has become a middle- to upper-middle-class area with some of the city’s finest dining and wildest nightlife. North of Palermo, woodsy Belgrano is a mostly residential area that sometimes fancies itself not just a suburb or separate city but a republic in its own right—and it was briefly Argentina’s capital.
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HIGHLIGHTS

[image: e9781598806755_i0035.jpg] Plaza de Mayo: Buenos Aires’s historic center is ground zero for Argentine public life ([image: e9781598806755_i0036.jpg] Plaza de Mayo).

[image: e9781598806755_i0037.jpg] Café Tortoni: For nearly a century and a half, the Avenida de Mayo’s traditional gathering place has been an island of stability in an ocean of political, social, and economic upheaval ([image: e9781598806755_i0038.jpg] Café Tortoni).

[image: e9781598806755_i0039.jpg] Galerías Pacífico: Even nonshoppers will appreciate the vision with which 1990s developers adapted this historic Microcentro building to contemporary commerce while preserving its stunning murals ([image: e9781598806755_i0040.jpg] Galerías Pacífico).

[image: e9781598806755_i0041.jpg] Teatro Colón: Renovated for the bicentennial, the continent’s most important performing arts venue retains its style and dignity ([image: e9781598806755_i0042.jpg] Teatro Colón).

[image: e9781598806755_i0043.jpg] Plaza Dorrego: Antiques vendors and spirited performers clog San Telmo’s principal plaza and surrounding streets every Sunday ([image: e9781598806755_i0044.jpg] Plaza Dorrego).

[image: e9781598806755_i0045.jpg] Cementerio de la Recoleta: For both the living and the dead, the barrio of Recoleta is the capital’s prestige address ([image: e9781598806755_i0046.jpg] Cementerio de la Recoleta).

[image: e9781598806755_i0047.jpg] MALBA: For decades, even during dictatorships, Argentina has had a thriving modern art scene, but Palermo’s striking Museo de Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires has given it a new focal point ([image: e9781598806755_i0048.jpg] MALBA).

[image: e9781598806755_i0049.jpg] Museo Eva Perón: Promoted by Evita’s partisans, Argentina’s first museum dedicated to a woman is as notable for what it omits as for what it includes ([image: e9781598806755_i0050.jpg] Museo Eva Perón).

[image: e9781598806755_i0051.jpg] Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales: In the untouristed barrio of Caballito, this improving museum sheds light on Argentina’s dinosaur discoveries of recent decades ([image: e9781598806755_i0052.jpg] Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales).

[image: e9781598806755_i0053.jpg] Isla Martín García: Just off the Uruguayan coast, its bedrock rising out of the River Plate’s muddy waters, the historic island of Martín García has been a colonial fortress and even a political prison, but today it’s an absorbing getaway from the Buenos Aires bustle. It is reached from the suburb of Tigre, only 45 minutes by train from the capital ([image: e9781598806755_i0054.jpg] Isla Martín García).
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LOOK FOR [image: e9781598806755_i0056.jpg] TO FIND RECOMMENDED SIGHTS, ACTIVITIES, DINING, AND LODGING.



 



When porteños tire of the city, there are plenty of nearby escapes. The closest are the intricate channels of the Paraná Delta, easily reached from the northern suburb of Tigre, itself a short train ride from the city. One highlight is the island of Martín García, a colonial fortress and onetime prison camp with historic architecture and nature trails.

Even in times of crisis, the River Plate’s megalopolis still has much to offer the urban explorer in a city that, as the cliché about New York says, never sleeps. Even during 2002’s political and economic meltdown, Travel + Leisure named it Latin America’s top tourist city. Still, it remains one of the most underrated destinations on an underrated continent.



PLANNING YOUR TIME

Buenos Aires deserves all the time you can give it. Those planning an extended stay, say two weeks or more, should acquire Moon Buenos Aires, which has exhaustive coverage of the capital and more detail on excursions in Buenos Aires Province and neighboring Uruguay.

At a minimum, though, figure three days for highlights like the Plaza de Mayo, adjacent sights like the presidential palace and cathedral, and the Avenida de Mayo and Café Tortoni; the southern barrios of San Telmo (preferably on a Sunday) and La Boca; and the Teatro Colón, Recoleta and its famous cemetery, and Palermo (including the MALBA art museum).

But that’s pressing it, and at least a week would be desirable for seeing those sights thoroughly, at a more leisurely pace, and taking in the Puerto Madero waterfront, Palermo’s parks and fine arts museums, Chacarita cemetery, and the Paraná Delta. Even that would permit only limited partaking of the rapidly evolving restaurant scene in Palermo Soho, Palermo Hollywood, and Las Cañitas; the vibrant cultural life (including art galleries and theater); the hyperactive nightlife; and even compulsive shopping at Galerías Pacífico and other recycled landmarks.

No matter how much time you spend here, there’s always more to see and do.




ORIENTATION

Gran Buenos Aires (Greater Buenos Aires) is a sprawling metropolitan area that takes in large parts of surrounding Buenos Aires Province. The Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires (Autonomous City of Buenos Aires, also known as the Capital Federal) lies within the boundaries formed by the Río de la Plata, its Riachuelo tributary, and the Avenida General Paz and Avenida 27 de Febrero ring roads.

Buenos Aires’s barrios give the megalopolis its neighborhood ambience. Its historic center is Monserrat (also known as Catedral al Sur, “South of the Cathedral”), whose Plaza de Mayo is ground zero in Argentine public life. Immediately north, part of the barrio of San Nicolás, the Microcentro (also known as Catedral al Norte, “North of the Cathedral”) is the commercial and financial hub. To the east, stretching north–south along the river, redeveloped Puerto Madero is the newest barrio.

South of Monserrat, tourist-friendly San Telmo is a Bohemian blend of the colonial barrio, peopled with artists and musicians plus a scattering of old-money families and even more conventillos (tenements) abandoned by old money. To the southeast, La Boca has never been prosperous, but it has a colorful working-class history, a palpable sense of community, and extravagant vernacular architecture.

West of Monserrat and San Nicolás, Balvanera subdivides into several smaller neighborhoods, including Congreso (home to the national legislature), Once (the Jewish garment district), and the Abasto (which gave the city tango legend Carlos Gardel).


BUENOS AIRES AND VICINITY
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Across Avenida Córdoba, Retiro marks a transition to the upper-middle-class residential barrios to the north and northwest. Immediately northwest, elegant Recoleta is famous for its even more elegant necropolis, the Cementerio de la Recoleta. Overlapping Retiro and Recoleta, Barrio Norte is an opportunistic real estate fiction rather than a barrio per se.

Beyond Recoleta, several avenues lead to the open spaces of Palermo. One of the city’s most rapidly changing areas, the city’s largest barrio subdivides into several smaller but distinct units: the embassy row of Palermo Chico, between Avenida del Libertador and the river; the residential and nightlife zone of Palermo Viejo, across Avenida Santa Fe, which further subdivides into “Palermo Soho” and “Palermo Hollywood”; and Las Cañitas, on the Belgrano border. There is even a newly designated “Palermo Queens.”

Belgrano prizes its residential identity, but its leafy streets also have several museums and other cultural resources. More outlying barrios have scattered points of tourist interest, including museums, parks, and ferias.




HISTORY

Buenos Aires’s origins are, in some ways, as murky as the muddy Río de la Plata. Everyone agrees that Querandí hunter-gatherers roamed its southern banks, but their encampments of toldos (tents of animal skins) shifted with the availability of game, fish, and other resources. No Querandí site could be called a city, a town, or even a village.

Buenos Aires proper dates from January 1536, when Pedro de Mendoza’s expedition landed on its shores, but his short-lived colony withered in the face of supply shortages and Querandí resistance. Traditionally, Argentine histories place Mendoza’s settlement on the barrancas (natural levees) of present-day Parque Lezama, but author Federico Kirbus has concluded that the first Buenos Aires may have been closer to the provincial town of Escobar, up the Paraná Delta. The evidence is circumstantial, but it’s an intriguing hypothesis.

While Mendoza’s initial effort failed, Juan de Garay refounded Buenos Aires on a southbound expedition from Asunción, in present-day Paraguay, in 1580. Garay died at the hands of the Querandí, but his settlement—peopled by mancebos de la tierra (offspring of Spaniards and Guaraní Indians)—survived.

The muddy riverbank location made a poor port, but this was almost irrelevant—the new Buenos Aires was subordinate to Asunción, which was subordinate to the Viceroyalty of Lima and the Spanish capital of Madrid via a long, indirect overland and maritime route. It took nearly two centuries for Buenos Aires to match Lima’s viceregal status.


Colonial Buenos Aires

Mendoza’s expedition had one lasting legacy: the escaped herds of horses and cattle that, proliferating on the pampas, transformed the backcountry into a fenceless feral-cattle ranch. The presence of horses and cattle, nearly free for the taking, spawned the gaucho culture for which Argentina became famous. Durable hides were the primary product; perishable beef had little value.

Buenos Aires lacked accessible markets, though, because low-value hides were too bulky for shipment to Spain via Lima and Panama. But they could support a vigorous contraband with British and Portuguese vessels in the Paraná’s secluded channels, and Spain acknowledged Buenos Aires’s growing significance by making it capital, in 1776, of the new Virreinato del Río de la Plata (Viceroyalty of the River Plate).

The population, only about 500 in the early 17th century, grew slowly at first. By 1655 it was barely 4,000, and it took nearly a century to reach 10,000, in 1744. By the time of the new viceroyalty, though, it exceeded 24,000, and nearly doubled again by the early 19th century. As Madrid loosened control, the livestock economy opened to European commerce and expanded with new saladeros (meat-salting plants). The growing population, which previously consisted of peninsular Spaniards, criollos (creoles, or American-born Spaniards), small numbers of indígenas (Indians), and mestizos (the offspring of Spaniards and indígenas), soon included African slaves.

 


See THE PORTEÑO PSYCHE




Republican Argentina and Buenos Aires

While porteños resisted the British invasions of 1806 and 1807, those invasions undercut Spain’s authority and helped end Spanish rule in the Revolution of May 1810. The movement reached its climax in 1816, when delegates of the Provincias Unidas del Río de la Plata (United Provinces of the River Plate) formally declared independence, but the loose confederation only papered over differences between provincial “Federalist” caudillos and the cosmopolitan “Unitarists” of Buenos Aires.

In Buenos Aires, the largest province, Federalist Juan Manuel de Rosas ruled from 1829 until his overthrow in 1852. Ironically enough, the ruthless and opportunistic Rosas did more than anyone else to ensure the city’s primacy, though it did not become the country’s capital until 1880.

By the time Rosas took power, the population was nearly 60,000; in 1855, shortly after he left, it reached 99,000. In 1833 Charles Darwin was impressed with the city’s size and orderliness:


Every street is at right angles to the one it crosses, and the parallel ones being equidistant, the houses are collected into solid squares of equal dimensions, which are called quadras. On the other hand the houses themselves are hollow squares; all the rooms opening into a neat little courtyard. They are generally only one story high, with flat roofs, which are fitted with seats, and are much frequented by the inhabitants in summer. In the centre of the town is the Plaza, where the public offices, fortress, cathedral, &c., stand. Here also, the old viceroys, before the revolution had their palaces. The general assemblage of buildings possesses considerable architectural beauty, although none individually can boast of any.


Rosas’s dictatorial rule, obstinate isolationism, and military adventures discouraged immigration, but his defeat at the battle of Caseros (1853) opened the country to immigration and economic diversification. For the city, still a provincial capital, this meant explosive growth—its population more than doubled, to 230,000, by 1875. In 1880, when the other provinces forced Buenos Aires’s federalization, irate provincial authorities shifted their own capital to the new city of La Plata, but the newly designated federal capital continued to grow. By the early 20th century, it became the first Latin American city with more than a million inhabitants.





The Porteños Get a Port


Buenos Aires was a poor natural port. Its muddy river banks and shallow waters made loading and unloading slow, laborious, expensive, and even hazardous, as freighters had to anchor in deep water and transfer cargo to barges. Before becoming a great commercial port, it had to speed up a process that took months for the average steamship.

Engineer Luis Huergo offered the simplest and most economical solution: to provide better access to existing port facilities in the southern barrios of La Boca and Barracas. Political influence trumped his practical expertise, as congress approved downtown businessman Eduardo Madero’s vague plan to transform the mudflats into a series of deep water diques (basins) immediately east of the central Plaza de Mayo.

Approved in 1882, Puerto Madero took 16 years to complete, came in over budget, suffered scandalous land dealings, and, finally, even proved inadequate for the growing traffic. Only improvements at La Boca and the 1926 opening of Retiro’s Puerto Nuevo finally resolved the problem, but port costs remained high.




From Gran Aldea to Cosmopolitan Capital

Federalization brought a new mayor—Torcuato de Alvear, appointed by President Julio Argentino Roca—and Alvear immediately imposed his vision on the capital. Instead of the intimate Gran Aldea, Buenos Aires would become a city of monuments, a cosmopolitan showpiece for Argentina’s integration with the wider world. Where single-story houses once lined narrow colonial streets, boulevards like Avenida de Mayo soon linked majestic public buildings like the Casa Rosada presidential palace and the Congreso Nacional, the federal legislature.

Newly landscaped spaces like the Plaza de Mayo, Plaza del Congreso, and Plaza San Martín, not to mention the conversion of Rosas’s Palermo estate into parklands, reflected the aspirations—or pretensions—of an ambitious country. Some, though, castigated Alvear for favoring upper-crust barrios such as Recoleta, Palermo, and Belgrano over struggling immigrant neighborhoods like San Telmo and La Boca.

As immigrants streamed in from Spain, Italy, Britain, Russia, and other European countries, such differential treatment worsened social tensions. In 1913, Buenos Aires became the first South American city to open a subway system, but in poorer neighborhoods large families squeezed into conventillos (tenements) and struggled on subsistence wages. The gap between rich and poor exploded into open conflict—in 1909, following police repression of a May Day demonstration, anarchist immigrant Simón Radowitzky killed police chief Ramón Falcón with a bomb, and in 1919, President Hipólito Yrigoyen ordered the army to crush a metalworkers’ strike during the so-called Semana Trágica (The Tragic Week).

Yrigoyen, ironically enough, pardoned Radowitzky a decade later, and his was the first administration to suffer one of the repeated military coups that plagued the country in the 20th century. The dictatorship that followed him continued to obliterate narrow colonial streets in favor of wide thoroughfares like Corrientes, Córdoba, and Santa Fe, and the crosstown boulevard Avenida 9 de Julio. Despite public deference to working-class interests, the populist Perón regimes of the 1940s and 1950s splurged on pharaonic works projects, heavy and heavily subsidized industry, and unsustainable social spending that squandered post–World War II surpluses.




The Dirty War and Its Aftermath

As Gran Buenos Aires grew and sprawled, encompassing ever more distant suburbs, the capital and its vicinity housed more than a third of all Argentines; by 1970 it had over 8 million inhabitants. Continued political instability, though, became almost open warfare until 1976, when the military ousted the inept President Isabel Perón (Juan Perón’s widow) in a bloodless coup that became Argentina’s bloodiest reign of terror ever.

One rationale for taking power was corruption, but the military and their own civilian collaborators were just as adept in diverting international loans to demolish vibrant neighborhoods and create colossal public works like freeways that went nowhere. Much of the money found its way into offshore bank accounts.

Following the 1983 return to constitutional government, Argentina underwent several years of hyperinflation under President Raúl Alfonsín’s Radical government. President Carlos Menem’s succeeding Peronist government brought a decade of economic stability with strong foreign investment, and Buenos Aires was one of the main beneficiaries. The financial and service sectors flourished, and ambitious urban renewal projects like Puerto Madero’s conversion into a fashionable riverfront of lofts and restaurants brought a sense of optimism through the 1990s. The boom had its dark side, though, in “crony capitalism,” through which the president’s associates enriched themselves through favorable privatizations.

Even before late 2001’s partial debt default, the economy contracted and porteños began to suffer. After Menem’s hapless successor Fernando de la Rúa resigned in December, the country had a series of caretaker presidents until Néstor Kirchner’s election in May 2003.

As the economy stagnated and unemployment rose, homelessness also rose and scavengers became a common sight even in prosperous Palermo and Belgrano. Strikes, strident pickets blocking bridges and highways, and frustration with politicians and institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) contributed to the feeling of bronca (aggravation).

In the ensuing years, the devalued peso brought a tourist boom and once again encouraged investment in hotels and other real estate, though the benefits were uneven and unemployment remained historically high. The global economic downturn of late 2008 has reversed some of those gains, but the city has not suffered so badly as the provinces and some other countries.








Sights


MONSERRAT-CATEDRAL AL SUR AND VICINITY

In 1580, Juan de Garay reestablished Pedro de Mendoza’s failed settlement on what is now the Plaza de Mayo, surrounded by most major national institutions. The barrio’s axis is Avenida de Mayo, linking the Casa Rosada presidential palace (1873–1898) with the Congreso Nacional (National Congress, 1906); the broad perpendicular Avenida 9 de Julio splits Monserrat in half.

At the northeast corner, renowned architect Alejandro Bustillo designed the Banco de la Nación (1939). Immediately south of the Casa Rosada, the marble facade of the Ministerio de Economía (Economy Ministry) still bears pockmarks from strafing naval planes during 1955’s Revolución Libertadora that sent Juan Domingo Perón into exile.

One of Avenida de Mayo’s literal landmarks is Mario Palanti’s Palacio Barolo (1923), an office building topped by a rotating semaphore visible from Montevideo’s Palacio Salvo (the work of the same architect). In 1923, when Argentine heavyweight Luis Angel Firpo fought Jack Dempsey in New York, the Barolo erroneously announced Firpo’s victory with a green light from the tower.

South of the Plaza de Mayo, most landmarks are modified colonial buildings. From the roof of the Casa de la Defensa, porteños poured boiling oil on British invaders in 1806–1807. The building now houses Télam, the official government press agency.


[image: e9781598806755_i0064.jpg]

Monserrat’s Palacio Barolo is one of the city’s most emblematic buildings.





[image: e9781598806755_i0065.jpg] Plaza de Mayo

Colloquially known as the “Plaza de Protestas,” the Plaza de Mayo has often played center stage in Argentine history. The Peróns, in particular, used it for spectacle, convoking hundreds of thousands of descamisados (shirtless ones), their fervent underclass disciples.

Internationally, the plaza gained fame for some of its smallest gatherings ever. From the late 1970s, the Madres de la Plaza de Mayo marched silently around the Pirámide de Mayo, its small central obelisk, every Thursday afternoon to demand the return of their adult children kidnapped by the military and paramilitary gangs. Most of the disappeared died at their captors’ hands, but the mothers brought Argentina’s shame to world attention.

Ironically, throngs cheered the dictatorship here when it occupied the British-ruled Falkland Islands in 1982. As the war went badly, though, crowds turned on the de facto regime, whose collapse brought a return to constitutional government.

Following the December 2001 economic meltdown, the Plaza de Mayo witnessed major protests and a police riot that killed several demonstrators and forced President Fernando de la Rúa’s resignation. Other demonstrators included leftist groups who deplored the “model” ostensibly imposed by international lending agencies, and bank depositors outraged at banking restrictions that effectively confiscated their savings.
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Catedral Metropolitana

On the site of the original colonial church designated by Juan de Garay in 1580, the cathedral opened in 1836; Joseph Dubourdieu’s 1862 pediment bas-reliefs compare the biblical reconciliation of Joseph and his brothers with the battle of Pavón, where Bartolomé Mitre’s Buenos Aires forces defeated caudillo Justo José Urquiza.

Within the cathedral, a lateral chapel holds the Mausoleo del General José de San Martín, the independence hero’s tomb. Disillusioned with postindependence turmoil, San Martín lived in exile in France until his death in 1850; his remains were returned to Argentina in 1880, after President Nicolás Avellaneda ordered construction of this elaborate crypt, marked by an eternal flame.

The Catedral Metropolitana (Avenida Rivadavia and San Martín, tel. 011/4331-2845) is open 8 A.M.–7 P.M. weekdays, 9 A.M.–7:30 P.M. weekends.




Museo del Cabildo

The Plaza’s only remaining colonial structure, the Cabildo was a combination town council and prison, and the site where criollo patriots deposed Spanish viceroy Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneros in 1810. The present structure preserves part of the recova (arcade) that once ran the plaza’s width.

The museum is thin on content—a few maps, paintings, and photographs of the plaza and its surroundings as well as a portrait gallery from the British invasions (1806–1807) and the Revolution of May 1810. Only part of the building survived 19th-century mayor Torcuato de Alvear’s wrecking ball (which made the Avenida de Mayo possible).

The Museo del Cabildo (Bolívar 65, tel. 011/4343-4387, US$0.30) is open 10:30 A.M.–5 P.M. Wednesday–Friday, 11:30–6 P.M. weekends. Guided tours (US$0.80) take place at 3 P.M. Friday and Sunday; a free tour takes place at 2 P.M. Sunday.




Casa Rosada (Casa de Gobierno Nacional)

For better or worse, the presidential palace has been the site of contentious spectacle, the place where Perón and Evita summoned the cheering masses who later jeered the ruthless dictatorship after the 1982 Falklands War. In late 2001 it witnessed the shooting of demonstrators by federal police under the inept De la Rúa administration. The building owes its pinkish hue to President Domingo F. Sarmiento, who proposed blending Federalist red and Unitarist white to symbolize reconciliation between the two violently opposed factions of 19th-century politics.

The Casa Rosada was not originally a single building; in 1884 Italian architect Francesco Tamburini merged the original government house with the former post office to create the present asymmetrical structure. On the east side, facing Parque Colón, pedestrians can view the excavated ruins of the colonial Fuerte Viejo (fortress) and early customs headquarters (buried beneath landfill in the 1890s).

Entered from the south side, the basement’s Museo de la Casa de Gobierno contains memorabilia from Argentine presidents, but unfortunately its charter prohibits material more recent than 30 years ago (and does not even require it to be that timely). Visitors can, however, stroll among the colonial catacombs visible from outside.


MONSERRAT CATEDRAL AL SUR AND VICINITY
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See ORGANIZED TOURS

 



The Museo de la Casa de Gobierno (Hipólito Yrigoyen 219, tel. 011/4344-3804, www.museo.gov.ar, free) is normally open 10 A.M.–6 P.M. weekdays, 2–6 P.M. Sunday, but as of press time it was undergoing a major reorganization.

Free guided Casa Rosada tours take place 10 A.M.–6 P.M. weekends and holidays, at the main entrance (Balcarce 50) facing Plaza de Mayo.




Manzana de las Luces

Since the mid-17th century, when the Jesuits established themselves on the block bounded by the present-day streets of Bolívar, Moreno, Perú, and Alsina, Monserrat has been a hub of intellectual life. The Jesuits were the most intellectual of monastic orders, but they were also the most commercial—the two surviving buildings of the Procuraduría, fronting on Alsina, stored products from their widespread missions, housed missionized Indians from the provinces, and contained defensive tunnels.

After the Jesuits’ expulsion from the Americas in 1767, the buildings served as the Protomedicato, which regulated medical practice in the city; but the block later housed, in succession, a public library, a medical school, and various university departments. After 1974 the Comisión Nacional de la Manzana de las Luces attempted to salvage them for cultural purposes, opening the tunnels to the public and restoring part of the “Universidad” lettering along the Perú facade.

The Iglesia San Ignacio (1722) replaced an earlier structure of the same name. In 1836 the Jesuits returned, at Rosas’s invitation; in 1955, at Juan Perón’s instigation, mobs trashed the building, but it has since been restored.

The church shares a wall with the Colegio Nacional de Buenos Aires (1908), the country’s most prestigious and competitive secondary school, taught by top university faculty. The re-created Sala de Representantes housed the province’s first legislature.

The Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas de la Manzana de las Luces Doctor Jorge E. Garrido (Perú 272, tel. 011/4342-3964, www.manzanadelasluces.gov.ar) conducts a series of guided tours (1 and 3 P.M. Mon.; 3 P.M. Tues.–Fri.; 3, 4:30, and 6 P.M. Sat.–Sun.) for US$1.50 pp. English-language tours (US$3 pp) require 15 days’ notice and a minimum of 20 people.




Museo Etnográfico Juan B. Ambrosetti

Affiliated with the Universidad de Buenos Aires, the Ambrosetti museum has first-rate archaeological, ethnographic, and ethnohis-torical material on the Andean Northwest (bordering the great civilizations of highland Perú), the northern Patagonian Mapuche, and the Tierra del Fuego archipelago. Well organized with good narration in Spanish only, it does a lot with what it has—and what it has is pretty good.

The Museo Etnográfico (Moreno 350, tel. 011/4345-8196, www.museoetnografico.filo.uba.ar, US$0.30, free for retirees) is open 1–7 P.M. Tuesday–Friday and 3–7 P.M. weekends, except in January, when it’s closed. There are guided tours at 4 P.M. Saturday and Sunday.




Museo de la Ciudad

Above the remarkable Farmacia La Estrella, the city museum specializes in elements of everyday urban life, including architecture, floor tiles, furniture, and postcards; the pharmacy’s exterior windows have been turned into display cases.
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Independence hero Manuel Belgrano rests outside Monserrat’s Iglesia Santo Domingo.




Except in February, when it’s closed, the Museo de la Ciudad (Defensa 219, tel. 011/4343-2123 or 011/4331-9855, US$0.80, free Wed.) is open 11 A.M.–7 P.M. daily.
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One of BA’s most quietly traditional places, Café Tortoni (Avenida de Mayo 825, tel. 011/4342-4328, www.cafetortoni.com.ar) has made no concessions to the 21st century and only a few to the 20th: Upholstered chairs and marble tables stand among sturdy columns beneath a ceiling punctuated by stained-glass vitraux, the wallpaper looks original between the stained wooden trim, and walls are decorated with pictures, portraits, and filete, the traditional porteño sign-painter’s calligraphy.

Acknowledged on the walls, past patrons include singer Carlos Gardel, La Boca painter Benito Quinquela Martín, dramatists Luigi Pirandello and Federico García Lorca, and pianist Arthur Rubinstein; more recently, it has hosted Spain’s King Juan Carlos I and Hillary Rodham Clinton. The original entrance faced Rivadavia, on the north side, but Torcuato de Alvear’s creation of Avenida de Mayo forced it to reorient itself.
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Iglesia y Convento de Santo Domingo

Since late colonial times, the mid-18th-century Dominican church (also known as Iglesia de Nuestra Señora del Rosario) at Avenida Belgrano and Defensa has witnessed some of Argentine history’s most dramatic events. It still displays banners captured by Viceroy Santiago Liniers from the Highlanders Regiment No. 71 during the 1806 British invasion, and the exterior shows combat damage from the British occupation of 1807. Near the church entrance, an eternal flame burns near sculptor Héctor Ximenes’s Mausoleo de Belgrano (1903), the crypt of Argentina’s second-greatest hero; Belgrano was an indifferent soldier, but he did design the Argentine flag.

Following independence, President Bernardino Rivadavia secularized the church, making it a natural history museum and turning one of its towers into an astronomical observatory. In 1955, during the coup against Juan Perón, anticlerical Peronists set it afire.


MICROCENTRO AND VICINITY
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MICROCENTRO AND VICINITY

Formally known as San Nicolás, the area bounded by Retiro on the north, Puerto Madero on the east, Monserrat on the south, and Balvanera to the west encompasses much of the traditional financial, commercial, and entertainment centers. The area between Avenida 9 de Julio and the riverfront, immediately north of the Plaza de Mayo, is commonly called the Microcentro and, on occasion, Catedral al Norte.

Named for Argentina’s independence day, Avenida 9 de Julio literally separates the Microcentro from the rest of the barrio—only a world-class sprinter could cross all 16 lanes of seemingly suicidal drivers fudging the green light. At the corner of Corrientes, the 67.5-meter Obelisco (Obelisk, 1936) is a city symbol erected for the 400th anniversary of Pedro de Mendoza’s initial encampment.

One of the Microcentro’s foci is the pedestrian Calle Florida, once the city’s major shopping street. Originally a private residence dating from 1910, the Sociedad Rural Argentina (Florida 460) houses an organization that has voiced the interests of large landowners—some would say “the oligarchy”—since 1866. The traditional axis of porteño nightlife, Avenida Corrientes has taken a backseat to trendier areas, but the recent widening of sidewalks has encouraged pedestrians to return.

Calle San Martín, with its banks and exchange houses, is the axis of La City, the financial district that’s home to the Italianate Banco Central de la República Argentina and its Museo Numismático Dr. José E. Uriburu (Reconquista 266, tel. 011/4393-0021, 10 A.M.–3 P.M. weekdays, free), which helps explain the country’s volatile economic history. After the events of late 2001 and early 2002, angry protestors expressed their bronca by defacing even the elegant Spanish Renaissance Standard Bank (1924).

Across Avenida 9 de Julio, on Plaza Lavalle, the Palacio de Justicia (Tribunales or Law Courts, 1904) has lent its colloquial name to the neighborhood. North of the landmark Teatro Colón (1908), protected by bulky concrete planters, the Templo de la Congregación Israelita (1932) is the city’s largest synagogue and home to the small but impressive Museo Judío Dr. Salvador Kibrick (Libertad 769, tel. 011/4132-0102, ext. 105, museojudio@judaica.org.ar); from 3 to 5:30 P.M. Tuesday and Thursday it offers guided tours (US$8 pp) in Spanish, English, and Hebrew. Having ID is obligatory; do not photograph this or any other Jewish community site without explicit permission.
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As Calle Florida became an elegant shopping district in the late 19th century, Francisco Seeber and Emilio Bunge were the main shareholders in the proposed Bon Marché Argentino, inspired by Milan’s Galleria Vittorio Emmanuelle II. Unfortunately, their French investors backed out, but Seeber resurrected the project by 1894 as the Galería Florida.

One of the era’s biggest buildings, with a double basement and four upper stories, it covered an entire city block bounded by Florida, Avenida Córdoba, San Martín, and Viamonte. In 1908, though, the British-run Ferrocarril de Buenos Aires al Pacífico acquired the Córdoba side for business offices; within two years it controlled the rest of the building. It later passed to Ferrocarriles Argentinos, the state railroad enterprise created by Juan Perón in 1948.

Meanwhile, in 1945, Argentine artists gave the cupola its most dramatic feature: 450 square meters of murals, including Lino Spilimbergo’s El Dominio de las Fuerzas Naturales (the Dominion of Natural Forces), Demetrio Urruchúa’s La Fraternidad (Brotherhood), Juan Carlos Castagnino’s La Vida Doméstica (Domestic Life), Manuel Colmeiro’s La Pareja Humana (The Human Couple), and Antonio Berni’s El Amor (Love). Linked to Mexican muralist Davíd Alfaro Siqueiros, all belonged to the socially conscious Nuevo Realismo (New Realism) movement.

For most of the 1980s the Galerías languished until, in 1992, the murals became a highlight of a newly fashionable shopping center—appropriately enough, its original purpose. Well worth a visit even for anticonsumers, the Galerías (www.galeriaspacifico.com.ar) offers free guided tours at 11:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. on weekdays from the street-level information desk. On the basement level, it has a fine food court and the city’s best public toilets.
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Possibly the continent’s most important performing arts venue, the ornate Colón (1908) reopened in 2010—though it is not yet ready for opera. Even as work proceeded, it managed to offer top-tier international opera, ballet, and symphonic performers, as well as first-rate local talent in opera, ballet, and symphony in alternative venues.

Argentine lyric theater dates from the early 19th century, with the first European artists arriving in the 1820s. The original Colón, on the Plaza de Mayo, seated 2,500 people and opened with Verdi’s La Traviata in 1857. As the earlier theater became the Banco de la Nación, authorities chose the site of the country’s first-ever railway station for Francesco Tamburini’s Italian Renaissance design.

Occupying a lot of more than 8,000 square meters, with floor space of nearly 38,000 square meters on seven levels, the Colón opened with a performance of Verdi’s Aída. Seating 2,478 patrons, with standing room for another 700, it’s one of the country’s most ornate buildings, its Gran Hall outfitted with Verona and Carrara marble, its Salón de los Bustos studded with busts of famous figures from European classical music, and its Salón Dorado (Golden Salon) modeled on palaces like Paris’s Versailles and Vienna’s Schönbrunn.

The main theater itself follows lines of French and Italian classics, with world-class acoustics; a rotating disc aids rapid scene changes. The orchestra accommodates up to 120 musicians. Seating ranges from comfortably upholstered rows to luxury boxes, including a presidential box with its own phone line to the Casa Rosada and a separate exit. Presidential command performances take place on the winter patriotic holidays of May 25 and July 9.

Since its opening, the who’s who of performers has included Igor Stravinsky, María Callas, Mikhail Baryshnikov, George Balanchine, and Yo-Yo Ma, not to mention world-renowned orchestras and dance companies. At times, though, the administration has let its hair down to accommodate performers like folksinger Mercedes Sosa, the porteño rhythm-and-blues unit Memphis La Blusera, and rock guitarist-songwriter Luis Alberto Spinetta.

The Teatro Colón (box office at Libertad 621, tel. 011/4378-7344, www.teatrocolon.org.ar) presents some 200 events per annum between May and November. Both events and guided tours were suspended until the theater reopened, but for the latest information contact the Teatro Colón (Viamonte 1168, tel. 011/4378-7132, visitas@teatrocolon.org.ar, US$3 nonresident adults, US$1.50 Argentine residents, US$0.75 children up to age 10); tours last 50 minutes and go behind the scenes as well.
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PUERTO MADERO

Born amidst 19th-century corruption, modern Puerto Madero is an attempt to reclaim the riverfront, which languished off-limits during the military dictatorship of 1976–1983. Comparable in some ways to Baltimore’s Inner Harbor and London’s Docklands, it has recycled the handsome brick depósitos (warehouses) around its four large diques (basins) into stylish lofts, offices, restaurants, bars, and cinemas. The late director Fabián Bielinsky used its promenade for an entertaining chase scene in his conman film Nine Queens.

Built on landfill east of the river’s barrancas, what is now Puerto Madero expanded during the dictatorship as the military dumped debris from its massive public works projects east and southeast of the diques. Ironically enough, as native plants and animals colonized the rubble and rubbish, it became the Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur (Avenida Tristán Achával Rodríguez 1550, tel. 011/4893-1597), now a popular destination for Sunday outings, cyclists, and joggers—not to mention a cruising area for the capital’s gays. Hours are 8 A.M.–7 P.M. Tuesday–Sunday, when reservations can be made by phone; there are guided tours weekends and holidays at 10:30 A.M. and 3:30 P.M., and moonlight tours at 8:30 P.M. on given Fridays—by previous Monday’s reservation only.

Sequentially numbered from south to north, the four rectangular basins include a 450-berth yacht harbor at Dique No. 3; docked here, the Museo Fragata Sarmiento (tel. 011/4334-9386, 10 A.M.–7 P.M. daily, US$0.60, children under 5 free), an early-20th-century naval training vessel, is a national historical monument.

Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava’s Puente de la Mujer is a modernistic pedestrian suspension bridge whose rotating center section allows vessels to pass between Dique No. 3 and Dique No. 2. At the northernmost Dique No. 4, the Buque Museo A.R.A. Corbeta Uruguay (tel. 011/4314-1090, 10 A.M.–7 P.M. daily, US$0.60) rescued Norwegian explorers Carl Skottsberg and Otto Nordenskjöld from Antarctica in 1903. Dating from 1874, it’s the oldest Argentine vessel still afloat.


PUERTO MODERO
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Several original cranes remain in place along the west side of the basins, where British engineers designed the redbrick warehouses. Work on the east-side buildings was slower to progress during the economic crisis, but the riverfront is finally making a contribution to Buenos Aires’s livability.


Colección de Arte Amalia Lacroze de Fortabat

On the east side of Dique No. 4, aging cement heiress Amalia Lacroze de Fortabat (widely considered Argentina’s wealthiest woman) has erected a modern four-story display space for her personal art collection. Despite a reputation for cultural conservatism—she once indignantly retracted a fiction prize because she considered the novel her independent judges chose to be pornographic—the collections include some of Argentina’s most cutting-edge modern artists, including Antonio Berni, Jorge de la Vega, and Xul Solar, as well as European masters and contemporaries. Even a Warhol portrait of Fortabat herself is on display.

New in late 2008, the Colección de Arte Amalia Lacroze de Fortabat (Olga Cossettini 141, tel. 011/4310-6600, www.coleccionfortabat.org.ar) is open noon–9 P.M. Tuesday–Friday, and 10 A.M.–9 P.M. weekends. Admission costs US$4, with US$1 discounts for children under age 12, students, educators, and retired people. Guided tours (in Spanish) take place at 3 and 5 P.M. on open days; English-language tours require advance reservations.




Museo Nacional de la Inmigración

Toward the barrio’s north end, the Hotel de Inmigrantes was Argentina’s Ellis Island for European immigrants. From 1911 until 1953, Old World arrivals could spend five nights here before heading into the Argentine unknown.

Building on lessons from earlier mistakes, this reception facility for immigrants was an exemplary institution when it opened. While still a work in progress, the current museum details sample family histories and panels on immigration procedures and the treatment of new arrivals.

At present, the only areas open to the public are the reception area, the dining room, and a small part of the upstairs dormitories. Part of the dining room provides access to a computerized archive on 3.7 million immigrants from 60 countries who arrived by boat after 1882.

The Museo Nacional de la Inmigración (Avenida Antártida Argentina 1355, tel. 011/4317-0285, museodelainmigracion@migraciones.gov.ar, free) is open 10 A.M.–5 P.M. weekdays, 11 A.M.–6 P.M. weekends.






SAN TELMO AND VICINITY

After yellow fever drove elite families to northern barrios like Palermo and Belgrano in the 1870s, San Telmo’s narrow colonial streets became an area where impoverished immigrants could find a foothold in conventillos, abandoned mansions where large families filled small spaces—often a single room. Today, it’s a mixed neighborhood where conventillos still exist but young professionals have also recycled crumbling apartment buildings and even industrial sites into stylish lofts. Famous for its Sunday street fair, a favorite among Argentines and foreigners alike, it’s one of the city’s best walking neighborhoods.

While colonial Spanish law dictated a city plan with uniform rectangular blocks, in practice things were not quite so regular. North–south Calle Balcarce, for instance, doglegs between Chile and Estados Unidos, crossing the cobblestone alleyways of Pasaje San Lorenzo and Pasaje Giuffra. The Casa Mínima (Pasaje San Lorenzo 380) takes the casa chorizo (sausage house) style to an extreme: Now open to the public as part of tours of the nearby El Zanjón de Granados (Defensa 755, tel. 011/4361-3002, www.elzanjon.com.ar), the width of this two-story colonial house is barely greater than the an average adult male’s arm-spread.

To the east, on Paseo Colón’s Plaza Coronel Olazábal, sculptor Rogelio Yrurtia’s Canto al Trabajo (Ode to Labor), a tribute to hardworking pioneers, is a welcome antidote to pompous equestrian statues elsewhere. Across the avenue, the neoclassical Facultad de Ingeniería (Engineering School) originally housed the Fundación Eva Perón, established by Evita to aid the poor—and her own political ambitions. Three blocks south, beneath the freeway, the so-called Club Atlético was a clandestine torture center during the Proceso dictatorship; it is now a memorial park.

San Telmo’s heart, though, is Plaza Dorrego (Defensa and Humberto Primo), site of the colorfully hectic weekend flea market. A few blocks south, in a cavernous recycled warehouse, the Museo de Arte Moderno (Avenida San Juan 350, tel. 011/4361-1121) was closed for remodeling but was to reopen in late 2010.
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Six days a week, Plaza Dorrego is a quiet shady square where porteños sip cortados and nibble lunches from nearby cafés. On weekends, though, it swarms with Argentine and foreign visitors who stroll among dozens of antiques stalls at the Feria de San Pedro Telmo, the most famous and colorful of the capital’s numerous street fairs. Items range from antique soda siphons to brightly painted filete plaques with piropos (aphorisms), oversized antique radios, and many other items.

The plaza and surrounding side streets also fill with street performers like the pony-tailed Pedro Benavente (“El Indio”), a smooth tanguero (dancer) who, with various female partners, entrances locals and tourists alike—even though his music comes from a boom box. Up and down Defensa, which is closed to cars on Sunday, there are also live tango musicians and other dancers, not to mention puppet theaters, hurdy-gurdy men with parrots, and a glut of estatuas vivas (costumed mimes, some original and others trite).

The Feria de San Pedro Telmo takes place every Sunday, starting around 9–10 A.M. and continuing into late afternoon. Even with all the antiques and crafts stands, there’s room to enjoy lunch and the show from the sidewalk cafés and balconies overlooking the plaza.


SAN TELMO
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Parque Lezama

The presumptive but unlikely site of Pedro de Mendoza’s founding of the city, famed landscape architect Carlos Thays’s Parque Lezama is an irregular quadrilateral above the old river course (now covered by landfill). Shaded by mature palms and other exotic trees and studded with monuments, it’s the place where aging porteños play chess, working-class families enjoy weekend picnics, and a Sunday crafts fair stretches along Defensa to Avenida San Juan.

On the capital’s southern edge in colonial times, the property came into the hands of Carlos Ridgley Horne and then Gregorio Lezama, whose widow sold it to the city in 1884. Horne built the Italianate mansion (1846) that is now the national history museum; at the northwest entrance, Juan Carlos Oliva Navarro finished the Monumento a Don Pedro Mendoza (1937) a year too late to mark the 400th anniversary of Buenos Aires’s original founding.

Opposite the park’s north side, architect Alejandro Christopherson designed the turquoise-colored onion domes and stained-glass windows of the Iglesia Apostólica Ortodoxa Rusa (Russian Orthodox Church, 1904, Avenida Brasil 315), built with materials imported from St. Petersburg.




Museo Histórico Nacional

Like many Argentine museums, Parque Lezama’s Museo Histórico has undergone an overhaul for Argentina’s 2010 bicentennial, with new and surprisingly evenhanded material on Peronism (note Juan Perón’s Grundig tape recorder, which he used to communicate to his faithful), the state terror of the Dirty War, and the 1980s democratic restoration.

There are also thematic exhibits, such as early daguerreotypes of famous but also anonymous figures from early-19th-century Argentina, that border on a social history that’s often overlooked in museums of this sort. More conventionally, there’s a re-creation of liberator José de San Martín’s French bedroom-inexile, portrait galleries of figures such as San Martín and independence intellectual Mariano Moreno, and massive oils that romanticize the brutal Patagonian campaigns of General Julio Argentino Roca.

The building itself is a well-kept landmark whose subterranean gallery hosts special exhibits and occasional concerts. The Museo Histórico (Defensa 1600, tel. 011/4307-1182, informes@mhn.gov.ar, free) is open 11 A.M.–6 P.M. Wednesday–Sunday.






LA BOCA

On the west bank of the twisting Riachuelo, the working-class barrio of La Boca owes its origins to mid-19th-century French Basque and Genovese immigrants who worked in packing plants and warehouses during the export-beef boom. Perhaps more than any other city neighborhood, it remains a community, symbolized by fervent—or rather, fanatical—identification with the Boca Juniors soccer team.

Socially and politically, La Boca has a reputation for disorder and anarchy, but it’s also an artists’ colony, a legacy of the late Benito Quinquela Martín, whose oils sympathetically portrayed its hardworking inhabitants. It is literally BA’s most colorful neighborhood, thanks to brightly painted houses with corrugated zinc siding that line the pedestrian Caminito and other streets. Initially at least, these bright colors came from marine paints salvaged from ships in the harbor.

The starting point for most visits remains the cobbled, curving Caminito, once the terminus of a rail line, where artists display watercolors on weekends and sometimes on weekdays. On either side of the Caminito, along Avenida Pedro de Mendoza, several landmarks lend character to the neighborhood. Immediately east, for instance, high-relief sculptures stand out above the display window of the ship chandler A. R. Constantino. Farther on, the former restaurant La Barca retains a batch of Vicente Walter’s well-preserved bas-reliefs on nautical themes.


LA BOCA
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La Boca’s gateway, though, is Avenida Almirante Brown, at Parque Lezama’s southeast corner, where the Catalinas del Sur theater group has erected the Mural Escenográfico Parque Lezama, a three-dimensional mural depicting community life through colorful caricatures. Some consider the barrio dangerous and recommend guided tours, but anyone with basic street smarts should be able to visit without incident, at least in daytime.


Museo de Bellas Artes de la Boca

Boca’s artist-in-residence, Benito Quinquela Martín (1890–1977), was an orphan who became a son of his barrio, living and painting in the building that’s now an homage to his life and work promoting the community. His well-lighted studio displays his oils of working-class life (Quinquela himself labored as a stevedore before devoting himself to painting). There is also a collection of brightly painted bowsprits reflecting the barrio’s maritime orientation, and a selection of works by notable Argentine painters, including Antonio Berni, Raquel Forner, Eduardo Sívori, and Lino Spilimbergo.

The Museo de Bellas Artes de la Boca Benito Quinquela Martín (Pedro de Mendoza 1835, tel. 011/4301-1080, US$0.80) is open 11 A.M.–5:30 P.M. Tuesday–Sunday.




Museo de la Pasión Boquense

For residents, the barrio’s key landmark is the home of the Boca Juniors, Estadio Doctor Camilo Cichero, better known by its nickname La Bombonera (Brandsen and Del Valle Iberlucea); murals of barrio life cover the walls along the Brandsen side of the stadium. In La Bombonera’s catacombs, its museum is a thunderous homage to the passion for soccer and its role in the community.

Professionally organized, its 1,800 square meters include photographs of almost every player who ever took the pitch; it also includes roster cards, trophies, and even a photograph of Eva Perón in a blue-and-gold Boca jersey. Boca’s ultimate icon and idol, though, remains retired striker Diego Maradona, who, despite drug problems and other erratic behavior, evokes a near-messianic loyalty. He now coaches the national team.

Interactive video timelines integrate local, national, and international events—even the Dirty War that the military dictatorship waged as Argentina hosted the 1978 World Cup—with those in the sporting world. Except for its depiction of the barrio, though, it tests the patience of non–soccer fans.

The Museo de la Pasión Boquense (Brandsen 805, tel. 011/4362-1100, www.museoboquense.com, 10 A.M.–6 P.M. daily) charges US$5 pp, or US$8 pp with a guided stadium tour.




Fundación Proa

Immediately south of the Caminito, the cavernous Fundación Proa (Avenida Pedro de Mendoza 1929, tel. 011/4104-1000, www.proa.org, 11 A.M.–7 P.M. Tues.–Sun.) is a literally state-of-the-art display space that showcases abstract and figurative works by Argentine and international painters and sculptors. In addition, it includes an auditorium that hosts a regular schedule of lectures, live music and dance, film, and other cultural events.

Admission costs US$2.50 for adults, US$0.80 for children and seniors, but children under age 12 accompanied by an adult do not pay; free guided tours take place Tuesday–Friday at 3 and 5 P.M., with an additional noon tour on weekends. English-language tours cost US$8 extra pp, for up to ten people.






BALVANERA (ONCE AND THE ABASTO)

Rarely mentioned by its official name, Balvanera subsumes several smaller neighborhoods with scattered sights: The bustling area commonly known as Congreso overlaps Monserrat and San Nicolás, while the Once and Abasto neighborhoods have their own distinctive identities.

Once, the garment district, is also the capital’s most conspicuously Jewish enclave, where men and boys in yarmulkes, Orthodox Jews with their suits and beards, and even Hassidic Jews with their side curls are common sights. There are several Jewish schools, noteworthy for the heavy concrete security posts outside them—Once suffered the unsolved terrorist bombing of the Asociación Mutualista Israelita Argentina (AMIA) (Pasteur 633), which killed 87 people in 1994.

West of Once, Abasto was the home of tango legend Carlos Gardel, whose restored residence is now the Museo Casa Carlos Gardel (Jean Jaurés 735, tel. 011/4964-2071, www.museocasacarlosgardel.buenosaires.gov.ar, 11 A.M.–6 P.M. Mon. and Wed.–Fri., 10 A.M.–7 P.M. weekends and holidays, US$1, free Wed.), a tango museum dedicated to the barrio’s favorite son.

In Gardel’s time the magnificent Mercado del Abasto (1893), bounded by Avenida Corrientes, Anchorena, Agüero, and Lavalle, was a wholesale produce market that fell into disrepair before its rescue as a modern shopping center by international financier George Soros in the late 1990s. Its food court features a kosher McDonalds.


Palacio del Congreso Nacional

Balvanera’s largest landmark, the neoclassical Congreso Nacional, was one of the last major public works projects undertaken before Francophile architecture became the norm. The Italianate building faces the Plaza de los dos Congresos and, in the distance, the Casa Rosada.
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Palacio del Congreso Nacional




Argentines view their legislators with skeptical and even cynical eyes, and the Congreso has always given them reason. Progressive mayor Torcuato de Alvear chose the site in 1888; the Italian Vittorio Meano won a controversial design competition, but he overshot the budget and, following a congressional inquiry, died mysteriously by a gunshot from his maid in 1904.

Functional by 1906, the building didn’t receive its final touches until 1946. Its 80-meter bronze cupola still bears marks from the 1930 military coup against Hipólito Yrigoyen. Presidents who have died in office, such as Perón, have lain in state here (so did Evita, in 1952).

Phone at least an hour ahead for free guided tours of the upper-house Senado (Hipólito Yrigoyen 1849, tel. 011/4010-3000, ext. 3855, www.senado.gov.ar), which take place weekdays at 11 A.M. in Spanish, English, and French; for English speakers, there is another tour at 4 P.M., and for Spanish speakers, additional tours at 5 and 6 P.M.

In Spanish only, free guided tours of the lower-house Cámara de Diputados (Avenida Rivadavia 1864, tel. 011/4370-7532, www.diputados.gov.ar) take place weekdays except Wednesday at 10 A.M., noon, and 4 and 6 P.M.




Palacio de las Aguas Corrientes

Perhaps the capital’s most photogenic building, the former waterworks (1894) glistens with 170,000 rust-colored tiles and 130,000 enameled bricks imported from Britain, crowned by a Parisian mansard. Filling an entire city block, the extravagant exterior masks a utilitarian interior of 12 metallic tanks that held more than 60 million liters of potable water.

Swedish architect Karl Nystromer conceived the building, popularly known as Obras Sanitarias, whose tanks became superfluous as engineers developed subterranean tunnels for moving water through the city. At present, the building houses offices and the small but interesting Museo del Patrimonio Aguas Argentinas (tel. 011/6319-1104), a museum open 9 A.M.–1 P.M. weekdays only, with free guided tours at 11 A.M. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. The tanks now hold archives of city maps and plans that were created in conjunction with the waterworks.

The official street address is Riobamba 750, but the museum entrance is on the Rivadavia side; follow the arrows to the elevator, which takes you to the 1st floor.






RETIRO

Commonly describing the area surrounding Plaza San Martín but taking in everything north of Avenida Córdoba and parts of Barrio Norte, Retiro was home to an isolated 17th-century monastery and then a slave market, bullring, and cavalry barracks. After independence, it became a zone of quintas (country houses); by 1862, General San Martín’s equestrian statue marked its definitive urbanization, and on the centenary of his birth in 1878, mayor Torcuato de Alvear turned the plaza into a public park. From the late 19th century, the surrounding streets became the city’s elite residential area.

The most extravagant residence, dating from 1909, was the Palacio Paz (Avenida Santa Fe 750, tel. 011/4311-1071, ext. 147, www.palaciopaz.com.ar), a 12,000-square-meter Francophile mansion built for La Prensa newspaper founder José C. Paz. It now houses the Círculo Militar (www.circulomilitar.org) and is open for guided tours (US$5 pp) in Spanish at 11 A.M. and 3 P.M. Tuesday–Friday and 11 A.M. Saturday; English-speaking tours (US$9 pp) take place at 3:30 P.M. Wednesday–Thursday. Another part of the building serves as the army’s Museo de Armas (Weapons Museum, Avenida Santa Fe 702, tel. 011/4311-1071, ext. 179, 3–7 P.M. weekdays only, US$0.80).

On the plaza’s north side, dating from 1905, the art nouveau Palacio San Martín (Arenales 761, tel. 011/4819-8092, free) was originally a three-house complex built for the Anchorena family. When not needed for protocol and ceremonial purposes, it’s open for guided tours at 2:30 P.M. Tuesday–Wednesday.
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Retiro’s Palacio Paz was the largest private residence ever built in Argentina.





RETIRO
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At the plaza’s southeast edge, dating from 1935, the 33-story Edificio Kavanagh (Florida 1035) was BA’s first skyscraper—and its first air-conditioned building. At the northeast corner, the Monumento a los Caídos de Malvinas is a marble monument with names of those who died in the 1982 Falkland Islands War with Britain. Across Avenida del Libertador, the Plaza Fuerza Aérea Argentina, once known as Plaza Britania, was renamed after the war, when Argentina’s air force was the only branch of the military that performed credibly; its centerpiece, though, is still architect Ambrose Poynter’s Torre de los Ingleses (1916), a Big Ben clone donated by the Anglo-Argentine community.

South of Plaza San Martín, literary great Jorge Luis Borges resided in an apartment at Maipú 994, immediately south of the weapons museum. The beaux arts Centro Naval (Naval Center, Florida 801, www.centronaval.org.ar) dates from 1914.

Across Avenida 9 de Julio, facing Plaza Lavalle, the Plateresque Teatro Nacional Cervantes (1921) is one of the capital’s key theater venues. At the barrio’s southwestern edge, a block north of the Cervantes, the Museo de la Shoá (Montevideo 919, tel. 011/4811-3537, www.fmh.org.ar, 11 A.M.–7 P.M. Mon.–Thurs., 11 A.M.–4:30 P.M. Fri., US$1.30) is a small but professional Holocaust museum with an Argentine focus.


Museo Municipal de Arte Hispanoamericano Isaac Fernández Blanco

Housing the collections of its namesake founder, the municipal art museum contains an impressive array of Spanish- and Portuguese-American religious painting and statuary, as well as exquisite silverwork and furniture. It occupies the Palacio Noel, an equally impressive neocolonial residence built for city mayor Carlos Noel by his brother Martín in 1921. With its nods to Andalucía, Arequipa (Perú), and especially Lima for its balconies, the house was an antidote to the period’s fashionable Francophile architecture.

The Museo Municipal de Arte Hispanoamericano (Suipacha 1422, tel. 011/4327-0272 or 011/4327-0228, US$0.25, free Thurs.) is open 2–7 P.M. Tuesday–Friday and weekends 11 A.M.–7 P.M. Guided tours take place at 3 and 5 P.M. Saturday–Sunday, but the museum may be closed in January and/ or February.






RECOLETA AND BARRIO NORTE

Recoleta, where the line between vigorous excess and opulent eternity is thin, is one of Buenos Aires’s most touristed barrios. In everyday usage, it’s the area in and around its namesake cemetery, but the sprawling barrio is bounded by Montevideo, Avenida Córdoba, Avenida Coronel Díaz, Avenida General Las Heras, and the Belgrano railway. Recoleta also encompasses much of Barrio Norte, a residential area of vague boundaries that extends westward from Retiro and north into Palermo.

Once a bucolic outlier of the capital, Recoleta urbanized rapidly when upper-class porteños fled low-lying San Telmo after the 1870s yellow fever outbreaks. Flanking the cemetery are the Jesuit-built baroque Iglesia de Nuestra Señora de Pilar (1732) and one of the city’s top cultural centers, all surrounded by green spaces, including Plaza Intendente Alvear and Plaza Francia.

In a former skating rink, the Palais de Glais houses the Palacio Nacionales de las Artes (Posadas 1725, tel. 011/4804-1163, www.palaisdeglace.org, noon–8 P.M. weekdays, 10 A.M.–8 P.M. weekends, admission cost depends on the program), a museum with a steady calendar of artistic and historical exhibits, plus cultural and commercial events.

Four blocks north and a block west of the cemetery, architect Clorindo Testa’s Biblioteca Nacional (Agüero 2502, tel. 011/4806-4729, www.bibnal.edu.ar, 9 A.M.–9 P.M. weekdays, noon–7 P.M. weekends) is a concrete monolith on the grounds of the former presidential palace; the last head of state to actually live there was Juan Domingo Perón, along with his wife Evita (whose ghost, legend says, roams the hallways). The website has a regularly updated events calendar.

 


See EVITA ON TOUR

 



Writer Ricardo Rojas (1882–1957), who showed greater respect for South America’s indigenous civilizations than any other Argentine literary figure, lived at the Casa Museo Ricardo Rojas (Charcas 2837, tel. 011/4824-4039, 10 A.M.–6 P.M. weekdays), and his house’s architecture communicates that respect. Admission includes guided tours conducted by motivated, congenial personnel.


Centro Cultural Ciudad de Buenos Aires

In the 1980s, architects Clorindo Testa, Jacques Bedel, and Luis Benedit turned the 18th-century Franciscan convent alongside the Iglesia Nuestra Señora del Pilar into a cultural center with multiple exhibition halls and an auditorium that’s one of the most important sites for late summer’s Festival Buenos Aires Tango. They added the Plaza del Pilar, a stylish arcade housing the upscale Buenos Aires Design shopping mall and a gaggle of sidewalk restaurants and cafés.

Interestingly enough, immediately after independence, General Manuel Belgrano established an art school on the site. Thereafter, though, it served as a beggars prison until Torcuato de Alvear cleaned it up in the 1880s; Italian architect Juan Buschiazzo turned the chapel into an auditorium and transformed adjacent walls and terraces into an Italianate style. Until its 1980s remodel, it served as a retirement home.

The Centro Cultural Ciudad de Buenos Aires (Junín 1930, tel. 011/4803-1040, www.centroculturalrecoleta.org) is open 2–9 P.M. weekdays and 10 A.M.–9 P.M. weekends and holidays. Admission is free except for the Museo Participativo and for some film programs.




Museo Xul Solar

Despite his blindness, Jorge Luis Borges left vivid descriptions of paintings by Alejandro Schulz Solari, better known as Xul Solar. Obsessed with architecture and the occult, Xul Solar (1897–1963) produced vivid abstract oils and watercolors. This museum displays an assortment of his work, mostly smallish watercolors, in utilitarian surroundings with plasterboard walls and dim light that contrast with the painter’s intense colors. It also shows personal effects, such as postcards directed to famous writers such as Friedrich Nietzsche.


RECOLETA AND BARRIO NORTE


[image: e9781598806755_i0094.jpg]



[image: e9781598806755_i0095.jpg]


[image: e9781598806755_i0096.jpg]


[image: e9781598806755_i0097.jpg]


[image: e9781598806755_i0098.jpg]


[image: e9781598806755_i0099.jpg]


[image: e9781598806755_i0100.jpg]


The Museo Xul Solar (Laprida 1212, tel. 011/4821-5378, www.xulsolar.org.ar) is open noon–7:30 P.M. Tuesday–Friday and noon–7 P.M. Saturday; it’s closed in January. Admission is US$2.50. Guided tours take place at 4 P.M. Tuesday and Thursday, and 3:30 P.M. Saturday.
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For the living and dead alike, Recoleta is Buenos Aires’s prestige address. Its roster of cadavers represents wealth and power as surely as the residents of its Francophile mansions and luxury apartment towers hoard their assets in overseas bank accounts. Arguably, the cemetery is even more exclusive than the neighborhood—enough cash can buy an impressive residence, but not a surname such as Alvear, Anchorena, Mitre, Pueyrredón, or Sarmiento.

Seen from the air, the cemetery seems exactly what it is—an orderly necropolis of narrow alleyways lined by ornate mausoleums and crypts that mimic the architecture of BA’s belle epoque. Crisscrossed by diagonals but with little greenery, it’s a densely depopulated area that receives hordes of Argentine and foreign tourists.

Nearly everyone visits the crypt of Eva Perón, who overcame her humble origins with a relentless ambition that brought her to the pinnacle of political power with her husband, General and President Juan Perón, before her death from cancer in 1952. Even Juan Perón, who lived until 1974 but spent most of his post-Evita years in exile, failed to qualify for Recoleta; he now reposes at his former country house at San Vicente.

There were other ways into Recoleta, though. One improbable resident is boxer Luis Angel Firpo (1894–1960), the “wild bull of the Pampas,” who nearly defeated Jack Dempsey for the world heavyweight championship in 1923. Firpo, though, had pull—thanks to sponsor Félix Bunge, a powerful landowner whose family owns some of the cemetery’s most ornate constructions.

Endless economic crises have had an impact on one of the world’s grandest graveyards, as once-moneyed families can no longer afford the maintenance of their mausoleums, but municipal authorities are making a concerted effort to restore them.

The Cementerio de la Recoleta (Junín 1790, tel. 011/4803-1594, 7 A.M.–6 P.M. daily, free admission) is the site for many guided on-demand tours through travel agencies; the municipal tourist office sponsors occasional free weekend tours.

 


Return to HIGHLIGHTS




Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes

Argentina’s traditional fine arts museum mixes works by European artists such as El Greco, Goya, Klee, Picasso, Renoir, Rodin, Toulouse-Lautrec, and Van Gogh with their Argentine counterparts, including Antonio Berni, Cándido López, Raquel Forner, Benito Quinquela Martín, Prilidiano Pueyrredón, and Lino Spilimbergo.

In total it houses about 11,000 oils, watercolors, sketches, engravings, tapestries, and sculptures. Among the most intriguing are López’s detailed oils, which relate the history of the Paraguayan war (1864–1870)—even though the artist lost his right arm to a grenade.

Oddly enough, architect Julio Dormald designed the 1870s building as a pump house and filter plant for the city waterworks; renowned architect Alejandro Bustillo adapted it to its current purpose in the early 1930s.

The Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes (Avenida del Libertador 1473, tel. 011/4803-0802, www.mnba.org.ar, free) is open 12:30–8:30 P.M. Tuesday–Friday; weekend hours start at 9:30 A.M. Guided tours take place Tuesday–Friday at 4 and 6 P.M., and weekends at 5 and 6 P.M.






PALERMO

Buenos Aires’s largest barrio, Palermo enjoys the city’s widest open spaces—thanks to 19th-century dictator Juan Manuel de Rosas, whose private estate stretched from Recoleta to Belgrano, between present-day Avenida del Libertador and the Río de la Plata. After his defeat at the battle of Caseros in 1852, Rosas went into exile in Great Britain, and his properties became Parque Tres de Febrero.
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a corner fruit market in Palermo




Once part of the capital’s unsavory arrabales (margins), its street corners populated by stylish but capricious malevos (bullies) immortalized in Borges’s short stories, Palermo hasn’t entirely superseded that reputation—some poorly lighted streets still make visitors uneasy. Yet it also has exclusive neighborhoods such as Barrio Parque, the embassy row also known as Palermo Chico, immediately north of Recoleta.

Across Avenida del Libertador, the Botánico is an upper-middle-class neighborhood that takes its name from the Jardín Botánico Carlos Thays (Avenida Santa Fe 3951, tel. 011/4831-4527, 8 A.M.–6 P.M. daily, free), an otherwise appealing botanical garden infested with feral cats. Opposite nearby Plaza Italia, the Jardín Zoológico (Avenida Las Heras s/n, tel. 011/4806-7412, www.zoobuenosaires.com.ar, 10 A.M.–6 P.M. Tues.–Sun.) is an ideal outing for visitors with children (free up to age 12). General admission costs US$3 per adult.

The real center of action, though, is across Avenida Santa Fe at Palermo Viejo, where Plaza Serrano (also known as Plaza Cortázar) is a major locus of local nightlife. Palermo Viejo subdivides into Palermo Soho, a trendy term to describe the area south of Avenida Juan B. Justo, and the more northerly Palermo Hollywood, where many television and radio producers have located their facilities. Shaded by sycamores, many Palermo Viejo streets still contain casas chorizo (sausage houses) on deep, narrow lots. One of the most interesting private residences is the Casa Jorge García (Gorriti 5142), whose garage facade features Martiniano Arce’s filete caricatures of the García family.

Palermo’s most conspicuous new landmark is the controversial Centro Cultural Islámico Rey Fahd (Avenida Bullrich 55, tel. 011/4899-1144, www.ccislamicoreyfahd.org.ar), built with Saudi money on land acquired from the Menem administration. It’s open for guided tours only Tuesday and Thursday noon–1 P.M. To the north, overlapping Belgrano, Las Cañitas is a gastronomic and nightlife zone challenging Palermo Viejo among porteño partygoers.


Parque Tres de Febrero

Argentine elites got their revenge on dictator José Manuel de Rosas with Parque Tres de Febrero. Not only does the equestrian Monumento a Urquiza (Avenida Sarmiento and Avenida Figueroa Alcorta) commemorate Rosas’s military nemesis, but President Domingo F. Sarmiento’s name graces one of the main avenues. Sarmiento, Rosas’s implacable foe, oversaw the transformation during his presidency (1868–1874); a Rodin statue of Sarmiento now stands at the site of the dictator’s bedroom (the Roman-style villa was dynamited).

In the early 20th century, noting Sunday’s spectacle of horse-drawn carriages and motorcars, British diplomat James Bryce remarked that “Nowhere in the world does one get a stronger impression of exuberant wealth and extravagance.” Today, though, it’s a more democratic destination, where the automobiles move slowly and picnickers, walkers, joggers, in-line skaters, and cyclists can enjoy its verdant serenity.

The park’s sights include the Jardín Japonés (Japanese Gardens); the Rosedal (Rose Garden, Avenida Iraola and Avenida Presidente Pedro Montt); the Museo de Artes Plásticas Eduardo Sívori (Avenida Infanta Isabel 555, tel. 011/4772-5628, www.museosivori.org.ar, noon–8 P.M. Tues.–Fri., 10 A.M.–8 P.M. weekends, US$0.30), a fine painting and sculpture museum; the Hipódromo Argentino (racetrack, Avenida del Libertador and Avenida Dorrego); and the Campo Argentino de Polo (polo grounds), directly across Avenida del Libertador.




Jardín Japonés

An oasis of calm in the city’s rush, Buenos Aires’s Japanese garden opened in 1967, when Crown Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko visited Argentina. Administratively part of the Jardín Botánico, the Jardín Japonés enjoys better maintenance, and because there’s chicken wire between the exterior hedges and the interior fence, it’s full of chirping birds rather than feral cats.


PALERMO
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Like Japanese gardens elsewhere, it mimics nature in its large koi pond, waterfall, and “isle of the gods,” and also Japanese culture in features like its pier, lighthouse, and “bridge of fortune.” In addition, the garden contains a Monumento al Sudor del Inmigrante Japonés (Monument to the Effort of the Japanese Immigrant). Argentina has a small but well-established Japanese community in the capital and the suburb of Escobar.

The Jardín Japonés (Avenida Casares and Avenida Adolfo Berro, tel. 011/4801-4922, www.jardinjapones.com.ar, 10 A.M.–6 P.M. daily) charges US$1.50 for adults, US$0.25 for children (above age six) on weekdays; weekend and holiday rates are US$2 for adults, US$0.75 for children. There are guided weekend tours at 3 P.M.




Museo de Arte Popular José Hernández

It’s tempting to call this the “museum of irony”: Argentina’s most self-consciously gaucho-oriented institution sits in one of the country’s most urbane and affluent neighborhoods, also home to many foreign embassies. Named for the author of the gauchesco epic poem Martín Fierro, it specializes in rural Argentiniana.

Even more ironically, land-owning oligarch Félix Bunge built the derivative French-Italianate residence with marble staircases and other extravagant features. Originally named for the Carlos Daws family, who donated its contents, it became the Museo de Motivos Populares Argentinos (Museum of Argentine Popular Motifs) José Hernández until the 1976–1983 dictatorship deleted the potentially inflammatory populares (which in context means “people’s”) from the official name. Thus, perhaps, it could depict gentry like the Martínez de Hoz family as part of a bucolic open-range lifestyle.

That said, the museum has many worthwhile items, ranging from magnificent silverwork and vicuña textiles created by contemporary Argentine artisans to pre-Columbian pottery, indigenous crafts, and even a typical pulpería (rural store). Translations of Hernández’s famous poem, some in Asian and Eastern European languages, occupy a prominent site.

The Museo de Arte Popular José Hernández (Avenida del Libertador 2373, tel. 011/4803-2384, www.museohernandez.org.ar, 1–7 P.M. Wed.–Fri., 10 A.M.–8 P.M. weekends and holidays) charges US$0.30 admission except Sunday, when it’s free. It’s normally closed in February.




Museo Nacional de Arte Decorativo

Matías Errázuriz Ortúzar and his widow Josefina de Alvear de Errázuriz lived less than 20 years in the ornate beaux arts building (1918) that now houses the national decorative art museum. Its inventory consists of 4,000 items from the family’s own collections, ranging from Roman sculptures to contemporary silverwork, but mostly Asian and European pieces from the 17th to 19th centuries. Many items are anonymous; the best-known are by Europeans like Manet and Rodin.

The Museo Nacional de Arte Decorativo (Avenida del Libertador 1902, tel. 011/4802-6606, www.mnad.org.ar, 2–7 P.M. Tues.–Sun., US$1.25, free Tues.) offers guided English-language tours Tuesday–Saturday at 2:30 P.M. The museum is closed the last week of December and first week of January.
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Buenos Aires’s most deluxe museum, the Museo de Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires is a striking steel-and-glass structure dedicated to Latin American art rather than the Eurocentric contents of many—if not most—Argentine collections. Designed by Córdoba architects Gastón Atelman, Martín Fourcade, and Alfredo Tapia, it devotes one entire floor to the private collection of Argentine businessman Eduardo F. Constantini, the motivating force behind the museum’s creation; the 2nd floor offers special exhibitions.

The most prominent artists on display are the Mexicans Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, but there are also works by Antonio Berni, the Chilean Robert Matta, the Uruguayan Pedro Figari, and others. It also has a cinema and hosts other cultural events.

The Museo de Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires (Avenida Figueroa Alcorta 3415, tel. 011/4808-6500, www.malba.org.ar, US$4, US$1.25 Wed.) is open noon–9 P.M. Wednesday, noon–8 P.M. Thursday–Monday and holidays.






[image: e9781598806755_i0111.jpg] Museo Eva Perón

At her most combative, to the shock and disgust of neighbors, Eva Perón chose the affluent Botánico for the Hogar de Tránsito No. 2, a shelter for single mothers from the provinces. Even more galling, her Fundación de Ayuda Social María Eva Duarte de Perón took over an imposing three-story mansion to house the transients.

Since Evita’s 1952 death, middle-class apartment blocks have mostly replaced the elegant single-family houses and distinctive apartment buildings that then housed the porteño elite (many of them moved to northern suburbs). Half a century later, on the July 26th anniversary of her death—supporting Tomás Eloy Martínez’s observation that Argentines are “cadaver cultists”—her great-niece María Carolina Rodríguez officially opened this professionally organized museum to “spread the life, work, and ideology of María Eva Duarte de Perón.”

What it lacks is a critical perspective to help, again in Rodríguez’s words, “understand who this woman was in the 1940s and 1950s, who made such a difference in the lives of Argentines”—a goal possibly inconsistent with her other stated aims. Rather than a balanced assessment, this is a chronological homage that sidesteps the issue of personality cults of both Evita and her charismatic husband.

The Museo Eva Perón (Lafinur 2988, tel. 011/4807-9433, www.museoevita.org, 11 A.M.–7 P.M. Tues.–Sun., US$3) has a museum store with a selection of Evita souvenirs and a fine café-restaurant as well. Guided English-language tours, bookable in advance, cost US$5.
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BELGRANO

North of Palermo, linked to central Buenos Aires by Subte, bus, and train, Belgrano remains a barrio apart. In fact, it was once a separate city and then, briefly in the 1880s, the country’s capital; both the executive and legislative branches met at what is now the Museo Histórico Sarmiento (Cuba 2079, tel. 011/4781-2989, www.museosarmiento.gov.ar, 1–5:30 P.M. Sun.–Fri.), honoring President Domingo F. Sarmiento. Sarmiento never lived here, but the exhibits contain many personal possessions and a model of his provincial San Juan birthplace; it also chronicles the near–civil war of the 1880s that resulted in Buenos Aires’s federalization. Admission costs US$0.60 but is free Thursdays. Guided tours take place Sunday at 4 P.M.

Immediately west, Plaza General Manuel Belgrano hosts a fine crafts market open on weekends and holidays; nearby, the landmark Iglesia de la Inmaculada Concepción (1865), colloquially known as La Redonda for its circular floor plan, figures prominently in Ernesto Sábato’s psychological novel On Heroes and Tombs.

North of the plaza, set among impressive Andalusian gardens, the Museo de Arte Español Enrique Larreta (Juramento 2291, tel. 011/4783-2640, www.museolarreta.buenosaires.gov.ar, 2–8 P.M. weekdays, 2–10 P.M. weekends, US$0.30, free Thurs.) reflects the Hispanophile novelist who built it. Like many other museums, it closes in January.

A few blocks northwest, the Museo Casa de Yrurtia (O’Higgins 2390, tel. 011/4781-0385, www.casadeyrurtia.gov.ar, US$0.30) was the residence of sculptor Rogelio Yrurtia (1879–1950), creator of San Telmo’s Canto al Trabajo and other works that challenged the traditional pomposity of Argentine public art. Hours are 3–7 P.M. Tuesday–Friday and Sunday. Guided tours, at no additional expense, take place Tuesday–Friday at 3 P.M. and Sunday at 4 P.M.


BELGRANO
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The famous landscape architect Charles Thays turned Barrancas de Belgrano, three blocks east of Plaza Belgrano, into a shady public park. Just across from the park, the Museo Libero Badii (11 de Septiembre 1990, tel. 011/4783-3819, 10 A.M.–4 P.M. weekdays, closed in Jan., free) exhibits the work of one of the country’s most innovative sculptors (ring the bell for entry). Across the tracks from the Barrancas, along Arribeños north of Juramento, Belgrano’s Barrio Chino (Chinatown) has grown rapidly since the 1990s, with an impressive new gate donated by the Chinese embassy. Belgrano residents who need feng shui consultants can find them here.




OUTER BARRIOS

Beyond its most touristed barrios, Buenos Aires has a variety of sights that range from the relatively mundane to the morbid. Some are less easily accessible by Subte but have regular colectivo (city bus) service.
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Once on the city’s outskirts, the barrio of Caballito gets few tourists, but its largest open space, heavily used Parque Centenario, is a good area for visitors to see an unadorned but improving neighborhood that’s popular with urban homesteaders. The park’s natural history museum, housing one of the country’s largest and best-maintained collections of its type, veers between the traditional stuff-in-glass-cases approach and more sophisticated exhibits that provide ecological, historical, and cultural context. Dating from 1937, its quarters are only a third the size of the original grandiose project but include decorative details such as bas-relief spiderwebs around the main entrance and sculpted owls flanking the upper windows.

The main floor contains geological and paleontological exhibits, including a reconstruction of the massive Patagonian specimens Giganotosaurus carolini (the world’s largest carnivorous dinosaur) and the herbivore Argentinosaurus huinculensis (whose neck alone measures about 12 meters). The 2nd floor stresses mostly South American mammals (including marine mammals), comparative anatomy, amphibians and reptiles, birds, arthropods, and botany.

The Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales Bernardino Rivadavia (Angel Gallardo 490, tel./fax 011/4982-0306, www.macn.secyt.gov.ar, 2–7 P.M. daily, US$0.80 for visitors age 7 and older) is about equidistant from the Malabia and Angel Gallardo stations on Subte Línea B.

 


Return to HIGHLIGHTS




Cementerio de la Chacarita and Vicinity

Buenos Aires’s second cemetery may be more affordable than Recoleta, but eternity at the Cementerio de la Chacarita can still mean notoriety. Its residents include high-profile Argentines in fields ranging from entertainment to religion and politics—and the lines between these categories are not always obvious.

The most beloved is tango singer Carlos Gardel, who died in a plane crash in Colombia in 1935. Hundreds of admirers from around the globe have left plaques on the tomb, many thanking him for miracles, and every June 26 they jam the cemetery’s city-like streets to pay homage. As often as not, the right hand of his bronze statue holds a lighted cigarette, and a red carnation adorns his lapel.

In terms of devotion, only Spanish-born faith-healer-to-the-aristocracy Madre María Salomé comes close to Gardel; on the 2nd of most months—she died October 2, 1928—white carnations cover her tomb. Other famous figures include aviator Jorge Newbery, for whom the city airport is named, killed in a plane crash in 1914; tango musicians Aníbal “Pichuco” Troilo and Osvaldo Pugliese; poet Alfonsina Storni; La Boca painter Benito Quinquela Martín; and theater and film comedian Luis Sandrini.

Certainly the most famous, though, was Juan Domingo Perón, who was recently moved to a new mausoleum at his San Vicente country house. In June 1987, stealthy vandals entered the family’s Chacarita crypt, amputating and stealing the caudillo’s hands in a crime since linked to Italian financier Lucio Gelli. Anti-Peronists speculated, despite lack of evidence, that the thieves sought Perón’s fingerprints for access to supposed Swiss bank accounts.

Only a short walk from the Subte Línea B’s Estación Federico Lacroze, the Cementerio de la Chacarita (Guzmán 680, tel. 011/4553-9338, www.cementeriochacarita.com.ar, 7 A.M.–6 P.M. daily) covers 95 blocks with a total of 12,000 burial vaults, 100,000 gravesites, and 350,000 niches. The website is unofficial but useful.

In addition to Chacarita, there are two contiguous but formally separate cemeteries: the Cementerio Alemán (German Cemetery, Avenida Elcano 4530, www.cementerioaleman.org.ar, tel. 011/4553-3206) and the Cementerio Británico (British Cemetery, Avenida Elcano 4568, tel. 011/4554-0092, www.cementeriobritanico.org.ar). Both are open 7 A.M.–6 P.M. daily.

The Británico is more diverse, with tombs showing Armenian, Greek, Irish, Jewish, and many other immigrant nationalities. The Anglo-Argentine Lucas Bridges, son of Anglican missionaries in Tierra del Fuego and author of the memoir The Uttermost Part of the Earth, was buried here after dying at sea en route from Ushuaia to Buenos Aires. The Alemán features a large but politically neutral monument to Germany’s World War II dead—no German or German-Argentine wants to be publicly associated with the Third Reich.








Entertainment

Buenos Aires is a 24-hour city with as much to offer as New York or London. Argentines in general and porteños in particular are night people—discos and dance clubs, for instance, may not even open until 1 A.M. or so, and they stay open until dawn. Not everything takes place at those hours, though, and since a deadly fire in late 2004 there are more municipal restrictions on live music venues and hours.

Every Buenos Aires daily has thorough event listings, especially in end-of-the-week supplements. For tickets to events at many major venues, contact Ticketek (tel. 011/4237-7200, www.ticketek.com.ar). The company adds a US$1 service charge to most tickets. It has outlets in the Microcentro (Viamonte 560, Locales 6 and 8), in Barrio Norte at Lee-Chi (Rodríguez Peña 1034), in San Telmo at La Trastienda (Balcarce 460), and in Recoleta at the Centro Cultural Recoleta (Junín 1930).

For discount tickets to tango shows, cinemas, and live theater, try carteleras such as Cartelera Espectáculos (Lavalle 742, Local 2, tel. 011/4322-1559); Cartelera Baires (Avenida Corrientes 1382, Local 24, tel. 011/4372-5058, www.cartelerabaires.com); and Cartelera Vea Más (Avenida Corrientes 1660, Local 2, tel. 011/6320-5319).


CAFÉS

No single place embodies tradition better than Monserrat’s historic Café Tortoni (Avenida de Mayo 825, tel. 011/4342-4328, www.cafetortoni.com.ar). Most tourists come for coffee and croissants, but there’s live tango and the bar serves good, reasonably priced mixed drinks accompanied by a sizable tabla of sliced salami and longaniza, pâté, Vienna sausages, cheese, and olives that easily feeds two people.

Though it has undergone a partial rehab, the worn-about-the-edges Confitería Ideal (Suipacha 384, tel. 011/5265-8069, www.confiteriaideal.com) remains one of the most traditional settings for coffee and croissants. Despite worn upholstery and cracked floors, the Ideal served as a set for Madonna’s Evita debacle, and it hosts downstairs tango shows (for spectators) and upstairs milongas (for aspiring dancers) Wednesday and Thursday around 3 P.M. By contrast, the elegant Confitería Richmond (Florida 468, tel. 011/4322-1341), one of Borges’s favorites, looks nearly as good as the day it opened.

Recoleta’s La Biela (Avenida Quintana 596/600, tel. 011/4804-0449, www.labiela.com) is a classic breakfast spot, but it remains a pricey place to eat. In good weather try the patio, beneath the palm and palo borracho trees, and the giant gomero or ombú, which needs wooden beams to prop up its sprawling branches. It’s slightly more expensive to eat outside, where the service can be inconsistent.




BARS AND CLUBS

The distinction between cafés and bars is more a continuum than a dichotomy. Some of the more stylish (or pretentious) bars call themselves pubs, pronounced as in English, though many call themselves Irish.

Relocated to Monserrat after the demolition of its classic Microcentro locale, Bar Seddon (Defensa 695, tel. 011/4342-3700) has made a successful transition to the capital’s oldest neighborhood. Behind its street-side restaurant, La Trastienda (Balcarce 460, tel. 011/4342-7650, www.latrastienda.com) has recycled a Monserrat warehouse into an attractive theater that hosts both live music and drama.

Downtown Matías (Reconquista 701, tel. 011/4311-0327, www.matiaspub.com.ar) is the Microcentro branch of BA’s oldest Irish-style pub; there’s live music in various styles, including Celtic, and a 7–11 P.M. happy hour.

San Telmo’s Mitos Argentinos (Humberto Primo 489, tel. 011/4362-7810, www.mitosargentinos.com.ar) has retooled as a rock nacional pub that hosts live music Friday and Saturday nights. Bar Plaza Dorrego (Defensa 1098, tel. 011/4361-0141) makes an ideal break from Sunday flea-marketeering or for a beer on its namesake plaza any other day.

In new quarters, the artsy Foro Gandhi (Avenida Corrientes 1743, tel. 011/4374-7501, www.casonadelarte.com.ar) is a hybrid bookstore-coffeehouse–cultural center whose offerings include films, poetry readings, tango shows, and theater.

BA’s ultimate sports bar is the Abasto’s Café Bar Banderín (Guardia Vieja 3601, tel. 011/4862-7757, www.elbanderin.com.ar). Decorated with soccer pennants dating decades back, it recalls the era when porteños argued about rather than gawked at fútbol. There’s TV now, but the mid-1950s setting survives.

Retiro’s Bárbaro (Tres Sargentos 415, tel. 011/4311-6856, www.barbarobar.com.ar) takes its punning name from a lunfardo (street slang) term roughly translatable as “cool.” And it is, but unpretentiously so.

Bordering Barrio Norte, Milión (Paraná 1048, tel. 011/4815-9925, www.milion.com.ar) is a tapas bar occupying three stories of a magnificent 1913 mansion; minimally altered for its current use, it offers garden, patio, and interior seating. There’s a 6–9 P.M. happy hour, for beer only, on weekdays; it keeps late hours Monday–Saturday, but closes at 1 A.M. Sunday.

The nearby Gran Bar Danzón (Libertad 1161, tel. 011/4811-1108, www.granbardanzon.com.ar) is a sophisticated wine bar that doubles as a restaurant, with a sushi special at happy hour (7–9 P.M.), though the sushi chef takes Mondays off. Drinkers can lounge on the comfy chairs and sofas or at the long bar; the dining area is separate. The music could be better and the volume lower, but the staff is cordial and the wine selection impressive.

Recoleta’s Buller Brewing Company (Presidente Ramón Ortiz 1827, tel. 011/4808-9061) is a brewpub that produces seven different types of beer served with tapas, seafood, and pizza. The nearby Hard Rock Café (Avenida Pueyrredón 2501, 011/4807-7625, noon–3 A.M. daily) is the barrio branch of the worldwide hamburger and rock-and-roll memorabilia chain.

Palermo Hollywood’s cavernous Niceto Club (Niceto Vega 5510, tel. 011/4779-6396, www.nicetoclub.com) has become one of the area’s top live music venues over the last several years; it’s open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. The musical offerings cover many styles, including electronica.

In Las Cañitas, Van Koning (Báez 325, tel. 011/4772-9909) is an Amsterdam-style pub that capitalizes on the Argentine fixation with all things Dutch since the country acquired its own royalty with the marriage of Máxima Zorreguieta to Crown Prince William in 2002. Dutch expats gather here the first Wednesday of every month.

Restored to its old Palermo location, beneath the railroad tracks in Parque Tres de Febrero, The Roxy (Avenida Casares and Avenida Sarmiento, www.theroxybsas.com.ar) traditionally draws performers of the stature of Charly García. It also operates Palermo Hollywood’s Roxy Live Bar (Niceto Vega 5542), down the block from Niceto Club.




JAZZ

Clásica y Moderna (Avenida Callao 892, tel. 011/4812-8707) is a hybrid bookstore-café–live jazz venue that has occupied the same Barrio Norte location since 1938. Performers here have included Susana Rinaldi, Mercedes Sosa, and Liza Minnelli. Regulars get better service than strangers; it’s open 8 A.M.–2 A.M. Sunday–Thursday, 8 A.M.–4 A.M. Friday–Saturday.




TANGO AND MILONGA

Many but not all tango venues are in the southerly barrios of Monserrat and San Telmo. Professional shows range from straightforward, low-priced programs to extravagant productions at high (often excessive) cost. Milongas are participatory bargains for those who want to learn.

One of the best values is Monserrat’s legendary Café Tortoni (Avenida de Mayo 825, tel. 011/4342-4328, www.cafetortoni.com.ar) Live song-and-dance shows at its Sala Alfonsina Storni, separated from the main part of the café, cost around US$10–18 pp plus drinks and food.

Dating from 1920, the elegant El Querandí (Perú 302, tel. 011/5199-1770, www.querandi.com.ar) is another classic; for US$80 pp, the nightly dinner (starting at 8:30 P.M.) and show (starting at 10:30 P.M.) occupies the upper end of the scale.

San Telmo’s Bar Sur (Estados Unidos 299, tel. 011/4362-6086, www.bar-sur.com.ar) is a relatively spontaneous and informal venue open late Monday–Saturday nights. The show costs US$48, the dinner another US$19 pp, including unlimited pizza, with drinks extra.

One of San Telmo’s classic venues, occupying a late-18th-century building, El Viejo Almacén (Balcarce and Avenida Independencia, tel. 011/4307-6689, www.viejo-almacen.com.ar) charges US$78 pp including dinner at its restaurant, directly across the street.

Literally in the shadow of the Mercado del Abasto, part of a project to sustain the legacy of the “Morocho del Abasto” in his old neighborhood, the Esquina Carlos Gardel (Carlos Gardel 3200, tel./fax 011/4867-6363, www.esquinacarlosgardel.com.ar) has nightly shows from US$65 (show only) to US$92 pp (with dinner); there are also more expensive VIP seats.

In the southern barrio of Nueva Pompeya, El Chino (Beazley 3566, tel. 011/4911-0215) has become a tourist hangout for its rugged authenticity. Inexpensive shows (around US$8) with live music start around 11 P.M. Friday and Saturday nights, with an à la carte dinner an hour earlier. The food is working-class Argentine.

For those who want to learn instead of watch, the best options are neighborhood milongas. Organized events charge US$2–3 with a live orchestra, less with recorded music. For classes, a good clearinghouse is Monserrat’s Academia Nacional del Tango (Avenida de Mayo 833, tel. 011/4345-6968, www.anacdeltango.org.ar). For the truly committed, it even offers a three-year tango degree.

San Telmo’s Centro Cultural Torquato Tasso (Defensa 1575, tel. 011/4307-6506, www.torquatotasso.com.ar) offers outstanding live tango music (but no dancing) Friday- and Saturday-night shows at 11 P.M. several nights every week, a free Sunday-night milonga at 10 P.M., and tango lessons every day.

Balvanera’s Italia Unita (Perón 2535, tel. 011/4953-8700, www.saboratango.com.ar) hosts tango floor shows, but after 10:30 P.M. Saturday night it hosts a milonga that often features live music. Constitución’s Niño Bien (Humberto Primo 1462, tel. 015/4147-8687) has an elegant Thursday-night milonga from 10:30 P.M. that gets crowded early, as it has one of the city’s best dance floors.

Palermo’s Salón Canning (Scalabrini Ortiz 1331, tel. 011/4832-6753) hosts the Parakultural (www.parakultural.com.ar), a more avant-garde milonga that incorporates electronica, on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 11 P.M. On Wednesday and Friday from 8 P.M., Villa Nearby Crespo’s Tangocool (Avenida Córdoba 5064, tel. 011/4383-7469, www.tangocool.com) offers lessons and a práctica (apprenticeship) that becomes a quasi-milonga.




CLASSICAL MUSIC AND OPERA

The classical music and opera season lasts March–November but peaks in winter, June–August. For nearly a century the premier venue has been the Teatro Colón (Libertad 621, tel./ fax 011/4378-7344, www.teatrocolon.org.ar).

Other options include the Microcentro’s Teatro Opera (Avenida Corrientes 860, tel. 011/4326-1335), which seats 2,500 spectators; Monserrat’s Teatro Avenida (Avenida de Mayo 1212, tel. 011/4381-0662, www.balirica.org.ar), which has handled the opera during the Colón’s closure; and Retiro’s Teatro Coliseo (Marcelo T. de Alvear 1125, tel. 011/4816-5943).

La Scala de San Telmo (Pasaje Giuffra 371, tel. 011/4362-1187, www.lascala.com.ar) is an intimate high-culture performing arts venue focused on theater and classical music plus occasional folkloric indulgences.




CINEMA

Buenos Aires’s traditional commercial cinema district is in the Microcentro along the Lavalle pedestrian mall west of Florida and along Avenida Corrientes and Avenida Santa Fe. In addition, there are multiplexes in the shopping malls of Puerto Madero, Retiro, and Palermo, and in barrios such as Belgrano.

Imported films generally appear in the original language with Spanish subtitles, except for animated and children’s movies, which are dubbed into Spanish. Spanish-language translations of titles are often misleading, but the Buenos Aires Herald prints the original English title and translations of other foreign-language titles.

In the Microcentro, the Instituto Nacional de Cine y Artes Visuales (www.incaa.org.ar) operates two central cinemas mostly promoting Argentine films: the four-screen Complejo Tita Merello (Suipacha 442, tel. 011/4322-1195) and the three-screen Cine Gaumont (Rivadavia 1635, tel. 011/4371-3050). At the Teatro San Martín’s Sala Leopoldo Lugones (Avenida Corrientes 1530, 10th floor, tel. 011/4371-0111, www.teatrosanmartin.org.ar), Werner Herzog is as mainstream as it gets.

The two-screen Complejo Cine Lorca (Avenida Corrientes 1428, tel. 011/4371-5017) shows mostly European films and the occasional off-center Hollywood flick (in the Bad Santa vein).

In Palermo, within a much larger art facility, the screening room at the Museo de Arte Latinomamericano de Buenos Aires (MALBA, Avenida Figueroa Alcorta 3415, tel. 011/4808-6500, www.malba.org.ar/web/cine.php) shows up to half a dozen classics, documentaries, and obscurities daily.




THEATER

Despite Argentina’s countless economic crises, Buenos Aires remains the continent’s theater capital. The district’s traditional heart is Avenida Corrientes, between Avenida 9 de Julio and Avenida Callao, but many venues are showing the effects of economic hardship. Avenida de Mayo and many Microcentro side streets are also home to important theaters, many of them historic.

Winter is the main season, but events can take place at any time of year. For discount tickets, check carteleras or online ticket-purchasing services. All major porteño newspapers provide extensive listings and schedules.
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The single most notable facility is the Teatro General San Martín (Avenida Corrientes 1530, tel. 011/4371-0111, www.teatrosanmartin.com.ar), a multipurpose complex that lacks architectural merit but compensates with its diverse offerings.

Other notable theater institutions include the Sala Pablo Neruda (Avenida Corrientes 1660, tel. 011/4370-5388); Teatro Avenida (Avenida de Mayo 1212, Monserrat, tel. 011/4381-3193); and the Teatro Nacional Cervantes (Libertad 815, tel. 011/4815-8883, www.teatrocervantes.gov.ar).

There are several smaller and less conventional “off-Corrientes” venues, some of which might be called microtheaters—Teatro El Vitral (Rodríguez Peña 344, tel. 011/4371-0948, www.teatroelvitral.com.ar) seats only about 40 people in front of each of its three small stages. Part of a politically and socially conscious bookstore, LiberArte (Avenida Corrientes 1555, tel. 011/4375-2341, www.liberarteteatro.com.ar) offers weekend theater programs.

Before his death in 1977, La Boca artist and promoter Benito Quinquela Martín donated the building that serves as headquarters for La Boca’s Teatro de la Ribera (Pedro de Mendoza 1821, tel. 011/4302-9042, www.teatrosanmartin.com.ar). Their barrio compatriots Teatro Catalinas Sur (Benito Pérez Galdós 93, tel. 011/4300-5707, www.catalinasur.com.ar) form one of the capital’s most entertaining and creative companies, worth seeing for those who don’t know a word of Spanish.




CULTURAL CENTERS

Adjacent to the Galerías Pacífico, the Centro Cultural Borges (Viamonte and San Martín, tel. 011/5555-5359, www.ccborges.org.ar, US$2.50 pp) features permanent exhibits on Argentina’s most famous literary figure as well as rotating fine arts programs and performing arts events. Hours are 10 A.M.–9 P.M. Monday–Saturday, noon–9 P.M. Sunday.

Recoleta’s Centro Cultural Ciudad de Buenos Aires (Junín 1930, tel. 011/4803-1040, www.centroculturalrecoleta.org) is one of the city’s outstanding cultural venues, with many free or inexpensive events. It’s open 2–9 P.M. Tuesday–Friday, 10 A.M.–9 P.M. weekends and holidays; there are guided visits (tel. 011/4803-4057) Wednesday at 6 P.M. and Saturday at 3 and 5 P.M.

In recent years the ND Ateneo (Paraguay 918, tel. 011/4328-2888, www.ndateneo.com.ar) has set the standard for seeing top-quality musicians in an intimate theater setting. Styles include jazz, rock, folklore, and others.




GAY VENUES

Buenos Aires has a vigorous gay scene, centered mostly around Recoleta, Barrio Norte, and Palermo Viejo, with a handful of venues elsewhere. Lots of gay men hang out on Avenida Santa Fe between Callao and Pueyrredón, a good area to meet people and learn the latest. The monthly publication La Otra Guía lists gay-oriented and gay-friendly businesses.

The capital’s gay venues are mostly tolerant and even inclusive of nongays. When non-Argentine heterosexual women tire of Argentine machismo, they sometimes even prefer gay bars for dancing, but porteño machistas are catching on to this.
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San Telmo’s Pride Café (Balcarce 869, tel. 011/4300-6435) is a corner café and meeting place that draws plenty of straight folks for sandwiches, sweets, specialty drinks, and the 7–9 P.M. happy hours.

Barrio Norte’s Search (Azcuénaga 1007, tel. 011/4824-0932) is a well-established gay bar open nightly with live entertainment. In Balvanera/Once, the durable Angel’s (Viamonte 2168, www.discoangels.com.ar) is a gay male bar and dance club that’s open Thursday–Saturday after midnight to the beat of electronica.

On the edge of Palermo, one of BA’s most popular gay bars, Sitges (Avenida Córdoba 4119, tel. 011/4861-3763, www.sitgesonline.com.ar), packs them into three large but distinct spaces almost until daybreak. Known for drag shows, it offers some mainstream entertainment and gets celebrity clientele.

Palermo Soho’s Bach Bar (Cabrera 4390) is a predominantly lesbian locale that doesn’t advertise the fact—there’s no sign outside—but there’s usually a crowd. It’s open from about 11 P.M. Tuesday–Sunday.

Also in Palermo Soho, Bulnes Class (Bulnes 1250, tel. 011/4861-7492, www.bulnesclass.com.ar) is a comfortable, spacious locale with contemporary style and drag shows in the Liza Minnelli mold that also draw women and mixed crowds.






Events

Buenos Aires observes all the usual holidays and many special events on top of that. The summer months of January and February, when most porteños leave on vacation, are generally quiet; things pick up after school starts in early March.

Dates for the pre-Lenten Carnaval (Carnival), in February or March, vary from year to year; unlike Brazil’s massive festivities, Carnaval here means neighborhood murgas (street musicians and dancers), and celebrations take place on weekends rather than during the entire week.

Since 1998, when it began on Gardel’s December 11 birthday, the Festival Buenos Aires Tango (www.festivaldetango.gov.ar) has moved twice before appearing to settle around mid-August, immediately before the Mundial de Tango (World Tango Championships), which run to the end of the month. Despite its recent beginnings, the tango festival has already become one of the city’s signature events, spanning two weekends and including music, song, and dance that ranges from traditional and conservative to imaginative and even daring. Unlike the mass spectacle of Carnaval, it’s a decentralized series of performances at smaller, often intimate venues around the capital. As such, it offers opportunities to see and hear not just established artists but also developing performers. Most funds for the city-sponsored festival go to pay the artists, and admission is either free or inexpensive; tickets are usually available on a first-come, first-served basis on the day of the performance.
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Murga dancers and drummers parade down Avenida Corrientes at Carnaval.




Mid-April’s three-week book fair, the Feria del Libro (www.el-libro.com.ar), is Latin America’s largest and has been a fixture on the literary scene for nearly three decades. Most exhibitors at Palermo’s Predio Ferial (entrances at Cerviño 4474 and Avenida Sarmiento 2704, tel. 011/4777-5500, US$1) are from the region, but authors of international stature, including the English-speaking world, make notable appearances.

Late April’s Festival Internacional de Cine Independiente (International Independent Film Festival, www.bafici.gov.ar) has become a fixture over the past decade. Featuring independent films from every continent, it takes place at various cinemas but mostly at the Mercado del Abasto.

For nearly two decades, now at Palermo’s Predio Ferial, mid-May’s Feria de Galerías Arte BA (www.arteba.com) has shown work from dozens of Buenos Aires art galleries.

Not an official holiday, June 24 commemorates the Día de la Muerte de Carlos Gardel, the anniversary of the singer’s death in an aviation accident in Medellín, Colombia. Pilgrims crowd Chacarita cemetery to pay tribute, and there are also tango events.

For more than a century, late July’s Exposición Internacional de Ganadería, Agricultura y Industria Internacional (www.ruralarg.org.ar), the Sociedad Rural’s annual agricultural exhibition at the Predio Ferial, has been one of the capital’s biggest events.

Though the tango festival has moved to late February and early March, the city still closes the street near the Central Cultural San Martín on Gardel’s December 11 birthday for the Milonga de Calle Corrientes, dancing to live and recorded music.




Shopping

The main shopping areas are the Microcentro, along the Florida pedestrian mall toward Retiro; Retiro, around Plaza San Martín and along Avenida Santa Fe; Recoleta, near the cemetery; and the tree-lined streets of Palermo Viejo, where stylish shops sit among the newest restaurants and bars. Street markets take place in San Telmo, Recoleta, and Belgrano.


SHOPPING CENTERS

Over the past decade-plus, many older buildings have been recycled into upmarket malls for one-stop shopping. The most notable is the Microcentro’s magnificent Galerías Pacífico (Florida and Córdoba, tel. 011/5555-5100, www.galeriaspacifico.com.ar).

Once a livestock auction house, Retiro’s Patio Bullrich (Avenida del Libertador 750, tel. 011/4814-7400, www.shoppingbullrich.com.ar) has become a palatial 24,000-square-meter commercial space with nearly 70 shops, plus restaurants and cinemas, on four levels.

Buenos Aires Design Recoleta (Avenida Pueyrredón 2501, tel. 011/5777-6000, www.designrecoleta.com.ar) is a 3,000-square-meter complex of shops and restaurants on two levels alongside the cultural center and cemetery. As its name suggests, it focuses on design and interior decoration.




ANTIQUES

Sunday’s Feria de San Pedro Telmo, one of the city’s biggest tourist attractions, fills Plaza Dorrego with antiques and bric-a-brac. There are also many dealers in galleries with small street-side frontage, including Galería Cecil (Defensa 845, tel. 011/4307-0259) and Galería de la Defensa (Defensa 1179).




ART GALLERIES

Buenos Aires has a thriving modern-art scene, with the most innovative galleries in Retiro and Recoleta. Retiro’s Galería Ruth Benzacar (underground at Florida 1000, tel. 011/4313-8480, www.ruthbenzacar.com) showcases some of the capital’s and the country’s most avant-garde artists.

Galería Rubbers (Avenida Alvear 1595, Recoleta, tel. 011/4816-1864, www.rubbers.com.ar) is an excellent contemporary gallery. Galería Vermeer (Suipacha 1168, Retiro, tel./ fax 011/4393-5102, www.galeriavermeer.com.ar) is less up-to-date but still a good one.




BOOKS AND MUSIC

Bookstores are where Buenos Aires shopping really shines; they are as much—or more—cultural as commercial institutions, and they take that role seriously.

Buenos Aires’s signature bookstore is the Microcentro branch of El Ateneo (Florida 340, tel. 011/4325-6801, www.tematika.com.ar), which has a huge selection of Argentine history, literature, and coffee-table souvenir books, plus domestic travel titles (it is also a publishing house).

The most elegant, though, is the affiliated El Ateneo Grand Splendid (Avenida Santa Fe 1880, Barrio Norte, tel. 011/4813-6052), which made The Guardian’s list of the world’s ten best bookstores. Opened in December 2000, it occupies a recycled cinema that deserves a visit simply to see its seamless transformation—the stage is a café, readers can relax in the opera-style boxes, and floor-to-ceiling bookshelves line the curving walls of the upper levels.

In a notable art deco building, Monserrat’s Librería de Ávila (Adolfo Alsina 500, tel. 011/4311-8989, www.libreriadeavila.servisur.com) is a classic book dealer specializing in history, ethnology, travel literature, tango, folklore, and the like; it also hosts book presentations and even musical events, and it has a café.

San Telmo’s Walrus Books (Estados Unidos 617, tel. 011/4300-7135, www.walrus-books.com.ar) carries an ample selection of English-language books well beyond the usual Stephen King potboilers. Hours are 10 A.M.–8 P.M. Tuesday–Sunday.


[image: e9781598806755_i0118.jpg]

boots for sale in Palermo




Librería Platero (Talcahuano 485, Tribunales, tel. 011/4382-2215, www.libreriaplatero.com.ar) may be BA’s best specialist shop, with an enormous stock of new and out-of-print books (the latter in the basement stacks). It does good trade with overseas academics and libraries.

Librerías Turísticas (Paraguay 2457, tel. 011/4963-2866 or 011/4962-5547) has an outstanding choice of Argentine maps and guidebooks, including its own guides to neighborhood cafés.

In addition to books, El Ateneo and El Ateneo Grand Splendid carry quality CDs. Zivals (Avenida Callao 395, tel. 011/5128-7500, www.zivals.com) has a large and varied bargain bin in addition to its regular stock. For alternative music, try Disquería Oid Mortales (Avenida Corrientes 1145, Local 17, tel. 011/4382-8839, www.oidmortalesdiscos.com.ar) or Free Blues (Rodríguez Peña 438, tel. 011/4373-2999), which deals in used CDs, cassettes, and even vinyl.




CRAFTS

In the Galerías Pacífico, El Boyero (Florida 760, tel. 011/5555-5307, www.elboyero.com) sells items ranging from leather bags, boots, and belts to gaucho and Mapuche silverwork and mate gourds, but also ceramics.

Monserrat’s Arte Indígena y Criollo (Balcarce 234, tel. 011/4343-1455, www.arteyesperanza.com.ar) stocks a representative sample of indigenous crafts from around the country. Palermo’s Arte Étnico Argentino (El Salvador 4656, tel. 011/4832-0516, www.arteetnicoargentino.com) specializes in textiles, specifically clothing from the Andean Northwest and woolen rugs from the Mapuche of Patagonia, along with rustically styled furniture.




LEATHER GOODS AND FOOTWEAR

Retiro has several leather specialists, starting with Frenkel’s Leather World (Florida 1055, tel. 011/4311-2300, www.frenkelsleather.com.ar), which sells crafts as well. Try Casa López (Marcelo T. de Alvear 640/658, tel. 011/4311-3044, www.casalopez.com.ar) for women’s handbags and accessories in particular.

Welcome Marroquinería (Marcelo T. de Alvear 500, tel. 011/4313-7847, www.welcome-leather.com.ar) and Rossi y Carusso (Avenida Santa Fe 1377, Barrio Norte, tel. 011/4811-1965, www.rossicaruso.com) are among the best-established leather-goods sellers.

Italian immigrant Luciano Bagnasco created one of the capital’s most enduring shoemakers in Guido Mocasines (Rodríguez Peña 1290, Barrio Norte, tel. 011/4813-4095, www.guidomocasines.com.ar).




WINE

Retiro’s Winery (Avenida Leandro N. Alem 880, tel. 011/4311-6607, www.winery.com.ar) sells Argentine wines by the glass and also carries a stock of imported wines. It has several other branches around town.

Palermo Soho’s Lo de Joaquín Alberdi (Borges 1772, tel. 011/4832-5329, www.lodejoaquinalberdi.com.ar) is the retail outlet of the Cabernet restaurant across the street. Near the U.S. Embassy, Terroir (Buschiazzo 3040, tel. 011/4778-3408, www.terroir.com.ar) is the city’s elite wine shop, with access to limited vintages in addition to the usual fine wines, but it’s not utterly unaffordable.






Sports and Recreation

Not just a city for sightseeing, Buenos Aires also offers activities ranging from the calm of a chess match to language study to the energy of a soccer game.


RUNNING

Many porteños have taken up running, but the largest open spaces suitable for it are in the northern suburbs of Palermo and Belgrano. The major exception is the Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur, the former rubbish tip near Puerto Madero.




CYCLING AND MOUNTAIN BIKING

Buenos Aires’s densely built city center, ferocious traffic, and monotonous terrain limit recreational cycling, but a surprising number of porteños—even some police officers—get around on bicycles. There is a growing network of paved bicycle trails, and Palermo’s parks and the roads of suburban Buenos Aires Province encourage some riders.

San Telmo’s La Bicicleta Naranja (Pasaje Giuffra 308, tel. 011/4362-1104, www.labicicletanaranja.com.ar) offers bicycle rentals and tours of the city; it has an additional Palermo branch (Nicaragua 4825).

Rental bikes are also available along Avenida de Infanta Isabel in Palermo’s Parque Tres de Febrero (on both sides of the Museo de Artes Plásticas Eduardo Sívori), and at the Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur.




HORSEBACK RIDING

In addition to tourist-oriented estancias, the city itself offers several riding options: try the Club Hípico Mediterráneo (Avenida Figueroa Alcorta 4800, Palermo, tel. 011/4772-3828), or the Club Alemán de Equitación (Avenida Dorrego 4045, Palermo, tel. 011/4778-7060).




GOLF

The 18-hole Golf Club Lagos de Palermo (Avenida Tornquist 1426, tel. 011/4772-7261) is open 7 A.M.–5 P.M. Tuesday–Sunday. Greens fees are low, but reservations are almost essential.




SOCCER

Soccer-mad Buenos Aires has six first-division teams, and it seems there’s a match every night. For participants, there are pickup games in Palermo’s parks and elsewhere.

For spectators, entradas populares (standing-room tickets) are cheapest, but plateas (fixed seats) have better security. The most popular clubs are Boca Juniors (Brandsen 805, La Boca, tel. 011/4309-4700, www.bocajuniors.com.ar); River Plate (Avenida Presidente Figueroa Alcorta 7597, Núñez, tel. 011/4789-1200, www.cariverplate.com.ar); and San Lorenzo de Almagro (Avenida Perito Moreno and Varela, tel. 011/4381-8095, www.sanlorenzo.com.ar).




HORSE RACING

The country’s major track is the Hipódromo Argentino (Avenida del Libertador 4101, Palermo, tel. 011/4788-2800, www.palermo.com.ar). Races take place any day of the week, but mostly Friday–Monday. General admission costs US$1, with minimum bets about the same.






Accommodations

Buenos Aires has abundant accommodations in all categories. Since 2002’s economic implosion, some opportunistic hoteliers have established higher rates for foreigners; if they insist on this, there’s little you can do except go elsewhere or, if your language skills are good enough, try to argue the point. Advertised rates at top-end hotels often exclude the 21 percent IVA, but prices listed here do include taxes.


UNDER US$25

Over the past several years, youth hostels have sprung up like tango halls in Gardel’s time, and most of them are good to excellent at modest prices. Some but not all are Hostelling International affiliates.

It actually lies within Retiro, but HI affiliate Recoleta Youth Hostel (Libertad 1216, tel. 011/4812-4419, www.trhostel.com.ar, US$10–12 pp dorm, US$39–50 d with private bath) still boasts an excellent location—arguably the most prestigious address of any hostel in the city. Rates are higher on weekends.

Congreso’s St. Nicholas Youth Hostel (Bartolomé Mitre 1691, tel. 011/4373-5920, www.snhostel.com, US$10 pp dorm, US$41–46 s or d in private rooms) is another rehab with ample common spaces; those common spaces, though, are so close to the dorms that it can be hard to get to sleep at an early hour.

Near the Facultad de Medicina, Hotel del Prado (Paraguay 2385, tel. 011/4961-1192, www.hoteldelpradoba.com.ar, US$25 s or d) is a plain but tastefully remodeled older building with a quiet interior, good beds, and friendly owner-operators. Rooms have private bath, cable TV, telephone, and ceiling fans but no air-conditioning; there are discounts for extended stays.




US$25-50

In the Microcentro, the independently operated V&S Hostel Club (Viamonte 887, tel./fax 011/4322-0994 or 011/4327-5131, www.hostelclub.com, US$11–19 pp dorm, US$65 s or d) has both dorms and rooms with private baths. The century-old structure has central heating, air-conditioning, and large, attractive common areas that include a kitchen, a dining room, and a parrilla for barbecues.

 


See THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

 



It’s not quite the design hostel it aspires to be, but San Telmo’s [image: e9781598806755_i0119.jpg] Ostinatto Hostel (Chile 680, tel. 011/4362-9639, www.ostinatto.com.ar, US$10 pp dorm, US$47–49 d with private bath) has done some daring innovations while keeping prices modest, even low, in an ideal location. It features a bar-restaurant, a rooftop terrace that hosts barbecues, and even a mini-cinema, and offers at least one free-of-charge activity per day.

Rates at Monserrat’s Hostel Inn Tango City (Piedras 680, tel. 011/4300-5776, www.hostelinn.com, US$11 pp dorm, US$42 d), an HI affiliate, includes breakfast, kitchen facilities, free Internet, and even dinner Monday–Thursday. It’s even dog-friendly, but owners must take responsibility for their canine companions.

Congreso’s [image: e9781598806755_i0120.jpg] Hotel Chile (Avenida de Mayo 1297, tel./fax 011/4383-7877, www.hotelchile.com.ar, US$37 s, US$45 d) is an art nouveau monument offering modernized rooms with private baths, cable TV, and telephones. Corner balcony rooms on the upper floors enjoy panoramic views of the Congreso and, by craning your neck eastward, the Plaza de Mayo and Casa Rosada; the decibel level rises from the street, though.




US$50-100

The [image: e9781598806755_i0121.jpg] Goya Hotel (Suipacha 748, tel./ fax 011/4322-9311, www.goyahotel.com.ar, US$40–60 s, US$55–75 d) is one of the Microcentro’s best small hotels. Rates include private bath, cable TV, and air-conditioning; some slightly dearer rooms have whirlpool tubs. It may be advantageous to pay pesos in cash, as their exchange rate is unfavorable.

The Ayacucho Palace Hotel (Ayacucho 1408, tel./fax 011/4806-1815, www.ayacuchohotel.com.ar, US$60 s, US$70 d) offers some of the exterior style of more elegant porteño hotels without extravagant prices. Its 70 rooms are plainly but comfortably furnished.

On a block-long street, Palermo Soho’s [image: e9781598806755_i0122.jpg] Che Lulu Guest House (Emilio Zolá 5185, tel. 011/4772-0289, www.luluguesthouse.com, US$20 pp–US$70 d) is an artist-inspired B&B where eight small but colorful rooms go for bargain prices. The spacious common areas, well isolated from the bedrooms in this three-story house, make staying here a sociable experience.

Only half a block off Plaza Dorrego, catering exclusively to gay men, San Telmo’s Lugar Gay de Buenos Aires (Defensa 1120, tel. 011/4300-4747, www.lugargay.com.ar, US$40–60 s, US$50–80 d) is nicely recycled eight-room B&B with secluded rooftop terraces. Payment is by cash only.

At [image: e9781598806755_i0123.jpg] Hotel Dos Congresos (Rivadavia 1777, tel. 011/4372-0466, www.hoteldoscongresos.com, US$79 s, $US84 d), the stately exterior is a misleading approach to a refurbished interior, where spacious and comfortable rooms with cable TV, air-conditioning, telephones, and other standard amenities come with a buffet breakfast. Reservations are advisable for the loft rooms, which have spiral staircases and whirlpool tubs.




US$100-150

Monserrat’s “hetero-friendly” Axel Hotel (Venezuela 647, tel. 011/4136-9400, www.axelhotels.com, from US$110 s or d) is the city’s first full-service hotel built and run with the gay community in mind. Architecturally, the creative use of transparent glass in common areas suggests its guests have nothing to hide, but the 48 midsize rooms evince a discreet boutiquey sensibility. Its staff are expert in local nightlife, and it has both indoor and outdoor pools.

Devaluation briefly made Monserrat’s four-star [image: e9781598806755_i0124.jpg] 562 Nogaró (Diagonal Presidente Julio A. Roca 562, tel. 011/4331-0091, www.562nogarohotel.com, US$121 s or d) a bargain, but prices have returned to international levels. Dating from 1930 but renovated a few years ago, this French-style 150-room hotel offers all contemporary amenities, including Wi-Fi, air-conditioning, and in-room safes.

Just south of Plaza de Mayo, the NH City & Tower (Bolívar 160, tel. 011/4121-6464, www.nh-hoteles.com, US$130–146 s or d) is a spectacularly modernized 300-room building dating from 1931 that had the misfortune to reopen at the nadir of Argentina’s 2001–2002 meltdown. That bad timing meant good rates for beautifully appointed rooms with all modern conveniences, plus luxuries like a rooftop pool, gym, and sauna, but it’s making up for the business it lost then. It also has an exceptional Spanish restaurant.

One of the capital’s most historic lodgings, dating from 1929, Monserrat’s four-star Castelar Hotel & Spa (Avenida de Mayo 1152, tel. 011/4383-5000, www.castelarhotel.com.ar, US$131 s or d) has hosted the likes of Spanish dramatist Federico García Lorca (who lived in room 704 for six months), Chilean Nobel Prize–winning poet Pablo Neruda, Nobel Prize scientist Linus Pauling, and many Argentine politicians. Embellished with Carrara marble, it offers comfortable, well-equipped rooms with breakfast and access to its own spa. There are entire nonsmoking floors.

In a painstakingly remodeled casa chorizo, [image: e9781598806755_i0125.jpg] Malabia House (Malabia 1555, tel./fax 011/4832-3345, www.malabiahouse.com.ar, US$140–188 s or d) is a stylish bed-and-breakfast with magnificent natural light, glistening wood floors, handsome furnishings, and small but attractive patio gardens. Standard ground-floor rooms have external private baths; the slightly more expensive upstairs rooms have air-conditioning and interior baths.

Near the Obelisco, the Panamericano Buenos Aires Hotel & Resort (Carlos Pellegrini 525, tel. 011/4348-5000, www.crowneplaza.com.ar, US$144–277 s or d) consists of an older south tower and a newer north tower. Both are comfortable, but the north-tower rooms are no longer technologically superior to the others.




US$150-200

Ever since the Bush twins partied in Palermo while their father’s Republican party took a thumpin’ in the 2006 U.S. midterm elections, every taxi driver in town knows where to find Hotel Home Buenos Aires (Honduras 5860, tel. 011/4779-1008, www.homebuenosaires.com, US$150–210 s or d). Even U2 stayed here (and welcomed other guests to their party) when they played Buenos Aires, but you needn’t be a big name to enjoy its imaginative design, spacious rooms and suites, and ample common spaces, including a large garden with pool that’s uncommon in this part of town. With neighboring properties it forms a mini-greenbelt that’s remarkably quiet for such a lively neighborhood. A secluded garden apartment goes for US$460.

Retiro’s Meliá Buenos Aires Hotel (Reconquista 945, tel. 011/4891-3800, www.solmelia.com, US$152 s or d) has 209 rooms, including 18 suites, in a modernistic hotel with luminous rooms, a gym and business center, and entire nonsmoking floors. Rates include a sumptuous buffet breakfast; there are discounts from mid-December through February.




OVER US$200

Barrio Norte’s bright boutique-style Design Suites (Marcelo T. de Alvear 1683, tel./ fax 011/4814-8700, www.designsuites.com, US$218–254 s or d) has a heated pool, gym, restaurant room service, and daily newspaper delivery (of the guest’s choice). Each of its 40 suites has cable TV, a telephone, Internet and fax connections, a kitchenette, a minibar, air-conditioning, a strongbox, and a hot tub.

Near Puerto Madero, across from the Plaza Fuerza Aérea Argentina, the mammoth 742-room high-rise Sheraton Buenos Aires Hotel (San Martín 1225, tel. 011/4318-9000, www.starwoodhotels.com, US$240–301 s or d) gets the international business trade but also many tourists. It offers a large fitness center and swimming pools as well as two restaurants.

Now under international-chain control, Retiro’s landmark (dating from 1909) [image: e9781598806755_i0126.jpg] Marriott Plaza Hotel (Florida 1005, tel. 011/4318-3000, www.marriott.com, US$224–345 s or d) has undergone modernization without losing its German baroque charm and elegance.

Monserrat’s Hotel Intercontinental (Moreno 809, tel. 011/4340-7100, www.buenos-aires.intercontinental.com, US$215–350 s or d) consistently makes best-hotels lists in magazines like Travel + Leisure. Affordable for what it offers, two-thirds of its 315 rooms are nonsmoking.

The Loi Suites Recoleta (Vicente López 1955, tel. 011/5777-8950, www.loisuites.com.ar, US$303–520 s or d) is the toniest link of a stylish four-hotel chain. With some of BA’s most innovative design, it makes magnificent use of natural light.

Favored by business travelers and international entertainment figures, Retiro’s highly regarded Caesar Park Hotel (Posadas 1232, tel. 011/4819-1100, www.caesar-park.com, US$339–526 s or d) now belongs to a Mexican luxury hotel chain. Rates include an extravagant breakfast buffet, but it can’t match the established historical elegance of competitors like the Four Seasons and Alvear Palace.

Since 1928 the [image: e9781598806755_i0127.jpg] Alvear Palace Hotel (Avenida Alvear 1891, tel. 011/4805-2100, www.alvearpalace.com, from US$393 s or d) has symbolized elegance and luxury—not to mention wealth and privilege. This is one place that, despite devaluation, maintains both its standards and its prices—ranging upwards of US$5,000 for the royal suite—for accommodations with Egyptian-cotton sheets and Hermès toiletries. Francophobes may find the ancien régime decor cloying, but it consistently ranks among the world’s best hotels in Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler.

Rivaling the Alvear Palace, but with French architect Philippe Starck’s own distinct style, Puerto Madero’s Faena Hotel & Universe (Marta Salotti 445, tel. 011/4010-9000, from US$425 s or d) has recycled a historical granary into a cutting-edge hotel and “experience” whose interior is a hybrid of Parisian classicism and avant-garde sensibility.






Food

Almost everything remains affordable at present, at quality ranging from good to world-class, but some places are more affordable than others. The listings below are arranged geographically.


MONSERRAT/CATEDRAL AL SUR AND VICINITY

Peruvian food is becoming more common in the capital, and plain-Jane Status (Virrey Cevallos 178, tel. 011/4382-8531) is one of the best budget options, with home-style central Andean dishes such as ají de gallina (chicken in a walnut sauce over rice, with potatoes) in the US$5 range. Spicy items and garnishes, such as papa a la huancaína, are also available.

According to Buenos Aires Herald restaurant critic Dereck Foster, BA’s best Spanish food comes from the restaurant at the NH City Hotel (Bolívar 160, tel. 011/4121-6464). Other Spanish/Basque seafood options include the classic (and author favorite) [image: e9781598806755_i0128.jpg] Laurak Bat (Avenida Belgrano 1144, tel. 011/4381-0682, www.laurakbat.com.ar, US$10–20).

Near Monserrat’s western border, San Cristóbal’s Miramar (Avenida San Juan 1999, tel. 011/4304-4261) is a reliable rotisería (deli) that’s also a decidedly unfashionable bodegón restaurant that’s ideal for unpretentious lunches or dinners with poised service. Prices are moderate, even low, for items such as gambas al ajillo (garlic prawns) and lechón (roast pork).




MICROCENTRO AND VICINITY

[image: e9781598806755_i0129.jpg] Pizzería Guerrín (Avenida Corrientes 1372, tel. 011/4371-8141) is a one-of-a-kind that sells by the slice at the stand-up counter—the fugazza (and fugazzetta) are exquisitely simple and simply exquisite. La Continental (Callao 361, tel. 011/4374-1444, www.lacontinental.com), which has more than a dozen branches around town, is a good backup.

Several tourist-oriented parrillas make a fetish of staking their steaks over hot coals in circular barbecue pits, tended by bogus gauchos in full regalia, behind picture windows. While they play for the cliché and serve too many people for individual attention, the quality is good and prices are reasonable at La Estancia (Lavalle 941, tel. 011/4326-0330, www.asadorlaestancia.com.ar).

 


See COOLING DOWN WITH HELADOS

 



Possibly downtown’s best restaurant, the banker’s favorite [image: e9781598806755_i0130.jpg] Sabot (25 de Mayo 756, tel. 011/4313-6587) serves Italo-Argentine dishes of the highest quality in a very masculine environment—women are few but not unwelcome—with good-humored professional service. Moderately expensive by current standards, most entrées, like matambre de cerdo and chivito, plus some fish dishes, cost in the US$10–15 range. A pleasant surprise is the mate de coca from fresh coca leaves (for digestive purposes only). It’s open for weekday lunches only.




PUERTO MADERO

Over the past few years, redeveloped Puerto Madero has had an impact on the restaurant scene, but more because of its overall tourist appeal than its quality—with a couple of exceptions, the food is unimpressive. Most restaurants, though, have outdoor seating along the yacht harbor, and when the weather’s fine it’s ideal for people-watching. Because the area draws foreigners from nearby luxury hotels, restaurants here are accustomed to dealing with dinnertimes as early as 7 P.M.

Opposite Dique No. 4, the best parrilla is [image: e9781598806755_i0131.jpg] Cabaña Las Lilas (Alicia Moreau de Justo 516, tel. 011/4313-1336, www.laslilas.com). Often packed for lunch despite soaring prices, it offers complimentary champagne and snacks while you wait; its bife de chorizo (which has skyrocketed to US$30) may be the finest in town.

Puerto Sorrento (Alicia Moreau de Justo 410, tel. 011/4319-8731, www.sorrentorestaurant.com.ar) is the best seafood choice, and at midday it has an excellent three-course almuerzo ejecutivo (US$18 including soft drink, beer, or wine). The service is exemplary.




SAN TELMO AND VICINITY

Despite the barrio’s tourist allure, San Telmo’s gastronomy lags behind that of other barrios. Most restaurants here are better lunchtime bargains than dinnertime indulgences.

Medio y Medio (Chile 316, tel. 011/4300-1396) bursts with lunchgoers seeking the Uruguayan caloric overload chivito, a steak sandwich piled high with lettuce, cheese, tomato, and bacon; a fried egg crowns the chivito al plato, which includes a slab of beef plus potato salad, green salad, and fries.

Dating from 1864, [image: e9781598806755_i0132.jpg] Bar El Federal (Carlos Calvo 399, tel. 011/4300-4313) looks its age—in a positive way, with its worn tiled floors and intricate carved wooden bar. The menu is large, but the house specialty is turkey ravioli (US$5), with a choice of sauces; there’s refreshingly cold hard cider on tap.

Despite the capacity of the multiple dining rooms at DesNivel (Defensa 855, tel. 011/4300-9081), Sunday visitors to the Plaza Dorrego market form long queues outside for parrillada and pasta at bargain prices; it’s open for lunch Tuesday–Sunday and dinner daily. Opposite Parque Lezama, 1880 (Defensa 1665, tel. 011/4307-2746) is a traditional parrilla with plenty of barrio atmosphere, including filete ornaments by Martiniano Arce. Most entrées fall in the US$6–10 range, including pasta dishes like ñoquis (gnocchi).

Recently reopened in its classic dining room—dark mahogany woodwork and Spanish tiles—the Casal de Catalunya (Chacabuco 863, tel. 011/4361-0191, cuinacatalana@fibertel.com.ar) specializes in Catalonian seafood, other Spanish dishes, and the occasional standard Argentine item. Many dishes are made with garlic, about which Argentines are unenthusiastic.




LA BOCA

La Boca is not an enclave of haute cuisine, but there’s good enough food for lunch—most people visit the barrio during the daytime—and even an occasional dinnertime foray.

Banchero (Suárez 396, tel. 011/4301-1406) is the original locale of the pizzeria that claims to have invented the onion-and-mozzarella fugazzetta. Whether or not that’s true, theirs is one of the best.

In an area where taxis are obligatory at night and maybe advisable even in the daytime (though some cabbies have trouble finding it), [image: e9781598806755_i0133.jpg] El Obrero (Agustín Cafferena 64, tel. 011/4362-9912) is where celebrities go slumming for steaks. Its walls plastered with images of soccer icon Diego Maradona and little else, it draws an international clientele on the order of Bono and Robert Duvall, and they haven’t even removed the photo of disgraced ex-president Fernando de la Rúa. There’s no printed menu—check the chalkboards, where most items run around US$5–6.


[image: e9781598806755_i0134.jpg]

a midday tapas bar at a San Telmo restaurant




At the other end of the spectrum, celebrity chef Francis Mallman has placed Patagonia Sur (Rocha 801, tel. 011/4303-5917, www.restaurantepatagoniasur.com), one of his several gourmet restaurants in Argentina and Uruguay, in the barrio. It might seem out of place here, and it’s expensive (around US$80 pp for a three-course dinner without wine), but Mallman’s blend of Argentine beef, seafood, and other regional dishes are always worth consideration.




RETIRO

For most Buenos Aires visitors, Danish smør-rebrød might seem an improbable alternative, but the Club Danés (Avenida Leandro N. Alem 1074, 12th floor, tel. 011/4312-5442) is both cheap and appetizing, with lunch specials in the US$8 range and exceptional views of Puerto Madero. The city’s hippest and most adventurous pizzeria is garishly decorated Filo (San Martín 975, tel. 011/4311-0312, www.filo-ristorante.com).

Inconspicuous Juana M (Carlos Pellegrini 1535, tel. 011/4326-0462) is a cavernous basement restaurant that serves beef and pasta dishes, with unlimited access to a diverse salad bar. While prices are rising, it’s still worth consideration, with a quick kitchen and friendly service.

[image: e9781598806755_i0135.jpg] Tancat (Paraguay 645, tel. 011/4312-5442) is a first-rate and wildly popular tasca, an informal Spanish bar (usually with hams hanging on strings from the ceiling and bottles of wine lined up along the walls). It offers good-natured service and lunches around US$8–15 pp; don’t miss the jamón serrano (cured ham) appetizer. Reservations are almost essential for the few tables, but lunchgoers can jam into the long wooden bar, backed by shelves of wine covered with business cards, posters, and photos. It’s open noon–12:30 A.M. Monday–Saturday.




RECOLETA AND BARRIO NORTE

José Luis (Avenida Quintana 456, tel. 011/4807-0606) is an Asturian seafood restaurant that stresses fresher and lighter dishes than most of its counterparts. Entrées are mostly in the US$10 range and up; it’s open Monday–Saturday for lunch and dinner.

The Barrio Norte favorite Los Pinos (Azcuénaga 1500, tel. 011/4822-8704) occupies an old-fashioned apothecary, its wooden cases still stocked with antique bottles and rising nearly to the ceiling. Fixed lunch and dinner specials, with substantial choice, fall into the US$6–10 range; the à la carte menu of beef, seafood, and pasta is not much more expensive, as the comparably priced entrées include a side order. Service is well-intentioned but inconsistent.

Internationally recognized Oviedo (Beruti 2602, tel. 011/4822-5415, www.oviedoresto.com.ar) is a formal restaurant that specializes in seafood such as a shrimp risotto (US$17) but also serves Patagonian lamb and standards like beef, with most entrées in the US$15–25 range.




PALERMO

Palermo is, without question, the center of innovation in Argentine dining, mostly in Palermo Soho but also in Palermo Hollywood, the Botánico, and Las Cañitas.

Among the Botánico’s best, [image: e9781598806755_i0136.jpg] Bella Italia Café Bar (Repúblic Arabe Siria 3330, tel. 011/4807-5120, www.bellaitalia-gourmet.com.ar) is the moderately priced (but cash-only) café version of the eponymous nearby restaurant. For around US$7 it has outstanding squash gnocchi with a subtle cream sauce, along with fine cannelloni and salads.

Having recently changed hands, but remaining in the same family, Guido (Bulevar Cerviño 3943, tel. 011/4802-1262, www.guidorestaurant.com.ar) is a trattoria that has expanded an already outstanding menu notable for a nightly risotto (US$10) and a separate three-course dinner (also US$10), as well as inexpensive pizzas. The decor is cinematic, the service is attentive, and there’s an extensive list of wines by the glass.

Mark’s Deli & Coffee House (El Salvador 4701, tel. 011/4832-6244) is a U.S.-style deli, bright and cheerful with indoor and patio seating and outstanding sandwiches (about US$5); there’s a small selection of wines by the glass and large and tasty glasses of lemonade. It closes early, around 9:30 P.M. Monday–Saturday and at 7 P.M. Sunday.

For quality-to-price ratio, the hands-down best choice for empanadas and regional dishes is [image: e9781598806755_i0137.jpg] La Cupertina (Cabrera 5296, tel. 011/4777-3711). The service may be inconsistent, but the chicken empanadas and humitas en chala (similar to tamales, wrapped in corn stalks) are exquisite and so cheap that price is no object, even with wine; there are also individually sized pizzas. Don’t miss the desserts, especially the Spanish custard natillas and arroz con leche. It keeps limited hours: 11:30 A.M.–3:30 P.M. Tuesday–Sunday and 7:30–11 P.M. Tuesday–Saturday; it’s also small, seating only about 20 diners in simple but attractive surroundings.

In the Botánico, cozy [image: e9781598806755_i0138.jpg] Nemo (Cabello 3672, tel. 011/4802-5308, danieljosecid@hotmail.com) serves light entrées, including seafood-based pastas (around US$8–12) and a diverse fish menu (US$10–15) that includes at least one freshwater catch. It has limited sidewalk seating. Buenos Aires Herald food writer Dereck Foster calls it the capital’s “consistently best seafood restaurant.”

In spacious new—but slightly less intimate—quarters across Avenida Libertador, Libélula (Salguero 2983, tel. 011/4802-7220, www.libelularestaurant.com.ar) is a Japanese-Peruvian restaurant serving seviche, spicy (on request) sushi, and traditional dishes such as ají de gallina (chicken breast with creamy walnut sauce).

Just when it seems that Peruvian food here can’t get any better, along comes Bardot (Honduras 5237, tel. 011/4831-1112, www.restobardot.com.ar, daily for lunch and dinner), with dishes such as mero a lo macho (grouper with a shrimp sauce, US$13), BA’s best pisco sours (two-for-one on Wed.), and near flawless service. For those who want to sample Peru’s gastronomic diversity, there’s a Sunday buffet (1–4 P.M., US$18) that includes a bit of everything, including the pisco sour.

Unique in the city, Palermo Hollywood’s Jangada (Bonpland 1670, tel. 011/4777-4193, www.restaurantejangada.com) specializes in two-person platters (US$20–25) of Paraná river fish such as boga, pacú, and surubí. Reservations are advisable.

The parrilla of the moment is La Cabrera (Cabrera 5099, tel. 011/4831-7002, www.parrillalacabrera.com.ar), where the bife de chorizo (US$10) is big enough for two hungry diners and comes with a sampler of side dishes including pureed potatoes, pumpkin and applesauce, and several salads. Reservations are advisable at dinnertime, when it has a more formal branch a few doors north, across Thames.

Nearby Rave (Gorriti 5092, tel. 011/4833-7832, www.restaurantrave.com.ar) opens at 8:30 P.M. nightly, but it’s not unusual to find its split levels packed with 2 A.M. diners. Good choices include mollejitas (sweetbreads) and chicken or mushroom risotto. It can get loud, but not deafening.

[image: e9781598806755_i0139.jpg] Sa Giara (Gurruchaga 1806, tel. 011/4832-5062, www.sagiara.com.ar) brings something new to Italo-Argentine cuisine with Sardinian curligionis, which resemble Chinese or Japanese pot stickers but stuffed with sweet potato (US$11) or three meats (beef, lamb, pork, US$13), or other items. The villa-style venue also offers inexpensive sandwiches of prosciutto, artisanal cheeses, and the like.

At the casual [image: e9781598806755_i0140.jpg] Social Paraíso (Honduras 5182, tel. 011/4831-4556, www.socialparaiso.com.ar), the US$7 lunch specials feature items like bondiola (pork loin) with a tabbouleh salad; entrées such as stuffed chicken breast with mozzarella and bacon, or Patagonian lamb with grilled vegetables, fall into the US$8–11 range. It also has innovative desserts and a respectable selection of wines by the glass.

One of BA’s most creative restaurants, Palermo Hollywood’s Olsen (Gorriti 5870, tel. 011/4776-7677, olsen@fibertel.com.ar) serves what might be called Scandinavian criollo cuisine, with dishes like ravioli with goat cheese and pork roast with raspberry sauce, for upwards of US$10. The bar serves the standard aperitifs but also a literally dizzying variety of vodka-based cocktails. Notable for its ambience as well as its food, Olsen has devoted part of its deep lot to a sculpture garden that replicates a Scandinavian boreal forest of birches, cypresses, and pines. It’s open for lunch and dinner Tuesday–Sunday, and at 10 A.M. Sunday for brunch.

It’s not the fashionable scene that Olsen is, but Hollywood’s Lobby (Nicaragua 5944, tel. 011/4770-9335) is a hybrid restaurant, wine bar, and wine retailer with inexpensive but outstanding breakfast and lunch menus, including sandwiches, vegetarian dishes, and seafood salads. The by-the-glass wine options are excellent, but they also sell bottles off the wall for a token corkage fee, and there is sidewalk seating.




BELGRANO

Belgrano has many decent restaurants—the city’s Chinatown is here, and Chinese is the default option. Still, choices such as Contigo Perú (Echeverría 1627, tel. 011/4780-3960), in a cul-de-sac near the railroad tracks, are worth considering. Having grown from humble origins to become a neighborhood success and now something of a design restaurant, its prices have risen, though, and it has lost much of its former authenticity.

Recently relocated to Chinatown, [image: e9781598806755_i0141.jpg] Lotus Neo Thai (Arribeños 2265, tel. 011/4783-7993) is Argentina’s Thai pioneer and one of few places in the country where it’s possible to taste truly spicy dishes. Still with soothing music and lotus-themed decor, it’s now open for lunch as well as dinner; though it’s smaller than its former Las Cañitas location, the rooftop terrace provides extra space in fine weather. Lunches are a bargain at around US$10.

One of the city’s elite restaurants, the stylish [image: e9781598806755_i0142.jpg] Pura Tierra (3 de Febrero 1167, tel. 011/4899-2007, www.puratierra.com.ar) is expensive but worth the splurge for creative dishes prepared with the freshest local ingredients, such as bondiola (pork loin with fruit garnishes), and remarkable service (including one of the city’s most knowledgeable and communicative sommeliers).






Information and Services


TOURIST INFORMATION CENTERS

The Secretaría Nacional de Turismo (Avenida Santa Fe 883, Retiro, tel. 011/4312-2232 or 0800/555-0016, www.turismo.gov.ar) is open 9 A.M.–5 P.M. weekdays; there’s a branch at Aeropuerto Internacional Ezeiza (tel. 011/4480-0292) and another at Aeroparque Jorge Newbery (tel. 011/4771-0104). Both airport branches are open 8 A.M.–8 P.M. daily.

The municipal Subsecretaría de Turismo (www.bue.gov.ar) maintains several information kiosks: in the Microcentro (Florida 100, 8:30 A.M.–6:30 P.M. daily); in Retiro (Florida and Marcelo T. de Alvear, 9 A.M.–5 P.M. Mon.–Sat.); in Recoleta (Quintana 596, 10 A.M.–5 P.M. daily); at Puerto Madero’s Dique 4 (Avenida Alicia Moreau de Justo 200, tel. 011/4315-4265, 9:30 A.M.–7:30 P.M. daily); and at the Retiro bus terminal (tel. 011/4313-0187, daily 7:30 A.M.–1 P.M. weekdays only). All distribute maps and brochures, and they usually have English-speaking staff.




LIBRARIES

The Biblioteca Nacional (National Library, Agüero 2502, Recoleta, tel. 011/4808-6000, www.bn.gov.ar) is open 9 A.M.–9 P.M. weekdays, noon–7 P.M. weekends. It holds frequent special exhibitions, lectures and literary events, and free concerts.

At the Microcentro’s Instituto Cultural Argentino-Norteamericano (Maipú 672, tel. 011/5382-1500, www.icana.org.ar), the Biblioteca Centro Lincoln (tel. 011/5382-1536, www.bcl.edu.ar) has English-language books, magazines, and newspapers.




BANKING

Most visitors find the ubiquitous ATMs most convenient for changing money. In the La City financial district, numerous casas de cambio along San Martín between Corrientes and the Plaza de Mayo usually offer the best exchange rates for U.S. cash, euros, and travelers checks. For travelers checks, they normally charge a commission or pay a lower rate than for cash, but American Express (Arenales 707, Retiro, tel. 011/4310-3000) cashes its own checks for no commission.




POSTAL SERVICES

The Correo Central (Sarmiento 151, 8 A.M.–8 P.M. weekdays, 10 A.M.–1 P.M. Sat.) is a landmark building worth a visit in its own right; there are many other branch offices. International parcels exceeding 1 kilogram must go from the Correo Internacional (Antártida Argentina near the Retiro train station, tel. 011/4316-7777, 11 A.M.–5 P.M. weekdays).

Federal Express (Maipú 753, tel. 011/4393-6054) offers private courier service.




COMMUNICATIONS

Locutorios for faxes and long-distance calls are so plentiful that it’s hardly worthwhile to mention any in particular. Many have Internet connections, but there are also countless locales devoted exclusively to Internet service, and Wi-Fi is almost ubiquitous.




TRAVEL AGENCIES

North of Plaza San Martín, Retiro’s American Express (Arenales 707, tel. 011/4310-3000, www.americanexpress.com.ar) offers the usual services of a travel agency.

Swan Turismo (Cerrito 822, 9th floor, Retiro, tel. 011/4129-7926, www.swanturismo.com.ar) is a full-service agency that’s earned a reputation for navigating some of the Argentine travel system’s eccentricities.

In the Galería Buenos Aires, affiliated with STA Travel, the nonprofit Asatej (Florida 835, 3rd floor, Retiro, tel. 011/4311-6953, fax 011/4311-6840, www.asatej.com) is good at searching out the best airfares for anyone, not just students; it is also an affiliate of Hostelling International. Another good choice is Say Hueque (Viamonte 749, 6th floor, tel. 011/5199-2517, www.sayhueque.com), which is particularly good with independent travelers.




LANGUAGE STUDY

Buenos Aires has a growing number of language schools at competitive prices, starting with the Universidad de Buenos Aires’s Centro Universitario de Idiomas (Junín 222, Balvanera, tel. 011/4823-6818, www.cui.edu.ar). Others include the Centro de Estudio del Español (Reconquista 715, 11th floor, tel./fax 011/4315-1156, www.cedic.com.ar); Coined (Suipacha 90, 2nd floor, tel. 011/4331-2418, www.coined.com.ar); the Instituto de Lengua Española para Extranjeros (ILEE, Avenida Callao 339, 3rd floor, tel./fax 011/4782-7173, www.argentinailee.com); and the International Bureau of Language (Florida 165, tel. 011/4331-4250, www.ibl.com.ar).

For individual tutoring, contact English-speaking Dori Lieberman (tel./fax 011/4361-4843, dori@sinectis.com.ar).




IMMIGRATION

For visa extensions, the Dirección Nacional de Migraciones (Avenida Antártida Argentina 1355, tel. 011/4317-0237) is open 8 A.M.–1 P.M. weekdays.




MEDICAL

Public hospitals include Recoleta’s Hospital Rivadavia (Avenida Las Heras 2670, tel. 011/4809-2000) and Palermo’s Hospital Municipal Juan Fernández (Cerviño 3356, tel. 011/4808-2600).

The Hospital Británico (Perdriel 74, Barracas, tel. 011/4304-1082, www.hospitalbritanico.org.ar) is a highly regarded private hospital. Argentine presidents have had arthroscopies and soccer star Diego Maradona did detox at Belgrano’s Clínica Fleni (Montañeses 2325, tel. 011/5777-3200, www.fleni.org.ar), but it does not serve every specialty.






Getting There

Buenos Aires is the main port of entry for overseas visitors and the hub for domestic travel within the country.


BY AIR

Most international flights arrive and depart from the suburban airport at Ezeiza, though a handful from neighboring countries use close-in Aeroparque.

Aerolíneas Argentinas (Perú 2, Monserrat, tel. 011/4320-2000) flies to destinations ranging from Puerto Iguazú on the Brazilian border to Ushuaia in Tierra del Fuego.

LAN Argentina (Cerrito 866, tel. 0810/999-9526) is the local affiliate of Chile’s successful and reliable international airline. It serves a growing number of domestic destinations.

Aeroparque-based Andes Líneas Aéreas (Avenida Córdoba 775, tel. 0810/7772-6337, www.andesonline.com) is a new private airline flying to Córdoba, Puerto Iguazú, Salta, Jujuy, and Puerto Madryn.

Also Aeroparque-based, Sol Líneas Aéreas (tel. 011/5031-4211, www.sol.com.ar) is a budget carrier serving Rosario, Santa Fe, Córdoba, and Mendoza.

Líneas Aéreas del Estado (LADE, Perú 714, San Telmo, tel. 011/4361-7071, www.lade.com.ar) is the Argentine air force’s commercial aviation branch. Miraculously surviving budget crises and privatizations, it flies to southern Buenos Aires Province and Patagonia on a wing and a subsidy.




BY BUS

Buenos Aires’s main bus station is Retiro’s Estación Terminal de Ómnibus (Avenida Ramos Mejía 1860, tel. 011/4310-0700, www.tebasa.com.ar). The sprawling three-story building hosts nearly 140 separate bus companies that cover the entire country and international destinations as well. It’s walking distance from the northern terminus of Subte Línea C, at the Retiro train station.

The ground floor is primarily for freight; passengers leave from the 1st-floor andénes (platforms). Companies operate out of more than 200 ventanillas (ticket windows) on the 2nd floor, roughly arranged according to geographical regions: Zona Sur (South, windows 1–21, 23, 25, 27–30, 32–34, 101); Cuyo (windows 31, 33, 35–43, 45, 47), Zona Noroeste (Northwest, 44, 46–59, 148); Centro (Center, 59–94, 103, 105); Zona Noreste (Northeast, 95–101, 105, 107, 109, 111, 113–153); Costa Atlántica (Atlantic Coast, 152, 154–178); Internacional (International, 179–206).

On the departure level, the Centro de Informes y Reclamos (tel. 011/4310-0700) provides general information and also oversees taxis; direct any complaint about drivers to them. There is a separate tourist office, open 7:30 A.M.–1 P.M. only.

For long-distance and international buses, reservations are a good idea, especially during the summer (Jan.–Feb.) and winter (late July) holiday periods, but also on long weekends like Semana Santa.

When pickets aren’t blocking the bridges, several carriers take the roundabout overland route to Montevideo, Uruguay, via the Colón-Paysandú border crossing, which takes longer (ten hours) than the ferry but costs less (US$40): Bus de la Carrera (four nightly, tel. 011/4313-1700); Cauvi (once nightly, tel. 011/4314-6999); and General Belgrano (once nightly, tel. 011/4312-4933). All leave between 9:30 and 11:30 P.M.

To the Paraguayan capital of Asunción (18 hours, US$50–69), the main carriers are Nuestra Señora de la Asunción (tel. 011/4311-7666) and Chevallier Paraguaya (also tel. 011/4311-7666). For Brazilian destinations such as São Paulo (40 hours, US$125), and Rio de Janeiro (48 hours, US$167), try Pluma (tel. 011/4313-3880) or Crucero del Norte (tel. 011/4315-1652).

For the trans-Andean crossing to Santiago, Chile (19 hours, US$68), carriers include Fénix Pullman Norte (tel. 011/4313-0134), Buses Ahumada (tel. 011/4313-0134), and Pullman del Sur (tel. 011/4315-0010). For the Peruvian capital of Lima (via Chile, a 72-hour marathon, US$190), the choices are El Rápido Internacional (tel. 011/4311-3757) and Ormeño Internacional (tel. 011/4313-2259).




BY TRAIN

Railroads were once the pride of the transportation system, but most Argentines now get around by bus. There are still long-distance trains to the southern beach resorts in and around Mar del Plata, northwest to the cities of Rosario, Córdoba, and Tucumán, and to the Mesopotamian city of Posadas.

From Constitución, Ferrobaires (tel. 011/4304-0028, www.ferrobaires.gba.gov.ar) goes to Mar del Plata and, in summer, to Pinamar. One-way fares range from US$14 (in stiff-backed clase única) to US$19 (reclining Pullman seats). The less frequent Expreso del Atlántico (US$23) and El Marplatense (US$25) are more comfortable.

From Retiro, Trenes de Buenos Aires (TBA, tel. 011/4317-4400 or 0800/333-3822, www.tbanet.com.ar) goes to Rosario Norte (5.5 hours, US$10) and points along the way weekdays only at 6:43 P.M.

Also from Retiro, Ferrocentral (tel. 011/4312-2989, www.ferrocentralsa.com.ar) goes to Rosario Norte (6 hours, US$6–15) and Córdoba (14.5 hours) at 8:50 A.M. Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. Rates to Córdoba are US$6 turista, US$8 primera, and US$25 Pullman. Ferrocentral also goes to Rosario and Tucumán (25 hours) Monday and Friday at 10:40 A.M. Rates to Tucumán are US$13 turista, US$18 primera, US$34 Pullman, and US$78 d with breakfast in camarote sleepers. Tickets go fast because it’s cheap; the office is open 10 A.M.–6 P.M. weekdays and 9 A.M.–1 P.M. Saturday.




BY BOAT

At Puerto Madero’s Dársena Norte, Buquebús (Avenida Antártida Argentina 821, tel. 011/4316-6405, www.buquebus.com) sails to Colonia and Montevideo; it also has a ticket office at Avenida Córdoba 789, Retiro. Services and fares vary, depending on the vessel—the Eladia Isabel, for instance, has the cheapest but slowest crossing to Colonia (3 hours, US$25–45 pp), while the high-speed ferries Juan Patricio and Patricia Oliva II cover the longer distance to Montevideo (2.5 hours, US$67–111) in roughly the same time. Fares and frequencies vary according to the season.

Buquebús now has competition from Colonia Express (Avenida Córdoba 753, tel. 011/4317-4100, www.coloniaexpress.com), which leaves from its own Terminal Fluvial Colonia Express (Dársena Sur, Avenida Pedro de Mendoza 330, La Boca). Fares to Colonia range US$27–34, to Montevideo US$35–54, but there are occasional Web specials as low as US$5 to Colonia and US$10 to Montevideo.






Getting Around


AIRPORTS

Buenos Aires has two airports, both operated by the private concessionaire Aeropuertos Argentinos 2000 (tel. 011/5480-6111, www.aa2000.com.ar). The main international facility is Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini, 35 kilometers southwest of downtown, popularly called Ezeiza after its namesake suburb. The other is Palermo’s Aeroparque Jorge Newbery (Avenida Costanera Rafael Obligado s/n), which is primarily domestic but handles a few international flights from neighboring countries.

International passengers leaving from Ezeiza pay a US$30.50 departure tax, payable in local currency or U.S. dollars; US$18 of this is normally collected on departure. On flights shorter than 300 kilometers to neighboring countries, such as Uruguay, the tax is only US$6; on domestic flights from Aeroparque, it’s about US$3. These latter fees are normally included in the ticket price.

There is a variety of options for getting to and from the airports, ranging from colectivos (city buses) to shuttles, metered taxis, and remises (meterless taxis).

Colectivos are the cheapest option, but they are more practical for close-in Aeroparque than distant Ezeiza, as they take circuitous routes on surface streets. To Aeroparque (about US$0.30), the options are No. 33 from Plaza de Mayo, the Microcentro, and Retiro; No. 37-C (“Ciudad Universitaria”) from Plaza del Congreso, Avenida Callao, Avenida Las Heras, and Plaza Italia; No. 45 northbound from Plaza Constitución, Plaza San Martín, or Retiro; and No. 160-C or 160-D from Avenida Las Heras or Plaza Italia. Return buses leave from the Avenida Costanera Rafael Obligado, a short walk outside the terminal.

To Ezeiza (about US$0.75), the backpackers’ pick is the No. 86-A (“Aeropuerto”), from La Boca to Plaza de Mayo, Plaza del Congreso, and onward, but the roundabout route takes up to two hours. Servicio Diferencial buses cost more (US$2.60) but have comfortable reclining seats. At Ezeiza, both leave from just outside the Aerolíneas Argentinas terminal, a short distance from the main international terminal.

Manuel Tienda León (Avenida Madero and San Martín, Retiro, tel. 011/4315-5115 or 0810/888-5366, www.tiendaleon.com.ar) runs frequent buses to and from Ezeiza (US$12) and to Aeroparque (US$4); buses from Ezeiza make connections to Aeroparque for domestic flights, and also include door-to-door taxi service from Tienda León’s Retiro terminal.

Taxis and remises offer door-to-door service and are no more expensive than shuttles for three or more people. Manuel Tienda León and many other companies, such as Transfer Express (tel. 0800/444-4872) and Naon Remises (tel. 011/4545-6500), have remises to Aeroparque (US$6) and Ezeiza (US$25–35). Both remises and taxis usually tack on tolls to Ezeiza (about US$1).




COLECTIVOS (BUSES)

More than 200 separate bus routes serve the Capital Federal and Gran Buenos Aires, but most visitors and even residents need to know fairly few of them. It’s helpful, though, to have one of the annually updated city atlases, such as the Guía Lumi or Guía T, with detailed itineraries; abbreviated pocket versions are also available. Newsstand kiosks and bookstores normally sell these.

Route signs, at fixed stops, do not always indicate the bus’s itinerary. In the absence of a written guide, ask someone—porteños often know the system by heart and are generous with information. Fares depend on distance traveled, but most are US$0.35 or less; on telling the driver your destination, he will enter the fare in the automatic ticket machine, which takes only coins but does give small change. Rechargeable electronic tickets are in the works.

 


See RIDING THE SUBTE




TRAINS

Buenos Aires has two rail systems: the subway that serves the Capital Federal, and a series of surface commuter trains, connecting downtown with more distant suburbs.

Privatized in 1994 and popularly known as the Subte, the Buenos Aires subway opened in 1913 and is still the fastest way to get around town. South America’s first underground railway, the 13th in the world, has modernized and expanded in recent years, but some antique cars, with their varnished but worn woodwork, and stations with elaborately tiled but chipped murals recall early-20th-century Argentina’s prosperity and optimism.

The private concessionaire Metrovías (www.metrovias.com.ar) operates the six existing underground lines, including the new (but incomplete) transverse Línea H. At present there are 76 stations for 44.1 kilometers of track; the system carries about 262 million passengers per year.

Since taking over the system, Metrovías has also improved the rolling stock, extended existing lines, modernized many stations, and built new ones. Electronic tickets have replaced the traditional Subte fichas (tokens), but while this may be more efficient than in the past, it also means lots of litter; rechargeable electronic cards may change this. Ventilation remains poor in many stations, though some newer cars are air-conditioned.

The most useful and best suburban rail line is the Ferrocarril Mitre, operated by Trenes de Buenos Aires (TBA, tel. 011/4317-4400 or 0800/333-3822, www.tbanet.com.ar), which connects the classic Estación Retiro (Avenida Ramos Mejía 1302) with Belgrano and Zona Norte suburbs including Vicente López, Olivos, Martínez, San Isidro, and Tigre.

TBA also operates the Ferrocarril Sarmiento from Estación Once (Avenida Pueyrredón y Bartolomé Mitre; Subte: Plaza Miserere), which goes to western destinations like Moreno, with connections to Luján. Unlike the immaculate Mitre, this is a run-down line.

In mid-2007 the Kirchner government renationalized the Ferrocarril Roca, then run by Transportes Metropolitano (tel. 0800/362-7622, www.ugofe.com.ar), which operates from Estación Constitución (Avenida Brasil and Lima) to the Buenos Aires provincial capital of La Plata and intermediates. The government has spoken of creating a new state rail system with private partners.




CAR RENTAL

For reasons of safety (ferocious traffic) and practicality (no parking and cheap taxis), driving in Buenos Aires makes no sense, but a car can be useful for excursions. Rental agencies include Avis (Cerrito 1527, Retiro, tel. 011/4326-5542); Dollar (San Martín 945, Retiro, tel. 011/4315-8800); Hertz (Paraguay 1138, Retiro, tel. 011/4815-6789); Localiza (Lima 969, Constitución, tel. 011/4382-9267); and Thrifty (Carlos Pellegrini 1576, Local 24, Retiro, tel. 011/4326-0418).






Vicinity of Buenos Aires

When the pressures of city living grow great, porteños escape to the suburbs and countryside of Buenos Aires Province and across the river to Uruguay. When the capital swelters in summer heat, the Paraná’s maze of forested channels is just close enough for an afternoon off, but there’s plenty to do for a day trip, a weekend, or even longer. Fewer than 4,000 people, many of whom traditionally bring their produce to Tigre’s Mercado de Frutos, live in the 950 square kilometers of “the islands.”


TIGRE

After decades of decay, the flood-prone riverside city of Tigre itself seems to be experiencing a renaissance. The train stations are renovated, the streets clean, the houses brightly painted and many restored, and it remains the point of departure for delta retreats and historic Isla Martín García. In a decade, the population zoomed from a little more than 250,000 to some 300,000.

From its beginnings as a humble colonial port for Buenos Aires–destined charcoal from the delta, Tigre languished until the railroad linked it to the capital in 1865. From the late 19th century, it became a summer sanctuary for the porteño elite, who built imposing mansions, and prestigious rowing clubs ran regattas on the river. After the 1920s, though, it settled into a subtropical torpor until its recent revival.

Tigre is 27 kilometers north of Buenos Aires at the confluence of the north-flowing Río Tigre and the Río Luján, which drains southeast into the Río de la Plata. The delta’s main channel, parallel to the Río Luján, is the Río Paraná de las Palmas.

East of the Río Tigre, the town is primarily commercial. West of the river, it’s largely residential.
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Buenos Aires Rowing Club in Tigre





Sights

On the Río Tigre’s right bank, along Avenida General Mitre, two classic rowing clubs are symbols of bygone elegance: dating from 1873, the Anglophile Buenos Aires Rowing Club (Mitre 226), and its 1910 Italian counterpart the Club Canottierri Italiani (Mitre 74). Both still function, but they’re not the exclusive institutions they once were.

Unfortunately, Tigre’s revival has also brought fast-food franchises and the dreadful Parque de la Costa (Pereyra s/n, tel. 011/4002-6000, www.parquedelacosta.com.ar, 11 A.M.–midnight, Wed.–Sun.), a cheesy theme park. Open admission, valid for all rides and games, costs US$10–17, but is free for children under three.

East of Parque de la Costa is the Puerto de Frutos (Sarmiento 160, tel. 011/4512-4493, www.puertodefrutos-arg.com.ar); though its docks no longer buzz with produce transported by launches from the deepest delta, it is home to a revitalized crafts fair that’s open 11 A.M.–7 P.M. daily but is most active on weekends. Handcrafted wicker furniture and basketry, as well as flower arrangements, are unique to the area.

In the residential zone across the river, the Museo de la Reconquista (Liniers 818, tel. 011/4512-4496, 10 A.M.–6 P.M. Wed.–Sun., free) was the Spanish Viceroy’s command post while the British occupied Buenos Aires in 1806 and 1807. More than just a military memorial, it chronicles the delta, ecclesiastical history, and Tigre’s golden age from the 1880s to the 1920s.

Several blocks north, fronting on the Río Luján, the Museo Naval de la Nación (Paseo Victorica 602, tel. 011/4749-0608, US$0.80) occupies the former Talleres Nacionales de Marina (1879), a cavernous naval repair station that closed as military vessels got too large for its facilities; it now chronicles Argentine naval history from its beginnings under Irishman Guillermo Brown to the present. Despite occasional jingoism, it houses a remarkable collection of model ships, along with maps and colonial portraits (including Spanish scientist Juan de Ulloa). An open-air sector includes naval aircraft and the bridge of a ship destroyed during the 1982 Falklands war. Hours are 8:30 A.M.–5:30 P.M. weekdays, 10:30 A.M.–6:30 P.M. weekends.

 


See TRAVEL IN URUGUAY

 



The city’s newest landmark is the Museo de Arte Tigre (Paseo Victorica 972, tel. 011/4512-4528, www.mat.gov.ar, US$1.25), which houses figurative works by Argentine artists from the late 19th to the 20th century. Showcasing artists such as Benito Quinquela Martín and Juan Carlos Castagnino, it occupies the spectacularly restored Tigre Club (1913), a belle époque edifice that once housed a hotel-casino. Hours are 9 A.M.–7 P.M. Wednesday–Friday, with guided tours at 11 A.M. and 4 P.M., and noon–7 P.M. weekends and holidays, when guided tours take place at 1, 3, and 5 P.M.




Practicalities

In a recycled mansion on the west side of the Río Tigre, the family-run Casona la Ruchi (Lavalle 557, tel. 011/4749-2499, www.casonalaruchi.com.ar, US$55 d with shared bath) has five spacious rooms, attractive gardens, and a pool.

Standard Argentine eateries are a dime a dozen at locales like the Mercado de Frutos. For a more sophisticated menu on a shady riverside terrace with good service, try [image: e9781598806755_i0144.jpg] María Luján (Paseo Victorica 611, tel. 011/4731-9613, www.ilnovomariadellujan.com). Homemade pastas cost around US$7–10, more elaborate dishes around US$9–12.

In the Nueva Estación Fluvial, the Ente Municipal de Turismo (Mitre 305, tel. 011/4512-4497 or 0800/888-8447, www.tigre.gov.ar) is open 9 A.M.–5 P.M. daily. The private website Tigre Tiene Todo (www.tigretienetodo.com.ar) is also useful for services.




Getting There and Around

Tigre is well connected to Buenos Aires by bus and train, but heavy traffic on the Panamericana Norte makes the bus slow. Through the delta, there are numerous local launches and even international service to the Uruguayan ports of Carmelo and Nueva Palmira.

The No. 60 colectivo from downtown Buenos Aires runs 24 hours a day, but when traffic’s heavy it takes two hours to reach Tigre.

Tigre has two train stations. From Retiro, Trenes de Buenos Aires (TBA) operates frequent commuter trains (US$0.40) on the Ferrocarril Mitre from the capital to Estación Tigre; it’s also possible to board these trains in Belgrano or suburban stations.

Also from Retiro, a separate branch of the Mitre line runs to Estación Bartolomé Mitre, where passengers transfer at Estación Maipú to the Tren de la Costa (www.trendelacosta.com.ar), a tourist train that runs through several riverside communities and shopping centers to its terminus at Estación Delta, at the entrance to the Parque de la Costa. This costs about US$3, including intermediate stops.

From Tigre’s Nueva Estación Fluvial (Mitre 319), several companies offer lanchas colectivas, river-bound buses that drop off and pick up passengers at docks throughout the delta. Among them are Interisleña (tel. 011/4749-0900), Líneas Delta Argentino (tel. 011/4749-0537, www.lineasdelta.com.ar), and Jilguero (tel. 011/4749-0987). Marsili (tel. 011/15-4413-4123) and Giacomotti (tel. 011/4749-1896) use smaller lanchas taxi.

Cacciola (Lavalle 520, tel./fax 011/4749-0329, www.cacciolaviajes.com) has daily launches to Carmelo, Uruguay, at 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. (2.5 hours, US$16), with bus connections to Montevideo (US$8.50 more). Fast, new catamarans make the trip quicker and more comfortable than it once was, but it also means they use broader, less scenic channels to get there.

Líneas Delta Argentino also operates launches to the Uruguayan town of Colonia (3.5 hours, US$20) daily at 7:30 A.M.; it also goes to Nueva Palmira, Uruguay (3 hours, US$15), west of Carmelo, at 7:30 A.M. daily, with an additional Friday sailing at 5 P.M. While launches leave from Cacciola’s international terminal, sales take place at Delta Argentino’s, across the river.






THE DELTA

Tigre itself may have been revitalized, but many rusting hulks still line the Paraná’s inner channels. Farther from Tigre, where colonial smugglers often hid from Spanish officials, summer houses stand on palafitos (pilings) to prevent—not always successfully—their being flooded.

Many operators at Tigre’s Nueva Estación Fluvial and the Puerto de Frutos offer 40- to 90-minute excursions that are, metaphorically speaking, enough to get your feet wet in the delta. It’s also possible to use the lanchas colectivas to get where you want to go, including hotels and restaurants. A word of warning: powerboat-ers, especially on “personal watercraft,” can be as reckless as motorists—don’t jump in the water without looking around first.

A favorite excursion is the Museo Histórico Sarmiento (Río Sarmiento and Arroyo Los Reyes, tel. 011/4728-0570). Dating from 1855, built from fruit boxes and now encased by glass, President Domingo F. Sarmiento’s onetime summer residence preserves some of his personal effects. Open 10 A.M.–6 P.M. Wednesday–Sunday, it charges no admission; a one-kilometer footpath leads through a typical gallery forest.


Accommodations and Food

Both accommodations and dining options are increasing in the delta. The following is just a sample of what is now available.

On the Río San Antonio, about 50 minutes from Tigre by Interisleña, rates at Hotel I’Marangatú (tel. 011/4749-6765, www.i-marangatu.com.ar, US$50–65 s, US$66–79 d) include breakfast and dinner.

About 80 minutes from Tigre by Delta Argentino launch, the Marco Polo Inn Náutico (Paraná de las Palmas and Cruz Colorada, tel. 011/4728-0395, www.marcopoloinnnautico.com, US$63–73 s or d) is a Hostelling International affiliate with its own sandy beach, a separate pool, a restaurant, and a spa in the works. The accommodations are simple and relatively small, but bright and cheerful; the higher-priced rooms have air-conditioning.

On Canal Honda off the Paraná de las Palmas, about 90 minutes from Tigre by Delta Argentino, Río Laura Hotel & Resort (tel. 011/4728-1019, www.riohotellaura.com.ar, US$100–167 s or d) has ample standard rooms and a handful of larger suites with whirlpool tubs. Its restaurant offers river fish such as surubí.

On Río Tres Bocas, about 25 minutes from Tigre by Interisleña, La Riviera (Río Sarmiento 356, tel. 011/4728-0177) offers outdoor dining in good weather, with a wide selection of beef, fish, and pasta dishes.




[image: e9781598806755_i0145.jpg] Isla Martín García

Almost within swimming distance of Carmelo (Uruguay), the Precambrian bedrock island of Martín García boasts a fascinating history, lush woodlands, and an almost unmatchable tranquility as a retreat from the frenzy of the federal capital and even provincial suburbs.

Only 3.5 kilometers off the Uruguayan coast but 33.5 kilometers from Tigre, 168-hectare Martín García rises 27 meters above sea level. Its native vegetation is dense gallery forest; part of it is a zona intangible provincial forest reserve.


HISTORY

Spanish navigator Juan Díaz de Solís was the first European to see the island, naming it for one of his crewmen who died there in 1516. In colonial times it often changed hands before coming under firm Spanish control in 1777; in 1814 Guillermo Brown, the Argentine navy’s Irish founder, captured it for the United Provinces of the River Plate. For a time, mainlanders quarried its granite bedrock for building materials.

For a century (1870–1970) the navy controlled the island, and it served as a political prison and a regular penal colony; it was also a quarantine base for European immigrants. While serving as Colombia’s consul in Buenos Aires, Nicaraguan poet Rubén Darío (1867–1916) lived here briefly.

Political detainees have included presidents Marcelo T. de Alvear (in 1932, after his presidency), Hipólito Yrigoyen (twice in the 1930s), Juan Domingo Perón (1945, before his election), and Arturo Frondizi (1962–1963). In World War II’s early months, Argentina briefly incarcerated German crewmen from the battleship Graf Spee, scuttled off Montevideo in December 1939.

While the island passed to the United Provinces at independence, it was not explicitly Argentine until a 1973 agreement with Uruguay (one of the United Provinces). After the navy departed, the Buenos Aires provincial Servicio Penitenciario used it as a halfway house for ordinary convicts, but it was also a detention and torture site during the 1976–1983 dictatorship.




SIGHTS

Uphill from the muelle pasajero (passenger pier), opposite the meticulously landscaped Plaza Guillermo Brown, the island’s Oficina de Informes was, until recently, the Servicio Penitenciario’s headquarters. It now houses provincial park rangers. Several antique baterías (gun emplacements) line the south shore.

At the plaza’s upper end stand ruins of the onetime Cuartel (military barracks), which later became jail cells. Clustered together nearby are the Cine-Teatro, the former theater, with its gold-tinted rococo details; the Museo de la Isla (Island Museum); and the former Casa Médicos de Lazareto, the quarantine center that is now the Centro de Interpretación Ecológica (Environmental Interpretation Center).

Opposite the Cuartel, the Panadería Rocío (1913) is a bakery that makes celebrated fruitcakes; farther inland, the now-unused faro (lighthouse, 1881) rises above the trees. To the north, the graves of conscripts who died in an early-20th-century epidemic dot the isolated cementerio (cemetery).

At the island’s northwest end, trees and vines grow among the crumbling structures of the so-called Barrio Chino (Chinatown), marking the Puerto Viejo, the sediment-clogged former port. Across the island, beyond the airstrip, similar vegetation grows in the Zona Intangible, which is closed to the public.




RECREATION

Though the island offers outstanding walking and bird-watching, the river is not suitable for swimming. The restaurant Comedor El Solís, though, has a swimming pool open to the public.




ACCOMMODATIONS AND FOOD

Crowded in summer and on weekends, Camping Martín García (tel. 011/4728-1808) charges US$3 pp for tent campers, with discounts for two or more nights; reservations are advisable for hostel bunks with shared bath (US$5 pp) or with private bath (US$7 pp). Cacciola’s Hostería Martín García charges US$85 pp for full-board packages that include transportation from Tigre. Each additional night costs US$44 pp.

Cacciola’s restaurant Fragata Hércules is decent enough, but Comedor El Solís is at least as good and a bit cheaper; in winter, however, the Solís may be closed. Panadería Rocío is known for its fruitcakes.




GETTING THERE AND AROUND

On the Río Tigre’s west bank, Cacciola (Lavalle 520, tel. 011/4749-0329, www.cacciolaviajes.com) offers day trips Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday at 9 A.M., but passengers should get there half an hour earlier. Arriving around noon, the tour includes an aperitif on arrival, a guided visit, and lunch at Cacciola’s Fragata Hércules. It returns to Tigre around 5 P.M., but again, get to the dock early. There is ample time for just roaming around.

Cacciola also has a Microcentro office (Florida 520, 1st floor, Oficina 113, tel. 011/4393-6100). Fares for a full-day excursion are US$37 for adults, US$28 for children ages 3–9, including port charges. Transportation alone costs US$20 per adult, US$19 per child.

 


Return to HIGHLIGHTS


THE PORTEÑO PSYCHE

When Berkeley grad student Mariano Ben Plotkin arrived in Buenos Aires on vacation, his aunt questioned him about California’s cost of living, which she found astonishingly cheap. On hearing his item-by-item accounting, the porteña psychoanalyst commented, “Oh, now I understand–there you don’t need to budget for psychoanalysis.”

New Yorkers may chatter about their therapists, but porteños can match or surpass them–here, psychoanalysis and other therapies are not for the upper and upper-middle classes alone. During registration at the Universidad de Buenos Aires medical school, a flurry of flyers offers psychoanalysis and psychotherapy with UBA professionals–the first session free–for individuals, couples, and groups. Subte handouts declare that “Asking for help is the start of solving the problem” and tempt commuters with “unlimited sessions.”

In recent years the therapy obsession may have been a function of economic crisis, and even the former corralito banking restrictions have been interpreted in this context. In an early 2002 interview with National Public Radio’s Martin Kaste, a Freudian psychiatrist argued that “Money has a certain symbolic equivalence to the penis. People put their money in the bank, but at the moment they want to withdraw it they lose their money, so this produces a castration anxiety.”

Another claimed that “sexual desire has also been caught in the corralito–men worry about lack of desire and premature ejaculation, and women are unable to have orgasms.” The 2002 Festival de Tango even included a session on Tango de Autoayuda (Self-Help Tango).

Meanwhile, angry real-estate brokers picketed the residence of caretaker President Eduardo Duhalde, himself a former real-estate agent, but not necessarily in hope of any relief for a frozen real-estate market. Rather, proclaimed one protestor, “This turned into our therapy, a place to set our anguish free.”

Therapy, though, is not just a function of the times; it began with the 1930s arrival of Jewish refugees from Europe. Ben Plotkin himself has chronicled this tale in Freud on the Pampas: the Emergence and Development of a Psychoanalytic Culture in Argentina (Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University Press, 2001).

Many of Buenos Aires’s thousands of shrinks practice in Palermo’s so-called Villa Freud, an area bounded by Avenida Santa Fe, Avenida Las Heras, Avenida Scalabrini Ortiz, and Avenida Coronel Díaz. Patients can top off their meds at the Farmacia Villa Freud (Medrano 1773, tel. 011/4825-2612). One online magazine specializes in listings for professional office rentals, and even acting classes are often exercises in therapy.

Institutions add to the therapeutic ambience. The Asociación Psicoanalítica Argentina (Rodríguez Peña 1674, tel. 011/4812-3518, www.apa.org.ar) once organized a month-long exhibition on “Psychoanalysis, Culture, and Crisis” at the Centro Cultural Borges. The Museo de Psicología Horacio Piñeiro (Avenida Independencia 3065, 3rd floor, tel. 011/4931-5434, 9 A.M.–6 P.M. Mon. and Fri.) recounts the experimental efforts of an early-20th-century pioneer.

Villa Freud’s locus, though, is Librería Paidós (Avenida Las Heras 3741, tel. 011/4801-2860, www.libreriapaidos.com.ar), an inconspicuous bookstore in the Galería Las Heras.

In Argentine cinema, therapy is as common as in Woody Allen films–in Rodolfo Durán’s 2007 comedy Terapias Alternativas (Alternative Therapies), an apathetic loner psychoanalyst winds up unexpectedly caring for his own son by a brief relationship and simultaneously sharing accommodations with a suicidal patient. Allen himself is a great favorite, and for that matter, he once suggested he might film in Buenos Aires.

More recently, a hit play on Avenida Corrientes went by the title Therapy: If Only Freud Could See This, but such matters are not always humorous. In the summer of 2010, after junior lightweight boxer Rodrigo “The Hyena” Barrios killed a pregnant woman in a Mar del Plata hit-and-run, he took several hours to surrender to police, apparently to avoid alcohol and drug tests. In the ensuing days, he managed to remain free on bail as he underwent “psychological testing.”




ORGANIZED TOURS

Some of the city’s best guided tours are available through the municipal tourist office on Saturday and Sunday, often but not always with English-speaking guides. The complete schedule appears on the city government’s website (www.bue.gov.ar). In case of rain, the tours are canceled, and they usually do not take place in the summer months of January and February.

For conventional tours of the capital and vicinity, including the Microcentro, Recoleta and Palermo, and San Telmo and La Boca, a frequent choice is Buenos Aires Visión (Esmeralda 356, 8th floor, tel. 011/4394-2986, www.buenosaires-vision.com.ar).

Highly recommended Eternautas (Avenida Presidente Julio A. Roca 584, 7th floor, tel. 011/5031-9916 or 011/15-4173-1078, www.eternautas.com) is an organization of professional historians who offer inexpensive walking tours and longer half-day excursions, such as “El Otro Sur,” a fascinating three-hour bus tour (US$30 pp) through working-class southern barrios like Barracas, Nueva Pompeya, Parque Patricios, and Boedo. They also go farther afield to such places as La Plata and San Antonio de Areco.

By its very name, Tangol (Florida 971, Local 31, tel. 011/4312-7276, www.tangol.com) combines those two porteño passions, tango and soccer (¡go-o-ol!), in its offerings. It also does excursions farther afield in Buenos Aires Province and elsewhere. For a commercial website it’s surprisingly informative as well.

Travel Line Argentina (Esmeralda 770, 10th floor, Oficina B, tel. 011/4393-9000, www.travelline.com.ar) conducts specialty excursions such as its “Evita Tour” (4 hours, US$55), which takes in the CGT labor headquarters, Luna Park Stadium, the Perón and Duarte residences, and other locales associated with Evita’s meteoric career.

One unique option is Cicerones de Buenos Aires (J. J. Biedma 883, tel. 011/5258-0909, www.cicerones.org.ar), a nonprofit that matches visitors with enthusiastic nonprofessional guides who can provide a resident’s perspective on the city.

For self-guided visitors, a good new option is Buenos Aires Bus (Avenida Roque Sáenz Peña 846, 10th floor, tel. 011/5239-5160, www.buenosairesbus.com), an on-and-off transportation system that links various attractions and destinations, with a dozen stops throughout the city from La Boca to Palermo, between 9 A.M. and 8 P.M. A one-day ticket costs US$13 pp, but a two-day ticket only US$2.50 more; there is also a nightlife bus through Recoleta and Palermo.




EVITA ON TOUR

Eva Perón became famous for her visit to Europe in 1947 when, as representative of an Argentina that emerged from World War II as an economic powerhouse, she helped legitimize a shaky Franco regime in Spain and, despite missteps, impressed other war-ravaged European countries with Argentina’s potential. But even her death five years later did not stop her from touring.

Millions of Argentines said adios to Evita in a cortege that took hours to travel up Avenida de Mayo from the Casa Rosada to the Congreso Nacional, where her corpse lay in state. She then found a temporary resting place at the Confederación General del Trabajo (CGT, the Peronist trade union), where the shadowy Spanish physician Pedro Ara gave the body a mummification treatment worthy of Lenin in preparation for a monument to honor her legacy.

Evita remained at the CGT until 1955, when anti-Peronist General Pedro Aramburu took power and ordered her removal. Eventually, after a series of whistle-stops that included the office of an officer who apparently became infatuated with the mummy, Aramburu shipped her to an anonymous grave near Milan, Italy–even as a cadaver, Evita was a symbolic reminder of Peronism’s durability.

Despite banning the party, Aramburu had reason to worry. For many years Argentines dared not even speak Perón’s name while the former strongman lived in luxury near Madrid. In 1970, though, as Argentine politics came undone in an era of revolutionary ferment, left-wing Montoneros guerrillas kidnapped Aramburu and demanded to know Evita’s whereabouts.

When Aramburu refused to answer, they executed him and issued a statement that they would hold the body hostage until Evita was returned to “the people.” A common slogan of the time was “Si Evita viviera, sería Montonera” (If Evita were alive, she would be a Montonera); Perón, however, detested the leftists even as he cynically encouraged them to assist his return to power.

The police found Aramburu’s body before any postmortem prisoner swap could take place, but a notary in whom Aramburu had confided came forward with information as to Evita’s whereabouts. In September 1971, Perón was stunned when a truck bearing Evita’s casket and corpse arrived at his Madrid residence; remarried to dancer María Estela (Isabelita) Martínez, he neither expected nor wanted any such thing. With the mummy in the attic, meanwhile, Perón’s bizarre spiritualist adviser José López Rega used the opportunity to try to transfer Evita’s essence into Isabelita’s body.

In 1973, Perón finally returned–leaving Evita in Madrid–and was soon elected president with Isabelita as his vice president. Meanwhile, the Montoneros once again kidnapped Aramburu–from his Recoleta crypt–until Evita’s return.

Angry but ill and senile, Perón died the next year, and succeeding president Isabelita flew Evita’s corpse on a charter from Madrid to the presidential residence at Olivos, just north of the capital. It stayed there until March 1976, when General Jorge Rafael Videla’s junta overthrew Perón’s living legacy.

At Recoleta, Evita finally achieved the respectability that she envied and resented during her rise to power. Though she was an illegitimate child who went by her mother’s surname, Ibar-guren, she landed in the family crypt of her father, Juan Duarte, a provincial landowner–only a short walk from Aramburu’s tomb.

Even that may not end Evita’s wanderings. In mid-2002 there were rumors of yet another move–to San Telmo’s Franciscan convent at Defensa and Alsina (ironically enough, it was set on fire by Peronist mobs in 1955, but it’s also the burial place of her confessor Pedro Errecart). Another possibility is the new mausoleum at Juan Perón’s quinta (country house) in the southern suburb of San Vicente, which holds his remains after a chaotic move from Chacarita in late 2006 (when a brawl between rival unions erupted into gunfire).

Isabelita, for her part, was even willing to see Evita lie alongside her late husband. The main objection, it seems, is that Isabelita, former caretaker president Eduardo Duhalde, and other Peronist politicians like the idea better than the Duarte heirs do.




FERIAS OF BUENOS AIRES

For sightseers and spontaneous shoppers alike, Buenos Aires’s diverse ferias (street fairs) are one of the city’s greatest pleasures. The most prominent is Sunday’s Feria de San Pedro Telmo, which fills Plaza Dorrego and surrounding streets–authorities close Calle Defensa to vehicle traffic–with booths full of antiques, filete paintings, and other crafts. There are professional tango musicians and dancers, and dozens of other street performers range from embarrassingly mundane to truly innovative. Running roughly 10 A.M.–5 P.M., it also involves sidewalk cafés and nearby upscale antiques shops.

So successful is the Feria de San Pedro Telmo that it has aided the now-thriving Feria Parque Lezama, a Sunday crafts fair that has gradually spread north from its namesake park up Defensa and under the freeway; only the broad Avenida San Juan has managed to stop it. Parque Lezama also gets Sunday street performers, though not as many as Plaza Dorrego.

In La Boca, the Feria Artesanal Plazoleta Vuelta de Rocha (Avenida Pedro de Mendoza and Puerto de Palos) takes place weekends and holidays 10 A.M.–6 P.M.; along the length of the nearby Caminito, painters, illustrators, and sculptors sell their works in the Feria del Caminito, open 10 A.M.–6 P.M. daily.

After San Telmo, the most frequented feria is Recoleta’s crafts-oriented Feria Plaza Intendente Alvear. Immediately northeast of the Centro Cultural Recoleta, also strong on street performers, it has begun to stretch south along Junín; hours are 9 A.M.–7 P.M. weekends and holidays.

On weekends and holidays, crafts stalls cover most of Belgrano’s main square at the easygoing Feria Artesanal Plaza General Manuel Belgrano (Juramento and Cuba). Hours are 9 A.M.–7 P.M. or even later, when it gets better.

Gauchesco traditions thrive in the weekend Feria de Mataderos, where city-bound paisanos (countrymen) and would-be paisanos immerse themselves in the nostalgia of the campo (countryside). In addition to a diverse crafts selection, this spirited street fair features open-air parrilladas (mixed grills) and regional delicacies like tamales along with live music and dancing in rural styles such as chamamé, horseback races, and even–during Carnaval–a neighborhood murga (troupe) to kick off the season in the style of northwestern Jujuy Province. In the southwesterly barrio of Mataderos, in the streets surrounding the arcades of the former Mercado de Hacienda (Lisandro de la Torre and Avenida de los Corrales), the feria (www.feriademataderos.com.ar) is about an hour from the Microcentro by colectivo No. 180 and ramal (branch) 155 from Tucumán, Talcahuano, or Lavalle. In summer it takes place 6 P.M.–midnight Saturday; the rest of the year, it starts at 11 A.M. Sunday.




THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

Rather than renting a hotel room, visitors spending at least a week in Buenos Aires should consider renting an apartment and living in a neighborhood. Shopping in the same place every day, buying a newspaper from the corner kiosk, learning the bus lines and Subte system, and establishing a rapport with the portero (doorman) give a traveler the chance to be part of local society. It’s especially good if you wish to stay in a neighborhood like Palermo or Belgrano, which have relatively few accommodations.
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