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Introduction



This book provides guidance for marking the questions in English Year 4. The answers provided here should be seen as a guide. Pupils will, especially when answering comprehension questions, phrase answers differently and use different examples. However, the answers provided model good practice and will help you save time.


This book also includes:





•  tables to show how each chapter relates to ISEB’s Common Entrance Syllabus at 11+ and the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum



•  writing answer grids that provide support with marking writing tasks consistently across Key Stage 2



•  reading lists linked to the theme of each chapter (repeated at the back so they can be more easily photocopied).








Links to ISEB’s Common Entrance English syllabus 11+



The following table shows how the content of each chapter links to ISEB’s Common Entrance English syllabus 11+:
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Links to Key Stage 2 National Curriculum for English



The following table shows how the content of each chapter links to the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum for English. Appendices 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum for English can be found at www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum.
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1 Snowy stories





  1  Oliver left the house at 7 a.m. (1 mark)


  2  It took place in winter/at Christmas time. (1 mark)


  3  Oliver met Amal (1 mark) who is a friend he plays football with (1 mark).







  4  (a)  It is evening/night. (1 mark)


      (b)  Accept any appropriate quote. For example: ‘cold night air’. (1 mark)


  5  (a)  It was snowing. (1 mark)


      (b)  Accept any appropriate quote. For example: ‘broad flakes of snow‘. (1 mark)







  6  The castle was high up on a hill. (1 mark)


  7  It tells you that the light is going on and off/is not constant. (1 mark)







  8  (a)  She was sitting by the window. (1 mark)


      (b)  She was sewing. (1 mark)


  9  (a)  She wanted her daughter to have white skin (1 mark), red cheeks (1 mark) and black hair (1 mark).


      (b)  The snow gave her the idea for the skin (1 mark), the blood for the cheeks (1 mark) and the window-frame for the hair (1 mark).








10  Accept any two sensible ideas that are explained. For example: I wouldn’t feel so sad if it were set in summer (1 mark), as the sun would make me feel happy (1 mark). However, the idea for the girl’s white skin wouldn’t work if it was summer (1 mark) because there would be no snow to compare it with (1 mark). (1 mark for each idea, up to a maximum of 2, and 1 mark for each explanation, up to a maximum of 2.)



11  Look for children who can quickly choose words for the game and who are able to select more adventurous words.








12  (a)  Near Ruthin in North Wales (1 mark) in March 1947 (1 mark).


      (b)  1.65 metres. (1 mark)








13  Rain. (1 mark)








14  (a)  The Cairngorm Chairlift. (1 mark)


      (b)  76 days a year. (1 mark)








15  The slight changes in the environment as they are formed. (1 mark)








16  (a)  He attached a microscope (1 mark) to a camera (1 mark).


      (b)  No (1 mark) because the text says, ‘he photographed more than 5,000 snowflakes’ (1 mark).









17  It is unlikely because December is not the snowiest month in the UK (1 mark). It is more likely to snow in January or February in the UK (1 mark).



18  Look for children who can imitate the style of a news report, using facts, figures and formal language. Also look for confident speakers delivering their reports clearly.



19  (Prepositions underlined, adjectives in bold.)







      (a)  the whistling wind through the tall trees


      (b)  the woolly hat on the white snowman


      (c)  a jolly Santa with a bright red outfit


      (d)  colourful Christmas presents under the decorated tree


      (e)  the long, difficult walk over the steep, frosty mountain








20  Answers will vary. For example:







      (a)  spooky forest


      (b)  hammering rain


      (c)  quiet wind


      (d)  freezing snow


      (e)  cloudless sky








21  Answers will vary. For example:







      (a)  the solid ice with the enormous cracks


      (b)  the stormy clouds high in the grey sky


      (c)  the frozen lake amid the bare forest


      (d)  the excited children on the sparkling ice rink


      (e)  the warm scarf around the cold child’s neck



22  (a)  Will it snow on Boxing Day?



      (b)  I put my hat and coat on because it was so cold.


      (c)  It’s freezing!



      (d)  The trees are bare in winter.


      (e)  Playing in the snow is Paul’s favourite thing about January.








23  When is your favourite time of year? Is it summer? July and August are warm and you can play outdoors late into the evening while the sun shines. Is it autumn? The leaves begin to fall and change into beautiful colours. Is it spring? The flowers begin to bloom and the days start to get longer. Or is it winter? Everybody hopes for snow so that they can build snowmen and have snowball fights. Wow! Every season is so different!










24  (a)  imagination


      (b)  consideration


      (c)  exploration


      (d)  combination


      (e)  confirmation








25  Sentences will vary. For example:







      (a)  sensation: I had a tingling sensation in my toes when it was cold.


      (b)  preparation: Preparation is important before an exam.


      (c)  admiration: I have great admiration for Arctic explorers.


      (d)  starvation: Squirrels collect food before winter to avoid starvation.


      (e)  inspiration: The snow was the inspiration for my poem.








26  Answers will vary but the words that are added should start with a verb. For example:







      (a)  The strong wind howled through the trees.


      (b)  The heat of the sun burned my skin.


      (c)  Shards of lightning streaked through the sky.


      (d)  The cold air nipped at my skin.


      (e)  The white clouds drifted through the air.








27  Answers will vary but should offer an appropriate comparison. For example:







      (a)  The hailstones fell like bullets from the clouds.


      (b)  The mist filled the air like a thick white blanket.


      (c)  The sun was as hot as dragon’s breath.


      (d)  The wind blew loudly like an untuned orchestra.


      (e)  The waves crashed like shards of broken glass.
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