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Introduction


Perhaps you’re a graphic designer, an illustrator, a photographer, or an architect, and you need a slick and professional-looking online portfolio for your work. Perhaps you’re an artist and you need an online gallery; a filmmaker needing to showcase your short films; or a musician wanting to let your fans hear your latest tracks online. Maybe you want to sell your craft creations to a wider audience, or you need to promote your books and your writing on the web. Or it could be that you just want to set up a photo or a video blog to share your creative impulses and insights with other like-minded people.


All kinds of creative people will need an online base or showcase to promote their work and connect with others. Luckily, there are the tools available to allow you to do this, without the necessity of seeking professional assistance.


While it won’t be entirely free—you will always have the costs of hosting your website and there will probably be other expenses as well in getting your site exactly as you want it—creating your website yourself will cost you very much less than hiring someone else to do it for you.


The other benefit of learning how to do it yourself is that you can remain in charge. You can change the look of your site whenever you want, but just as importantly you can make sure that the content you put up there is up to date: your latest projects, your most recent clients, your upcoming exhibition dates, your latest musings or sketches, and so on.


It will take some effort to create your own website. You will need to have the perseverance to understand a little technical stuff, but it’s not technical stuff that is beyond the reach of most people who are comfortable working with their computer, and it will allow you to get the beautiful-looking and engaging website that you’re aiming for. It’s most likely that, being a creative person, you will find the challenge of putting together your own website, and the satisfaction of having created something you’re proud to show people, well worth the effort you’ve put into it.


In this book we will look at some of the beautiful and exciting websites out there that belong to creative people like yourself; these will inspire you and show you elements that you can recreate in your own way on your own website. We’ll then introduce you to WordPress, a fabulous platform allowing you to use a low cost, or free, commercially created template to get a website that looks entirely unique.


Just to make sure you get to grips fully with the nuts and bolts of working with WordPress, we will go into more detail and show you how to create a portfolio/blog site and an e-commerce site, either of which can be used as a starting point for your own website.


Of course, just as important as creating your website is letting the world know about it once it is up and online, and we’ll fill you in on this know-how in the later chapters of the book.


Good luck, and enjoy the creative process of building your own website, and the satisfaction of using it to show your work to other people.




Technology and fashions change quickly. Keep up to date by referring to the companion website that accompanies this book at http://www.creativepersonswebsitebuilder.com








1 GETTING THE BASICS IN PLACE


 





What do you need to get started?





You will need:


* A computer. (It doesn’t matter whether you use a Mac or a PC.)


* An internet connection—everything you do to build your website, you will do online using your internet browser (Internet Explorer, Google Chrome, Firefox, Safari, or Opera, whichever browser you normally use).


* Image-editing software. Many creatives will already use Adobe Photoshop, but if you don’t, you can use a basic free online service such as Pixlr.com (http://pixlr.com) or the free software Gimp (http://www.gimp.org; for both Mac and PC).


* A pen and paper to jot down ideas as you surf the web and leaf through the pages of this book.


You will also need:


* A domain name.


* Hosting for your website.


Your domain name is your website address. It will look something like: www.yourdomain.com.


Your hosting is the space you rent in cyberspace, in which you will construct your website.


Sometimes it makes sense to buy your domain name and your website hosting together.


There are numerous companies through which you can obtain a domain name and your website hosting—we’ll look at some of these on here.
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Pixlr is a very useful free online image-editing tool for those without access to a specialized graphics program.







An alternative to Adobe Photoshop is Photoshop Elements which costs a fraction of the price. It lets you achieve great effects on your photographs, as well carry out other tasks, such as resizing images.
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The beauty of WordPress





WordPress is a free system that allows you to create a stunningly professional-looking website without having to learn how to program.


It’s an immensely popular system—at the time of writing, 17.4 percent of all websites are built using WordPress, far more than any other platform. WordPress is a great solution for creatives because:


* A vast number of designs are available to you.


* There are layouts suitable for all kinds of creative websites.


* You can make your site look completely unique.


* You can keep your site up to date with the very latest information about your work and your projects.


* It’s free to use.


* The designs you can choose from are very good value—some are even free.


* You don’t need any complicated technical know-how.


* It’s relatively simple to use, so you don’t waste your time when you should be concentrating on your main creative projects.


* You don’t need to ask a web designer every time you want to make a change.


* There’s a helpful support community.


* Dozens of add-ons can make your site do exactly what you need it to do.*


* You have complete control over your website.*


* Only applicable to the self-hosted version of WordPress. There is another version of WordPress that is hosted for you, but its scope is more limited (see overleaf).
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http://www.patiperez.com (Architekt theme, Dessign)




In a nutshell, setting up a WordPress site works like this:


1. You install WordPress on your web host.


2. You choose the design (“theme”) that you want to use.


3. You customize the site and add your own content.











Which version of WordPress is right for you?





There are two versions of WordPress available:


* The version that you install on your own website, known as “self-hosted” WordPress.


* The version that is hosted by WordPress for you, known as “WordPress.com.”


“Self-hosted” WordPress is the version we will concentrate on in this book. It allows you absolute flexibility in terms of the design you choose and the extras (“plugins”) you add to your site; you also have total control over it, in that the system, and your content, will be hosted by your own hosting company, rather than by WordPress.


The flipside, of course, is that the technical aspect is entirely your responsibility, from installing WordPress to the maintenance of your website.


For some users, WordPress.com will be ideal in that it is very quick to set up and you will also get a certain amount of instant website traffic from the WordPress.com community.


In summary, if you want to start a creative blog, such as a crafting, cooking, or writing blog, it could be that WordPress.com is the better solution for you. But for anything more complex than a blog, you will want to go down the self-hosted route.


Note also that if you’re planning on selling from your site, self-hosted is the only option available to you, as apart from a simple PayPal “donate” button, you can’t add e-commerce features to a WordPress.com blog.
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WordPress.com is a quick and easy way of getting a blog set up.
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WordPress.org is the home of the self-hosted version of WordPress—the best solution for most creative websites.








WordPress.com or self-hosted WordPress?








	 


	WordPress.com


	Self-hosted WordPress







	Quick to set up


	Yes


	Quite quick







	Easy to set up


	Yes


	Quite easy







	Your own domain name


	Yes (optionally)


	Yes







	Technical knowledge required


	No


	Some







	Responsibility for backups


	No


	Yes







	Ads on your site


	Yes, sometimes (unless you pay to remove them)


	No







	Ability to add plugins


	No


	Yes







	Number of themes (designs) available


	Limited (only the ones they allow you to use)


	Unlimited (any theme you like)







	Customization/tweaking behind the scenes


	Limited


	Unlimited (you can get a programmer to tweak the code, if you ever need to)







	Instant traffic


	Yes


	No







	Unlimited storage space


	You pay for extra space


	Determined by your hosting company, often unlimited







	Costs


	Free. Optional paid-for add-ons such as no ads, optional paid-for themes, and your own domain name


	You need to pay for your own hosting and of course your domain name. Optional paid-for themes




















Choosing your domain name





It’s most likely you’ll want either your name or your business name as your domain name. If the domain name you want is not available, there are plenty of ways of using your creativity to think up an alternative.


One way of coming up with a fun and memorable domain name is to experiment with unusual domain name extensions like .it, .to, .be, or .me.


A tool such as Domai.nr will throw up the different options available if you type in a word as a starting point.


Some examples of fun and clever domain names that use an unusual extension are: isitraining.in teddy.is taskk.it dr.aw designm.ag blo.gs chi.mp ma.tt foot.ie




* TIP


Avoid hyphens—you don’t want to have to point them out each time you quote your domain name. (But this doesn’t stop you purchasing the hyphenated version of your domain name in addition to the domain you’re actually going to use, in order to stop others acquiring it.) If someone has already bagged the domain name you wanted, it’s better to choose something different, rather than settle for the hyphenated version instead.





Which extension to choose?


I would always advise .com rather than .net or .org because it is often assumed in any case and you don’t want to cause confusion—and it also just looks more professional.


A country-specific extension such as .co.uk or .fr is useful if you want to indicate that your business or practice doesn’t have global reach, for example, if you don’t want to ship your products or offer services outside your country.




NEW DOMAIN NAME EXTENSIONS


As of 2013, many new extensions are due to become available such as .art, .agency, .architect, .book, .blog, .design, .film, .movie, .band and .music.
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Domai.nr is a great place to get ideas for inventive domain names using unusual domain extensions.
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Dotomator.com can help you come up with domain name ideas by combining words.








Registering your domain name





Domains are registered with a company called a registrar. It’s important that your domain is registered with a reputable registrar.


Your hosting company (see overleaf) will often include a domain name as part of their package; this is convenient in that it means dealing with one company instead of two.


However, if you are choosing a domain name with a country-specific or more unusual extension, it’s likely that your hosting company will not be able to offer registration for the domain. In this case, you’ll need to use a separate registrar.


Two well-known domain registrars are:


http://www.namecheap.com


http://www.godaddy.com


For international registrations:


http://www.gandi.net


http://www.101domain.com


http://www.marcaria.com







* TIP


Do compare prices. For example, at the time of writing there was a very significant difference between Gandi and Marcaria in the pricing of a .fr domain name.







* TIP


Make sure you register your domain name using an email address you check regularly. You will receive renewal reminders by email to the address you signed up with.
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Gandi.net offers good prices for some international domain extensions.





Godaddy and Namecheap are two well-known and reputable domain name registrars.
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* TIP


You may be offered hosting by your domain name registrar. My advice is always to go with a specialized hosting company (see over), and if they offer you your domain as well, all the better.











Hosting





You need a hosting company with the following criteria:


* It must be capable of running PHP and MySQL* (in order to run WordPress).


* It should feature a “one-click” WordPress install**, which will make your setup quick and easy.


* It must offer 24/7 technical support.


* It must have an excellent “uptime” record—i.e. 99/100% (you don’t want your website to be “down,” ever).


In addition, you may want to choose a hosting package that offers you:


* unlimited storage


* unlimited bandwidth


* unlimited databases


* unlimited email addresses


… in case you want to set up other websites, use your web space to store files, or anticipate a vast amount of traffic to your site.


When signing up for a hosting package, it’s likely that a “shared” hosting package*** will be perfectly adequate for your needs. If in doubt, ask the hosting company, but for the vast majority of cases, it will suit your needs more than sufficiently.







If you’re going to set up a blog with WordPress.com, you won’t need a hosting package, and you’ll probably buy your domain name directly through them.





* About PHP/MySQL:


PHP is a programming language and MySQL is simply the name of the database system your site will be using—there’s no need for you to know anything about these to set up your site.


** About the one-click install system:


You may see this named as Simple Scripts, Fantastico, Installatron, or something else—it doesn’t matter which one-click system your host provides.


*** About “shared” hosting:


“Shared” hosting simply means your site will reside on a server that is shared by other users. This is the most common hosting option, and you’ll never be aware of the other users or actually share anything with them.




MY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HOSTING ARE:


* DreamHost http://www.dreamhost.com


* Bluehost http://www.bluehost.com


These hosting companies are recommended by WordPress themselves and they both tick all the boxes mentioned to the left. It is worth looking at both the companies as they often offer special prices.





A hosting package offering you unlimited space, as with both DreamHost and Bluehost, is an advisable option to go for—you’ll never have to worry about uploading too many images or other content to your site.
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A LOCAL HOSTING COMPANY?


If you speak a language other than English, you may prefer to set your hosting up with a local hosting company, so that the customer service can help you if you have a problem. It’s also worth asking if they can install WordPress for you in your own language.










CHANGING YOUR NAMESERVERS


If you’ve registered your domain name with a registrar and not via your hosting company, you’ll need to connect the domain name and the hosting together, so that your website shows up on your domain name. Your hosting company will provide you with the nameservers you need; log into the management area of your domain name registrar, look for the option to “Transfer DNS to Webhost” or “Change Nameservers,” and paste this information into the fields provided. After you’ve saved the settings, you may have to wait some time to see any change—you’ll know you can begin to work on your new site when you see a holding page appear on your domain, as shown below. (This may take up to 24 hours, though is usually much faster.)


[image: image]











Setting up with WordPress.com





Just to recap, WordPress.com is the version of WordPress that is suitable for blogging, but limits your options for a full-blown site. Most creatives will be using the “full” version, which we’ll see how to set up over the page. Setting up a blog with WordPress.com will take just a couple of minutes.


While setting up, you’ll be taken through a series of steps, including choosing and customizing a “theme” (template) and writing your first blog post. It’s not a problem if you’re not yet ready, as you can access all of the steps again later.
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GET INSTANT TRAFFIC TO YOUR BLOG


When you create your blog posts, make sure you assign tags and categories to them, as this will help your blog appear in the “Topics” list and bring you a flood of new readers.








Once you’re up and running...
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Your WordPress.com dashboard
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Your blog’s administration area




Happy creative blogging with WordPress.com!











Setting up with self-hosted WordPress





Self-hosted WordPress is the full-blown version of the software that most creative people will want to use. If you’ve chosen a hosting company with a one-click install, your self-hosted WordPress setup will be very easy indeed. Your web host will guide you through the process and all you’ll need to do is follow their instructions.


Installing WordPress with DreamHost
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When you’ve completed your install, you can log in at http://www.yourdomain.com/wp-login.php. We’ll carry on with the technical side of creating your website in Chapter 6.





If you’re using a different web host, your WordPress installation will not be done in precisely the same way, but you will be guided through the process by the instructions in your control panel.



Installing WordPress with Bluehost
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2 PLANNING YOUR SITE


 


Let’s look at what you might want to include in your website, before looking at some actual live sites and taking further inspiration from them, both in terms of design and content.


[image: image]







There are thousands of themes ready for customization, suitable for all kinds and styles of creative websites.
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FontFolio (Dessign)
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Snapcase (designcrumbs, ThemeForest)
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Portfolio Theme (Organic Themes)


[image: image]


Un Altro (room122, ThemeForest)
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Gigawatt (Obox Themes)
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PictureThis (CadenGrant, ThemeForest)
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Indie Fest (Foxhound Band Themes)











Getting inspiration





The best way to get inspiration for your own site—in terms of both content and design—is to spend time surfing around with a pen and paper in hand.


What will your website look like?


It will reflect you and your work, but keep in mind what kind of image you are trying to project, and to whom.


* Professional


* Quirky


* Homemade


* Personal


* Modern


* Trendy


* Classic


* Minimal
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Grotesk—http://grotesknyc.com




* TIP


Make a visual record of sites that grab your attention using the built-in print screen function on your computer. On Mac, press Command + Control + Shift + 4, then space, click a window, and paste into a Word, Paint, Photoshop, or other document; on PC, click on the window you want to copy, then press Alt + Prnt Scr, and paste into a document.
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