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Introduction


Sex! Drugs! Rock ’n’ Roll! Plus the Vietnam War and protests, race riots and civil rights legislation, the Great Society and assassinations, the space race and men walking on the moon (or on a Hollywood soundstage, if you bought into the swirling conspiracy theories of the day)! It was a decade of exclamation points.


Most of us who were there remember it well. For nostalgists, or those blitzed beyond recall, or you young’uns who didn’t have the good fortune to live through that thrilling, turbulent decade: Here’s this book. It’s a record of the times by The Times—and, hence, a record of those recording that time. For us 1960’s survivors who worked at The New York Times (I arrived in 1972, which was still part of the 60’s if you accept the narrative that the decade leaked well into the next one), the stories condensed here are also part of the history of this particular newspaper. How it has since changed, its many strengths and occasional biases (East Coast versus West; sometimes a little slow to register the arts and lifestyles upheavals happening under its very nose)—all that is of interest to an examination of the decade, and of newspapers.


For us Times veterans, this book is a chance to revisit the bylines of writers we knew, or at least worked with, and to savor such endearing Times quirks as Mr. and Mrs. and fancy words that would not be tolerated today, like catenary and malefic. The Times is very different now—hipper, trendier, more international and populist, online. It is no less serious but also less wedded to the Upper East and West sides of Manhattan. Still, it was the newspaper of record in the 60’s, as it is today, and this book is a distilled account of that noble mission.


As has been asserted over and over ever since, the 1960’s was the key decade of the 20th century—the most dramatic, the most controversial, the most thrilling. Only the 20’s might be able to challenge it; but for transformative impact, nothing tops the 60’s. Its resonance echoes to this day, positively and negatively. Of course, depending on where you stand along the political spectrum, what seems positive to you could seem negative to someone else, and vice versa. Our own daughter, 25, buys into most of the values of the 60’s but professes herself sick of hippies. Forget not: The 60’s were when the reaction against the 60’s began—the right-wing populist uprising led by Barry Goldwater, the election of Ronald Reagan as governor of California, the onset of the Republicans’ “Southern strategy” that flipped the Southeast into nearly solid red-state territory.


Controversy starts with where you measure the decade. Not only did it maybe not end on December 31, 1969 (although it does in this book), it also didn’t maybe begin until 1964, with the student protests in Berkeley. And while values and lifestyle of the 60’s persisted into the 70’s, as good an ending as any, certainly for this book, was the Altamont Festival just north of Berkeley—a pairing of idealistic protest and biker brutality that attests to the role of the West Coast as the epicenter of lifestyle innovation.


Another way of looking at the decade is as not exactly a war but a tension between the political and the nonpolitical, which is yet another way of looking at coastal differences. Crudely considered, nonpolitical issues—the hippies, drugs, exotic religions, murderous maniacs—defined the American West Coast. The Times, not yet the national (and international) newspaper it was to become, paid heed to what was going on out there but from afar (even in a failed West Coast edition, published from 1962 to 1964). Despite East Village hippies and their attendant tribal customs, politics ruled in the east. Protests against the Vietnam War and, underlying it, the draft somehow seemed more intense in New York. Angrier, too.


This book is divided into sections that are roughly comparable to sections of The Times. We begin with National news, which was amazingly rich, intense and scary. The struggles and triumphs of the civil rights movement claim pride of place—the lunch counter sit-ins, the Freedom Riders, the landmark court cases, the rise of the black power movement, and the stain of assassinations cutting down black leaders as well as white. The Times may have slighted the west, but it was rock-solid in its coverage of the south.


Those murderous assaults that snuffed out the optimism of John F. Kennedy’s Camelot, blighting the country’s image and self-image, extending to Robert Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X and even the actress Sharon Tate, at the hands of the crazed Manson cult, were a terrifying reminder of the instability of both public and private life.


The Vietnam War brought down Lyndon B. Johnson, who, with a solid economy and Democratic majorities in Congress after 1964, achieved a string of legislative domestic victories that are the envy of our stalemated present day. The war also fueled youth protests of the decade, in turn linked to the momentous changes in lifestyle and culture that recur throughout the decade and these pages.


The war dominated internationally, at least from the American perspective, but so did the larger cold war, which triggered the space race—a source of building excitement and tragedy, potential and actual, throughout the decade (covered here in the Science section). That culminated with Neil Armstrong and his fellow astronauts walking on the moon (which I, for one, choose to believe actually happened). The cold war inspired terror (fallout shelters), but it also galvanized our society and federal government into grand projects (men on the moon) that have shrunk in recent decades as the costs of other wars pile up and large segments of the population—glued to Fox News and recoiling from the New Deal and the Great Society—seek to diminish the role of national government in the execution of such grand national, international and extraterrestrial achievements.


But the world beyond the United States was full of other dramas, too, and The Times was there for most of them. The Berlin Wall. The failed Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban missile crisis, which arguably counts as the scariest confrontation of the cold war. Israel’s Six-Day War and the rise of the Palestine Liberation Organization. Seemingly uncountable African nations taking shape in the wake of colonialism. Reforms within the Catholic Church. China’s hydrogen bomb and brutal Cultural Revolution. Student protests abroad, in Paris and Berlin and Mexico City and beyond. The Prague Spring and its stark repression by Soviet tanks.


Economically, the 60’s seem in retrospect to have been relatively stable. Growth was steady and solid, unemployment tolerable, inflation of concern but not excessive. The income of the average American, and hence the lifestyle that income permitted, blossomed during the decade. That economy, in turn, made Kennedy’s and Johnson’s federal programs more affordable, however controversial they were at the time. The huge corporate mergers that have persisted down to our own time gained momentum, and today’s commonplaces like credit cards and certificates of deposit got under way.


The Times understandably paid considerable attention to its home city. Even more than now, New York dominated the country in finance, media, culture and, at least when it came to the Yankees, sports. Given its national prominence, some news that transpired in New York has been rightly apportioned to other sections in this book. Other local stories—like the rescue of Carnegie Hall from demolition and Robert Moses’s reshaping of the city, or Mayor John V. Lindsay’s triumphs and troubles, or crippling labor strikes and power blackouts and disasters, or even the opening of the Lincoln Center complex—were municipal and national all at once.


Similarly, the space race wasn’t just a political story emblematic of the cold war. It was a saga of scientific achievement, and thus properly dominates the Science section. But there was much more: DNA and quarks and cloning, not to speak of Masters and Johnson. We found out about lasers as weapons and healers, and holograms and videocassettes and eight-track tapes, along with the first stirrings of the Internet. Japan built its first bullet trains, and America the first jumbo jet. The birth control pill had an enormous impact on the sex part of sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll. Republicans, implacable in their opposition to “socialized medicine,” defeated Medicare before the Democrats regained control of Congress and passed it.


Youth fashions and habits shaped the coverage of Life and Style—the hippies, in short. But there was more here, too: style icons Audrey Hepburn and Jackie Kennedy and Twiggy, Ken joining Barbie in platonic intimacy, muscle cars in an era of cheap gasoline, groovy fashions and interior design. Micro-minis and Nehru suits and Mary Quant epitomized swinging London. Feminism roiled the patriarchy, and the matriarchy, too.


Julia Child elevated American eating habits. The Immigration Act of 1965 allowed an influx of Asians and South Americans, who in turn transformed our restaurants. And there was the rise of high-end restaurants and nouvelle cuisine.


The Times focused on sports in New York more than in the nation, and in the nation more than in the rest of the world. In baseball, the Yankees dominated early in the 60’s, but Sandy Koufax was the pitcher of the decade. The Dodgers and the Giants had fled to California, but the scrappy new Mets won the World Series in 1969. Professional football had its Ice Bowl and, with the merger of the American Football League and the National Football League, its first Super Bowls, won twice by the Green Bay Packers and then, improbably, by the upstart New York Jets. The Boston Celtics were the team of the decade in pro basketball, UCLA in college basketball. Cassius Clay won the heavyweight championship, became Muhammad Ali, refused induction into the draft and was stripped of his title. Records fell in the Olympics, but the 1968 installment was marked by the assertion of “black power” on the medal stand.


Last but by no means least, the arts and entertainment were transformed by new waves in pop music and films, and American popular culture was revolutionized by a British invasion and world music.


In the visual arts, the 60’s was the decade of major shows and major museum acquisitions and loans. But there was also the rise of downtown Manhattan as a newfound neighborhood for style-setting artists, with minimalism and pop art. There were major buildings by major architects, which The Times covered with new sophistication when Ada Louise Huxtable joined its ranks in 1963. (She won the first Pulitzer Prize for distinguished criticism in 1970 honoring her work in the 60’s).


Books saw the rise of remarkable new American novelists, and also a fading of parochialism with the advent of a wave of extraordinary Latin American writers led by Gabriel García Márquez.


Rudolf Nureyev defected and American Ballet Theater visited Moscow. Downtown New York experimental dance, from Merce Cunningham to the Judson Church coterie, revitalized modern dance, although the Ford Foundation’s support for George Balanchine and ballet tipped the balance back in that direction.


Broadway saw big musicals, Jerome Robbins in his prime, and the young Neil Simon and Stephen Sondheim, but also serious plays from Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee and Tom Stoppard. Joe Papp built the summertime Delacorte Theater in Central Park and the regular-season Public Theater downtown.


A new wave of French and Italian film directors were not always perceptively considered by The Times’s film criticism of the early- to mid-60’s. Hollywood blockbusters were more congenially received, if not always loved. Television, full of cheery sitcoms and variety shows and the very occasional serious drama, became the medium through which most Americans formed their political opinions, starting with the first Kennedy–Nixon presidential debate in 1960.


Finally, there was music, which meant classical landmarks: concerts at Carnegie Hall, Leonard Bernstein and his New York Philharmonic’s move to the acoustically problematic Philharmonic (now Avery Fisher) Hall at Lincoln Center, the Rudolf Bing years at the Metropolitan Opera.


But national attention was gripped by popular music—overwhelmingly, by the British invasion, an onslaught led by the Beatles, who changed music, fashion and lifestyles forever. But there was far more to 60’s pop music: Bob Dylan, rhythm and blues and Motown, world music and newly respected country (no longer “hillbilly”) music, the club rock scene in Los Angeles. And there were the first great rock festivals that culminated in Woodstock and Altamont in 1969. If Woodstock was the apex of the peace-and-love Age of Aquarius, Altamont came to be regarded as its dark underside, a symbol as good as any for the end of a miraculous decade.





National
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The times were most definitely a-changin’—for some a beacon of hope; for others an existential threat; for those in the middle, a cause for alternating excitement and unease—as the deaths among leaders at home and G.I.’s in the rice paddies of faraway Southeast Asia began piling up.


John F. Kennedy’s inauguration gave the nation a brief burst of optimism and hope. Grand plans were announced, the Vietnam War was still on the distant horizon and Fidel Castro’s presence in nearby Cuba was more an irritant than a threat—at least until the Cuban missile crisis. Youth, energy and style radiated from the White House, this before our more recent era, in which every politician’s peccadilloes have become a potential cause of humiliation or impeachment.


JFK’s assassination ended all that, and the rest of the decade—even with the drama and heady triumphs of the civil rights movement—seemed an endless parade of protests and confrontations in the South, speeches and rights legislation up north, race riots in the inner cities and, yes, assassinations of assassins and of black leaders from Medgar Evers to Malcolm X to Martin Luther King Jr. Lyndon Johnson, buoyed by a prosperous economy and Democratic majorities in Congress along with his own formidable legislative skills, was able to realize much of what JFK had envisaged domestically. But faced with the increasingly unpopular Vietnam War, he shocked the nation by announcing he would not seek reelection. Student protests, begun in Berkeley, convulsed the nation’s campuses, largely in opposition to the war and the draft. Robert Kennedy was gunned down, too, and Chappaquiddick compromised Teddy Kennedy (and cost Mary Jo Kopechne her life). Richard Speck led a parade of mass murderers, and the Manson family’s slaughters blighted Southern California. Things seemed to be unraveling at the seams.


Yet there was more to the nation’s news than gloom and turmoil. For some, the hippie groundswell promised a new beginning. Feminism took root, along with the early stirrings of the gay rights movement. Environmental consciousness became a rallying cry in late-60’s protests. César Chávez led a farm workers’ union. It was a time of memorable oratory: “Ask not what your country … ”, “I have a dream.”


To the horror of conservatives, an activist Supreme Court pushed through a series of landmark decisions. But after Barry Goldwater’s sweeping defeat in 1964, the conservative counter-revolution gained traction. Ronald Reagan became governor in California and cracked down on the dreaded University of California, until then the pride of the nation’s state higher-education system. In 1968 Eugene McCarthy and the left wing of the Democratic party’s animus against the Vietnam War drew enough votes from Hubert Humphrey to allow Richard Nixon a narrow victory in the race for the White House.


Much of what made the 60’s a fond memory for some is covered elsewhere in this book—in Lifestyle and Music, especially. The stories in the National section offer hope—for a bridging of the racial divide, for progress in so many of the other issues that have divided this country. But the parade of disappointments and deaths cast a sad pall.


FEBRUARY 15, 1960


NEGRO SITDOWNS STIR FEAR OF WIDER UNREST IN THE SOUTH


Claude Sitton


CHARLOTTE, N.C., Feb. 14—Negro student demonstrations against segregated eating facilities have raised grave questions in the South over the future of the region’s race relations. A sounding of opinion in the affected areas showed that much more might be involved than the matter of the Negro’s right to sit at a lunch counter for a coffee break.


The demonstrations were generally dismissed at first as another college fad of the “panty-raid” variety. This opinion lost adherents, however, as the movement spread from North Carolina to Virginia, Florida, South Carolina and Tennessee and involved fifteen cities.


Students of race relations in the area contended that the movement reflected growing dissatisfaction over the slow pace of desegregation in schools and other public facilities.


Moreover, these persons saw a shift of leadership to younger, more militant Negroes. This, they said, is likely to bring increasing use of passive resistance. The technique was conceived by Mohandas K. Gandhi of India and popularized among Southern Negroes by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.


The spark that touched off the protests was provided by four freshmen at North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College in Greensboro. “Segregation makes me feel that I’m unwanted,” said McNeil A. Joseph. “I don’t want my children exposed to it.”


The 17-year-old student from Wilmington, N.C., said that he approached three of his classmates the next morning and found them enthusiastic over a proposal that they demand service at the lunch counter of a downtown variety store.
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Young blacks stage a sitdown at a Woolworth store’s lunch counter in Greensboro, N.C., 1960.


About 4:45 P.M. they entered the F. W. Woolworth Company store on North Elm Street in the heart of Greensboro. Mr. Joseph said he bought a tube of toothpaste and the others made similar purchases. Then they sat down at the lunch counter.


A Negro woman kitchen helper walked up, according to the students, and told them, “You know you’re not supposed to be in here.” She later called them “ignorant” and a “disgrace” to their race.


The students then asked a white waitress for coffee.


“I’m sorry but we don’t serve colored here,” they quoted her.


“I beg your pardon,” said Franklin McCain, 18, of Washington, “you just served me at a counter two feet away. Why is it that you serve me at one counter and deny me at another. Why not stop serving me at all the counters?”


The four students sat, coffeeless, until the store closed at 5:30 P.M. Then, hearing that they might be prosecuted, they went to the executive committee of the Greensboro N.A.A.C.P. to ask advice.


The protests generally followed similar patterns. Young men and women and, in one case, high school boys and girls, walked into the stores and requested food service. Met with refusals in all cases, they remained at the lunch counters in silent protest.


The reaction of store managers in those instances was to close down the lunch counters and, when trouble developed or bomb threats were received, the entire store.


The demonstrations attracted crowds of whites. At first the hecklers were youths with duck-tailed haircuts. Some carried small Confederate battle flags. Later they were joined by older men in faded khakis and overalls.


North Carolina’s Attorney General, Malcolm B. Seawell, asserted that the students were causing “irreparable harm” to relations between whites and Negroes.


Mayor William G. Enloe of Raleigh termed it “regrettable that some of our young Negro students would risk endangering these relations by seeking to change a long-standing custom in a manner that is all but destined to fail.”


NOVEMBER 10, 1960


KENNEDY VICTORY WON BY CLOSE MARGIN
Election Doubts Finally Cleared


Stanley Levey
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President-elect John F. Kennedy makes his victory speech in the Hyannis Armory on November 9, 1960.


For hours after the polls closed Tuesday a wild electoral numbers game went on. It confused newspapers, networks and voters alike.


Even the two Presidential candidates did not quite know what to make of the figures that came streaming over the airwaves, out of newspaper columns and from the recesses of computer machines.


The result was that a clear picture of the election outcome did not appear until after midday yesterday. Only a few hours before that it seemed as if concessions and claims of a victory for Senator John F. Kennedy might have to be withdrawn.


In its second Late City Edition, which began to come off the presses shortly after 2 A.M., The New York Times carried a headline reading: “Kennedy Elected President.” The article on which the headline was based said that with 53 percent of the popular vote in, Senator Kennedy had 19,912,917 votes to 17,801,568 for Vice President Nixon.


For some hours the television and radio networks had been reporting a substantial Kennedy plurality. For example, at 11:44 P.M., the National Broadcasting Company gave the Massachusetts Senator a lead of 1,800,000. By 1:02 A.M. it had dropped to 1,500,000.


Meanwhile the key states of California and Illinois were floating into and out of the Kennedy column in the electoral vote total. At 1 A.M. Illinois seemed certain for Mr. Kennedy. But two hours later the state was in the doubtful list. The reports from Illinois grew increasingly conflicting.


The networks, The Times and Chicago newspapers at first counted the state’s twenty-seven electoral votes for Mr. Kennedy, but by about 2:45 it began to appear that Mr. Kennedy’s electoral total included states that were leaning to the candidate but that had not been won.


At 3:20 A.M. Vice President Nixon gave the Kennedy backers an apparent lift, despite the Senator’s dropping plurality, when he suggested that Mr. Kennedy would be elected if the trend prevailing at that time continued. He said he was going to bed, but he didn’t, and he made no concession. The Democratic candidate sat tight and silent at Hyannis Port, Mass.


Beginning about 4 A.M. Mr. Nixon began to cut deeply into Senator Kennedy’s lead in California and Illinois. By 5 A.M. in California, with half the districts uncounted, the Kennedy margin had been slashed from 300,000 to 100,000. Officials in many key voting districts stopped counting, thus putting the state’s thirty-two electoral votes in doubt.


At 7 A.M. The Times modified the headline it had been carrying since 2:30 A.M. Now instead of calling Senator Kennedy “elected,” The Times declared: “Kennedy Is Apparent Victor.”


By this time Mr. Kennedy’s prospects had improved slightly. He needed only eleven electoral votes to win, and he could get these by holding California or Illinois or by winning Minnesota. Mr. Nixon had to win all three states and some others besides.


Mr. Kennedy took Minnesota by about noon. The numbers game was over. 


NOVEMBER 10, 1960


KENNEDY IS YOUNGEST PRESIDENT


The election of John Fitzgerald Kennedy as thirty-fifth President of the United States breaks precedents right and left.


At 43, Mr. Kennedy is the youngest man ever elected to the White House.


A Roman Catholic, he is the first member of his faith to win the American Presidency.


As a millionaire he is not unique in the White House. But he is probably the first President who had a million to his account while still in his teens.


As a well-groomed Senator not the least of his distinctions was the fact he once addressed the Senate with his shirttail hanging out.


The facts of his life are fairly well known. His father is Joseph P. Kennedy, one-time New Dealer of the early Roosevelt days, Ambassador to the Court of St. James, a millionaire at 30 and a multi-millionaire today. His mother is Rose Fitzgerald, a daughter of John J. Fitzgerald, who successfully campaigned for Mayor of Boston by singing “Sweet Adeline” in a faultless Irish tenor.


Jack attempted to enlist in the Army when this country became involved in the war, but he was turned down because of a back weakness caused by a football injury. He did special exercises for several months and finally received a Navy commission.


Assigned first to a desk in Washington, he finally was able to win a transfer to motor torpedo boats, one of the most dangerous assignments, and in 1943 found himself in the Solomon Islands fighting night actions against Japanese vessels.


In one such encounter, his torpedo boat was rammed and cut in two and two of the crewmen were killed. The incredible story of how Lieutenant Kennedy helped save the others and led them to a near-by island where they finally were rescued was told by John Hersey in a small wartime book titled “Survival.”


Lieutenant Kennedy’s back was injured in the mishap and the malaria he contracted finally combined to bring his discharge from the Navy in the spring of 1945.


With the Kennedy family backing him, ringing doorbells, holding teas and buttonholing voters, he finished first in a nine-man primary and went on to win the election in November 1946 from the Democratic Eleventh District of Massachusetts.


Mr. Kennedy did not distinguish himself in his three terms in the House of Representatives, but he was a hard-working young legislator who did his homework well and had a better record of attendance than most.


Then came his startling Senate victory in 1952 over Henry Cabot Lodge, whose grandfather had defeated Mr. Kennedy’s grandfather for the same post almost half a century before, his fast run for the Vice Presidential nomination in 1956 at Chicago, and his Presidential campaign since for the Democratic nomination and the election.


Mr. Kennedy’s close friends admit that he does not have the warm personality of many of his predecessors. But they emphatically deny that he has no feeling at all and does everything on the basis of its effect, not because of a basic belief in its rightness.


After many years of carefree bachelorhood in Washington, New York, Hyannis Port and Palm Beach, Mr. Kennedy in 1953 married Jacqueline Lee Bouvier, the 24-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John V. Bouvier 3rd. She was a true cosmopolitan having attended Vassar, the Sorbonne and George Washington University before becoming an inquiring photographer for The Washington Times-Herald.


Their wedding in St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church in Newport on Sept. 12, 1953, was a major social event. Newport was Jacqueline’s summer home after her mother divorced her father and was married to Hugh D. Auchincloss.


The Kennedys have one daughter, Caroline, 2, and are expecting another child soon. 


JANUARY 18, 1961


EISENHOWER’S FAREWELL URGES VIGILANCE


Felix Belair Jr.


WASHINGTON, Jan. 17—President Eisenhower cautioned the nation in a farewell address from the White House tonight to be vigilant against dangers to its liberties implicit in a vast military establishment and a permanent armaments industry unparalleled in peacetime.


In his speech, which brought down the curtain on fifty years of public service, the President also warned of a second threat—“the prospect of domination of the nation’s scholars by Federal employment, project allocations and the power of money.” He said this danger was “ever present and is gravely to be regarded.”


President Eisenhower also spoke as an old soldier preparing to turn over the burdens of the Presidency to his much younger successor, President-elect John F. Kennedy. The two men will hold their second and final discussion of problems confronting the nation Thursday morning.


Foremost among these problems, the President listed the continuing Communist threat to the West and the need to combat it while striving for universal disarmament. It was “with a definite sense of disappointment” that he contemplated the failure to make greater progress toward a lasting peace.


The President stressed the need to guard against “the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex.”


This warning against the political potential of the huge military-arms production apparatus by the President came as a surprise to many in the capital. A more sentimental leave taking had been expected from the old soldier. The address was an assessment of the nation’s condition today and a frank effort to penetrate the uncertainties of the future.


The President said America today was “the strongest, the most influential and the most productive nation in the world” even though it has been involved in three major wars during the first sixty years of this century.


There will always be crises ahead, foreign and domestic, he said, but the real dangers lie not in the exigencies themselves but in the means chosen for meeting them.


Finally, President Eisenhower saw as the nation’s “continuing imperative” the ultimate goal of disarmament with mutual honor and confidence.


“As one who has witnessed the horror and the lingering sadness of war—as one who knows that another war could utterly destroy this civilization which has been so slowly and painfully built over thousands of years—I wish I could say tonight that a lasting peace is in sight,” the President said.


He noted that war had been averted and steady progress had been made toward the ultimate goal, but said that much remained to be done. 




JANUARY 21, 1961


KENNEDY’S INAUGURAL: ‘PAY ANY PRICE’ TO KEEP FREEDOM


W. H. Lawrence
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John F. Kennedy delivering his inaugural speech on January 20, 1961.


WASHINGTON, Jan. 20—John Fitzgerald Kennedy assumed the Presidency today with a call for “a grand and global alliance” to combat tyranny, poverty, disease and war.


In his Inaugural Address, he served notice on the world that the United States was ready to “pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty.”


But the nation is also ready, he said, to resume negotiations with the Soviet Union to ease and, if possible, remove world tensions.


“Let us begin anew,” Mr. Kennedy declared. “Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.”


He called on his fellow citizens to join his Administration’s endeavor:


“Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for your country.”


Warning that civility should not be mistaken for weakness and that sincerity was always subject to proof, Mr. Kennedy asked “both sides” to explore what problems “unite us instead of belaboring those problems which divide us.”


“Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors,” he went on. “Together let us explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths and encourage the arts and commerce.”


In an apparent allusion to the regime of Premier Fidel Castro of Cuba, with which the Eisenhower Administration broke diplomatic relations earlier this month, the new President sounded a warning to the Russians not to interfere in the Western Hemisphere.


“Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression or subversion anywhere in the Americas,” he said. “And let every other power know that this hemisphere intends to remain the master of its own house.”


Robert Frost, the New England poet, read his poem, “The Gift Outright,” which President Kennedy had especially requested in inviting Mr. Frost to the Inaugural.


In his day of triumph President Kennedy seemed unaffected and unfrightened as he approached the responsibilities of leadership. Recalling that President Eisenhower had broken with tradition eight years ago by decreeing black homburgs instead of tall silk top hats for inaugural wear, Mr. Kennedy was mockingly severe when he spotted a newsman in a homburg today.


“Didn’t you get the word?” he asked. “Top hats are the rule this year.”


Mr. Kennedy, who is usually hatless, seemed self-consciously uncomfortable in his topper. He wore it as briefly as possible in the trips back and forth from the White House to Capitol Hill. He also shed his coat frequently in the long day outdoors. Bronzed by the Florida sun during his pre-inauguration holiday, with his brown hair neatly brushed, he looked the picture of health as he tackled the White House job.





MARCH 2, 1961


KENNEDY SETS UP U.S. PEACE CORPS


Peter Braestrup


WASHINGTON, March 1—President Kennedy issued an executive order today creating a Peace Corps. It will enlist American men and women for voluntary, unpaid service in the developing countries of the world.


Announcing the move at his news conference, the President described the Peace Corps as a “pool of trained American men and women sent overseas by the United States Government or through private organizations and institutions to help foreign governments meet their urgent needs for skilled manpower.”


The President’s expressed hope was to have 500 to 1,000 Peace Corps workers “in the field by the end of this year.”


Life in the Peace Corps, the President stressed, “will not be easy.” Members will work without pay but they will be given living allowances. They will live at the same level as the inhabitants of the countries to which they are sent.


The President emphasized that “we will send Americans abroad who are qualified to do a job,” particularly those with technical skills in teaching, agriculture and health. “There is little doubt,” the President said in his subsequent message to Congress, “that the number of those who wish to serve will be far greater than our capacity to absorb them.”


President Kennedy first broached his version of the Peace Corps idea in a campaign speech at San Francisco last Nov. 2. Previously, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, Democrat of Minnesota, and Representative Henry S. Reuss, Democrat of Wisconsin, among others, had advocated such a plan.


White House spokesmen outlined the Peace Corps operation as follows: The initial cost for the fiscal year ending June 30 will be paid out of foreign aid funds that have already been appropriated. For the following years, a special appropriation will be required from Congress. The cost for a worker a year is estimated at $5,000 to $12,000—including training, transportation, living allowances, medical care and administrative overhead. The State Department will be in charge of the program. 


MAY 23, 1961


MONTGOMERY TENSION HIGH AFTER THREATS OF BOMBING


Claude Sitton
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Freedom Riders escorted by Mississippi National Guardsmen on their way from Montgomery, Alabama, to Jackson, Mississippi.


MONTGOMERY, Ala., Tuesday, May 23—National Guardsmen are enforcing an uneasy truce here under martial law following renewed racial violence. Bomb threats, two attempted house-burnings and minor incidents kept tension high in this first capital of the Old Confederacy in the wake of efforts to end segregation on interstate buses and in waiting rooms.


Some 1,800 pupils were evacuated from two junior high schools after telephoned bomb threats. Similar threats were received at the Greyhound bus station and Radio Station WAPX.


The police and firemen found no explosives.


Flaming “Molotov cocktails,” bottles of gasoline stoppered with rags, were tossed at two homes yesterday but neither was damaged. One house was occupied by Negroes and the other by a white restaurant operator who was acquitted recently in the shotgun slaying of a member of the Ku Klux Klan.


White-helmeted troops in green fatigues rolled through the streets in jeeps. Others with slung rifles stood watch at bus, train and airport terminals.


One hundred additional National Guardsmen were called to the Greyhound Bus Terminal late last night. It was feared there might be trouble, with several buses scheduled to arrive close together. There was no incident, and the men were ordered to return to their posts.


The local police and the state highway patrol were also on the alert. Concern was expressed over reports that Negro and white “Freedom Riders” would renew their efforts to carry the anti-segregation drive across Alabama and into Mississippi and Louisiana.


Judge Walter B. Jones has ordered the demonstrators to show cause today in Montgomery’s Circuit Court why they should not be found in contempt. He had earlier issued an injunction against them forbidding a continuation of their activities.


State officials have contended that the demonstrators violated Alabama’s segregation laws. Whites and Negroes among them have shared seats on buses and have sought service in terminal restaurants restricted to either white or Negro passengers.


The Supreme Court has ruled that a state cannot enforce segregation in transportation. This is so whether bus, plane or train is used or whether the journey crosses a state border. The court has also found that interstate waiting rooms in terminals may not be segregated. In a ruling this term, it decided also that a private restaurant in an interstate terminal designed to serve interstate passengers could not be segregated.


Gov. John Patterson, who imposed martial law here last night, is expected to address a joint session of the Legislature at noon today on the controversy.


In a statement yesterday, he reiterated his contention that “the Federal Government has no business or legal authority to interfere in our internal problems.”


The demonstration on wheels began in Washington under the sponsorship of the Congress of Racial Equality. Angry whites attacked one group last week in Anniston, Ala., and then put a torch to a bus on which another group was riding.


When the riders reached Birmingham, a bloody riot ensued. The demonstrators discontinued their efforts and left the state by plane.


But other demonstrators from the Nashville, Tenn., Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee boarded a bus in Birmingham last Saturday and reached Montgomery.


A second riot broke out here upon their arrival and a third came Sunday when they gathered at a Negro mass meeting in the First Baptist Church.


Federal marshals, and, later, the city police and highway patrolmen, held a mob of whites at bay with tear gas and night sticks. An automobile was overturned and burned and a number of persons were injured.


The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. of Atlanta, president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and other Negro leaders met here late yesterday to plan other anti-segregation activities.


Meanwhile, interstate buses entering the state were stopped for Alabama highway patrolmen to read the state court order barring more persons seeking to end segregation. Officials said this was done to put riders “on notice” so that violators of the injunction could receive contempt citations. 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1962


NEGRO REJECTED AT MISSISSIPPI U.


Claude Sitton
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James Meredith accompanied by U.S. Marshals after registering for entry at the University of Mississippi, 1962.


OXFORD, Miss., Sept. 20—Gov. Ross R. Barnett denied James H. Meredith, a 29-year-old Negro, admission to the University of Mississippi today. In so doing, the Governor defied orders of the Federal courts.


In rejecting the application of Mr. Meredith, an Air Force veteran, Mr. Barnett set the stage for one of the most critical conflicts between state and Federal authority yet seen in the South. The controversy poses grave problems of international significance for the Kennedy Administration.


Shortly before flying here from Jackson, the state capital, Governor Barnett persuaded the Board of Trustees of Institutions of Higher Learning to appoint him as special registrar to deal with the “registration or non-registration” of the Negro student.


Governor Barnett, who has asserted his willingness to go to jail to prevent the desegregation of the university, confronted Mr. Meredith today in a dramatic 20-minute meeting.


Approximately 100 uniformed State Highway patrolmen and scores of sheriffs, deputies, plainclothesmen and policemen held back a crowd of 2,000 jeering students.


As the automobile carrying Mr. Meredith and Federal officials pulled away toward Memphis, the students swarmed across a grassy, tree-shaded mall in a futile attempt to stop them.


Following their departure, Governor Barnett emerged and told newsmen:


“The only statement I have to make is this: The application of James Meredith was refused.”


There are no immediate indications as to the outcome of the dispute, which comes during the week of the 100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation under which President Lincoln declared slaves in the Confederate States free.


Governor Barnett threw down the gauntlet of defiance in a television address a week ago tonight. He invoked the legally discredited doctrine of interposition.


By this act, he contended, he “interposed” the power of the state between the Federal Government and the university and thus nullified the desegregation order.


If the Governor’s present strategy fails, his only apparent recourse is to close the university. 




OBITUARY


NOVEMBER 8, 1962


MRS. ROOSEVELT DIES AT 78 AFTER ILLNESS OF SIX WEEKS


Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt died last night.


The former First Lady, famous as the wife and widow of the 32nd President of the United States and an international figure in her own right, died at 6:15 P.M. in her home at 55 East 74th Street. She was 78 years old.


Reaction to Mrs. Roosevelt’s death was quick and deep.


The woman who was a noted humanitarian, author and columnist, delegate to the United Nations and active force in the Democratic party was mourned by people over the world.


President Kennedy called her “one of the great ladies in the history of this country.” The President and former President Harry S. Truman announced they planned to attend Mrs. Roosevelt’s funeral.


Mrs. Roosevelt succumbed four weeks after her birthday, which was Oct. 11, and six weeks after she entered a hospital with anemia and a lung infection.


Her family announced that a private funeral service would be held at St. James’s Protestant Episcopal Church in Hyde Park, N.Y., at 2 P.M. Saturday.


Mrs. Roosevelt will be buried next to her husband, who died on April 12, 1945. There is a tombstone over his grave, in the rose garden of the Hyde Park home, which contains his name, the year of his birth and the year of his death. Also carved into the stone are the name Anna Eleanor Roosevelt and the year of her birth.


Shortly after the first signs of illness, she went to the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center, on Sept. 26. She marked her 78th birthday in the hospital and, it was learned last night, began pressing to be released so that she could convalesce at home.


Three of Mrs. Roosevelt’s children were at the apartment last night. In addition to her daughter Anna Roosevelt Halsted, wife of Dr. James A. Halsted, there were Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. and John. The two other sons took planes to come here. Elliott was flying from Miami and James arrived early today by plane from California, where he won re-election to the House of Representatives in Tuesday’s elections.


Mrs. Roosevelt’s body was taken last night from the five-story building where she had occupied the second and third floors, placed in an unmarked hearse at 8:25 and taken to the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center for an autopsy.


During her illness, Mrs. Roosevelt had only one visitor who was not a member of the family—Adlai E. Stevenson, the United States representative at the United Nations. Mrs. Roosevelt had worked closely with Mr. Stevenson in the United Nations for many years, and she had asked him to talk with her about the Cuban crisis.


The family announced shortly after Mrs. Roosevelt’s death that no one would be permitted inside the house here, but an exception was quickly made for Mr. Stevenson. He stayed five minutes.


Besides her five children, Mrs. Roosevelt is survived by 19 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.





APRIL 13, 1963


Dr. KING ARRESTED IN BIRMINGHAM


Foster Hailey


BIRMINGHAM, Ala., April 12—The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was arrested this afternoon when he defied a court injunction and led a march of Negroes toward the downtown section.


The marchers were halted after four and a half blocks—but not before more than a thousand shouting, singing Negroes had joined in the demonstration.


In addition to Dr. King, the Rev. Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy, secretary of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and more than 60 others were taken into custody. There was no violence.


The march was the most spectacular of many demonstrations held since a direct action assault on Birmingham racial barriers was begun 10 days ago under the leadership of the local affiliate of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.


There has been much opposition in the Negro community here of more than 100,000 to pressing the campaign just as a new and moderate city administration is taking office and to the participation of Dr. King, even though he has said he was invited to come. There also has been some reported grumbling that Dr. King was letting local people get arrested and staying safely behind the lines himself.


Today’s march was the most widely advertised demonstration yet held and was viewed by larger groups of Negroes than any of the others. It was originally scheduled to start at noon from the Sixth Avenue Zion Hill Baptist Church, a small church at 14th Street and Sixth Avenue North, three blocks inside the main Negro section of the city.


It was 2:40 P.M., however, before Dr. King and the others emerged from the church doors and started east up Sixth Avenue. Dr. King and Dr. Abernathy were at the head of a procession of 40 or 50 marchers. They were dressed in blue jeans and blue cotton shirts to dramatize the efforts they have been making to bring about a Negro boycott of Easter buying at downtown white stores.


As the head of the march passed behind some trucks at the entrance to a garage, T. Eugene Connor, Birmingham’s Commissioner of Public Safety, told his forces “stop them there.”


Two motorcycle patrolmen and two detectives grabbed Dr. King and Dr. Abernathy and hustled them into a police van a few steps away. The order of the marchers, which had started out two abreast, had been disrupted as eager onlookers joined in behind them and on either side. Thus police had difficulty trying to sort the marchers from spectators.


Dr. King and the local leaders say that no matter who is arrested others will step forward to take their place. They say that the campaign will be continued until there is at least a beginning made in easing discrimination. 


MAY 13, 1963


U. S. SENDS TROOPS INTO ALABAMA AFTER RIOTS SWEEP BIRMINGHAM;
Kennedy Alerts State’s Guard


Anthony Lewis
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Protesters being hit by a high-pressure water jets from a firehoses by police in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963.


WASHINGTON, May 12—President Kennedy tonight dispatched Federal troops to bases near Birmingham, Ala., for use if racial violence breaks out again.


His action followed three hours of rioting early this morning in which 50 persons were injured. The rioting erupted after two buildings were bombed.


The President also ordered all “necessary preliminary steps” be taken to call the Alabama National Guard into Federal service. The actual call can then be accomplished in minutes if the President decides it is needed.


The President made known these emergency moves at the White House tonight. He appeared before the press and television cameras at 8:48 P. M, to read a grave statement on the Birmingham crisis, The President declared:


“This Government will do whatever must be done to preserve order, to protect the lives of its citizens and to uphold the law of the land. I am certain that the vast majority of the citizens of Birmingham, both white and Negro—particularly those who labored so hard to achieve the peaceful, constructive settlement of last week—can feel nothing but dismay at the efforts of those who would replace conciliation and good will with violence and hate.”


The Defense Department would not identify the troop units or indicate their size, except to say that all came from outside Alabama.


Mr. Kennedy acted after conferring for three hours with Secretary of Defense Robert S.


McNamara, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, Secretary of the Army Cyrus Vance and other officials.


The President’s statement made clear the deep concern of the Administration over last night’s bombings of Negro residences in Birmingham and the resulting riots and police action.


Government sources said the events of the night gave an entirely new cast to the Birmingham racial crisis. From a protest demonstration, they said, it had become an ugly, violent struggle.


In addition to concern over the bombings and the rioting, officials were disturbed by the police reaction. It was reported that the Birmingham police, behaving efficiently and fairly, had the situation under control when state troopers came in and revived tensions.


The eruption of violence threatened the agreement reached last week, with the help of Federal mediation, to end the Negro protest demonstrations. White business leaders had agreed to gradual desegregation of their facilities. 


JUNE 12, 1963


ALABAMA ADMITS NEGRO STUDENTS; WALLACE BOWS TO FEDERAL FORCE


Claude Sitton
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Gov. George Wallace is confronted by Deputy U.S. Attorney Nicholas Katzenbach, right, at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa on June 11, 1963.


TUSCALOOSA, Ala., June 11—Gov. George C. Wallace stepped aside today when confronted by federalized National Guard troops and permitted two Negroes to enroll in the University of Alabama. There was no violence.


The Governor, flanked by state troopers, had staged a carefully planned show of defying a Federal Court desegregation order.


Mr. Wallace refused four requests this morning from a Justice Department official that he allow Miss Vivian Malone and James A. Hood, both 20 years old, to enter Foster Auditorium and register.


This was in keeping with a campaign pledge that he would “stand in the schoolhouse door’’ to prevent a resumption of desegregation in Alabama’s educational system.


The official, Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, Deputy Attorney General, did not press the issue by bringing the students from a waiting car to face the Governor. Instead, they were taken to their dormitories.


However, the outcome was foreshadowed even then. Mr. Katzenbach told Mr. Wallace during the confrontation:


“From the outset, Governor, all of us have known that the final chapter of this history will be the admission of these students.’’


Units of the 31st (Dixie) Division, federalized on orders from President Kennedy, arrived on the campus four and a half hours later under the command of Brig. Gen. Henry V. Graham.


A Birmingham real estate executive in civilian life, General Graham is the former State Adjutant General who enforced modified martial law in Montgomery, the state capital, following the Freedom Rider riots in 1961.


In a voice that was scarcely audible, General Graham said that it was his “sad duty’’ to order the Governor to step aside.


Mr. Wallace then read the second of two statements challenging the constitutionality of court-ordered desegregation and left the auditorium with his aides for Montgomery.


This sequence of events, which took place in a circus atmosphere, appeared to have given the Governor the face-saving exit he apparently wanted.


Whether the courts find that he actually defied the order issued last Wednesday by District Judge Seybourn H. Lynne in Birmingham remained to be seen. Significantly, Edwin O. Guthman, special assistant for information to Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, noted that the students had not presented themselves for admission until Mr. Wallace had left the campus.


It thus appeared that the Kennedy Administration had saved itself the political embarrassment of bringing a contempt-of-court action against a second Southern Governor.


Gov. Ross R. Barnett of Mississippi now faces a trial for contempt as a result of his repeated defiance of orders directing the admission of James H. Meredith, a Negro, to the University of Mississippi last fall.


Tonight Mr. Guthman, in a news conference, said that it would be up to the courts to determine if Mr. Wallace should be prosecuted. He declined repeatedly to say whether the Justice Department would bring charges.


Governor Wallace gave no indication whether he still planned a show of defiance Thursday, when another Negro is scheduled to register at the university’s Huntsville branch.


He is Dave M. McGlathery, 27, a mathematician for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration at the George C. Marshall Space Flight Center in that northern Alabama city.


However, there was speculation among Wallace aides that the Governor would not seek to interfere with Mr. McGlathery’s registration.


Mr. Guthman told newsmen that Federal officials did not now plan to send troops to Huntsville. “The situation will be handled by state and university officials,’’ he said.


There were indications that the 500 to 600 Guardsmen dispatched to Tuscaloosa might not be needed for a lengthy period.


Judge Lynne’s preliminary injunction against Governor Wallace followed a finding by District Judge H. H. Grooms that the university must admit the three students under a permanent injunction issued by Judge Grooms in 1955.


That order brought the registration of Miss Autherine Lucy, the first Negro to attend a formerly white public education institution in this state.


Miss Lucy, now Mrs. H. L. Foster, went to classes for three days in 1956. She withdrew and was later expelled after her lawyers had accused university officials of conspiring with the rioters who opposed her presence.


The long-awaited confrontation between Governor Wallace and the Federal officials came shortly after 11 o’clock [1 P.M., New York time] on the sunbaked north steps of Foster Auditorium, a three-story building of red brick with six limestone columns.


Governor Wallace stood waiting behind a lectern placed in the doorway by a state trooper. He wore a microphone around his neck that was connected to a public address system.


Mr. Katzenbach said he had a proclamation from President Kennedy directing Governor Wallace to end his defiant stand. He asked the Governor to give way, but Mr. Wallace interrupted him and began reading a lengthy statement.


Mr. Wallace cited the provision of the 10th Amendment that provides that powers not delegated to the Federal Government are retained by the states.


“I stand here today, as Governor of this sovereign state, and refuse to willingly submit to illegal usurpation of power by the Central Government,’’ he said.


“I take it from that statement that you are going to stand in the door and that you are not going to carry out the orders of the court,’’ said Mr. Katzenbach, “and that you are going to resist us from doing so. Is that correct?’’


“I stand according to my statement,’’ replied Mr. Wallace.


After several pleas in a similar vein, including the one in which he forecast the students’ admission, Mr. Katzenbach waited for the Governor to reply. Mr. Wallace stood defiantly in the door, his head thrown back, his lips pressed tightly.


At 3:16 P.M., three National Guard troop carriers escorted by Tuscaloosa motorcycle patrolmen and followed by a jeep roared up to Mary Burke Hall. Infantrymen, dressed in green fatigues and armed with M-1 rifles, jumped down and formed beside the auditorium.


Another convoy arrived on a street northwest of the auditorium. General Graham pulled up beside it in a green, unmarked command car.


General Graham walked to within four feet of the Governor. Standing at attention and leaning forward, he began to speak in a grim voice.


“It is my sad duty - ‘’ and his voice sank so low that bystanders could barely hear it.


Governor Wallace pulled a crumpled piece of paper from his pocket and read a brief statement. He said that had the Guardsmen not been federalized, “I would at this point be your commander. I know that this [duty] is a bitter pill for you to swallow.’’


He then reiterated earlier requests that white Alabamians refrain from violence.


The Governor denounced what he termed a trend toward “military dictatorship’’ in the nation. “We shall now return to Montgomery to continue this constitutional fight,’’ he said.


General Graham saluted the Governor smartly. After returning the salute, Mr. Wallace and his aides walked swiftly to waiting cars and were driven away, to the cheers of students.


Three minutes after their departure, Mr. Hood walked into the auditorium with Federal officials to register. Miss Malone followed a minute later. 




OBITUARY


AUGUST 28, 1963


W. E. B. DUBOIS DIES IN GHANA; LEADER AND AUTHOR, 95


ACCRA, Ghana, Wednesday, Aug. 28— W. E. B. DuBois, the American Negro philosopher and writer, who settled in Ghana a few years ago, died last night, the Government announced. He was 95 years old.


Dr. DuBois, who had come here as a special guest of President Kwame Nkrumah, was director of the Encyclopedia Africana, which is sponsored by the Government. He became a citizen of Ghana this year.


As a sociologist, educator and writer, he frequently disagreed not only with whites but with members of his own race. Early in his career, he challenged the philosophy of Booker T. Washington. Dr. DuBois was one of the founders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, but later broke with the organization under conditions of bitterness.


During his later years, he was active in many left-wing and Communist activities. In the fall of 1961—at the age of 93—he joined the Communist party. At about the same time, he went to Ghana as head of the secretariat planning the new Negro encyclopedia.


Among Dr. DuBois’ major writings were “Souls of Black Folk,” published in 1903; “Darkwater,” 1920; “Dark Princess,” 1924; “The Encyclopedia of the Negro,” 1931-1946; “The Gift of the Black Folk” and “In Battle for Peace,” 1952.


For the next 20 years, he said, he attacked the Democrats, Republicans and Socialists. He said that he had “praised the attitudes of the Communists but opposed their tactics in the case of the Scottsboro boys and their advocacy of a Negro state.”


In recent years, Dr. DuBois traveled extensively in Communist China and the Soviet Union. On his 91st birthday, he was honored in Peking by a celebration attended by Premier Chou En-lai.







JUNE 13, 1963


N.A.A.C.P. LEADER SLAIN IN JACKSON;
Protests Mount


Claude Sitton


JACKSON, Miss., June 12—A sniper lying in ambush shot and fatally wounded a Negro civil rights leader early today.


The slaying touched off mass protests by Negroes in which 158 were arrested. It also aroused widespread fear of further racial violence in this state capital.


The victim of the shooting was Medgar W. Evers, 37-year-old Mississippi field secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Struck in the back by a bullet from a high-powered rifle as he walked from his automobile to his home, he died less than an hour later—at 1:14 A.M. (3:14 A.M., New York Time)—in University Hospital.


Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation joined Jackson, Hinds County and state authorities in the search for the killer.


A 51-year-old white man was picked up, questioned for several hours and released. Investigators discovered a .30-06-caliber rifle with a newly attached telescopic sight in a vacant lot near the honeysuckle thicket from which they believed the fatal shot had been fired.


The first demonstration today occurred at 11:25 A.M., when 13 ministers left the Pearl Street African Methodist Episcopal Church and walked silently toward the City Hall.


Mrs. Evers spoke tonight to some 500 persons at a mass meeting in the Pearl Street church. Dressed in a pale green dress, she appeared tired but composed. Many women in the audience wept openly.


Referring to her husband’s death, she said, “It was his wish that this [Jackson] movement would be one of the most successful that this nation has ever known.”


Mr. Evers, a native of Decatur, Miss., and an Army veteran of World War II, had been one of the key leaders in the Negroes’ drive here to win a promise from the city to hire some Negro policemen and to appoint a biracial committee.


He left a mass meeting at a church last night, stopped at the residence of a Negro lawyer and then drove to his home on the city’s northern edge. Before leaving the church, he remarked to a newsman that “tomorrow will be a big day.”


He arrived at his neat, green-paneled and buff-brick ranch-style home on Guynes Street shortly after midnight. The accounts of the authorities, his wife and neighbors showed that the following series of events had taken place:


He parked his 1962 light blue sedan in the driveway, behind his wife’s station wagon.


As he turned to walk into a side entrance opening into a carport, the sniper’s bullet struck him just below the right shoulder blade.


Mr. Evers staggered to the doorway, his keys in his hand, and collapsed near the steps. His wife, Myrlie, and three children rushed to the door.


The screaming of the children, “Daddy! Daddy! Daddy!” awoke a neighbor, Thomas A. Young. Another neighbor, Houston Wells, said he had heard the shot and the screams of Mrs. Evers.


Mr. Wells, according to the police, said he had looked out a bedroom window, saw Mr. Evers’ crumpled body in the carport and had rushed out into his yard. He said he had crouched behind a clump of shrubbery, fired a shot into the air and shouted for help.


The police, who arrived a short time later, helped neighbors place Mr. Evers in Mr. Wells’ station wagon.


As the station wagon sped to University Hospital, those who accompanied the dying man said he had murmured weakly, “Sit me up,” and later, “Turn me loose.”


Dr. A. B. Britton, Mr. Evers’s physician, a member of the Mississippi Advisory Committee to the Federal Civil Rights Commission, rushed to the hospital. He indicated that the victim had died from loss of blood and internal injuries.


Mr. Evers expressed a premonition several weeks ago that he might be shot, according to Dr. Britton. The physician said he and other friends believed that they should have taken steps then to protect him.
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Myrlie Evers (right) with her son Darryl Kenyatta during the funeral of her husband, civil rights activist Medgar Evers, Jackson, Mississippi, June 18, 1963.





AUGUST 29, 1963


200,000 MARCH FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who delivered his “I Have a Dream” speech during the March on Washington, August 1963.


E.W. Kenworthy


WASHINGTON, Aug. 28—More than 200,000 Americans, most of them black but many of them white, demonstrated here today for a full and speedy program of civil rights and equal job opportunities. It was the greatest assembly for a redress of grievances that this capital has ever seen.


One hundred years and 240 days after Abraham Lincoln enjoined the emancipated slaves to “abstain from all violence” and “labor faithfully for reasonable wages,” this vast throng proclaimed in march and song and through the speeches of their leaders that they were still waiting for the freedom and the jobs.


The march leaders went from the shadows of the Lincoln Memorial to the White House to meet with the President for 75 minutes. Afterward, Mr. Kennedy issued a 400-word statement praising the marchers for the “deep fervor and the quiet dignity” that had characterized the demonstration.


At the Lincoln Memorial early in the afternoon, in the midst of a songfest before the addresses, Josephine Baker, the singer, who had flown from her home in Paris, said to the thousands stretching down both sides of the Reflecting Pool: “You are on the eve of a complete victory. You can’t go wrong. The world is behind you.” Miss Baker said, as if she saw a dream coming true before her eyes, that “this is the happiest day of my life.”


But paradoxically it was Dr. King—who had suffered perhaps most of all—who ignited the crowd with words that might have been written by the sad, brooding man enshrined within.


As he arose, a great roar welled up from the crowd. When he started to speak, a hush fell.


“Even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream,” he said.


“It is a dream chiefly rooted in the American dream,” he went on.


“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.’


“I have a dream…” The vast throng listening intently to him roared.


“…that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit together at the table of brotherhood.


“I have a dream…” The crowd roared.


“…that one day even the State of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.


“I have a dream…” The crowd roared.


“…that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.


As Dr. King concluded with a quotation from a Negro hymn—“Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty”—the crowd, recognizing that he was finishing, roared once again and waved their signs and pennants.


The day dawned clear and cool. At 7 A.M. the town had a Sunday appearance, except for the shuttle buses drawn up in front of Union Station, waiting.


By 10 A.M. there were 40,000 on the slopes around the Washington Monument. An hour later the police estimated the crowd at 90,000. And still they poured in.


There was no violence to mark the demonstration. In fact, at times there was an air of hootenanny about it as groups of schoolchildren clapped hands and swung into the familiar freedom songs.


But if the crowd was good-natured, the underlying tone was one of dead seriousness. The emphasis was on “freedom” and “now.” At the same time the leaders emphasized, paradoxically but realistically, that the struggle was just beginning. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1963


WALLACE ENDS RESISTANCE AS GUARD IS FEDERALIZED


Claude Sitton


BIRMINGHAM, Ala—Sept, 10—Twenty Negroes attended previously white schools in three Alabama cities today after President Kennedy’s federalization of the state’s, National Guardsmen ended the defiance of Gov. George C. Wallace.


The police here arrested 12 whites in a “rowdy, two-hour demonstration over the admission of two Negro girls to West End High School under a Federal court order. This coupled with already existing racial tension, raised a threat of further disorder.


No major incidents the desegregation of to other schools here, four in Huntsville—where classes began yesterday and one each in Tuskegee and Mobile. The 425 Guardsmen ordered to active duty by Federal officials remained in their armories.


Combined school attendance here at West End and Graymont elementary school, where two Negroes enrolled, dropped by almost 90 percent. But Ramsay High School, which accepted one Negro, showed a slight increase.


Only some 165 of an expected total of 550 students appeared for classes at the Tuskegee public school, which 13 Negroes are attending. Attendance figures at four Huntsville schools that have one Negro pupil each and at Murphy High School in Mobile, which has two, were near normal.


Governor Wallace conceded at a news conference in the state Capitol in Montgomery that for the second time in three months he had been forced to retreat from a posture of massive resistance to desegregation in education. “I can’t fight bayonets with my bare hands,” he said.


The Kennedy Administration had given every indication that it would avoid, if possible, any confrontation with the Governor that might result in his arrest. This was the policy in the dispute over desegregation at the University of Alabama last June. Mr. Wallace staged a show of defiance there by blocking two Negro students, but he retreated in the face of National Guardsmen called out by the President. 




SEPTEMBER 15, 1963


Birmingham Bomb Kills 4 Negro Girls In Church


Claude Sitton


Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 15—A bomb severely damaged a Negro church today during Sunday school services, killing four Negro girls and setting off racial rioting and other violence in which two Negro boys were shot to death.


Fourteen Negroes were injured in the explosion. One Negro and five whites were hurt in the disorders that followed.


Some 500 National Guardsmen in battle dress stood by at armories here tonight, on orders of Gov. George C. Wallace. And 300 state troopers joined the Birmingham police, Jefferson County sheriff’s deputies and other law-enforcement units in efforts to restore peace.


Sporadic gunfire sounded in Negro neighborhoods tonight, and small bands of residents roamed the streets. Aside from the patrols that cruised the city armed with riot guns, carbines and shotguns, few whites were seen.


At one point, three fires burned simultaneously in Negro sections, one at a broom and mop factory, one at a roofing company and a third in another building. An incendiary bomb was tossed into a supermarket, but the flames were extinguished swiftly. Fire marshals investigated blazes at two vacant houses to see if arson was involved.


The explosion at the 16th Street Baptist Church this morning brought hundreds of angry Negroes pouring into the streets. Some attacked the police with stones. The police dispersed them by firing shotguns over their heads.


Governor Wallace, at the request of city officials, offered a $5,000 reward for the arrest and conviction of the bombers.


None of the 50 bombings of Negro property here since World War II have been solved.


The bombing came five days after the desegregation of three previously all-white schools in Birmingham. The way had been cleared for the desegregation when President Kennedy federalized the Alabama National Guard and the Federal courts issued a sweeping order against Governor Wallace, thus ending his defiance toward the integration step.


The four girls killed in the blast had just heard Mrs. Ella C. Demand, their teacher, complete the Sunday school lesson for the day. The subject was “The Love That Forgives.”


During the period between the class and an assembly in the main auditorium, they went to the women’s lounge in the basement, at the northeast corner of the church.


The blast occurred at about 10:25 A.M. (12:25 P.M. New York time).


Church members said they found the girls huddled together beneath a pile of masonry debris.


Both parents of each of three of the victims teach in the city’s schools. The dead were identified by University Hospital officials as:


Cynthia Wesley, 14, the only child of Claude A. Wesley, principal of the Lewis Elementary School, and Mrs. Wesley, a teacher there.


Denise McNair, 11, also an only child, whose parents are teachers.


Carol Robertson, 14, whose parents are teachers and whose grandmother, Mrs. Sallie Anderson, is one of the Negro members of a biracial committee established by Mayor Boutwell to deal with racial problems.


Addie Mae Collins, 14, about whom no information was immediately available.


The blast blew gaping holes through walls in the church basement. Floors of offices in the rear of the sanctuary appeared near collapse. Stairways were blocked by splintered window frames, glass and timbers.


Chief Police Inspector W. J. Haley said the impact of the blast indicated that at least 15 sticks of dynamite might have caused it. He said the police had talked to two witnesses who reported having seen a car drive by the church, slow down and then speed away before the blast.







NOVEMBER 23, 1963


KENNEDY KILLED BY SNIPER AS HE RIDES IN CAR IN DALLAS; JOHNSON SWORN IN ON PLANE


Tom Wicker


DALLAS, Nov. 22—President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was shot and killed by an assassin today.


He died of a wound in the brain caused by a rifle bullet that was fired at him as he was riding through downtown Dallas in a motorcade. Vice President Lyndon Baines Johnson, who was riding in the third car behind Mr. Kennedy’s, was sworn in as the 36th President of the United States 99 minutes after Mr. Kennedy’s death.


Shortly after the assassination, Lee H. Oswald, who once defected to the Soviet Union and who has been active in the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, was arrested by the Dallas police. Tonight he was accused of the killing.


Mr. Johnson, who was uninjured in the shooting, took his oath in the Presidential jet plane as it stood on the runway at Love Field. The body of Mr. Kennedy was aboard. Immediately after the oath-taking, the plane took off for Washington.


Standing beside the new President as Mr. Johnson took the oath of office was Mrs. John F. Kennedy. Her stockings were spattered with her husband’s blood.
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Lyndon B. Johnson being sworn in as president aboard Air Force One with Lady Bird Johnson and Jacqueline Kennedy.


Gov. John B. Connally Jr. of Texas, who was riding in the same car with Mr. Kennedy, was severely wounded in the chest, ribs and arm. His condition was serious, but not critical.


The killer fired the rifle from a building just off the motorcade route. Mr. Kennedy, Governor Connally and Mr. Johnson had just received an enthusiastic welcome from a large crowd in downtown Dallas.


Mr. Kennedy apparently was hit by the first of what witnesses believed were three shots. He was driven at high speed to Dallas’s Parkland Hospital. There, in an emergency operating room, with only physicians and nurses in attendance, he died without regaining consciousness.


Mrs. Kennedy was in the hospital near her husband when he died, but not in the operating room. When the body was taken from the hospital in a bronze coffin about 2 P.M., Mrs. Kennedy walked beside it.


Malcolm Kilduff, the assistant White House press secretary, announced the President’s death, with choked voice and redrimmed eyes, at about 1:36 P.M.


The details of what happened when shots first rang out, as the President’s car moved along at about 25 miles an hour, were sketchy. Secret Service agents, who might have given more details, were unavailable to the press at first, and then returned to Washington with President Johnson.


No witnesses reported seeing or hearing any of the Secret Service agents or policemen fire back. One agent was seen to brandish a machine gun as the cars sped away. But the events had occurred so quickly that there was apparently nothing for the men to shoot at.





NOVEMBER 25, 1963


NIGHT-CLUB MAN IS OSWALD’S SLAYER


Gladwin Hill
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Lee Harvey Oswald being taken into custody by police after allegedly shooting President Kennedy, November 22, 1963.


DALLAS, Nov. 24—President Kennedy’s assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, was fatally shot by a Dallas night-club operator today as the police started to move him from the city jail to the county jail.


The assailant, Jack Rubenstein, known as Jack Ruby, lunged from a cluster of newsmen observing the transfer of Oswald from the jail to an armored truck.


Millions of viewers saw the shooting on television.


As the shot rang out, a police detective suddenly recognized Ruby and exclaimed: “Jack, you son of a bitch!”


A murder charge was filed against Ruby by Assistant District Attorney William F. Alexander. Justice of the Peace Pierce McBride ordered him held without bail.


Oswald was arrested Friday after Mr. Kennedy was shot dead while riding through Dallas in an open car. He was charged with murdering the President and a policeman who was shot a short time later while trying to question Oswald.


As the 24-year-old prisoner, flanked by two detectives, stepped onto a basement garage ramp, Ruby thrust a .38-caliber, snub-nose revolver into Oswald’s left side and fired a single shot.


The 52-year-old night-club operator, an ardent admirer of President Kennedy and his family, was described as having been distraught.


District Attorney Henry Wade said he understood that the police were looking into the possibility that Oswald had been slain to prevent him from talking, The Associated Press reported. Mr. Wade said that so far no connection between Oswald and Ruby had been established.


Oswald slumped to the concrete paving, wordlessly clutching his side and writhing with pain.


Oswald apparently lost consciousness very quickly after the shooting. Whether he was at any point able to speak, if he wanted to, was not known.


The politically eccentric warehouse clerk was taken in a police ambulance to the Parkland Hospital, where President Kennedy died Friday. He died in surgery at 1:07 P.M., less than two hours after the shooting. The exact time Oswald was shot was not definitely established.


Four plainclothes men, from a detail of about 50 police officers carrying out the transfer, pounced on Ruby as he fired the shot and overpowered him.


Ruby, who came to Dallas from Chicago 15 years ago, had a police record here listing six allegations of minor offenses. The disposition of five was not noted. A charge of liquor law violation was dismissed. Two of the entries, in July 1953, and May 1954, involved carrying concealed weapons.


Back at the jail, Ruby was taken to the same fourth-floor cellblock where his victim had been the focus of attention the last two days. Reports that filtered out about his preliminary remarks said that he had been impelled to kill President Kennedy’s assassin by sympathy for Mrs. Kennedy. It was reported he did not want her to go through the ordeal of returning to Dallas for the trial of Oswald. 


MARCH 17, 1964


PRESIDENT URGES A $1 BILLION DRIVE AGAINST POVERTY


Marjorie Hunter


WASHINGTON, March 16—President Johnson placed his controversial billion-dollar war on poverty on the Congressional firing line today and declared, “Our objective: total victory.”


His long-delayed program, embracing both new proposals and some similar to ones pending in Congress, would focus primarily on two areas:




	Helping 380,000 underprivileged young people—in the first year alone—to break the cycle of poverty through job training and education in camps, centers, communities and campuses. This would cost $412.5 million.


	
Stimulating local communities throughout the nation into waging antipoverty wars of their own with Federal assistance. This would cost $315 million.





One startling new proposal would authorize Federal loans to nonprofit corporations to acquire rural land and develop it into family-size farms for sale to low-income families.


There are other proposals to create new jobs for the unemployed, to reduce welfare rolls by providing job training for breadwinners and to create a sort of domestic peace corps.


“The war on poverty,” Mr. Johnson said in his special message on poverty to Congress, “is not a struggle simply to support people, to make them dependent on the generosity of others. It is a struggle to give people a chance.”


Already under attack in some quarters as an election-year bid for votes, the President’s program faces an uncertain fate in Congress. Its success could rest largely on the President himself and on the persuasiveness of the man he has named as his “personal chief of staff” for the war against poverty: Sargent Shriver, director of the Peace Corps.


Many parts of the President’s program echo proposals made by President Kennedy and already before Congress: a domestic peace corps, work-study for college students, work-training for young people, work-relief for parents of children on welfare rolls and civilian work-training camps for youths.


But Mr. Johnson proposed new programs, too, principally ones to induce community action and to assist rural families. By wrapping all these programs—new and old—into one package, the President hopes to convince Congress that a concerted drive could go far in wiping out poverty in America.


Mr. Johnson declared that his plan “charts a new course.” He said it “strikes at the causes, not just the consequences, of poverty.”


The program would cost $962.5 million the first year—about 1 per cent of the national budget. The cost in subsequent years has not been determined. 




OBITUARY


APRIL 6, 1964


MACARTHUR IS DEAD;
LED ALLIED FORCE IN JAPAN’S DEFEAT


Jack Raymond


WASHINGTON, April 5—General of the Army Douglas MacArthur died today after a determined fight for life. He was 84 years old.


The general, who led the Allied victory over Japan in World War II and commanded the United Nations forces in the Korean War, died at 2:39 P.M. at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, where he had been a patient since March 2. Death was attributed to acute kidney and liver failure.


The general’s wife, Jean; their only child, Arthur, 26; and his wartime aide and principal assistant, Maj. Gen. Courtney Whitney, were at the hospital at the end.


President Johnson, leading the nation in mourning, said:


“One of America’s greatest heroes is dead. General of the Army Douglas MacArthur fought his last fight with all the valor that distinguished him in war and peace.”


Tributes to the general poured in from around the globe.


Mr. Johnson ordered that American flags be flown at half-staff around the world until after the burial next Saturday in the General Douglas MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, Va.


The body of General MacArthur was taken to New York City, where it will lie in repose Tuesday. On Wednesday, it will be returned to Washington, to lie in state in the Capitol Rotunda until Thursday at noon.


Nineteen-gun salutes will be fired at noon tomorrow and on Saturday at military installations in the United States and in the Pacific area.


General MacArthur, one of the most decorated as well as one of the most controversial American military leaders, was the senior five-star officer at the time of his death.


Born on an Army frontier post in Indian territory, near Little Rock, Ark., on Jan. 26, 1880, General MacArthur had an active military service that spanned nearly half a century before his forced retirement in 1951.


Since his retirement, General MacArthur had served first as chairman of the board of Remington Rand, Inc., and then of the Sperry Rand Corporation.


He had won the Medal of Honor in World War I, served as Chief of Staff of the Army, commanded Allied forces in the Pacific in World War II and the Korean War and headed the occupation forces in Japan.


In the Korean War, however, President Harry S. Truman removed General MacArthur for publicly disputing the war strategy approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.


The general, who was at times considered an active candidate for the Republican Presidential nomination, left active service April 12, 1951. In a farewell speech to a joint session of Congress, he observed that “old soldiers never die—they just fade away.”


His final battle with death appeared to bear out this self-characterization.


Once before he fooled those who thought he would die when he was operated on in March 1959, for a prostate gland condition at the Lenox Hill Hospital in New York. After a series of grim daily hospital bulletins, he recovered.


This time he entered the Army hospital here on March 2 for observation of abdominal complaints, subsequently diagnosed as obstructive jaundice.





AUGUST 5, 1964


F.B.I. FINDS 3 BODIES BELIEVED TO BE RIGHTS WORKERS


Claude Sitton


JACKSON, Miss., Aug. 4— Bodies believed to be those of three civil rights workers missing since June 21 were found early tonight near Philadelphia, Miss.


Federal Bureau of Investigation agents recovered the bodies from a. newly erected earthen dam in a thickly wooded area about six miles southwest of Philadelphia, in, east-central Mississippi.


The dam is several hundred yards off State Highway 21, near the Neshoba County fairgrounds.


Roy K. Moore, special agent in charge of the Jackson F.B.I. office, said physicians and fingerprint experts would seek to make positive identification and establish the cause of death.


Gov. Paul B. Johnson Jr. of Mississippi said in a statement:


“If these are the bodies of the three civil rights workers who have been missing several weeks, the investigative forces of the State of Mississippi will exert every effort to apprehend those who may have been responsible.”


The missing men were Michael H. Schwerner, 24 years old, and Andrew Goodman, 20, both white and both from New York City, and James E. Chaney, 21, a Negro of Meridian, Miss.


All three had been taking part in the Mississippi Summer Project, a state-wide civil rights drive, which began on the weekend of their disappearance. The drive is sponsored by the Council of Federated Organizations, a coalition of civil rights groups.


Mr. Schwerner and Mr. Chaney were members of the Congress of Racial Equality. Mr. Goodman was one of more than 400 student volunteers in the campaign, which is seeking to get Negroes registered to vote.


The three men had left Meridian, their headquarters, on Sunday, June 21, to drive to the site of a burned Negro church in the Longdale community, about 12 miles east of Philadelphia.


After talking with Negroes there, they left to return to Meridian.


Cecil Price, the Neshoba County deputy sheriff, said he had arrested Mr. Chaney late that afternoon for driving 65 miles an hour in a 35-mile-anhour zone and that he had held the two whites “for investigation.”


The three were imprisoned at the Neshoba County Jail in Philadelphia until late Sunday night, according to Mr. Price, and were released after Mr. Chaney had posted a $20 bond.


County authorities at first denied that they had any knowledge of the whereabouts of the three, according to civil rights leaders who called them late that Sunday night.


However, Mr. Price said later that he had escorted the late-model Ford station wagon in which the three were riding to the Meridian highway, a short distance from the jail, and had not seen them since. The burned-out station wagon was found the following Tuesday in the Bogue Chitto Swamp, some 30 feet off a highway, 10 miles north of Philadelphia. 


JULY 3, 1964


PRESIDENT SIGNS CIVIL RIGHTS BILL


E.W. Kenworthy
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President Lyndon B. Johnson hands a pen to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. after signing the historic Civil Rights Bill, July 1964.


WASHINGTON, July 2—President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 tonight.


It is the most far-reaching civil rights law since Reconstruction days. The President announced steps to implement it and called on all Americans to help “eliminate the last vestiges of injustice in America.’’


“Let us close the springs of racial poison,’’ he said in a short television address.


The President signed the bill in the East Room of the White House before television cameras shortly before 7 o’clock. That was about five hours after the House of Representatives had completed Congressional action on the sweeping bill.


Among other things, it prohibits discrimination in places of public accommodation, publicly owned facilities, employment and union membership and Federally aided programs.


The House approved, by a vote of 289 to 126, the changes that the Senate had made.


All provisions of the measure became effective with President Johnson’s signature except the one prohibiting the discrimination in employment and union membership. This one goes into effect a year from now.


In announcing his implementation program, the President said he was, as had been previously indicated by White House sources, appointing former Gov. LeRoy Collins of Florida as director of the new Community Relations Service. Mr. Collins is now president of the National Association of Broadcasters.


Among other implementation steps, the President said he would name an advisory commission to help Mr. Collins resolve disputes arising under the bill. He will also ask Congress, Mr. Johnson said, for a supplemental appropriation to finance initial operations under the new law.


Surrounded by the leaders of both parties in both houses, who had labored to frame and pass the bill, President Johnson began his address to the nation by recalling that 188 years ago this week, “a small band of valiant men began a struggle for freedom’’ with the writing of the Declaration of Independence.


That struggle, he said, was a “turning point in history,’’ and the ideals proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence still shape the struggles “of men who hunger for freedom.’’


Nevertheless, he declared, though Americans believe all men are created equal and have inalienable rights, many in America are denied equal treatment and do not enjoy those rights, or the blessings of liberty, “not because of their own failures, but because of the color of their skins.’’


The reasons, the President said, can be understood “without rancor or hatred’’ because they are deeply embedded in history, tradition and the nature of man.


“But it cannot continue,’’ the President said with great earnestness.


The new law—the most sweeping civil rights legislation ever enacted in this country—goes beyond the proscribing of various forms of discrimination.


It gives the Attorney General authority to initiate suits to end discrimination in jobs and public accommodations when he finds such discrimination is part of a practice or pattern. It also gives him new powers to speed school desegregation and enforce the Negro’s right to vote.


While the bill provides for the final enforcement of its sanctions by Federal court orders, it also gives state and local agencies primary jurisdiction to deal with complaints for a limited time. 




SEPTEMBER 28, 1964


Warren Commission Finds Oswald Guilty and Says Assassin and Ruby Acted Alone


Anthony Lewis


Washington, Sept. 27—The assassination of President Kennedy was the work of one man, Lee Harvey Oswald. There was no conspiracy, foreign or domestic.


That was the central finding in the Warren Commission report, made public this evening. Chief Justice Earl Warren and the six other members of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy were unanimous on this and all questions.


The commission found that Jack Ruby was on his own in killing Oswald. It rejected all theories that the two men were in some way connected. It said that neither rightists nor Communists bore responsibility for the murder of the President in Dallas last Nov. 22.


Why did Oswald to it? To this most important and most mysterious question the commission had no certain answer. It suggested that Oswald had no rational purpose, no motive adequate if “judged by the standards of reasonable men.”


Rather, the commission saw Oswald’s terrible act as the product of his entire life—a life “characterized by isolation, frustration and failure.” He was just 24 years old at the time of the assassination.


“Oswald was profoundly alienated from the world in which he lived,” the report said. “He had very few, if any, close relationships with other people and he appeared to have had great difficulty in finding a meaningful place in the world.


The commission analyzed every issue in exhaustive, almost archeological detail. Experts traced the path of the bullets. Every critical event was re-enacted. Witnesses here and abroad testified to the most obscure points.


The report often achieves a genuine literary style. The very detail of the narrative is fascinating, and there are many moving passages.


Few who loved John Kennedy, or this country, will be able to read it without emotion.


As the President’s motorcade drove through Dallas on Nov. 22, large crowds cheered. Gov. John Connally’s wife, who was in the car, said to Mr. Kennedy, “Mr. President, you can’t say Dallas doesn’t love you.” He answered, “That is very obvious.”


A moment later the shots were fired.


Mrs. Kennedy, according to the report, “saw the President’s skull torn open” by the second bullet that hit him. She testified that she cried out, “Oh, my God! They’ve shot my husband. I love you, Jack.”


The commission found that in all probability three bullets were fired. One of the bullets missed, the report said. It was not certain whether this came before, between or after the two that hit.


The first of the two shots that did not miss hit the President in the lower back of the neck and emerged at the lower front. Mr. Kennedy grabbed at his throat and said, “My God, I’m hit.”


“President Kennedy could have survived the neck injury,” the commission found. But between 4.8 and 5.6 seconds later—the time was calculated from an amateur movie film—the fatal bullet hit the back of the President’s head.







OBITUARY


OCTOBER 21, 1964


HERBERT HOOVER IS DEAD; EX-PRESIDENT, 90, SERVED COUNTRY IN VARIED FIELDS


McCandlish Phillips


Herbert Clark Hoover, former President of the United States, died here yesterday at the age of 90.


Death came at 11:35 A.M. in his suite on the 31st floor of the Waldorf Towers, following massive internal bleeding that began Saturday. His two sons were with him as he slipped into a deep coma that kept his final hours free of pain.


Mr. Hoover, born in an Iowa village, the son of a Quaker blacksmith, was an exponent of a credo of personal initiative that he summed up as “rugged individualism,” and his life exemplified it.


His parents were poor and he was orphaned at 9, but he amassed a fortune as a mine engineer and owner.


With the start of World War I, he directed the evacuation of 200,000 Americans from Europe. It was the first of a series of massive economic, evacuation and food relief activities that spanned half a century. He was Secretary of Commerce in the Administrations of Harding and Coolidge and was elected President on the Republican ticket in 1928.


The crash of the stock market on Oct. 29, 1929, plunged the nation into its worst economic crisis in history. His policies were attacked as insufficient to spur economic revival. He was voted out of office in 1932 under the cloud of the Great Depression, called the “Hoover Depression” by his opponents.


Some later judgments, however, have suggested that he was the victim of events that coincided with his tenure. And 30 years of public service, including tasks for two Presidents after he left the White House, restored him in the affections of millions.


At news of Mr. Hoover’s death, President Johnson proclaimed a 30-day mourning period and ordered the flags lowered to half-staff at the White House and on all Federal buildings and grounds in the nation, on Navy vessels at sea and at embassies and military stations abroad.





NOVEMBER 4, 1964


JOHNSON SWAMPS GOLDWATER AND KENNEDY BEATS KEATING


Tom Wicker


Lyndon Baines Johnson of Texas compiled one of the greatest landslide victories in American history yesterday to win a four-year term of his own as the 36th President of the United States.


Senator Hubert H. Humphrey of Minnesota, Mr. Johnson’s running mate on the Democratic ticket, was carried into office as Vice President.


Mr. Johnson’s triumph, giving him the “loud and clear” national mandate he had said he wanted, brought 44 states and the district of Columbia, with 486 electoral votes, into the Democratic column.


Senator Barry Goldwater, the Republican candidate, who sought to offer the people “a choice, not an echo” with a strongly conservative campaign, won only five states in the Deep South and gained a narrow victory in his home state of Arizona. Carrying it gave him a total of 52 electoral votes.


A heavy voter turnout favored the more numerous Democrats.


In Austin, Tex., Mr. Johnson appeared in the Municipal Auditorium to say that his victory was “a tribute to men and women of all parties.”


The election meant, he said, that “our nation should forget our petty differences and stand united before all the world.”


But the totals were not the only marks of the massive Democratic victory. Traditionally Republican states were bowled over like tenpins—Vermont, Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, among others.


In New York, both houses of the Legislature were headed for Democratic control for the first time in years. Heralded Republicans like Charles H. Percy, the gubernatorial candidate in Illinois, went down to defeat.


Former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, riding Mr. Johnson’s long coattails, overwhelmed Senator Kenneth B. Keating in New York.


Senator Goldwater had proposed a sharp curtailment of Federal Government activities, particularly in the welfare field and in matters affecting the economy. He had called for a foreign policy of “brinkmanship,” in which the nation’s military might would be used as a threat against the Communist-bloc nations.


And he had raised doubts whether he would continue to lend Federal influence and authority to the drive for Negro equality in the United States.


Mr. Johnson, in head-on conflict with Mr. Goldwater on almost every campaign issue, thus received decisive endorsement from the nation for the general line of policy pursued by the nation for more than a quarter-century, through Administrations of both parties.


For himself, he won the distinction of being the first candidate from a Southern state to be elected to the White House in more than a hundred years.


And he won a massive vote of approval for the manner in which he had conducted its business since taking over the Presidency when John F. Kennedy was assassinated last Nov. 22. 


DECEMBER 3, 1964


BERKELEY STUDENTS STAGE SIT-IN TO PROTEST CURB ON FREE SPEECH


Wallace Turner


BERKELEY, Calif., Dec. 2—Demonstrating students took possession of the University of California administration building today.


About 1,000 supporters of the Free Speech Movement moved into the corridors of Sproul Hall at about noon.


Some were still there late tonight. Many slept and others read while still others sang. There was no attempt by the campus police to remove them.


The doors to Sproul Hall were locked at 7 P.M., Pacific standard time (10 P.M., Eastern standard time), as is customary, with many of the demonstrators still inside. Guards at the doors permitted those who wanted to to leave, and a steady stream of departures joined a crowd of about 1,000 outside.


“The time has come for us to put our bodies on the machine and stop it,” said Mario Savio, a student leader, in a speech on the steps of the building as the demonstration began. “We will stay until the police remove us.”


Mr. Savio, a philosophy major and a frequent speaker in the several months of demonstrations, rejected the plea of the student body’s president, Charles Powell, not to demonstrate further.


Mr. Powell had pleaded with a crowd of several thousand gathered in the plaza by the modernistic Students Union Building, “do not do this thing.”


The sit-in was one of several that have come about here on this 27,500-student campus since classes began in late September.


There was a near-riot on Oct. 1 when police were prevented for 32 hours from taking away a non-student they had arrested.


The issue originally was a plea for the right to recruit and solicit money for off-campus activities. After early demonstrations eight students were suspended, but they were ordered reinstated by the university regents two weeks ago.


The regents also ordered the university administration to enforce discipline on the campus here.


The regents said that students should be able to organize political activities on the campus. They also should be held accountable for their off-campus political activities that had campus beginnings, the regents said. This was a change in the direction sought by the student group.


In the two weeks since then, an uneasy truce has existed.


Last week, letters were mailed by the university administration to Mr. Savio, Arthur Goldberg, his sister Jackie Goldberg and Brian Turner.


They were advised that charges had been made against them in connection with their campaign against the university administration.


The charges included one that they had incited students to resist the police on Oct. 1 when a police car was immobilized. Mr. Savio was also accused of biting a policeman.


Yesterday the Free Speech Movement demanded that the charges against the four be withdrawn, that the university promise that no more charges of similar nature would be made, and that no new rules inhibiting freedom of political activity be made.


[image: image]


Mario Savio, the political activist and key member of the Berkeley Free Speech Movement, addresses a rally at the University of California at Berkeley, 1964.


FEBRUARY 22, 1965


MALCOLM X SHOT TO DEATH AT RALLY


Peter Kihss


Malcolm X, the 39-year-old leader of a militant black nationalist movement, was shot to death yesterday afternoon at a rally of his followers in a ballroom in the Washington Heights area of New York City.


Shortly before midnight, a 22-year-old Negro, Thomas Hagan, was charged with the killing. The police rescued him from the ballroom crowd after he had been shot and beaten.


Malcolm, a bearded extremist, had said only a few words of greeting when a fusillade rang out. The bullets knocked him over backward.


Pandemonium broke out among the 400 Negroes in the Audubon Ballroom at 166th Street and Broadway. As men, women and children ducked under tables and flattened themselves on the floor, more shots were fired. Some witnesses said 30 shots had been fired.


About two hours later the police said the shooting had apparently been a result of a feud between followers of Malcolm and members of the extremist group he broke with last year, the Black Muslims. However, the police declined to say whether Hagan is a Muslim.


Malcolm, a slim, reddish-haired six-footer with a gift for bitter eloquence against what he considered white exploitation of Negroes, broke in March 1964 with the Black Muslim movement called the Nation of Islam, headed by Elijah Muhammad.


Assemblyman Percy Sutton, Malcolm’s lawyer, said the murdered leader had planned to disclose at yesterday’s rally, “the names of those who were trying to kill him.” Mr. Sutton added that Malcolm had taken to carrying a pistol “because he feared for his life” and had notified the police by telephone that he was doing so even though he did not have a permit. Assistant Chief Inspector Taylor, however, said Malcolm was unarmed when he was shot.


While the Nation of Islam searches for weapons on anyone attending its meetings, Malcolm’s new movement emphasized self-defense even with weapons. And so there was no search of anyone at yesterday’s rally, a regular Sunday affair of Malcolm’s Organization of Afro-American Unity. White persons were barred.
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Former Nation of Islam leader and civil rights activist El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (aka Malcolm X) in February 1965.


A woman who was wearing a green scarf and a black felt hat with little floral buds, and who would identify herself only as a registered nurse, said she had seen “two men rushing toward the stage and firing from underneath their coats.”


“I rushed to the stage even while the firing was going on,” she said. “I don’t know how I got on the stage, but I threw myself down on who I thought was Malcolm—but it wasn’t. I was willing to die for the man. I would have taken the bullets myself. Then I saw Malcolm, and the firing had stopped, and I tried to give him artificial respiration.


“I think he was dead then.”


Malcolm was placed on a stretcher and wheeled one block up Broadway to the Vanderbilt Clinic emergency entrance at 167th Street. A team of doctors cut through his chest to massage his heart. But Malcolm was “either dead or in a death-appearing state,” the spokesman said. The effort was given up at 3:30 P.M. 


AUGUST 8, 1965


U.S. ACTS TO ENFORCE NEW VOTING RIGHTS ACT


John Herbers


WASHINGTON, Aug. 7—The Government began today to enforce the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which was signed into law by President Johnson yesterday. Enforcement began in two phases.


First, literacy tests as a prerequisite to voting were suspended in seven states—Alabama, Alaska, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina and Virginia—and in 26 counties of North Carolina and one county in Arizona.


Second, the Justice Department filed suit in the United States District Court in Jackson, Miss., to abolish the Mississippi poll tax as a requirement for voting in state and local elections. The department will file similar suits Tuesday in the other poll tax states—Texas, Alabama and Virginia.


About 45 Federal voting examiners, all employees of the Civil Service Commission, were standing by in the Deep South, waiting to move into 15 to 20 counties that have a history of resistance to Negro voting. These counties are to be designated Monday by the Justice Department, and the examiners will begin registering eligible Negroes on Tuesday.


The new act, a landmark in civil rights legislation, is expected to result in the addition of several hundred thousand Negroes to the voter registration rolls of the Deep South in the next year or so.


In signing the bill yesterday in a ceremony at the Capitol, President Johnson said: “Congress acted swiftly in passing this act. I intend to act with equal dispatch in order to enforce it.”


Suits testing the constitutionality of the law can be filed in the United States District Court in the District of Columbia. But there is no provision for delaying the effect of the law while such a suit is being adjudicated.


The Civil Service Commission published today regulations that will govern the action of examiners in registering voters. The regulations made it clear that an applicant could not be rejected because he could not sign his name.


Registration of illiterates is expected to be the main point of opposition to the act in the South. Literacy tests will continue to be in use in about a dozen other states outside the South that are not covered by the act.


The Justice Department, however, has contended that white illiterates have been registered in all of the states and counties covered by the law.


“This just extends to the Negro the same opportunities that have been in existence for whites,” a Justice Department spokesman said.


The Justice Department, which has wide discretion under the act, will give other counties covered by the act a period of time to achieve voluntary compliance before examiners are sent in.


“We don’t want to build up an unnecessary bureaucracy,” a department spokesman said. 


AUGUST 14, 1965


TROOPS ENTER L.A. ON THIRD DAY OF RIOTING


Peter Bart


[image: image]


Armed National Guardsmen during the street fires of the Watts riots, Los Angeles, California, August 1965.


LOS ANGELES, Saturday, Aug. 14—Two thousand heavily armed National Guardsmen moved into Los Angeles last night to battle rioters in the burning and looted Negro area. The Guardsmen were under orders to use rifles, machine guns, tear gas and bayonets in support of a battered contingent of 900 policemen and deputy sheriffs.


Four persons were killed in the rioting yesterday, including three Negroes and a police officer. Thirty-three police officers had been injured, 75 civilians seriously injured, and 249 rioters had been arrested. This morning violence spread to white areas.


The National Guardsmen were being brought into the riot zone early this morning in small convoys led by jeeps with machine guns mounted on them. The convoys contained one or two troop carriers. One Guard unit opened machine-gun fire for 10 minutes on a gang of Negroes who then fled down the street. One Guardsman said the rioters fired with pistols and at least one rifle. No one was apparently hit. The Guardsmen continued to penetrate the riot area.


“They’ve got weapons and ammo,” one Guard spokesman said. “It’s going to be like Vietnam.”


Throughout the Negro section, crowds numbering in the thousands were chanting, “White devils what are you doing here?”


Officials reported that they had abandoned efforts to halt a fire sweeping a three-block section after Negroes hurled fire bombs and rocks at the fire fighters. Negro youths later took complete control of another two-block area and set 15 fires to homes and stores.


As many as 14 fires were raging on one street alone—103rd Street in Watts—and it was believed that not a single business in that commercial center would remain intact. Most of the stores are believed owned by whites.


The rattle of gunfire was heard increasingly in the Negro section during the hot, smoggy evening as the police confronted roving bands of rampaging Negroes. The Negroes, in three days and nights, have looted uncounted stores, overturned and burned more than 150 automobiles and set over 100 fires.


The 150-block section of Los Angeles last night took on the appearance of a war zone with men crouching in the shadows, streets littered with debris or completely torn up, store windows broken and scorched and a pall of smoke hanging over the area.


The rioting started Wednesday night after a routine drunken-driving arrest near the predominantly Negro Watts section of Los Angeles. It was resumed Thursday night when some 7,000 Negroes took to the streets.


Sociologists were divided on the causes of the riots. Some blamed Negro resentment over civil rights strife in the South, while others cited a lack of communication between the whites and Negroes.


“It’s guerrilla warfare,” said Chief of Police William H. Parker. As the night wore on the warfare seemed to be shifting steadily north toward downtown Los Angeles.


Helicopters operated by the police and by radio and television stations covering the riots were repeatedly fired upon by Negroes on the ground.


Mayor Samuel Yorty tonight said it might be several days before the situation is in complete control. The riots were being spearheaded by “the criminal element,” he said.


Witnesses described the scene inside the riot zone as “terrifying” and “hysterical.” One Negro merchant said a pack of shrieking Negro teenagers suddenly hurtled into his store. Within minutes he said they had looted the store and set it afire.


Witnesses at the riot scene described a bizarre atmosphere.


“Everything seems calm for a moment, then suddenly there’s a pack coming down on you,” a Negro minister said. 


OCTOBER 1, 1965


CONGRESS APPROVES IMMIGRATION REFORM BILL


Cabell Phillips


WASHINGTON, Sept. 30—Congress approved and sent to the White House today a historic and far-reaching reform of the nation’s immigration law. President Johnson promptly announced he would sign the bill Sunday at the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor.


The main purpose of the bill is to strike from the law the national origins quota system. Under this arrangement, first incorporated in the law in 1924, immigrant quotas are allotted to countries on the basis of the representation of their nations in this country under the 1920 census.


This system greatly favored Britain and the countries of northern Europe at the expense of southern Europe and the countries of Asia and Africa.


In place of the country quotas, the new bill assigns an overall quota of 170,000 annually to all countries of the world excluding those in the Western Hemisphere. This quota is available on a first-come, first-served basis but with the stipulation that not more than 20,000 immigrants may be admitted from any one country in a given year.


Another principal feature of the bill is that it establishes, for the first time, a ceiling on immigration from the countries of the Western Hemisphere. This limitation, which was opposed by the Administration, is set at 120,000 immigrants annually, exclusive of the husbands, wives, unmarried children and parents of persons who already are citizens of or resident aliens in the United States.


The bill passed today supplants most existing legislation on the admission of refugees by setting up an annual quota of 10,200 for this purpose exclusively.


Mr. Johnson, who will remain in New York overnight to meet with Pope Paul VI on Monday, will be the first President to visit the statue since Franklin D. Roosevelt went there on Oct. 28, 1936, to mark the 50th anniversary of its dedication. 


JULY 3, 1966


WHY THE CRY FOR ‘BLACK POWER’


Gene Roberts


ATLANTA, Ga., July 2—The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee’s “black consciousness” philosophy and its “black power” chant were formally unveiled on the recent civil rights march through Mississippi, but they grew out of six years of cumulative anger on the part of student committee members.


This anger has been given fuel by incident after incident, disappointment after disappointment, in the drive for civil rights. In the minds of the student committee members, the most damning indictment of white society is the fact that there have been more than 30 civil rights killings in the last decade and only three convictions—none for more than 10 years.


The black power movement is not “black nationalism” in the sense that the term is normally used. It is not paramilitary or dedicated to all-black states or to the transport of Negroes back to Africa. And, unlike the Black Muslims, it does not exclude whites—providing that they are willing to join on the student committee’s terms.


All in all, the philosophy tells Negroes that white society has failed them, that American democracy is a collection of impressive catchwords that command only lip service from the white man, that the Negro is as good if not better than the white man, and that his only salvation lies in seizing political power wherever he possesses the numerical strength to outvote the white man.


After six years of being the cutting edge of the civil rights movement, of being frightened and jailed more times than they care to remember, many student committee members are not too weary to listen to the argument against their new philosophy—that civil rights murders and nonviolent reaction have led to legislation while riots and retaliation have produced reaction and inaction.


Perhaps Stokely Carmichael, the student committee chairman, who at 24 has been jailed 27 times and has seen friends die in the civil rights cause, summed up the new mood of the student committee best just ten days ago. It was after 2,500 Negroes and white supporters had been routed by tear gas from a public school for Negroes in Canton, Miss., where they had been trying to pitch tents for the civil rights march.


Two student committee members held up Mr. Carmichael, who had been immobilized by tear gas fumes, anger and emotional exhaustion. “I’m so tired, so weary, so tired,” Mr. Carmichael said again and again before disappearing with his friends into the darkness. 




OCTOBER 2, 1966


MIRANDA V. ARIZONA


The Miranda decision of the Supreme Court takes its name from one of four cases in which the Court last June 13 reversed convictions of men who had confessed to crimes of rape, robbery and murder. In the best-known case, Ernesto A. Miranda, a 25-year-old mentally retarded Arizonian, was convicted of kidnapping and raping an 18-year-old girl and received concurrent 20-to-30-year sentences. After having been identified in the police lineup by the girl, he had admitted the crime but he was not effectively warned of his right to counsel or that his statements could be used against him.


The principals in the three other cases were:


Michael Vignera, sentenced in Kings County Court, N.Y., to 30-to-60 years’ imprisonment for robbing a Brooklyn dress shop. He had been detained 24 hours before the police brought him before a judge, and he had been held for about 12 hours before he had confessed. He was not advised of his right to counsel or other rights.


Carl Calvin Westover, sentenced in San Francisco to 15 years’ imprisonment for the armed robbery of a bank and two savings and loan associations in Sacramento. He had been informed of his right to counsel but was held incommunicado and had no opportunity to obtain a lawyer during his 17 hours of interrogation.


Roy Allen Stewart, sentenced to death in Los Angeles after being convicted of robbery and murder in a purse-snatching in which the victim died of injuries. He had been held for five days during which, except for one confrontation by an accuser, he had seen no one but the police. He was questioned nine different times and confessed during the ninth interrogation; there was no indication that he had at any time been advised of his rights.


In the 5-to-4 decision reversing Miranda’s conviction, Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered the majority opinion, declaring: “We hold that when an individual is taken into custody or otherwise deprived of his freedom by the authorities and is subjected to questioning, the privilege against self-incrimination is jeopardized. Procedural safeguards must be employed to protect the privilege…”


Bitter dissents were filed by Justices Tom C. Clark, John M. Harlan, Potter Stewart and Byron R. White. In his opinion, Justice White observed: “More than the human dignity of the accused is involved; the human personality of others in the society must also be preserved. Thus the values reflected by the privilege are not the sole desideratum; society’s interest in the general security is of equal weight.”





NOVEMBER 9, 1966


REAGAN ELECTED GOVERNOR BY WIDE MARGIN


Lawrence E. Davies


LOS ANGELES, Nov. 8—Republican Ronald Reagan was elected Governor of California tonight, defeating Gov. Edmund G. Brown, a two-term Democrat.


The Republican nominee, a movie and television actor seeking office for the first time, took an early lead, which grew to commanding proportions as the vote was counted.


A smiling Governor Brown, with his wife at his side, stood before massed supporters at the Ambassador Hotel late tonight and conceded the election to Mr. Reagan. Groans and shouts of protest greeted his words. While Governor Brown spoke at the Ambassador, the loudspeakers were turned up in the Biltmore Bowl so that the crushing crowd of Reagan admirers could hear the Governor’s acknowledgement of defeat.


A full minute of pandemonium followed. The band played, a surging throng knocked over two policemen and an enormous “Reagan for President” banner was promptly unfurled.


Mr. Reagan, emerging from his hotel room to go to his victory celebration, was asked what he considered the significance of the outcome. “It seems to be all over the country,” he said. “The people seem to have shown that maybe we have moved too fast, and want to pause and reconsider the course we’ve been following.”


[image: image]


Ronald Reagan campaigning during the 1966 California gubernatorial race.


“Republican” cloudy skies that dripped rain over parts of conservative Southern California failed to hold down the vote. Traditionally a light vote is interpreted in this state as a vote of the “dedicated” core of the electorate, usually applied to Republicans. But “Democratic sunshine” prevailed in many areas and gave that party fresh hope.


Returns put a crowd at Reagan election night headquarters at the Biltmore Hotel in a festive mood. Predominantly middle-aged, well-dressed, well-behaved supporters of the actor-rancher overflowed the ballroom and prepared for a victory celebration that they sensed was in the offing.


A huge cake with the inscription, “Congratulations Governor Reagan” occupied the center of a long buffet table in the Biltmore Bowl.


The ruggedly handsome, 55-year-old Mr. Reagan and his wife, Nancy, voted at 9:15 A.M. at nearby Pacific Palisades, where the candidate said the race would be close despite the pollsters. Asking reporters, “How do you vote with your fingers crossed?” he added with a smile that had become a campaign trademark: “This is the beginning of the longest day in the world.”


The election, with its bearing on the 1968 national campaign, ended a long and arduous campaign in which ideology, and during the last several weeks, charges of racism, had supplanted usually accepted issues in the public’s mind. Each side accused the other of “smears” and each candidate denied responsibility for any scurrility attributed to his supporters.


More than a year and a half ago Mr. Reagan had considered the gubernatorial race at the urging of conservative Republicans. They had been impressed with his speaking and money-raising ability as co-chairman of Barry Goldwater’s unsuccessful 1964 California contest against President Johnson.


The movie and television actor, who had once been a liberal Democrat, then a Goldwater conservative, sought in his 1966 campaign to unify California’s Republican party, divided by the bitter 1964 Presidential primary between Senator Goldwater and Governor Rockefeller of New York. Meanwhile, his newly hired public relations concern, Spencer Roberts & Associates, set out to change his public image to that of a middle-of-the-road Republican. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1966


MEATLESS FRIDAYS WILL END FOR U.S. CATHOLICS


George Dugan


WASHINGTON, Nov. 18—American Roman Catholics will no longer be required to abstain from meat on Fridays.


A pastoral statement by the National Conference of American Bishops, meeting in annual session at Catholic University, said that the abstinence requirement would end Dec. 2.


Exceptions to the dispensation are the Fridays during the 40-day Lenten period and Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent.


The lifting of the meatless Friday law is in accord with reforms advocated by the Second Vatican Council to bring the practices of the church in line with modern conditions.


Catholic leaders agree that in the world of the 20th century, dietary habits have become irrelevant as a means of penance. It is their feeling that penance would be more meaningful if works of charity and other forms of personal penance were substituted for abstinence and fasting.


The sin of eating meat on Friday can be abrogated by the American hierarchy because it pertains to church law or discipline and not Divine law.


National episcopal conferences have been granted the authority to determine their own forms of penance by Rome. The more than 200 bishops who attended the meeting here are the spiritual leaders of some 46 million Catholics.


The abolishment of meatless Fridays, in effect, will start next Friday as most American Catholics are traditionally dispensed from Friday abstinence on the day after Thanksgiving. The Archdiocese of New York has already declared this dispensation.


The pastoral statement issued today reflected these concepts.


“For all other week days of Lent,” the statement said, “we strongly recommend participation in daily mass and a self-imposed observance of fasting. In the light of grave human needs which weigh on the Christian conscience in all seasons, we urge particularly during Lent, generosity to local, national and world programs of sharing of all things needed to translate our duty to penance into a means of implementing the right of the poor to their part in our abundance.”


It would bring great glory to God and good to souls if Fridays found our people doing volunteer work in hospitals, visiting the sick, serving the needs of the aged and the lonely, instructing the young in the faith, participating as Christians in community affairs, and meeting our obligations to our families, our friends, our neighbors and our community, including our parishes, with a special zeal born of the desire to add the merit of penance to the other virtues exercised in good works born of living faith.”


A statement issued by Archbishop John F. Dearden of Detroit, president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, said in part:


“I believe that I express the sentiments of the bishops of the United States when I state that we have resolved this week to carry out the spirit of the Second Vatican Council by inaugurating the implementation of its directives in this country. With further study, reflection, prayer and God’s grace, we will revitalize the church in our nation for the years ahead.” 


NOVEMBER 22, 1966


WOMEN MEET TO DEMAND ‘TRUE EQUALITY’


Lisa Hammel


Although no one in the dim ruby and sapphire Victorian parlor actually got up and cried: “Women of the world, unite! You have nothing to lose but your chains,” that was the prevailing sentiment yesterday morning at the crowded press conference held by the newly formed National Organization for Women.


NOW, which is the organization’s urgent acronym, was formed three weeks ago in Washington to press for “true equality for all women in America…as part of the world-wide revolution of human rights now taking place.”


The organization has been informally styled by several of its directors the “N.A.A.C.P. of women’s rights.”


The board of directors asked President Johnson, in the text of a letter released yesterday, to give “top priority among legislative proposals for the next Congress to legislation which would give effective enforcement powers to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,” which, the letter stated, “is hampered…by a reluctance among some of its male members to combat sex discrimination as vigorously as they seek to combat racial discrimination.”


“As part of the Great Society program,” the letter to the President read, “your administration is currently engaged in a massive effort to bring underprivileged groups—victims of discrimination because of poverty, race or lack of education—into the mainstream of American life. However, no comprehensive effort has yet been made to include women in your Great Society program for the underprivileged and excluded.”


The press conference was held amid the dark Victorian curlicues and oriental carpeting in the apartment of the organization’s president, Betty Friedan. Mrs. Friedan, who became a household word when she gave “the problem that has no name” the name of “The Feminine Mystique” in a bestseller published three years ago, explained in her book to disgruntled housewives across the country that they had been sold a bill of goods by society.


Speaking in a gravelly alto from the depths of the large fur collar that trimmed her neat black suit, the ebullient author suggested that women today were “in relatively little position to influence or control major decisions.”


“But,” she added, leaning forward in the lilac velvet Victorian chair and punching the air as if it were something palpable, “what women do have is the vote.


“We will take strong steps in the next election,” Mrs. Friedan continued, “to see that candidates who do not take seriously the question of equal rights for women are defeated.”


“This is not a feminist movement,” said Sister Mary Joel Read, chairman of the department of history at Alverno College in Milwaukee. “It is not a question of getting male privileges. In the past the possibility of realizing one’s humanity was limited to an elite group at the top. Women are not equal in our society. This movement centers around the possibility of being human.” 
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Betty Friedman, feminist and founding member of the National Organization of Women (NOW), in 1969.


JUNE 6, 1967


SPECK IS SENTENCED TO CHAIR FOR SERIAL MURDERS


Donald Janson


PEORIA, III., June 5—Richard F. Speck was sentenced to death in the electric chair today for the murders last summer in Chicago of eight young nurses.


The 25-year-old drifter stood mute and expressionless a foot in front of the bench as Circuit Court Judge Herbert C. Paschen ordered the execution for Sept. 1.


Before sentence was passed, the public defender, Gerald W. Getty, told the judge that the lanky, itinerant seaman had nothing to say in his own behalf.


A jury of seven men and five women found Speck guilty of each of the murders last April 15 after a two-week trial. It recommended the death penalty.


Judge Paschen could have imposed a prison term of not less than 14 years instead of following the jury’s recommendation.


Judge Paschen stayed Speck’s death order pending an appeal to the Illinois Supreme Court. Review by the Supreme Court is mandatory in Illinois in death sentences.


The court session lasted nine minutes. Speck, in a black cardigan sweater and open-necked white shirt, entered the sparkling new walnut and marble courtroom of the Peoria County Courthouse with a grin on his pock-marked face.


While the white-haired judge was passing sentence, Speck glanced back over his shoulder at the crowded gallery. Four of the fathers of the victims were among the spectators.


The drifter, a native of nearby Monmouth, Ill., stood with his hands clenched behind him as Judge Paschen ordered that he be executed “by causing to pass through the body…a current of electricity of sufficient intensity to cause death.”


Speck shrugged as officers led him from the courtroom. He was manacled and driven immediately to the Illinois State Penitentiary at Joliet.


Judge Paschen assigned Mr. Getty to make the automatic appeal for the indigent defendant. He ordered, however, that if any books or articles are written that produce income for Speck, the funds must be applied to the costs of the trial.


Dr. Marvin Ziporyn, former Cook County jail psychiatrist who spent 100 hours interviewing Speck while he was being held for trial, has said that Speck suffered brain damage from multiple head injuries during his childhood. After the trial ended, Dr. Ziporyn said that this brain damage, in combination with the drugs and liquor Speck took before the murders, had left the killer “not responsible for his actions.”


The jury, hearing the case in Peoria on a change of venue because of “prejudicial” publicity in Chicago last summer, deliberated only 49 minutes in finding Speck guilty.


The state based its case on fingerprints identified as Speck’s that were found in the dormitory townhouse where the girls were knifed and strangled July 14, and on identification of Speck as the killer by the sole survivor.


Miss Corazon Amurao, a 24-year-old Filipino, survived the night of terror by rolling, although bound by the wrists and ankles, under a double-decked bunk bed in the townhouse near South Chicago Community Hospital.


The victims of the slaughter were Gloria Jean Davy, 22; Patricia Ann Matusek, 20; Nine Jo Schmale, 24; Suzanne Farris, 21; Mary Ann Jordan, 20; Pamela Wilkening, 20; Merlita Gargullo, 23; and Valentina Pasion, 23.


The first six were student nurses at the hospital. The other two were registered exchange nurses from the Philippines.


In court today, as they had been frequently during the trial and hearings since the crime was committed, were Joseph Matusek, Charles Davy, John Farris and John Wilkening, fathers of four of the murdered girls. 




JUNE 13, 1967


JUSTICES UPSET ALL BANS ON INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE


WASHINGTON, June 12—The Supreme Court ruled unanimously today that states cannot outlaw marriages between whites and nonwhites.


The opinion by Chief Justice Earl Warren was directed specifically at the antimiscegenation laws of Virginia, which had been challenged by Richard P. Loving, a white man, and his part-Negro, part-Indian wife, Mildred. However, the wording was sufficiently broad and disapproving to leave no doubt that the antimiscegenation laws of 15 other states are also now void.


“We have consistently denied the constitutionality of measures which restrict the rights of citizens on account of race,” Chief Justice Warren said. “There can be no doubt that restricting the freedom to marry solely because of racial classifications violates the central meaning of the [Constitution’s] equal protection clause.”


In writing the opinion that struck down the last group of segregation laws to remain standing—those requiring separation of the races in marriage—Chief Justice Warren completed the process that he set in motion with his opinion in 1954 that declared segregation in public schools to be unconstitutional.


He rejected the argument by Virginia that the framers of the 14th Amendment had not intended to invalidate the many anti-miscegenation laws in effect at that time. While history casts some light on the proper interpretation of the amendment, it is not conclusive, he said.


Chief Justice Warren rejected the reasoning that had prompted the Supreme Court to uphold antimiscegenation legislation once before, when it considered the Alabama statute in 1883. The Court held then that the law did not discriminate against Negroes, since whites could be equally punished for violating it.


In today’s opinion the Court followed the theory of the earlier desegregation cases that racial classifications in state laws are constitutionally odious, even if the punishments are even-handed.


Virginia’s “racial integrity law” was unusual in that it forbade whites to marry “colored persons,” but did not prohibit the union of Negroes and members of other races.


A “white person” was defined as one who “has no trace whatsoever of any blood other than Caucasian,” with the exception of a special saving clause for certain Indians, designed to protect the descendants of Pocahontas and John Rolfe.


In a footnote, Chief Justice Warren said that this quirk in the Virginia law does not save other antimiscegenation laws from being affected by today’s ruling.


The other states that have these laws are Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and West Virginia.


The Lovings are natives of Caroline County, near Richmond. They were married in the District of Columbia in 1958. When they returned to Virginia they were prosecuted under the anti-miscegenation law, which allows a sentence of up to five years in prison. 
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Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren, 1965.





JUNE 14, 1967


MARSHALL FIRST NEGRO FOR HIGH COURT


Roy Reed


[image: image]


Thurgood Marshall (left) with President Lyndon Johnson, following Marshall’s appointment as a member of the Supreme Court in 1967, making him the first African American to hold the post.


WASHINGTON, June 13—President Johnson named Solicitor General Thurgood Marshall to the Supreme Court today. Mr. Marshall, the great-grandson of a slave, will be the first Negro to serve on the Court if the Senate confirms him.


He is the best-known Negro lawyer of the century because of his battles against segregation. Southerners in the Senate once delayed his appointment to the Federal judiciary for several months. But judging from initial reaction in the Senate today, his confirmation to the Court seems likely.


Non-Southern Senators applauded the appointment and Southerners accepted it, at least for the moment, in silence.


It had been expected for years that Mr. Marshall would eventually become the first Negro justice, but recent speculation had given him no special edge over other prospective nominees at this time.


The President, as is his custom, gave no advance hint of his selection. Reporters were unexpectedly called into the White House Rose Garden outside his office shortly before noon.


Blinking in the sun, Mr. Johnson stepped in front of the microphones and matter-offactly announced what may be the most dramatic appointment of his Presidency.


Mr. Marshall stood by with his hands in his pockets, his usually mobile face solemn, as the President told of his nomination. “I believe he has already earned his place in history,” Mr. Johnson said. “But I think it will be greatly enhanced by his service on the Court.”

OEBPS/images/008fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/030fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/019fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/022fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/nyt.jpg
Ehe New Aork Times





OEBPS/images/028fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/pub.jpg
BLACK DOG
8 LEVENTHAL

PUBLISHERS





OEBPS/images/010fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/013fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/024fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/016fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/026fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/023fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/001fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/004fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/017fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/014fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781603763660.jpg
Ehe New YJork Times

The Culture,
Politics, and
Personalities
that Shaped
the Decade

SIXTIE

Edited with commentary by JOhn Rockwell






OEBPS/images/003fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/006fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/007fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/011fig01.jpg





OEBPS/images/029fig01.jpg





