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  WHEN WE WATCH the television news or read the daily papers, often it’s not the major stories of the day that have the

  greatest impact. We all know the world is awash with corruption, war and economic strife and we don’t necessarily want to be reminded about it 24/7, which is why media outlets, in an attempt

  to lighten the mood, scour the world in search of weird news stories. You know the sort of thing: Taiwanese Man Marries Barbie Doll, Woman Swallowed By Fridge, Moose Steals Bicycle or Driver Blames

  Crash On Pterodactyl. These quirky news items (a disproportionately high number of which, incidentally, seem to occur in Romania) are guaranteed to send us off to work or bed with a smile on our

  faces and the thought that maybe the world isn’t such a terrible place after all. They restore our faith in the absurdity of the human race. How else can you explain why a drink-driving

  suspect would eat his own underwear to beat a breath test or why a 33-year-old woman would pose as her 15-year-old daughter to enrol at high school because she had always wanted to be a

  cheerleader? These are just two of the hundreds of true stories that I have unearthed from the four corners of the globe, covering topics such as crime, sex, health, animals, sport, relationships,

  travel, work and deaths. So if you have ever doubted the saying that truth is stranger than fiction, read on.




  

    Geoff Tibballs
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  MAN CAUGHT WITH PIGEONS DOWN PANTS




  A 23-year-old Australian man stopped by customs officials at Melbourne airport in 2009 was found to have a live pigeon stuffed down each leg of his pants. The man was searched after disembarking

  from a ten-hour flight from Dubai. First, officials discovered two bird eggs hidden in a vitamin container before a further search revealed that the man was wearing tights under his pants –

  and inside each leg was a live pigeon wrapped in a padded envelope. An undeclared aubergine was also found in his luggage. A customs spokesman said: “We have no idea of his

  motives.”




  CAMEL HUMPS FIRE HYDRANT




  A sex-starved male camel at a zoo in Wichita, Kansas, alarmed keepers by taking a fancy to a fire hydrant in his enclosure. When Tommy’s mate died in 1993, he turned his affections to the

  hydrant, vigorously rubbing himself against it for hours on end until officials at Sedgwick County Zoo eventually decided to remove it. His embarrassed keeper, Julie Fritz, said of Tommy’s

  misplaced passion: “If it’s during public hours, I just go hide somewhere. What can I say? The camel doesn’t have a life.”




  GIRAFFE MASTERMINDS CIRCUS BREAKOUT




  A giraffe was the brains behind a mass escape of animals from a travelling Dutch circus in 2008. After the giraffe kicked a hole in their cage, 15 camels, two zebras and an unspecified number of

  llamas and potbellied pigs made a dramatic dawn break for freedom. They were later found wandering around an Amsterdam suburb before being rounded up by police and circus workers.




  GOAT ACCUSED OF ARMED ROBBERY




  Police in Nigeria arrested a goat on suspicion of armed robbery in 2009. Vigilantes seized the black and white goat, claiming that it was an armed robber who had used black magic to transform

  himself into an animal in order to escape after trying to steal a car. A spokesman for police in the eastern state of Kwara confirmed: “The goat is in our custody. Witnesses saw some hoodlums

  attempting to rob a car. One escaped while the other turned into a goat.”




  WOMAN CHASED HOME BY CRAZED SKUNK




  A woman in Salem, Massachusetts, was chased for more than 15 minutes by a rabid skunk in 1997. Carmen LaBrecque, 51, encountered the skunk on her way home and it proceeded to harass her all the

  way back to her property, constantly snapping at her heels. Once there, she was unable to slow down sufficiently to open her front door and reach safety, so instead she had to run around her yard,

  making sure to stay at least a foot ahead of her demonic pursuer. On one lap, she was handed a cell phone by her elderly mother from inside the house and managed to call the police. Her trauma

  finally ended when, alerted by the police, an animal control officer arrived on the scene and shot the skunk.




  STONED WALLABIES MAKE CROP CIRCLES




  The mysterious appearance of a series of crop circles in Tasmanian poppy fields in 2009 was found to be caused by stoned wallabies which were eating the poppy heads and hopping around aimlessly.

  “We have a problem with wallabies entering poppy fields, getting as high as a kite and going around in circles,” announced the state’s top lawmaker Lara Giddings. Deer and sheep

  were also seen to “act weird” after eating poppies in Tasmania.




  BEAR PASSES OUT AFTER BEER-DRINKING BINGE




  A bear passed out on the lawn of a resort in Baker Lake, Washington State, in 2004 after drinking 36 cans of beer. The black bear had broken into campers’ coolers and used his teeth and

  claws to puncture the cans, but after his marathon drinking session he decided to sleep it off. Wildlife agents noted that the bear only drank Rainier Beer and ignored all other brands.
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  “EXTINCT” BIRD SEEN ON WAY TO COOKING POT




  A quail that was thought to have been extinct for decades was spotted alive in 2009 – on its way to a cooking pot. Worcester’s buttonquail was previously known only through drawings

  based on dead museum specimens but when a live bird was captured by hunters in a Philippine mountain range, a film crew was on hand to take pictures. Michael Lu, president of the Wild Bird Club of

  the Philippines, was delighted by the find but admitted that it was unfortunate that the rare quail would probably end up medium rare.




  RADIOACTIVE CAT MISTAKEN FOR BOMB




  A driver in the US was stopped by police on suspicion of being a terrorist after his radioactive cat was mistaken for a bomb. The man was flagged down when his vehicle triggered an isotope

  signal on specialist radiation detectors that were being used by anti-terror agents to monitor passing highway traffic. However a search of the car revealed nothing more sinister than the

  owner’s cat which had undergone radiotherapy for cancer three days earlier.




  BULLS EXPLODE AFTER POWER LINES COLLAPSE




  Seven bulls exploded and caught fire after overhead power lines fell on a dairy farm near Auckland, New Zealand, in 2009. Three of the animals were electrocuted after the lines collapsed and the

  other four were killed when they walked into the live area. Farmer Dave Taylor was alerted to the incident by a phone call from his father, who was driving on a nearby motorway, telling him his

  cows were exploding.




  TORTOISE STARTS HOUSE FIRE




  A couple from Bracknell, Berkshire, returned home in 2008 to discover that their house had been set on fire by their 70-year-old pet tortoise. Fred, a female tortoise, had been brought inside

  after coming out of hibernation early and was placed in a tank under a heat lamp in order to stay warm. But while Emma Fox and partner Paul Butler were out shopping, Fred piled dry straw under the

  lamp, causing it to catch fire and send flames spreading through the house. Although much of the couple’s furniture was destroyed, Fred emerged unscathed.




  CHIMP MAKES NUISANCE CALLS




  A light-fingered chimpanzee bombarded staff at a Scottish safari park with nuisance calls in 2001 after stealing a cell phone from a keeper’s pocket. For three days and nights workers at

  Blair Drummond Safari Park near Stirling were pestered with mysterious calls. They were on the verge of calling the police when keeper Gary Gilmour recognized the shriek of a chimp on the other end

  of the line. The culprit was 11-year-old Chippy who must have snatched the phone from Gilmour’s jacket while the keeper was cleaning out the chimpanzee enclosure. The cheeky chimp then kept

  pressing various numbers stored in the phone’s memory and hitting the redial button.




  DOG SWALLOWS $750




  When her dog swallowed $750 from a purse, Debbie Hulleman managed to recover most of the cash . . . by sifting through the animal’s poop. Pepper, an eight-year-old labrador cross, snatched

  the notes from a purse belonging to a friend of Hulleman’s mother in Oakdale, Minnesota. The dog quickly vomited up some of the cash and then Hulleman noticed a $50 bill hanging from a pile

  of dog faeces. After that it was simply a question of waiting for nature to take its course. She eventually managed to reclaim $647 but the rest was damaged beyond repair. The soiled money was then

  exchanged for fresh currency at a bank.




  WOMAN CONFUSES GOLDFISH WITH PIRANHAS




  A woman from Saransk, Russia, lost most of the flesh from two of her fingers when she attempted to clean her son’s fish tank, unaware that it was full of piranhas. As she tried to catch

  the fish, they launched a frenzied attack on her hand, clamping their razor-like teeth onto her fingers. She finally managed to free herself from the hungry predators by banging them against the

  side of the tank. After undergoing extensive surgery, she told doctors that she was trying to do her son a favour and had thought the tank’s occupants were just well-fed goldfish.




  DRUNKEN MONKEYS RAID VILLAGE




  A gang of drunken monkeys rampaged through an Indian village in 2005 after stealing a specially prepared alcoholic brew. The animals snatched the liquor – made from marijuana leaves in

  readiness for a religious festival – from pots stored outside the villagers’ huts in Baralapokhari and proceeded to run amok. The residents hit back at the inebriated attackers with

  sticks and eventually drove them away, but not before several monkeys had passed out and three humans had been injured.




  HORNY BULL LUSTS AFTER FARMER




  A Polish farmer finished up in hospital in 2008 after a bull chased him around a field because it thought he was a cow. The amorous bull tore off 68-year-old Stan Markowski’s clothes after

  catching the scent of cows on them at the dairy farm in Wies Dlugie. His daughter explained: “The bull smelt my dad who had just been with cows and thought he was a cow ready for mating. But

  when my dad pushed him off, the bull went mad and began to charge and toss him around the field, tearing his clothes and hurling him to the ground. He eventually managed to get away and ran home

  – terrified, bleeding and completely naked.”




  RECLINING CHAIR SWALLOWS TERRIER




  Firefighters in Chicago were forced to saw a mechanical reclining chair in half in 2010 to rescue a small dog that had been swallowed by the contraption. Eighty-seven-year-old Ken Makris phoned

  the emergency services to report that his terrier, Ebonyser, had got trapped in the chair after its electrical controls stopped working. The crew of three managed to take the chair apart and free

  Ebonyser who suffered nerve damage in the ordeal but was said to be well enough to go for a walk the following day.




  PARROT STEALS TOURIST’S PASSPORT




  When a tour bus stopped on a highway on New Zealand’s South Island in 2009, a wild kea parrot spotted a Scotsman’s passport in a bag in the luggage compartment and flew off with it

  into dense bush. Police admitted that it was unlikely the passport would ever be recovered in the vast Fiordland rainforest. The unnamed passport holder lamented: “My passport is somewhere

  out there in Fiordland. The kea’s probably using it for fraudulent claims or something.”




  MAN SWAPS WIFE FOR GOAT




  A Bulgarian farmer swapped his wife for a goat – because she couldn’t give him kids. Stoil Panayotov, 54, reportedly exchanged his third wife for Elena, an eight-year-old goat, at a

  livestock market in Plovdiv in 2008. He was quoted as saying: “The day before, a friend told me that he has had no luck with women and that he really liked my wife. The goat has given birth

  to three kids and my wife to none, so the deal was more profitable to the goat owner. I got a second-hand goat and he got a brand new wife.”




  LIVE ALLIGATOR FOUND IN CAR REAR WINDOW




  Police officers on night patrol in Texas pulled over a motorist for erratic driving but when they shone their torches into the vehicle they found a six-foot-long alligator staring menacingly at

  them from the rear window. The alligator, which had been travelling in the back seat, had crawled up to the area behind the headrests to form a deterrent that was infinitely more effective than any

  car alarm. The driver said he had found the reptile by the side of the road near Houston. He was charged with illegal possession of an alligator.




  MAN CAUGHT SHORT IN LION’S CAGE




  When a 19-year-old Venezuelan needed to answer a call of nature, he had a closer encounter with nature than he would have liked. For he chose to go to the toilet in an animal enclosure at a zoo,

  unaware perhaps that the occupant was a lion. The man was squatting with his pants around his ankles when the lion, taking exception to his presence, pounced. Luckily a friend managed to deter the

  beast with a brick, and the pair scrambled to safety.




  US MILITARY CALLS UP PARROT FOR DRAFT




  When Sharon Garmize, of Wright Township, Pennsylvania, received a letter from the US Selective Service in 1998 ordering Sam Garmize to register for the military draft, it came as something of a

  surprise – not least because Sam is a parrot. Sharon shrugged off the order, saying: “They probably wouldn’t want him because he has only four toes, green hair and no

  teeth.” She suspected that a family friend may have listed Sam as a family member in a survey a few years earlier because since then a bank had offered Sam a credit card with a $2,000 limit,

  a tuxedo shop had offered him a nice deal just in time for the prom, and a student foreign exchange programme had asked him to study abroad.




  RANDY RHINO TRIES TO MATE WITH CAR




  A rampant rhinoceros tried to mate with a visitor’s car at West Midlands Safari Park in 2004. Dave Alsop had stopped his vehicle in the grounds to take pictures of Sharka, a two-ton white

  rhino, mating with female Trixie, but the amorous male quickly turned his attentions to the Renault Laguna. He attempted to mount the car from the side, denting the doors and ripping off the wing

  mirrors before Alsop drove off with a puffing Sharka in hot pursuit. “He was a big boy and obviously aroused,” said Alsop. “He sidled up against us and the next thing I know,

  he’s banging away at the car and it’s rocking like hell.” A spokesman for the park confirmed that Sharka had something of a reputation as a ladies’ man but admitted that

  “rhinos are not particularly intelligent animals”.




  DONKEY JAILED FOR ASSAULT




  Blacky the donkey spent three days in jail in Chiapas, southern Mexico, in May 2008 for assault and battery. The animal was locked up along with drunks and other miscreants after it bit and

  kicked two men. It was finally released when its owner paid a fine of $36 plus the injured men’s hospital fees. Two months earlier, Chiapas police had thrown a bull in the slammer after it

  devoured corn crops and destroyed two wooden vending stands.




  COWS EAT AIRPLANE




  While visiting friends in 2004, Tony Cooper and Lisa Kingscott landed their 58-year-old, four-seater Auster J1N light aircraft in an isolated field at Kentchurch, near Hereford. They thought it

  would be perfectly safe there, but had reckoned without a group of hungry heifers. For when the owners returned to the field ready to make their journey home to Wiltshire, they found that cows had

  munched their way through the aircraft’s fuselage, leaving the plane grounded with $15,000 of damage. After being forced to dismantle the plane and take it home by road, Ms Kingscott mused:

  “The animals only ate the white bits – I don’t know why.”




  SHARK ATTACKS BOY IN BEDROOM




  A 14-year-old boy survived a horrific shark attack in his own bedroom. Sam Hawthorne, from Dudley, near Birmingham, was savaged when he sleepwalked into a long-dead souvenir shark that was

  hanging on the wall. He was left with the creature – a holiday gift – embedded in his cheek and blood pouring from the wound. His mother was alerted by his screams but it took 15

  minutes to prise the shark from Sam’s cheek, leaving him with a nasty scar.




  DEAD SKUNK MAIL CLOSES POST OFFICE




  A post office in Summerville, South Carolina, was evacuated for several hours by emergency services in 2009 after they received a call about a suspicious package that was emitting a

  “bomb-smelling odour”. But when firefighters examined the box, instead of finding a bomb, they found a dead skunk. “There was a horrible stink,” said one firefighter.

  “The whole package just stank. At first we didn’t realize what it was until a guy said: ‘I’m expecting a skunk.’” The dead skunk was being delivered to a

  taxidermist.




  AMERICAN WOMAN IS OBSESSED WITH RABBITS




  When police raided the Hillsboro, Oregon, home of 44-year-old Miriam Sakewitz in October 2006, they found over 150 rabbits roaming around plus 88 dead ones in the freezer. However three months

  later she was said to have broken into the facility where the survivors were being cared for and stolen most of them back. She was subsequently found in Chehalis, Washington, with eight live

  rabbits and two dead ones in her car. Another 130 rabbits were recovered at a nearby horse farm. Charged with animal neglect, she was sentenced to five years’ probation and was banned from

  owning or controlling animals. She was ordered not to go within 100 yards of a rabbit.




  In the summer of 2007, Sakewitz was sentenced to three days in jail for violating her probation by keeping a rabbit in her house. Probation officer Susan Ranger said Sakewitz had cancelled

  counselling sessions and refused to open the door for unannounced visits. On one occasion when she did manage to gain entry, Ranger said she found no rabbits but did notice a half-empty ten-pound

  bag of carrots.




  Having apparently kept her nose clean for two years, Sakewitz was arrested again in June 2009 after a maintenance worker summoned to her Portland hotel room to fix a broken television set saw a

  number of rabbits hopping around. Animal control officers removed eight adult rabbits, five young and a dead one from the hotel room. The judge sentenced her to 90 days in jail. The “Bunny

  Lady” was back in the hutch.




  TURKEYS FOUND STUFFED WITH COCAINE




  Two turkeys were cut open by drug smugglers and stuffed with five kilos of cocaine. Acting on a tip-off, police in Peru stopped a bus outside the city of Tarapoto and discovered two bloated

  turkeys in a crate. Lifting up the feathers in the chest area they noticed a handmade seam, and when a vet opened the stitching on the birds, he extracted a total of 28 plastic capsules containing

  cocaine. The turkeys were said to be recovering well from their ordeal.




  TALKING PARROT ONLY SPEAKS POLISH




  Hayley Wilson paid over $600 for a talking parrot in Crediton, Devon – and then discovered that because of its previous owner the bird could only speak Polish.




  GUINEA PIG BREAKS OUT FOR NIGHT OF RAMPANT SEX




  A male guinea pig called Sooty had a night to remember in 2000 after escaping from his pen and tunnelling into a cage of 24 females. Two months later, he was the proud father of 43 offspring.

  Carol Feehan, owner of Little Friend’s Farm in Pontypridd, South Wales, said: “We knew that he had gone missing after wriggling through the bars of his cage. We looked for him

  everywhere but never thought of checking the pen where we keep 24 females. We did a head count and found 25 guinea pigs – Sooty was fast asleep in the corner. He was absolutely shattered and

  when we put him back in his cage, he slept for two days.” She added: “I’m sure a lot of men will be looking at Sooty with envy.”




  MONKEY KILLS CRUEL OWNER WITH COCONUT




  A monkey that had been forced to climb trees to pick coconuts finally exacted revenge on his tyrannical Thai owner by hurling a coconut from the top of a tree with such force that it killed the

  man. Leilit Janchoom had employed the monkey – named Brother Kwan — to pick coconuts which he would then sell. However witnesses said he was a hard taskmaster and if the monkey refused

  to climb trees, Janchoom would hit him. According to reports, the monkey eventually decided enough was enough and planned his bloody retribution. The dead man’s wife said the monkey had

  “seemed lovable” when they bought him.




  SAY IT WITH SHEEP




  Instead of flowers, a Brazilian teenager came up with a novel Valentine’s Day gift for his girlfriend – a pregnant sheep. Frederico Skwara bought Juliana Magalhaes the ewe –

  called Waffle – after first checking with the girl’s mother that she was enthusiastic about welcoming a sheep into the family home.




  POLICE FIND 300 DEAD CATS IN FREEZER




  Police in Sacramento, California, discovered 300 dead cats crammed into three freezers at the home of a 47-year-old man. They also found 30 live cats and the man’s 81-year-old mother

  living in the house.




  PANDAS VIEW PORN




  Chinese scientists claimed to have sparked a baby boom among giant pandas by showing them DVDs of other pandas mating. Pandas are notoriously poor breeders but the “panda porn”

  programme seemed to pay off with 31 cubs being born in captivity in China in the first ten months of 2006, compared to just 12 the previous year.




  STREET SWEEPER SUCKS UP DOG




  A truck sweeping the streets of New York City sucked a dog to its death in 2008. Robert Machin had just finished walking his two Boston terriers and was about to load them into his car when he

  turned around to see one of the dogs, Ginger, being swallowed by the sweeping machine’s round bristles.




  PROTECTIVE RABBIT SCARES AWAY OWNER’S BOYFRIENDS




  A jealous pet rabbit did its utmost to ruin owner Ruth Galloway’s love life. Normally calm and placid, Rocky reacted badly when any boy became affectionate with the 23-year-old graphic

  designer and saw off four would-be suitors in just six months. Ruth allowed Rocky to roam the house in Birmingham, England, when male friends came to visit but as soon they started getting amorous,

  he would bite, scratch and nip their ankles. One boyfriend picked up Rocky and had his finger bitten, and another beau was chewed as he tried to feed him carrots. Ruth said: “Rocky may look

  all cute and fluffy but under the cuddly exterior lies an absolute psycho. It’s obviously some kind of a macho male rabbit thing where he can’t stand men getting near me. I can’t

  cage him now though – Rocky and I come as a couple. I think he’ll know when I find the right guy.” One of Ruth’s former boyfriends, James Phillips, commented:

  “He’s a savage. It was like having a rottweiller in the house. Ruth’s a lovely girl but I stopped seeing her because of the thing. In the end it was me or Rocky – and I got

  out.”




  ELEPHANT ROBS MOTORISTS




  In 2007 it was reported that an elephant in India was deliberately blocking the road and refusing to allow drivers to pass until they gave it food. Motorists in the state of Orissa were forced

  to stop by the elephant which then searched inside the vehicle with its trunk for any tasty snacks. One victim said: “If you are carrying vegetables and bananas inside your vehicle, then it

  will gulp them and allow you to go. But if you do not wind down your window or open the vehicle door, the elephant will stand in front of the car until you allow him to carry out his

  inspection.”




  MAN SURPRISED TO BE BITTEN AFTER PUTTING RATTLESNAKE HEAD IN MOUTH




  Showing off to friends after a few drinks, Matt Wilkenson, from Portland, Oregon, decided to put the head of one of his pet rattlesnakes in his mouth. But he nearly died when the snake bit him,

  putting him in a coma for three days. “It’s actually kind of my own stupid fault,” he admitted later.




  LAWYER CLAIMS CLIENT’S ROOSTER OWNED DRUGS AND GUN




  A creative lawyer told a court in the Philippines that 67 kilos of cocaine and a gun found in a rooster’s cage belonged to the bird and not his client. Attorney Manuel Urbina insisted:

  “The drugs were in the possession of a rooster and two hens, and the law is very clear that whoever is in possession of the drugs is the one who should be accused.”




  WOMAN ACCIDENTALLY POSTS CAT




  Edith Schonberg, from Rosdorf, Germany, accidentally sent her cat Felix in the mail after the animal sneaked unnoticed into a parcel that she was sending to her nephew. Felix was eventually

  freed when a worker at the sorting office heard the parcel miaowing.




  SUICIDAL SHEEP LANDS ON WOMAN’S HEAD




  An Austrian woman was taken to hospital with severe bruising in 2001 after a sheep jumped 33 feet from a railway bridge in Braunau and landed on her head. The ram was one of a number of animals

  that had broken out of a field but while the rest of the sheep were rounded up by a combination of farmworkers and police officers, this one beast decided to risk all by plunging from the bridge. A

  local police inspector said: “It panicked and leaped off the edge of the bridge. It did not fall or anything, my men said it actually jumped off, ten metres or so to the ground. It was

  practically suicide.” The unfortunate woman was walking her dog – appropriately a German Shepherd – on a path beneath the bridge. At the sight of the flying sheep, the dog ran off

  and hid under a bush.
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  MAN SMUGGLES MONKEY UNDER HAT




  A man flying from Lima, Peru, to New York in 2007 smuggled a monkey onto the plane by hiding it under his hat. His fellow passengers were alerted to the deception when the marmoset emerged from

  beneath the headgear and perched on the man’s ponytail, prompting several to ask him whether he knew he had a monkey on him. Man and monkey were detained on arrival in New York.




  WOMAN THREATENS TO SUE ALLIGATOR




  In 1997, Kim Novacs of West Palm Beach, Florida, announced her intention to file a $1 million lawsuit against an alligator that her husband had killed the year before. The six-foot-long reptile

  had scared the couple’s young daughter, prompting Keith Novacs to shoot it, for which he was convicted of poaching. Mrs Novacs cited a 1993 Florida court case in which an endangered species

  was the named plaintiff and she argued that if an animal can be a plaintiff, it can also be a defendant, with the state’s Game and Fish Commission liable for any damages.




  ZOO TIGER FLEES FROM ITS PREY




  A Chinese zoo’s plan to restore a tiger’s natural instincts by putting a live bull in its cage backfired in 2010 when the prey turned hunter. Keepers at Yancheng Zoo put the

  one-year-old bull into the adult white tiger’s enclosure expecting the big cat to kill and eat the bull, as it would do in the wild. However when the tiger attacked, the bull turned the

  tables and charged angrily, forcing the tiger to flee in terror, much to the amusement of visitors. A zoo spokesman admitted afterwards that a live bull might have been too much for the tiger,

  adding: “We will try live chickens next time and build up from there.”




  PIGEON TAKES DIP IN CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN




  Staff at an Edinburgh confectionery shop got themselves in a flap after a pigeon swooped through an open door and took a dip in their chocolate fountain. They managed to get the bird out of the

  chocolate and out of the shop but then had to call the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals because it was unable to fly. Fiona Thorburn took the call on her first day in the

  job. She said: “I got the call to say there was a chocolate-coated pigeon walking along Rose Street in Edinburgh, and I thought it was some of my colleagues playing a trick on me.” Her

  fellow SSPCA officer Colin Liddle added: “The chocolate was coated on its wings and right down its back. Because it was in a fountain, the chocolate was softer but by the time it came to us,

  it had started to set. So we actually just washed it straight away. We’ve had diesel spills, we’ve had oil spills – but never before have we had a chocolate-coated

  pigeon.”




  DACHSHUND CHEWS OFF OWNER’S TOE




  A 56-year-old Illinois woman woke from a short nap in 2008 to find that her pet dachshund had gnawed off her right big toe. The woman had no feeling in her toes because of nerve damage from

  diabetes. A veterinarian surmised that a bandage wrapped around the toe because of a healing hangnail might somehow have proved irresistible to little Roscoe.




  LLAMA WANTS TO MATE OUTSIDE HIS SPECIES




  Belgian zookeepers became frustrated with a llama which tried to mate with everything except his partner. Xenos the llama at Antwerp Zoo tried to mount ponies, donkeys and even, somewhat

  ambitiously, camels, but showed no interest whatsoever in the female llama provided for him. His keeper believed the problem stemmed from the fact that Xenos grew up surrounded by other breeds of

  animal and did not see his first llama until he was an adult.




  AUSTRALIAN RESTAURANT BANS GAY DOG




  An Australian restaurant was ordered to apologize and pay compensation after barring a blind man because a waiter thought his guide dog was gay. When Ian Jolly’s partner, Chris Lawrence,

  asked if she could bring a guide dog into the restaurant, the waiter misheard and thought she was asking if gay dogs were allowed. The answer, apparently, was no, and Mr Jolly and his dog Nudge

  were refused entry to Adelaide’s Thai Spice even though he showed staff a guide dog information card. The restaurant was eventually ordered by the Equal Opportunity Tribunal to pay Mr Jolly

  $1,800 in compensation. The restaurant owners said: “The staff genuinely believed that Nudge was an ordinary pet dog which had been de-sexed to become a gay dog.”




  CHINESE MAN IS SOLD A PUP




  A Chinese man who was sold a white Pomeranian dog as a puppy was shocked to discover a year later that it was really an Arctic fox. Mr Zhang, of Tunkou, paid over $100 for the

  “puppy” but became puzzled when it kept biting him, could not bark properly and its tail kept growing longer and longer.




  GOAT SMASHES DOOR AT CALIFORNIA STRIP CLUB




  A goat was so keen to get into a California strip club in 2010 that it barged down the doors before the club had even opened for business. The 150-pound goat was caught on surveillance tape

  butting and eventually smashing two large glass doors at Lynx Gentlemen’s Club in Coachella. The goat had visited the club the previous day but had been chased off by the owner. A local goat

  farmer explained that male goats have two things on their minds: eating and females.




  WILD MONKEY GIVES POLICE THE SLIP




  A wild monkey outwitted the entire Tokyo police force in the autumn of 2008. The monkey – a Japanese macaque – was spotted running through crowded train stations and even urinating

  in public, but always managed to escape before police could catch it. In one weekend alone, there were ten sightings of the animal, which is believed to have hitched a train ride from nearby

  mountains to the city. One officer summed up the frustration of the police. “This monkey is driving us crazy,” he said. “It’s so agile, and we only have nets.”




  GRIEVING FAMILY BURY WRONG CAT




  After staging a special burial service for their dead cat, a Scottish family returned home to find it alive and well and waiting for its tea. The Wilkersons thought their beloved Mouse had been

  killed by a car after finding the body of an identical cat near their home in Invergordon. So they wrapped the body in a bag and buried it under a shrub in a friend’s garden. Lou Wilkerson

  said: “We had a little service for the cat, then laid it to rest. But a few minutes later, Mouse turned up and we realized it wasn’t our cat that we had buried. We have no idea who the

  dead cat belonged to.”




  DONKEY IS COURT WITNESS




  When Dallas, Texas, oilman John Cantrell became involved in a dispute with his neighbour, attorney Gregory Shamoun, the first witness in their court case was Buddy the donkey. Cantrell claimed

  Shamoun put Buddy in his backyard to annoy him, but Shamoun maintained that Buddy was there to serve as a surrogate mother for a calf. In a bid to resolve the case and to prove that the law really

  is an ass, Buddy was led into the courtroom but refused to say a word. Instead he simply twitched his large ears and swatted flies with his tail. Eventually the two men settled their dispute out of

  court.




  ORANGUTANS CAUSE A STINK BY EATING SPROUTS




  Keepers at Dudley Zoo, near Birmingham, requested gas masks in 2003 after its orangutans developed a taste for Brussels sprouts. One keeper moaned: “Orangutans are windy animals anyway but

  because of all the sprouts they are eating, there is quite a pong around here at the moment. Whoever draws the short straw gets to muck them out.”




  MAN DISSECTS GUINEA PIG IN SEARCH FOR SPY CAMERA




  Under the influence of the drug methamphetamine, Benny Zavala, of Oxnard, California, became convinced that US government agencies had planted a camera in the head of his daughter’s pet

  guinea pig to spy on him. So after he had starved the rodent to death in 2001, he ripped open its head, also checking its teeth, which he thought were bar-coded. Relieved that his paranoia was

  unfounded, he phoned relatives to report: “The good news is guinea bleeds. The bad news is guinea’s dead.” Zavala was given three years’ probation and ordered to seek

  psychiatric and drug counselling. Deputy District Attorney Tom Connors said: “It’s not often you have someone this paranoid from using drugs that they think a guinea pig is spying on

  them for the government.”




  PEACOCK WOOS PETROL PUMP




  For more than three years a lovesick peacock in Gloucestershire made a daily walk from his woodland home to a nearby gas station where he paraded his plumage to a row of diesel and unleaded

  pumps. Mr P. was so besotted by the pumps that he often spent 18 hours at a time with them in the hope of fuelling romance. His owner, Shirley Horsman, explained: “He gets very amorous and

  the clicking of the petrol pumps makes the same noise as a peahen crying ‘Come on, I’m ready!’ Every time he hears someone filling up he thinks he’s on to a good thing. He

  goes all day, every day, in the breeding season. He just minds his own business and looks forlornly at the petrol pumps. It’s quite sad really.”




  POLAR BEAR IS HEALTH FREAK




  A polar bear that was apparently a real health freak stole toothpaste and vitamin pills after breaking into a tourist camp in the Norwegian Arctic in 2001. Tour operator Arne Kristoffersen said:

  “Maybe he felt he had bad breath after eating seal all summer.”




  DOG DEVOURS DENTURES




  A Jack Russell terrier named Desmond was rushed to hospital in Tyneside in 2007 after swallowing his owner’s false teeth. The dog ate 62-year-old Marjorie Johnson’s dentures while

  she was in the toilet.




  AUTHORITIES SWOOP TO CAPTURE ORNAMENTAL OWL




  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources went to a family’s home with a large net in 2003 to snare and capture what they thought was an injured owl. In fact the reason the bird had

  been motionless for so long was that it was a $15 garden ornament bought from Wal-Mart. Even then the owner had to yank it from the ground and show the agent its metal feet in order to convince him

  that the owl wasn’t real.




  GOAT WAVES GOODBYE TO TV STARDOM




  Footage of a goat who waves back when visitors wave at him became a huge hit on YouTube where he was seen by tens of thousands of people. The clip of Darren, an eight-year-old Anglo-Nubian goat

  from White Post Farm, Nottinghamshire, was shown on American and Australian TV and soon came to the attention of the producers of Britain’s Got Talent who wanted the waving goat to

  appear on TV in 2010 in front of judges Simon Cowell, Amanda Holden and Piers Morgan. They thought Darren could be the next Susan Boyle. However the farm owners politely declined the offer, stating

  that it was a long way for a goat to travel for a five-minute trick and adding that, anyway, the show was not right for Darren.




  SEX-CRAZED PARROT APPOINTED GOVERNMENT SPOKESBIRD




  A rare flightless parrot, which became an international celebrity after attempting to mate with the head of a TV presenter, was named a conservation ambassador by the New Zealand government in

  2010. The YouTube clip of Sirocco, the kakapo, trying to mate with zoologist Mark Carwadine’s head on the BBC show Last Chance To See attracted over 1.6 million viewings and propelled

  the bird to overnight stardom. As one of just 124 kakapo still alive, Sirocco, who also has his own website and, naturally, a Twitter stream, was seen by New Zealand Prime Minister John Key as the

  ideal creature to promote the country’s wildlife. Key said of Sirocco: “He’s very media-savvy, he’s got a worldwide fan base, and people hang on every squawk that comes out

  of his beak.”




  MOUSE GIFT IN CRACKER




  New Zealand grandmother Betty Lawrence received an unwelcome surprise when she pulled a Christmas cracker and a rotting mouse popped out. She had just sat down to Christmas dinner with 20

  relatives but said that the dead mouse “ruined my appetite for the rest of the day”.




  LION’S INGROWING TOENAIL KEEPS TOWN AWAKE




  A lion with an ingrowing toenail kept residents of the Brazilian town of Industrial awake at night in 2004. Maruk was living in the town’s zoo but he roared so loudly from the pain that

  local people thought he was right outside their homes. A police spokesman said: “We have received a lot of complaints, but what can we do? Arrest the lion?”




  DECAPITATED RATTLESNAKE BITES MAN




  A man in Prosser, Washington State, ended up spending two days in hospital in 2007 after being bitten by a beheaded rattlesnake. Danny Anderson had decapitated the snake with a shovel but when

  he reached down to pick up the severed head, it bit his finger. He took the head to hospital with him in his pickup truck.




  WOMAN MURDERED BY MOOSE, NOT HUSBAND




  A man arrested in Sweden on suspicion of murdering his wife was cleared after police decided she was probably killed by a moose instead. Ingemar Westlund found the body of his 63-year-old wife

  Agneta by a lake close to the village of Loftahammer in 2008. He was arrested and held in police custody for ten days but the case against him was dropped nine months later after forensic analysis

  revealed moose hair and saliva on his wife’s clothes. Experts stated that the moose – or European elk – can become unusually aggressive after eating fermented apples in

  gardens.




  DACHSHUND DEFIES ODDS TO MATE WITH ROTTWEILLER




  Rusty, a tiny dachshund owned by Dale Adams of Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, proved that size isn’t everything by fathering a puppy by a giant rottweiller bitch named Cassey. The odd

  couple produced Tinky, which Mr Adams described as looking like a miniature stretched version of her mother. “I have no idea how little Rusty managed to seduce Cassey,” he added.

  “She’s a big dog, so he either used my stepladder or he did it while she was asleep.”




  RAMPAGING GOAT PUTS THREE IN HOSPITAL




  Three people were hospitalized after an angry goat invaded a Melbourne nursing home in 2010 and went on a rampage that ended only when it was caught by police. The billygoat wandered on to the

  grounds of the On Luck Chinese nursing home after escaping from a nearby enclosure. When a gardener at the home tried to shoo the animal away, it butted him and then attacked an elderly man who had

  to come to his aid. A woman who had witnessed the fracas injured her ankle as she ran for help.




  CIRCUS CHIEF GOES ON THE RUN WITH ELEPHANT




  A circus director went on the run with an elephant in 2003. The man and the female elephant named Kenia went missing in Dessau, Germany, shortly after another elephant he owned was put down. As

  German police launched a nationwide hunt for the pair, they insisted that finding an elephant was “not as simple as it sounds”.




  FAMILY SHOCKED AS GOLDFISH COMES DOWN CHIMNEY




  A family sitting around the fireside at their home in Northampton, just before Christmas 1999, received an unexpected visitor down the chimney – a goldfish. The skydiving fish bounced off

  the hot coals, landed on the hearth and survived with nothing worse than a few damaged scales. It was thought to have fallen down the chimney after being dropped by a hungry heron that was perching

  on the roof.




  DEER INVITED TO TAKE PART IN SALT TASTE TEST




  Moose and reindeer at a Stockholm wildlife park were invited in 2007 to form a taste panel to help decide which type of salt should be used to de-ice Sweden’s roads in winter. The National

  Road Administration planned to introduce a new, sweeter blend of road salt but did not want to attract wildlife to the highways. So they presented 14 hoofed panellists with different flavoured

  blocks of salt and opted for the one the animals liked the least.




  POODLE SUES RESTAURANT




  A Los Angeles lawyer instigated legal proceedings in 1996 on behalf of his co-plaintiff, his pet poodle, claiming that the dog’s constitutional rights had been violated by a restaurant

  which had ordered it to leave. The claim was dismissed.




  RARE GOAT ACCIDENTALLY HANGS ITSELF IN ZOO




  An exotic goat at Canada’s Calgary Zoo accidentally hanged itself in 2009 after it became entangled in a rope and then fell off a log. The zoo said that the Turkmenian markhor had been

  playing with a ball on the end of a rope – a toy designed to stimulate the animal.




  NORWEGIAN ARMY BESTOWS KNIGHTHOOD ON PENGUIN




  A penguin at Edinburgh Zoo has been knighted by the Norwegian Army. Nils Olav first become an honorary member of the army in the 1970s after a young lieutenant named Nils Egelien was so taken by

  the penguins at the zoo that he made one of them a lance corporal. Over the years, the king penguin was promoted through the ranks to colonel-in-chief in the Norwegian King’s Guard, and then

  in 2008, with the permission of King Harald V, Nils Olav was granted a knighthood. The bird, who regularly inspects the troops, has also received medals for long service and had a four-foot bronze

  statue built in his honour. Officials pointed out, however, that the knighted penguin is not the original Nils Olav – he died in the 1980s.




  HUMAN MOTHER RAISES LIZARD AS HER SON




  A Thai woman was allowed to keep an endangered monitor lizard as a pet because she believed the reptile was possessed by the spirit of her dead son. Chamlong Taengniem, whose 13-year-old son

  Charoen died in a motorcycle crash, said that the lizard slept on her son’s mattress and loved his favourite drinks – milk and yoghurt. Convinced by her story, crowds of people flocked

  to her house on the outskirts of Bangkok to shower the lizard with gifts and hunt for numbers for the state lottery on its skin.




  BEAR STEALS HUBCAP FROM CAR – THEN GIVES IT BACK




  A few weeks after having all four hubcaps stolen from her car, Azra Noonari was offered a new one – by a bear. Mrs Noonari, from Luton, Bedfordshire, was on a family outing to nearby

  Woburn Safari Park when the car in front stopped in the bear and wolf area. “There was a bear ahead of it,” she said, “so I stopped too and started taking pictures. Then I saw it

  take a hubcap off the car in front and start walking towards us. It put the hubcap down and then banged on our window, as if it was trying to get my attention. It was almost like it wanted to give

  me the wheel cap – maybe it thought I needed it.”




  MAN TIES HIMSELF TO SHEEP AFTER BEING REFUSED ACCOMMODATION




  After 20 landlords refused to let him share accommodation with his pet sheep, an Argentinian man registered his protest by tying himself to the ewe. “I don’t see why I

  shouldn’t be allowed to live with my sheep, as I have done for all my life,’” said the man who had recently moved to Buenos Aires from the country. “She’s very

  tranquil, the ideal companion to share a flat.” He confirmed that he would remain tethered to the sheep until they found somewhere to live together.




  HUNGRY COWS LICK NEIGHBOUR’S HOUSE




  Cows from an adjacent farm licked a house in Hawkins County, Tennessee, causing $100 of damage. The cows, which lived in a field next to the house, poked their heads through a fence, ripped off

  a screen window, cracking the glass in the process, and pulled down a gutter. Nobody connected with the case could explain what had suddenly made the house so tasty.




  WOMAN FINDS BAT IN BRA




  A Norwich hotel receptionist walked around for five hours unaware that a baby bat was hiding in her bra. Abbie Hawkins believed the creature hid itself in the padding of her bra while the

  garment was hanging on the washing line the previous day. “I didn’t notice anything when I put my bra on,” she said, “and although I felt a slight vibration when I was

  driving to work, I thought it was my phone.”




  GUN-TOTING PARROT FOILS BURGLARY ATTEMPT




  A parrot owned by a retired police officer foiled a break-in after the owner left the bird alone in his Kiev, Ukraine, apartment for a few minutes. When the ex-cop returned, he found three men

  stretched out on the floor with their hands behind their heads. The would-be burglars admitted sheepishly that when they broke into the flat they heard a voice call out: “Stop! I’ll

  shoot! On the ground!”




  BULLDOG WRECKS MASERATI




  TV presenter Johnny Vaughan’s $90,000 Maserati sports car careered into a parked van in 2002 – thanks to his three-year-old bulldog Harvey. Vaughan was driving Harvey home from a

  trip to the veterinarian in southwest London. He said: “I stopped because Harvey, who was in the front and had a sore tummy, looked like he needed the toilet. I got out of the car and went

  over to the passenger side. But when Harvey saw me, he leapt over to the driver’s seat, pushing the gearstick up to ‘drive’. Then the little critter jumped into the footwell

  beneath the steering wheel and pressed the accelerator down. The car shot forward with me chasing behind – and went straight into the back of a van with a huge crunch. I couldn’t

  believe my dog had crashed my car.” The impact caused around $16,000 damage, which Vaughan had to pay for himself since the insurance company did not have Harvey listed as a driver.




  LEOPARD BREAKS INTO HOUSE TO WATCH TV




  When her four-year-old son came into the kitchen to tell her there was a “tiger” in his room, a woman from Chandigarh, India, thought he was referring to a wildlife documentary on

  TV. However her amusement turned to horror when she peeked into the bedroom and saw a real leopard sprawled out on the bed. After the animal had been tranquilized with a dart, a forest department

  official revealed: “From what we understand, the leopard sneaked into the house and watched TV for over an hour. Then it apparently got bored, so it rolled over and went to sleep on the

  bed.”




  ZOO CREATES ZEBRAS BY PAINTING STRIPES ON DONKEYS




  Unable to afford the cost of importing real zebras, a zoo in Gaza solved the problem by painting stripes on donkeys. Mohammed Bargouthi, owner of the Marah Land Zoo, stuck strips of masking tape

  to the donkeys and then painted over them with black hair dye. He said: “The first time we used paint and it didn’t look good, but the hair dye worked much better. The children

  don’t know, so they call them zebras and they are happy to see something new.”




  POLICEMAN ACCIDENTALLY KILLS RESCUED CAT




  After rescuing an injured cat in 1998, a Gloucestershire policeman then contrived to kill it. Phil Groom spotted the cat at the side of the road near Moreton-in-the-Marsh and put it in a box on

  top of his car. But he then forgot all about it and drove off with the box still on his car roof. After only a few yards, the box fell off and went under the wheels of a car following behind. The

  distraught officer admitted: “I must have had my mind on something else.”




  COW KILLS MAN FOR SEX




  A Chinese farmer was trampled to death under the hoofs of his cow in 2007 as she rushed to mate with an ox from a neighbouring village. The cow, who was on heat, took one look at her bovine

  suitor and dashed towards him, in her haste knocking over and stamping on the hapless farmer who died on the spot with hoof prints on his body.
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  RUNAWAY BULL ENDS UP IN SWIMMING POOL




  A family in St Andrews, Scotland, were looking forward to enjoying their newly built swimming pool in the summer of 2008 – only for a runaway bull to get there first. Having broken free

  from its farm paddock, the bull ran three miles before plunging into the private pool. The pool’s owner said of the bull’s unexpected entry: “It was an 8.5 out of 10

  dive.”




  IRATE GORILLA HELPS CAPTURE FLEEING ROBBER




  Pursued by Johannesburg police investigating a robbery in 1999, Isaac Mofokeng jumped over a wall – and landed in the gorilla enclosure at the city zoo. There, Max the gorilla demonstrated

  his anger towards the uninvited guest by ripping Mofokeng’s jeans and biting him on the buttocks. A shaken Mofokeng reacted by shooting Max in the jaw and shoulder before being detained by

  police. Max recovered after surgery; Mofokeng was sentenced to 40 years in jail.




  PIGEON ARRESTED FOR DRUG SMUGGLING




  A pigeon was arrested in 2008 for smuggling drugs into a high security jail in Bosnia. Guards at Zenica prison became suspicious when they saw four prisoners “visibly intoxicated”

  shortly after the pigeon landed on one of the windows. The pigeon was a pet of one of the inmates, and when he and three other prisoners tested positive for heroin, the pigeon was taken into

  custody. Police believe the drugs were sent from the town of Tuzla – 40 miles away – by being stuffed into tiny bags and attached to the pigeon’s legs.




  PUGS MARRY IN MICHIGAN




  When Bobby met Gracie it was love at first sight and everyone said it would end in marriage – despite the fact that both partners had four legs, a sunken black nose and a wrinkled face.

  Sure enough in 2005 Bobby, a two-year-old pug, married his puppy sweetheart Gracie, a three-year-old pug, at Clinton Township, Michigan. Bobby waddled down the aisle, tail wagging, in top hat,

  black tuxedo and red bow tie. As he took his place at the altar, his tongue flopped out. Gracie, her nails painted pink, wore a puffy white gown. The groomsmen and maids of honour were chihuahuas

  in a ceremony that cost respective owners Susan Laurer and Cyndi Parise $1,200. “We are gathered here today,” announced Pastor Joseph DeRose, “to celebrate the joining of the paws

  of Bobby and Gracie.” The happy couple were wed to the tune of “Who Let the Dogs Out” and at the ensuing reception they tucked into a two-tiered, bone-shaped cake with a pink

  heart in the middle.




  CHIMP MAKES MONKEY OF ZOO BOSS




  A zoo director who banned his keepers from feeding the animals by hand following a series of accidents had his finger bitten off by a chimpanzee in 2009. Bernhard Blaszkiewitz forgot his own

  rule while showing VIPs around Berlin Zoo and offered Pedro the chimp some fruit through the bars. The chimp responded by grabbing the zoo boss’s hand and biting his index finger with such

  force that it was left hanging by just a flap of skin. The keepers at the zoo appeared less than sympathetic. One said: “He has only himself to blame. We’re all banned from doing that

  sort of thing and that chimp is known to be very aggressive. He’s lucky Pedro didn’t eat his finger.”




  DESIGNER SNAKE IN COLOUR CLASH




  A man handed in his pet python to the RSPCA in Godshill, Isle of Wight, in 2006 because it did not match the colour of his newly decorated home.




  JOGGER HOSPITALIZED BY KANGAROO




  An Australian jogger out running near Melbourne had to be taken to hospital after being attacked by a kangaroo. While on his daily run, the man apparently became trapped between a male and

  female kangaroo, as a result of which he suffered a gash on his head plus minor scratches to his body. A paramedic reported that following the attack, the victim’s jog turned into a sprint as

  he fled to a nearby house.




  BIRD’S CALLS FOOL POLICE




  When neighbours heard a woman’s voice repeatedly crying “Help me! Help me!” from a house in Trenton, New Jersey, they called the police. Officers arrived and when nobody

  answered the door, they kicked it in – but instead of a damsel in distress, they found a caged cockatoo with a remarkable ability to mimic humans. It wasn’t the first time that

  ten-year-old Luna had brought the authorities to the home of owner Evelyn DeLeon. Back in 2001, the bird cried like a baby for hours, prompting a visit by concerned state child welfare workers.




  CHINESE BURGLAR EATS PET TORTOISE




  A hungry Chinese illegal immigrant was jailed for a year in 1999 for breaking into a Hong Kong house and eating an expensive pet tortoise. Having entered the house, Chau Chao-ping, 22, ignored

  valuable possessions but spotted three tortoises in a hut. Desperate for food, he slaughtered the biggest tortoise, boiled it and ate it before fleeing, leaving the shell in a wash basin.




  MOOSE UPSET BY UNRESPONSIVE CAR




  A Norwegian moose mistook a Ford Ka for a would-be partner in 2001. He licked and dribbled on the car but when his ardour was not reciprocated, he defecated on it.




  SEAGULL TURNS SHOPLIFTER




  A seagull turned shoplifter in 2007 by strolling into a shop in Aberdeen, Scotland, and helping itself to packets of potato crisps from the shelves. The bird, nicknamed Sam, always swooped for

  packets of cheese Doritos, which he then ripped open outside and shared with other seagulls. Shop assistant Sriaram Nagarajan said: “He’s got it down to a fine art. He waits until there

  are no customers around and I’m standing behind the till, then he raids the place.” Sam became such a celebrity that locals even started paying for his crisps.




  ARMY DEMOTES GOAT FOR UNRULY BEHAVIOUR




  A British army regiment’s ceremonial pet goat was demoted in disgrace after it marched out of line and tried to headbutt musicians at a 2006 parade to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s

  birthday. Billy, mascot of the 1st Battalion, the Royal Welsh, was downgraded from lance corporal to fusilier after army chiefs decided that his wayward behaviour had ruined the ceremony before

  visiting dignitaries at the base in Episkopi, Cyprus. In an official statement Captain Crispian Coates said: “The goat, which has been the regiment’s mascot since 2001, was supposed to

  be leading the march, but would not stay in line. He was reported for insubordination and after consideration, the commanding officer decided he had no option but to demote Billy.” Another

  soldier present at the parade recounted how the goat “was trying to headbutt the waist and nether regions of the drummers”. Captain Coates added that as a result of his demotion,

  soldiers were no longer expected to salute Billy as a sign of respect.




  GERMAN DOGS ATTACK PARKED CARS




  In a well-planned dawn raid, a pack of large boxer-like dogs launched a frenzied attack on six cars parked in a suburb of Munich in 2003. Their orgy of savagery left a trail of damaged vehicles

  with ripped-off fenders, mud flaps and licence plates. Police found teeth marks on the hubcaps and bodywork, which were covered in blood and saliva from the dogs. Residents said they saw the

  animals biting and snapping at the cars around 4.30 a.m. One witness said: “It was incredible. One of them leaped again and again with unbelievable force into the side of a car and bit into

  it like a lunatic.” Police could offer no explanation for the uncharacteristic behaviour but warned: “If we see any dogs sniffing around cars, we’ll be sure to get

  them.”




  WOMAN MISTAKES PLASTIC BAG FOR WILD BEAST




  A woman from England’s West Country rang the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in 2002 to report that the infamous “Beast of Bodmin” – a black

  panther-like big cat said to roam the Cornish moor – was outside her door and laying siege to her house. The “Beast” turned out to be nothing more dangerous than her new telephone

  books, which had been delivered in a black plastic bag.




  FISH SNATCHES CASH




  A young girl standing on a riverbank in England’s Lake District was robbed of a £5 ($10) note by a trout leaping from the water.




  PET CAMEL TRIES TO MATE WITH OWNER




  A woman in Australia was killed by her pet camel after the animal apparently tried to have sex with her. The ten-month-old male camel – a 60th birthday present for the woman – had

  already come close to suffocating the family’s pet goat on several occasions before, one day in August 2007, he suddenly transferred his lust to his owner. He knocked her to the ground, lay

  on top of her and displayed what the police delicately described as possible mating behaviour.




  LION RECEIVES WAKE-UP CALL




  A man trying to retrieve a cell phone which had been dropped in a lion’s cage in Mexico was badly mauled when the phone suddenly rang and woke up the lion. Guillermo Orozco entered the

  cage at a Pachuca amusement park in 2000 after making a wager with a friend that he could safely collect the phone.




  SNAKE SWALLOWS ELECTRIC BLANKET




  A pet Burmese python needed surgery in 2006 after swallowing an entire electric blanket, including the electrical cord and control box. Owner Karl Beznoska, of Ketchum, Idaho, believed the

  blanket, which was in the snake’s cage for warmth, must have become tangled up in the reptile’s rabbit dinner. Veterinary experts said it would have taken the python – named

  Houdini – six hours to swallow the blanket. “Somehow he was unable to unplug the electric cord,” said Beznoska. “At least he wasn’t hooked up to the power or it could

  have been pretty warm in his stomach.”




  NURSES TOLD TO WALK IN PAIRS TO AVOID SQUIRREL ATTACKS




  Nurses in County Durham were told to walk in pairs or carry umbrellas to protect them from attacks by marauding gangs of squirrels. The warning came in 2009 after a district nurse was left

  shaken and with “reddening of the scalp” when one squirrel jumped on her and another landed on her head while she was walking up to a farm. On her health and safety report form, she

  rated the “severity of incident” as “insignificant to catastrophic”.




  BUSINESSMAN FINDS MISSING PHONE – INSIDE DOG’S STOMACH




  When Kamal Shah’s cell phone went missing from the bedside table of his home in Nairobi, the Kenyan businessman thought his young son had taken it. But when he called the number from his

  land line, he was amazed to hear it ringing inside the stomach of his German Shepherd dog. A bemused Mr Shah said: “When I dialled the number, just about the last place I expected to hear it

  ringing was inside my dog.” The dog underwent surgery to have the phone removed.




  WHEELS IMPROVE TORTOISE’S LOVE LIFE




  Arava the tortoise found that a set of wheels did wonders for her love life. The ten-year-old spurred tortoise was fitted with a customized skateboard by staff at Jerusalem’s Biblical Zoo

  after her rear legs ceased to function, and the improved mobility provided by the strap-on board quickly led to romance with an amorous male.




  POLICE OFFICER HANDCUFFS AGGRESSIVE SHEEP




  After an escaped ewe assaulted his colleague, a New Zealand police officer subdued the animal by handcuffing one of its front legs to a back leg . . . but then suffered the additional

  embarrassment of having to call for backup when he realized that the key to the handcuffs was missing. Summoned to deal with a loose sheep, one of the two police constables pursued it into a garage

  before emerging a minute or so later with his clothing torn. The ewe then ran straight towards the second officer who managed to wrestle it to the ground before handcuffing it. Describing the first

  assault, Sergeant Andrew Bardsley of Dunedin police said: “Our officer came out of the garage looking a little the worse for wear. He was limping, with ripped trousers. We’re still not

  sure exactly what happened in there.”




  CUSTOMS OFFICERS FIND REPTILES INSIDE GNOMES




  In 2007, customs officers in Sydney, Australia, found seven snakes and eight lizards stuffed inside hollowed-out garden gnomes and other ceramic figures in packages that had been sent from

  England. Due to quarantine regulations, all the reptiles were put down. The gnomes were released without charge.




  DOG PERFORMS HEIMLICH MANOEUVRE




  A golden labrador saved his owner’s life by giving her the Heimlich manoeuvre when she was choking on a piece of apple. Debbie Parkhurst, from Cecil County, Maryland, was struggling for

  breath until two-year-old Toby pushed her to the ground by putting his front paws on her shoulders and then jumped up and down on her chest, eventually dislodging the apple from her windpipe.

  “As soon as I started breathing,” she said, “he stopped and began licking my face, as if to keep me from passing out. He was amazing even though I now have pawprint-shaped bruises

  on my chest.”




  ELITE SWAT TEAM STALKS SOFT TOY




  Called to deal with a report of a panther prowling in a back garden in Wielkopolska, a crack Polish police SWAT team spent nearly an hour watching and stalking the deadly beast – only to

  discover that it was a life-sized soft toy. When the armed officers arrived at the scene, they immediately identified the creature as a black panther and prepared a stakeout. It was only after more

  than 45 minutes of playing cat and mouse that they became suspicious when the panther didn’t even twitch a whisker as they started to approach it. A police spokesman insisted afterwards:

  “From a distance it really looked like a live animal.”




  RARE ROBIN EATEN BY BIRDWATCHER’S CAT




  A rare American robin – one of just eight seen in Britain over the previous five years – flew 400 miles from Norway to Manchester in 2004, only to perish when it was caught and eaten

  by a birdwatcher’s cat.




  HORSE FOUND ON TWELFTH FLOOR




  Police who were called to investigate a strange smell in an apartment block in Prokuplje, Serbia, soon discovered the cause – a dead horse that had been jammed into a ventilation shaft 12

  storeys up. The stench from the putrefying remains was so noxious that officers ordered the building to be evacuated in case the overpowering fumes proved lethal. The police admitted they were at a

  loss to explain how someone managed to get a horse’s body 12 storeys up and why the animal was then dumped in the shaft.




  “GHOST” TURNS OUT TO BE CAT UP CHIMNEY




  After hearing a repeated moaning sound, John Bambrick, from Cradley Heath, West Midlands, called a priest to exorcise his house before moving his family out to a relative’s home. Later it

  was discovered that their “moaning ghost” was nothing spookier than a cat stuck up their chimney.




  CAT CHASES BEAR UP TREE




  A black bear that strayed into a garden in West Milford, New Jersey, in 2006 was twice chased up a tree by the family cat. The petrified bear was able to make its escape only when the

  cat’s owner, Donna Dickey, called the hissing feline into the house. She described the pet – a tabby named Jack – as “territorial”.




  PARROT SPREADS THE F-WORD




  A foul-mouthed parrot, who once told a vicar to “fuck off ”, has been teaching other birds at a Warwickshire wildlife centre how to swear. Barney the macaw told the vicar, a mayoress

  and two police officers to “fuck off ” and called them “wankers” when they visited the centre. Now he has been teaching two other parrots – Sam and Charlie – his

  full repertoire of abuse, which includes such terms as “tits” and “bollocks”.




  MATING GOATS UPSET TOWN




  Convenience store manager Carol Mendenhall was charged with allowing her four goats to have sex in her front yard in public view – a contravention of a town law in Dibble, Oklahoma. While

  freely admitting that her billy goat, Adam, had been servicing three females who were on heat at the time, Mendenhall launched a vigorous campaign that led to her name being cleared and the law

  repealed.




  MOOSE STEALS BICYCLE




  A hungry moose stole a bicycle that a Swedish couple had placed in their garden to stop the animal eating their rose bushes. The moose, dubbed Droopy Ear, had frequently visited the Vuoggatjalme

  garden of Bjorn and Monica Helamb to munch their roses, so eventually they decided to put the bicycle in front of the flowers as a barrier. Instead of being deterred, the moose leaned through the

  bicycle frame to get at the flowers and then sauntered off, with the bike hanging around its neck. The couple found the bicycle 500 metres from their house, mangled beyond repair.




  MAN RESCUED AFTER PELTING BEARS WITH SNOWBALLS




  A 35-year-old man had to be rescued by firefighters in 1998 after climbing into the historic bear pit in Berne, Switzerland, and pelting two bears with snowballs. He was taken to hospital with

  “considerable flesh wounds” to his legs and shoulder, sustained when the female bear expressed displeasure at the intrusion.




  SEAL BREAKS INTO TROUT HATCHERY




  A clever seal somehow broke into a fish hatchery in Cape Cod, Massachusetts, in 2009 and turned the place into an all-you-can-eat buffet, devouring untold numbers of trout before being

  discovered. The three-foot-long seal, which was later released on a beach, was described as looking “pretty full”.




  PYTHON MISTAKES GOLF BALLS FOR EGGS




  An X-ray of a python in Australia showed that it had swallowed four golf balls after mistaking them for eggs. A veterinary at a wildlife sanctuary on the Queensland–New South Wales border

  explained: “People in the area have been putting golf balls under their brooding hens, pretending that they are eggs, to make the chickens happy. We think that the snake slithered into the

  back yard, thought the golf balls were real eggs and tucked in.”




  ZOOKEEPERS SUSPENDED FOR EATING THEIR ANIMALS




  Two keepers at a children’s zoo at Recklinghausen, near Cologne, Germany, were suspended in 2002 on suspicion of having eaten some of the animals in their care. Police believed the pair

  had slaughtered and barbecued five Tibetan mountain chickens and two Cameroonian sheep.




  SHEPHERD ALLOWED SHEEP TO INTIMIDATE NEIGHBOURS




  A 58-year-old Gloucestershire shepherd was given an Anti-social Behaviour Order in 2008 following accusations from his neighbours that he couldn’t control his sheep. For more than 500

  years commoners born in the Forest of Dean have been able to let their livestock graze freely, but Jeremy Awdry was banned from taking his animals into the village of Bream after his 500-strong

  flock were found straying into gardens and damaging fences. His woolly bullies were described as part of the “intimidation of people living in the area.”




  WOMAN PUTS EARRINGS ON BABY DEER




  Bettie Phillips, of Hiddenite, North Carolina, was ordered to pay $250 to a wildlife centre in 1997 after police officers found a two-month-old deer in the back of her car with zircon-studded

  earrings in its pierced ears. Phillips said she had rescued the fawn from a busy road and had pierced its ears by hand, pushing the posts of the two earrings through the flesh. “I thought it

  would be pretty,” she told reporters. “You can get a little kid’s ears pierced. What’s the difference between a person’s and a baby deer’s?” Ned Gentz,

  chief veterinarian at the local wildlife centre to where the deer was taken to be treated for mildly infected ears, remarked: “We’re pretty used to the concept of people who think fawns

  are cute and want to adopt them. However, earrings are a totally new one on us. Just when you think you’ve been dealing with the issues of human interaction with wildlife for long enough that

  you’ve seen it all, somebody surprises you.”




  POLICE DOG SACKED FOR BEING TOO FRIENDLY




  Buster, a two-year-old German Shepherd, was sacked in 2005 after failing to make a single arrest in his six months with South Yorkshire Police. His problem was that he was simply too nice. He

  ignored fleeing villains, let drunken yobs stroke him, disappeared at crucial moments to cock his leg, and even lay down for a rest while supposedly in hot pursuit of a suspect. His former handler,

  David Stephenson, admitted: “He just showed no interest in doing the job. He had no fire in his belly. It’s not his fault. He’s just a dog who wants to be friendly with

  everyone.” The final straw came when Buster twice failed to locate criminals hiding in gardens – even walking straight past one of them.
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  COW GETS HEAD TRAPPED IN WASHING MACHINE DRUM




  An inquisitive young cow got its head stuck in a washing machine drum that had been illegally dumped in a field in Cornwall. Probably thinking there was food inside the drum, the animal put its

  head in and was then unable to shake off the metal container. An RSPCA officer rescued the hapless heifer and returned her to the rest of the herd without her cranial attachment.




  POLICE SAY MAN BOUGHT DRUGS WITH DEAD PIG




  A man was arrested on a street corner in Syracuse, New York State, in 2009 for allegedly offering a slaughtered pig as part payment for a bag of crack cocaine. The police claimed that Angelo

  Colon paid Omar Veliz half a pig and $10 for a $50 bag of cocaine. Veliz said the pig was intended to be the focal point of a celebration for a relative who was being released from jail.

  Unfortunately while the two men were being arrested, a third party stole the pig.




  FOX SNATCHES WOMAN’S HANDBAG




  Police in Switzerland were outfoxed by a four-legged handbag thief in 2008. A woman was working outside in Riehen when a fox suddenly ran off with her handbag – containing her wallet and

  house keys – in its mouth. A passer-by gave chase but the fox was too quick for him and made its escape. The women reported the daring theft to the police who found the unopened handbag under

  a nearby bush. They deduced that the fox had discarded the bag because it was too bulky to take into its lair.




  BEAR CAUGHT EATING PORRIDGE




  In a tale straight out of a fairy story, a woman from West Vancouver, Canada, arrived home in 2006 to find a young bear eating porridge in her kitchen. Despite the presence of three police

  officers, the hungry bear, which had obtained the oatmeal by breaking into a ceramic food container, refused to leave the house until it had finished eating.




  FALLING COW WRECKS CAR




  A couple were driving along a highway near Manson, Washington State, in 2007 when a 600-pound cow plunged 200 feet from the sky and landed on the hood of their minivan, causing major damage. The

  cow – named Michelle – had fallen off a cliff.




  PATROLMAN USES DOG TO START CAR




  Breakdown patrolman Kevin Gorman managed to get a car to start by using the vehicle owner’s dog. Despite changing the battery in her electronic key fob, Juliette Piesley could not start

  her car, but when AA patrolman Gorman arrived at the scene in Addlestone, Surrey, he discovered that its immobilizer chip was missing. Ms Piesley then realized that her dog George had probably

  eaten the chip, so the resourceful AA man placed the dog in the driver’s seat and started the car first time with the key. Afterwards Ms Piesley acknowledged that from then on she would have

  to take George with her in the car at all times until events took their natural course.




  JET FIGHTERS CAUSE DEATH OF SANTA’S REINDEER




  The Danish Air Force paid $5,000 in compensation in 2006 to a part-time Santa Claus whose reindeer died of heart failure when two fighter jets roared overhead. The animal – naturally named

  Rudolf – was grazing at Olavi Nikkanoff’s farm when the noise of the low-flying jets caused it to collapse and die, leaving his owner with the prospect of having only one reindeer to

  pull his sleigh that Christmas. Capt. Morten Jensen of the Danish Air Force said: “We got a letter from Santa complaining about his reindeer’s death and looked into it

  seriously.”




  COCKATOO MOTHERS CHOCOLATE EGGS




  A confused cockatoo spent more than two weeks trying to hatch a bowl of chocolate creme eggs. Pippa started protecting the Easter eggs when she spotted them on a table at Nuneaton and

  Warwickshire Wildlife Sanctuary. Her owner, Geoff Grewcock, said: “She went straight over, climbed on the creme eggs and that was it. She was convinced they were her eggs and wouldn’t

  let anyone near them.” He added that Pippa had “always been a bit nuts”.




  THIEF DISGUISES STOLEN FARM ANIMALS IN CLOTHES




  A thief from Port of Spain, Trinidad, stole some farm animals one night in 1999 and dressed them in clothes in the hope that people would think they were humans. The sheep wore a dress while the

  goats wore shirts, pants and hats. The culprit was ultimately arrested not because of the dubious disguises but because police officers became suspicious when they saw the truck driving along

  without headlights.




  LIZARD SWALLOWS TOY LIZARD




  When young Finley Collins from Jacksonville, Florida, saw legs, a body and a head emerging from near the tail of her pet lizard, she thought it was giving birth. But it turned out that it was

  merely excreting a rubber toy lizard that it had swallowed some time before.




  BLIND MAN ACCUSED OF BITING GUIDE DOG




  A blind man was arrested in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 2005 after witnesses said he sank his teeth into his guide dog’s head and then kicked the labrador-retriever mix because it apparently

  refused to help him across a busy street.




  CHICKEN FINED FOR CROSSING THE ROAD




  A chicken was fined $60 for illegally crossing the road in California. Ophelia, a black Polish hen, strayed onto the street in the rural town of Johannesburg, in violation of state law which

  bans livestock from highways. However Ophelia’s owners, Linc and Helena Moore, appealed against the fine, arguing that the chicken was domesticated and therefore could not be considered as

  livestock, and a sympathetic judge eventually dismissed the case.




  CIGARETTE-LOVING DOG RUN OVER ON WAY TO TOBACCONIST’S




  A dachshund that got through ten cigarettes a day ever since he was a puppy defied repeated health warnings to reach the ripe old age of 24, only to be run over and killed in 2008 on his way to

  his favourite tobacconist’s shop. Wolfgang Trierler, from Graz, Austria, quickly spotted General Edi’s strange tastes after the previous owner had abandoned the dog. “We noticed

  straight away that he was in the habit of eating cigarettes. He used to eat the tobacco and the paper, and then chewed a while on the filter before spitting it out. But all of his teeth were

  fine.” However, having munched his way through half a packet of cigarettes a day for virtually his entire life – 168 in human years – he finally perished in pursuit of his

  addiction. “Poor Edi dashed out in the road in excitement right in front of a car,” said a neighbour. “There was nothing anyone could do. I suppose you could say that cigarettes

  did ultimately damage his health.”




  RAMPAGING BADGER PUTS FIVE IN HOSPITAL




  Five people were put in hospital in 2003 and two police officers were sent running for cover after Boris the badger went on a 48-hour rampage through the normally tranquil Worcestershire town of

  Evesham. The male badger, two and a half feet long and weighing over 30 pounds, began his reign of terror by biting two teenagers before savaging a man and a woman who were walking their dogs. He

  then attacked a householder investigating noises coming from his garage, sinking his teeth into the man’s arms and legs with a ferocity which left his victim needing skin grafts. Meanwhile

  two police officers, called by residents who thought a prowler was on the loose, were forced to jump onto the bonnet of their patrol car when the snarling animal charged straight at them. Boris,

  who had escaped from a local wildlife centre, was eventually captured by the chairman of the Worcestershire Badger Society.




  BEAR WITH SWEET TOOTH STEALS CAR




  Police in New Jersey suspected a black bear of stealing a people carrier and taking it for a spin. They found the passenger window broken, the door panels damaged and the interior of the vehicle

  covered in bear hair. They thought the bear – probably attracted by sweets left inside – had accidentally released the handbrake, thereby allowing the car to roll 50 feet down the hill

  from the owner’s house.




  HEAVY BREATHING CALLS WERE FROM DOG




  A US police dispatcher was alarmed by three late-night 911 calls because “the only communication was someone breathing”. The calls were traced and three squad cars raced to an

  address in Lake Parsipanny, New Jersey, where the occupant, Sylvia D’Antonio, maintained that they had been made by her German Shepherd, Slayer. Ms D’Antonio claimed she had been

  teaching the dog to dial 911 in an emergency. She said: “She knocks the phone off the hook and then she steps on it.”




  HORSE BITES OFF MAN’S TESTICLE




  A man was rushed to hospital in Indonesia in 2009 after a horse bit off one of his testicles. The man was unloading sand from a horse-drawn cart at a construction site in Sulawesi when the horse

  – named Budi – suddenly lunged at him and sunk its teeth into him. As bystanders put the victim in a car to take him to hospital, one noticed a lump of flesh on the ground. A witness

  said: “Luckily the horse did not chew up or swallow the testicle, but spat it onto the pavement.”




  SWAN FALLS IN LOVE WITH PEDAL BOAT




  In a tale to rival Romeo and Juliet, an Australian black swan on a lake in Germany fell in love with a plastic pedal boat in the shape of a white swan. Swans choose a partner for life but

  Petra’s mistake was to fall for a four-seater pedal boat designed to look like a swan. Visitors to Aasee near Münster looked on in amazement as Petra repeatedly circled her plastic

  lover, staring longingly at it and making crooning sounds, all classic signs of a swan in love. And when the pedal boat swan refused to fly south for the winter, Petra stayed too, defying the cold

  weather. Fortunately the local zoo took pity and gave both Petra and her boat boyfriend a place to spend the winter. Over the next two years, Petra was encouraged to strike up a rapport with real

  swans but the relationships always fizzled out and she returned to her boat mate, swimming patiently alongside it, apparently undeterred by its lack of feathers or by the fact that it was 50 times

  bigger than her.




  CASINO CHICKEN RULES THE ROOST




  Ginger the chicken shattered the dreams of dozens of punters at a Las Vegas casino in 2002 by sending them home empty-handed in a big money game of tic-tac-toe (noughts and crosses). The casino

  was offering $10,000 in a Chicken Challenge to anyone who could beat Ginger. The bird was placed in a glass cubicle along with a computer screen showing a video of a tic-tac-toe board. Whenever

  Ginger pecked the screen, a nought appeared on the corresponding place on the game board. Many tried their luck but after either suffering the humiliation of being beaten by a chicken or at best

  achieving a draw, they left, grumbling about the fact that the chicken always went first.
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  WOMAN HIDES SNAKES IN BRA




  A 42-year-old woman tried to smuggle 75 live snakes into Sweden by hiding them in her bra. Officers became suspicious when they noticed that she kept scratching her chest, and on further

  inspection of her heaving cleavage they found dozens of baby grass snakes writhing around in her bra and six lizards crawling about under her blouse. The woman said she was planning to start a

  reptile farm.




  WOMAN MUGGED BY EAGLE




  A 69-year-old Austrian woman received the shock of her life in 2009 when she was mugged in the street by an eagle. Klara Maier couldn’t believe her eyes when the bald eagle, with its

  seven-foot wingspan, swooped down from the skies and snatched her handbag. The bird then proceeded to rip the handbag open and check its contents. Police in Kundl later found the thief hiding in a

  field. They then traced it back to its owner who revealed that the woman’s handbag just happened to be the same colour and shape as the bag in which the eagle’s food was kept.




  CHICKEN SURVIVES TWO DAYS IN FREEZER




  Feeling peckish, a Chinese man took a chicken out of the freezer, only to discover that it was still alive. Gan Shugen said the bird – a gift from a relative – was wrapped in a thick

  plastic bag and with its legs tied so, assuming that it was dead, he put it in the freezer. But when he opened the freezer two days later, he received something of a surprise. “I heard weak

  sounds,” he said, “and when I opened the bag, a red head popped out. She was still warm, and when I removed the tape, she could stand.” In the light of the chicken’s

  near-death experience, Gan promised that he would not eat the bird, but would look after it instead.




  GERMANS ROCKED BY EXPLODING TOADS




  Visitors to parks in Hamburg, Germany, had a new menace to contend with in 2005 – exploding toads. The mystery disease caused thousands of toads to swell up to three and a half times their

  normal size before suddenly exploding, scattering their entrails over a large area.




  PUPPY SWALLOWS 40 PAIRS OF UNDERPANTS




  A springer spaniel puppy with a taste for underpants had to undergo surgery in 2007 after devouring his 40th pair. Usually whatever Taffy eats – and that has included 300 socks and a set

  of car keys – emerges naturally from the other end but this pair of underpants refused to shift, forcing his owner, Staffordshire vet Eubie Saayman, to operate. But once he had recovered,

  Taffy was quickly up to his old tricks again. “I guess this is just his vice,” said Mrs Saayman, adding that Taffy had also destroyed 15 pairs of shoes.
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  WOMAN’S SEX ROMP WITH DONALD DUCK IN SATELLITE DISH




  An unmarried 32-year-old woman from Tulsa, Oklahoma, with a long history of paranoid schizophrenia, became convinced that she was being wooed by Donald Duck and that the satellite dish recently

  installed in her neighbour’s yard had been put there to enable the cartoon duck to communicate his true love for her. She spent hours hovering around the satellite dish until, one day in

  1992, she finally undressed and climbed into it. She was found sitting in the dish masturbating, happy in the belief that she was consummating her marriage to Mr Duck.




  WIFE SAYS HUSBAND HAD SEX WITH FROZEN CHICKEN




  A wife filed for divorce in 2002 after saying she caught her husband of six months having sex with a frozen chicken. Jean Curtis, from Glasgow, Scotland, claimed that husband Ian – a

  former military policeman – was dressed in a blouse and rubber stockings as he lay on the sofa with the bird of his fantasies. She told reporters: “My jaw just dropped. I said:

  ‘You dirty bugger, that’s my Sunday lunch.’ He was calm as you like and said, ‘It’s all right, we can still eat it.’ I kicked him out.”




  SEX-STARVED WOMAN BOMBARDS EMERGENCY SERVICES




  A 42-year-old woman from Koszalin, Poland, made 700 calls to emergency services, the local army headquarters and the town council demanding a man for sex. Hanna Wozniak told telephone operators

  that she would gladly start a fire if it meant that a hunky fireman would come round afterwards for sex. After the calls were traced back to her home, she told the police: “I was desperate

  for sex. It’s been so long since I had someone in my bed.”




  WOMAN BITES OFF LOVER’S PENIS IN CAR SMASH




  A passionate encounter between a boss and his secretary ended in a painful manner in 2009 when the impact from a car crash caused her to bite his penis off. The 30-year-old woman was performing

  oral sex on her boss in a car in a Singapore park when the car was struck by a reversing van. Immediately after the collision, the woman was heard to scream loudly before emerging from the vehicle

  with her mouth covered in blood. To add to the couple’s woes, the entire incident was witnessed by a private detective who had been hired by the woman’s husband to catch them in the

  act. The detective helpfully called an ambulance to take the injured man to hospital. His lover followed him there, carrying part of his penis.




  SEX LINE CALLER’S VOICE SOUNDED FAMILIAR




  An Italian man called a telephone sex line expecting to have a steamy chat but instead found that the woman on the other end was his wife, whereupon a $3-a-minute shouting match ensued.




  CUSTOMER SUES AFTER BEING BASHED BY EROTIC DANCER’S BREASTS




  A visitor to a strip club unsuccessfully sued for $15,000 in 1998 after claiming he suffered from whiplash, “mental anguish and loss of life enjoyment” as a result of being slammed

  in the head by the 60-inch HHH bosom of an erotic dancer. Paul Shimkonis, 38, of Tampa, Florida, compared the impact from dancer Tawny Peaks’ outsize breasts to being hit with cement blocks,

  adding: “I haven’t been right since.”




  “DOGGING” TRIO ARE HIT BY LIGHTNING




  In an act of divine retribution, three men who were spying on a pair of passionate lovers through a high-powered telescope suffered burns after being struck by lightning. The trio had gathered

  in a derelict hut on a hillside near Taipei, Taiwan, to observe the lovers having sex in a nearby car but became so engrossed with the action that they failed to spot the storm brewing. The bolt

  struck the hut with such force that the three were lucky to survive. A police officer said: “When we saw them, their hair was standing on end and their stares were fixed.”
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  MAN CAUGHT HAVING SEX WITH VACUUM CLEANER




  A Polish building contractor working at a London hospital was sacked in 2008 after being caught having sex with a canister vacuum cleaner bearing the design of a happy, smiling face. A security

  guard spotted the man in the staff canteen, naked and on his knees with Henry the Hoover. When challenged, the man claimed he was simply vacuuming his underpants, which he said was “common

  practice” in his native country.




  PAIR BREAK INTO WOMEN’S PRISON FOR SEX




  Two men broke into the all-women’s Tarrengower Prison at Maldon, Victoria, Australia, in 2003 in the belief that the inmates would be desperate for sex. After the pair had been apprehended

  by guards, a prison spokesperson commented: “We have a hard enough time keeping inmates in, let alone having to worry about keeping people out.”




  MAN INSERTS PENCIL IN PENIS




  A Serbian man’s plan to “put lead in his pencil” backfired when he needed emergency surgery after sticking a pencil inside his penis to keep it stiff during sex. Zeljko Tupic

  had previously experienced problems getting an erection so, leaving nothing to chance before a hot date, he slotted a thin pencil into his manhood. But when the pencil moved and became lodged in

  his bladder, he was forced to end the sex session and call an ambulance. The doctor commented: “At first the patient did not tell us what really happened, but X-rays proved the truth. He said

  he had no idea there were things like Viagra available but agreed that in future he will take pills before he takes any more chances with pencils.”




  WOMAN SPOOKED BY MONKEY BUSINESS




  In an apartment parking lot in Lakewood, Colorado, in 1992, a woman was accosted by a man who exposed himself to her while wearing a rubber gorilla mask, a long black wig and a gorilla suit.




  MAN INVITES HORSE FOR ORAL SEX




  A 41-year-old man was arrested in Tucson, Arizona, in 1994 after appearing to tempt horses from the University of Arizona Agricultural Center towards him with food. What aroused the

  officers’ suspicions was the fact that he was holding the food near his exposed penis as if inviting the animals to perform oral sex.




  “MAGISTRATE CAUGHT MASTURBATING IN COURT”




  A French magistrate was locked up in 2003 pending investigation after a local newspaper reporter claimed to have spotted him masturbating during a court case. The Bordeaux newspaper said the

  magistrate discreetly lifted up his ceremonial robe while a lawyer was presenting final arguments, undid his pants and “engaged in gestures that left nothing to the imagination.”




  WOMAN SNAPPED BY FLASH PHOTOGRAPHER




  A woman in Bloomington, Minnesota, told police officers that a driver had pulled up alongside her on the highway on a bitterly cold winter’s morning and had then flashed her by pressing a

  naked photograph of himself against his car window.




  ROMANIAN HOOKERS OFFER TO DO CLEANING TOO




  Their trade hit by economic recession in 2000, Romanian prostitutes tried to boost business by offering to do household chores for clients after having sex. A “sexual agent” in

  Bucharest revealed that many women in the sex business had added cooking and house-cleaning to their repertoire. He added: “We had to invent something because people don’t have money

  and clients are rare. Men are happy because many of them live alone and the girls help them get rid of the three things which torment their lives: sex, cleaning and cooking.”




  BUTT SNIFFER STRIKES IN DEVON SUPERMARKET




  Police in Devon announced in 2009 that they were hunting a man who repeatedly knelt behind a supermarket shelf stacker in order to smell his bottom. The man was caught on CCTV creeping up on the

  unsuspecting employee at least 20 times while he stacked shelves at a Co-op store in Plymouth. The footage showed him pretending to choose items from the shelves before suddenly crouching down

  behind the worker. “I had no idea what was going on,” said the victim of the phantom butt sniffer. “I thought it was a bit strange that he was in the aisle for that long.”

  Plymouth police confirmed that they were treating the incident very seriously.




  DISAPPOINTED TO FIND STUNNING MODEL WAS TEENAGE BOY




  A German man who bid $2,000 to win a night of passion with an exotic model was distraught to find out that his “date” was a teenage boy running an online scam. The man said: “I

  saw the auction on the Internet and put in a bid straight away. I watched every day for a week to see if anyone would outbid me but no one did and when I realized I had won I started preparing for

  the big night. I admit I did find it a bit strange that I got no reply to my emails to the model but on the auction site there was an address and a date, so I thought she was just trying to set a

  mood of mystery for the night. I decided to turn up at the address but when I got there, instead of a beautiful model I found some spotty little kid with a laptop. That was when I realized

  I’d been ripped off.”




  MAN FOUND DEAD WITH CONDOM OVER HEAD




  A naked man was found dead in his bed at Newhaven, East Sussex, in 2007 after pulling a condom filled with laughing gas (nitrous oxide) over his head for sexual gratification. He had been

  watching the Eurovision Song Contest the previous evening.




  JUDGE PUTS BRAKES ON CAR LOVER




  A 45-year-old man from Edmonton, Canada, was jailed for three months in 2007 for indecently assaulting cars. Sandy Wong pleaded guilty to three counts of climbing onto cars in public and

  masturbating on them. He was first caught pleasuring himself with his pants down on top of a BMW sedan at a local Home and Garden show. Two months later he was spotted mounting a green Mini Cooper

  that was parked outside a Pizza Hut and finally a witness called the police after watching him in ecstasy on a Buick Century. A psychiatrist explained that Wong is sexually attracted to the roofs

  of certain classic cars because they are “curved like a woman’s body”. He added that Wong is also aroused by motorcycles and women’s feet.




  SEX GAME BACKFIRES




  As part of a bizarre sex game, a Green Bay, Wisconsin, man handed his wife a shotgun and told her to point it at his scrotum and shoot, which she did. His mistake was in thinking that the gun

  wasn’t loaded.




  CLOTHED MAN SPARKS RIOT AT NUDIST ORGY




  A Brisbane man who refused to remove his clothes at a raunchy sex party was blamed for starting a fracas at an Australian nudist resort in 2009. Police were called to the White Cockatoo resort,

  near Port Douglas, Queensland, which was promoting a month of hedonism to boost sagging tourism figures. Resort owner Tony Fox said the “mini riot” broke out after four naked female

  guests protested when confronted by the fully clothed man. “They felt uncomfortable with him eyeing them up,” said Fox, “and I asked him to show some respect and take his clothes

  off.”
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FIREMAN MISTAsléES

SNAKE FOR H

KRAINIAN FIREMEN fled 2
buning building in panic in
2005 aferoneofthem grabbed
ahoseppe hat tmed outtobea ten-
footpython. The fr rew had arived
totadle a blaze at 2 Donetsk health
cub but when one frefighter ripped
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over what h thought vis a haseppe.
and reached o pick it up,hefound to
i horor that it was a ive snake. The
men were eventualy persuaded o e-
enter the buiding after the onner
convince them that the snake was 2.
hamesspet. @
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HEROIN-ADDICTED
ELEPHANT IN REHAB

FOUR-YEAR-OLD bl lephant.
Spentthre years i rehabatter
becoming addicted to heoin.
The animl, called *BigBrother”, had
been captured by waders in China
whoused bananas spiked with heroin
o conrol him, When polce aested
the raders a few months later and

FER T g S S

freed Big Brother, the elephant was
found o besuffering fromwithdranal
‘ymptoms and was sen to an animal
protecion centr fo rehab. Thre,as
partof his reatment he underventa
year of methadone inectons at fve
times the human dosage towean him
offis addicion.
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ftishiss Steven Bain and Steven

Gawthrop swindled thousands of
peoplein Southport Merseside,out
of thei socks in the 19905 The two
men shared a strange fascination
with feet and would approach
tourissn theresor's bars and clubs,
paying reveles up o $7.50 fortheir
socks under the pretence of
collcting them for chariy. They
made sure 1o take pictues of the
vitims with their socks and then
meticulously tagged each pair with
the donor's name before wrapping

S i,

Iu A BIZARRE SCAM, foot

theminsandvich bgs.Butit e
out that they were hoarding the
socks for ther own  sexual
gatcaion.When oneof the men's
flats s ide, polc offcers found
4,000 pairs of socks in bin bags in a
cupboard. One offcer descrbed
Having to wade through an 18nch
carpet of smelly socks. “They were
‘everywhere and anywhere,” he said.
*They were al over the fmiure,
‘hanging from lampshades and even
in the microwave, fing pan and
‘cooker. It was like there had been an
‘explosion in a sock factory.”®
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OVERWEIGHT DOG IS
VISIB‘L”E FROM SPACE

FAMLY FROM Boumemouth
relzed ther bul st might
be  ovenveight when  they
discovered that he was vistie fom
space Using the Google Eart website,
Bors's owers spoted him sprawed
Ut on the lawn of thi hotel. Fran
Miner sid:“Mybrother. v was on
the Inemet and looked at a stelte

>

picture of our place. He zoomed in a
ftl viay andnoticed abig brown blob
on the gras i front of the sundial,
Then he reakzed it was Boris in his
favourite place.” An average bull
mastifweighs inestone but Boris s
the scales 14 stone, Largely because
e begs quests for the remain of their
fullEngish breakfass @
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HORSE TESTS
POSITIVE FOR ALCOHOL

HORSE 1N Romania tested

positve for alcohol in 2008

after th cat it was puling it
an ederly man who ves iting 0n 8
bench. Witesses said the horse
*looked utof contrl” despite onner.
on Dragan's attempts o estrin i
Drogan had just bought the harse
rom a ot leading polce o suspect
that the animal might have been

i

givenakohol to make it ook stronger
and healbier before being sold. lon
Jita, head of the local veterinary
authorty,said he was amazed when
polce asked him to_estabish the
‘alcohol concentration in the horse's
blood. "We never ha such a request
before” hesaid. “Maybe 0 see what
Kind of lood it s yes,but to find out
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MAN STALKED BY
LOVELORN EMU

AN FROM Mobile, Alsbama,

had o fend off an amorous

female emu with a boat
paddie after the bird had falken in
love with him and stalked him for
days. The sixfootal, 150-pound
emu it showed up at the home of
Edand A Stardiin 1998, dinking
ffom a bid bath and eating berres
in their yard. They responded by
feedingit dog food butthei afection
for the feathered visitor began to
wane when it started folowing Mr
Stuard around with an enthusiasm
bordering on obsession. He tied to
fiighten of his suitor by fiing a gun
intotheai but theemu smply stood
there,lockingathim oromly. It then

NG

started making noses deep in its
heoat which M St unfotunately
failed 0 recognize a5 its mating call.
The next thing he knev he was being
forced to keep it at bay with the
padilebeforefleing o the safety of
s home whereheand his wie fnlly
decded 10 call the polie for hep.
Diane Roberts,diector of the local
Animal Rescve Foundation which
aptured the bird and took it away,
said: “Ive never seen an ema hold
hostages bt s was mating season
and shetooka fond king tohim. She
was absoktey ntent ot this washer
mate. Hopeluly she il meet ancther
emu and forge all about e Sturdi.
Afer . he s married man.” @






OEBPS/html/docimages/contents.jpg
CONTENTS





