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Francesca Simon spent her childhood on the beach in California, and then went to Yale and Oxford Universities to study medieval history and literature. She now lives in London with her family. She has written over fifty books and won the Children’s Book of the Year in 2008 at the Galaxy British Book Awards for Horrid Henry and the Abominable Snowman.


Tony Ross is one of Britain’s best-known illustrators, with many picture books to his name as well as line drawings for many fiction titles. He lives in Wales.




For a complete list of
Horrid Henry titles, visit


www.horridhenry.co.uk


or


www.orionbooks.co.uk
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Hello from Henry
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Hi gang!


Animals! Yeah, we’re talking about REAL animals, not walking dusters like Fat Fluffy. Mum and Dad won’t let me have a snake or a crocodile – it’s so unfair! But a person can dream, can’t he, about blood-squirting horned lizards and deadly black mambas and sixteen tonne elephants squishing Miss Battle-Axe . . . Happy reading! And look out for golden poison dart frogs.


Henry




FIRST FACTS
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The amazing animals in this book come from five families: mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds and fish.


Mammals come in all shapes and sizes – from a shrew so small it can fit on a teaspoon, to a whale so huge that its tongue weighs more than an elephant – but they all have hair, feed their babies milk, and have warm blood.
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Reptiles have scaly skin and cold blood, which they warm up in the sun.


Just like Margaret.


[image: image]


Amphibians live in the water when they are young and live on land as adults. For example, tadpoles turn into frogs (and Margarets). Their skin is smooth, without any scales, feathers or fur. Like reptiles they have cold blood.


Birds are warm-blooded with feathers and wings. Most birds use their wings for flying, but some birds, like ostriches, can’t fly because their wings are too small and weak.


Fish swim in lakes, rivers or the sea, and have cold blood.
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Today there are around


5,000 different types of mammals


7,000 kinds of amphibians (Make that 7,002, including frog-face Margaret and Peter the toad.)


10,000 types of reptiles


10,000 kinds of birds


. . . and 30,000 types of fish.


That’s a grand total of over 60,000 kinds of animals.




MEGA-MONSTERS AND MINI-BEASTS . . .
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A blue whale’s heart is huge! It’s the same size as a small car, with blood vessels big enough for a child to crawl through.
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Newborn blue whale babies weigh nearly three tonnes and drink over 200 litres of milk a day – as much as 100 bottles of fizzywizz.
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