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DEAR READERS:





The volume you are about to peruse is a work of fact and opinion. Or perhaps, opinion and fact. Regardless, within these pages you will find over one thousand encyclopedic entries on everything from abortion rights and the beloved YA author Judy Blume to the problematic elitism of Vogue magazine and euphemisms for the word “vagina”—many accompanied by beautiful, provocative photographs, graphics and illustrations. What you will also find: A seemingly pathological obsession with pop culture characters, bodily functions, and political heroines. Mockery of Scott Baio. Pro-choice, feminist politics. A flowchart on how to respond to a marriage proposal. Caterwauling about the patriarchy. And perhaps the most disgusting illustrated taxonomy of clogged pores and pimples ever committed to paper.


You may be thinking: okay, but why? (Also: Ew!) The answer is pretty straightforward: because we thought it might be fun to collect our various observations, fascinations, annoyances, and inspirations into one easy-to-use, attractive-looking volume. Because signing on for a book project of this size and scope always sounds a lot easier in theory than it is in reality. But most importantly, because we love and are in awe of our readers’ diversity, intellect, and exuberance.


How to use this book: Buy it. Laugh with it… or at it. Give copies as gifts. React to it. (Unfortunately, due to space limitations and general forgetfulness, some people and subjects are missing altogether; give us your thoughts and suggestions by emailing bookofjezebel@jezebel.com.) Most importantly: Enjoy it.




YOUR EDITOR,





ANNA









A




Aaliyah (1979–2001)


Talented nineties R&B singer who died at the age of twenty-two in a particularly celebrity way after her plane crashed coming back from a music video shoot in the Bahamas because it was weighted down with luggage. Her legacy lives on through the work of contemporaries like Missy Elliott and her producer Timbaland, in scandalous Drake remixes, and in the memory of her brief, illicit, and annulled marriage to R. Kelly (and the song “Age Ain’t Nothing But A Number,” which he wrote and she recorded).
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Abakanowicz, Magdalena (1930–)


Polish-born sculptor who spent much of her early life under Soviet domination and learned to make do with the materials she could cobble together. In the 1960s, Abakanowicz created three-dimensional Abakans forms with materials she wove herself. In the eighties, she moved on to bronze, stone, wood, and iron sculptures. Her work is installed around the world. In 2006, Agora, a large permanent project for Chicago’s Grant Park consisting of more than a hundred nine-foot-tall iron cast figures, was installed.


Abercrombie & Fitch


Venerable retailer of safari gear loved by Theodore Roosevelt that was acquired and transformed in 1988 by Ohio-based Limited Brands into a suburban prep staple known as much for its cologne-drenched mall stores and shirtless catalog models as for its questionable employee “look policy” and its history of releasing sexist and racist T-shirts. Nineties boy band LFO once sang the refrain “I like girls who wear Abercrombie & Fitch,” but when the company began selling T-shirts with slogans such as “Show the Twins” and “Who Needs Brains When You Have These?,” it was hard not to believe the store felt the same way about its female customers.
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abortifacient


A chemical agent or drug used to terminate a pregnancy, usually either by hormonally inducing a miscarriage, by activating contractions, or by some combination of the two. Mifepristone, the drug commonly known as RU-486, works hormonally; misoprostol (Cytotec) and most early abortifacients like ergot and cotton root bark promote contractions and are also used during childbirth for that reason. More than a century before the French chemist Georges Teutsch synthesized mifepristone, cotton root and ergot were often advertised as “French renovating pills.” The term abortifacient is also regularly and deliberately misused by right-wingers to describe the “morning-after pill,” Plan B, which is a contraceptive.


abortion


A safe and legal way to end an unwanted pregnancy.


Abramović, Marina (1946–)


Belgrade-born, New York–based performance artist, considered one of the pioneers of the genre. Abramović’s work revolves around the human body, particularly its physical limits and tolerance for pain: she’s particularly well known for a six-hour 1974 performance, Rhythm 0, during which she provided the gallery audience with seventy-two objects—including a gun and a bullet, a rose, a scalpel, a whip, and honey—that they were permitted to use on her body in any way they chose. Video of the work shows gallery-goers removing Abramovićs clothing, writing on her body with lipstick, and scratching her with the rose’s thorns; one person aimed the gun at her head. Abramović’s 2010 retrospective at the Museum of Modern Art brought her more acclaim for her piece The Artist Is Present, in which she sat on a wooden chair across from a member of the public every day for three months. The piece was enormously popular—celebrities like Björk, James Franco, and Sharon Stone even attended—with many moved to tears.
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Abramson, Jill (1954–)


The first-ever female to become executive editor of the New York Times. Before she took over the position in 2011, she gained experience (and respect) by weathering some of the paper’s most trying times—including the Jayson Blair and Judith Miller scandals—as Washington bureau chief and managing editor. Has also written a book about raising a puppy.


Absolutely Fabulous


British comedy series also known as Ab Fab that ran from 1992 to 1995 starring Joanna Lumley and Jennifer Saunders, who also created it. Back in the early nineties, the boozy, pill-popping, acid-tongued, credit-wrecking, gleefully narcissistic exploits of publicist Edina Monsoon (Jennifer Saunders) and fashion editor Patsy Stone (Joanna Lumley) were as shocking as they were hilarious. Not to mention, you’ll notice that on that list of current envelope pushers, you don’t see any revolving around two middle-aged women and their mostly female comrades. More than twenty years later, there is still, truly, no other show like it—which is kind of depressing if you think about it. Where are our pills?
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abstinence


Purposely refraining from having sex, often because of religious objections to premarital sex and/or in an effort to avoid pregnancy and/or sexually transmitted infections (STIs). Though eliminating all contact with another person’s genitals and bodily fluids is a fully effective, if frustrating, method for avoiding pregnancy and all STIs, many people nonetheless consider themselves abstinent if they only avoid vaginal penetration. (This method of abstinence, though modeled by Bill Clinton, can still transmit infections or, more rarely, viable sperm to the vagina.) Despite the fact that full, informed abstinence is increasingly rare, religious conservatives have fought for years to make it the focus of sex ed in primary and secondary schools, though this has been correlated with higher rates of teen pregnancy and STIs.


Abzug, Bella Savitsky (1920–1998)


Civil rights lawyer, feminist, peace activist, three-term congresswoman, and famous hat-wearer. A first-generation American born in the Bronx to Russian Jewish immigrants and a graduate of Hunter College and Columbia Law School, Abzug first entered politics when she raised money for the Jewish National Fund by making speeches in New York subway stations. Abzug began her law practice with cases supporting “bypassed peoples,” represented Willie McGee in his appeals to the Supreme Court after his conviction for raping a white woman in Mississippi in a racially motivated trial, and took on cases of McCarthyite accusations of citizens. In 1961, Abzug and a group of friends and colleagues founded Women Strike for Peace, which advocated for a ban on nuclear testing, an end to the Vietnam War, and Eugene McCarthy’s 1968 presidential campaign. In 1970, she jumped into the political fray herself, primarying against Leonard Farbstein, the longtime Democratic representative of New York’s Nineteenth Congressional District. Abzug rallied her supporters under the slogan “This woman’s place is in the house… the House of Representatives!” and, after her win, her uncompromising advocacy (on issues including Vietnam, child-care services for working women, her introduction of the Equality Act of 1974, and the first federal gay rights bill) led Senate Minority Leader Hugh Scott to declare Abzug “the only man in the House.” Other criticisms were similarly sexist: Norman Mailer famously wrote that her voice could “boil the fat off a taxicab driver’s neck.”
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Accused, The


Unsparing 1988 drama based on the real-life case of Cheryl Araujo, starring Jodie Foster as the victim of a brutal gang rape who discovers and cultivates her own inner strength and sense of empowerment as the criminal trial against her attackers commences. Though the film was conceived and produced by capital-H Hollywood—whose idea of justice for rape victims oscillates between straight-up revenge (The Last House on the Left, I Spit on Your Grave) and a stage on which white-guy defenders can strut their righteous stuff (A Time to Kill)—its (male) director and screenwriter were able to create a narrative that skewers ye olde “She Was Asking for It” myth.
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Acker, Kathy (1947–1997)


American postmodern novelist who was tattooed and sex-positive by the late 1970s, before being tattooed and sex-positive was a big thing. Her 1984 book Blood and Guts in High School, which arguably presaged the LiveJournal style, concerned a girl named Janey Smith who is sold into prostitution by her father. Acker, said British novelist Michael Bracewell approvingly, was a courageous risk-taker as a writer, a purveyor of “a kind of reckless give-a-shit determination to be contrary—even when the celebrity and applause with which her work had first been greeted had long since died down.” Others were not so kind. David Foster Wallace panned her early books in the Harvard Review, accusing her work of having too much of an “abstract and cerebral resonance” and no heart, which is just what some dudes would say, isn’t it?


[image: image]




acne


The curse of the hormonal teenager and retroactive blessing of the less-wrinkly old person.
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A cups


Small-size breasts, commonly defined by a half- to one-inch difference in the circumference around a woman’s actual breasts and that around her upper chest. For some, these mini mammaries are the locus of a certain amount of angst, so persistent and loud is the ambient culture’s demand for breasts that are perky, symmetrical, and big. For others, A cups come with certain advantages, like finding clothing that fits well—most labels’ pattern blocks aren’t designed with larger breasts in mind—and ease of use while jogging. Those who really are gunning for president of the Itty-Bitty Titty Committee may even realize their busts are too modestly sized to benefit from bras at all. Freedom!



Adam


Inchoately sexed mud-person. Seriously. In the second account in Genesis of the creation of humanity, ’adham (“earth creature”) is the human progenitor made out of dirt and divine breath. It is out of ’adham that both man and woman are taken, by being separated into sexate humanity, so the whole “first man, then woman” thing doesn’t exactly hold up. Phyllis Trible, feminist biblical scholar and general superstar, wrote a watershed 1973 article about this, causing those who argue for male supremacy based on primordial male precedence to look even more daft than they did previously. Of course, then there’s the fossil record, but whatevs.


Adams, Abigail (1744–1818)


The baller behind President John Adams who was the real brains behind the American Revolution, Abigail Adams also wrote a good letter, especially when she famously told husband John to get his shit together while writing the Constitution and “remember the ladies.” In the made-for-TV movie 1776, her husband was played by Mr. Feeny (William Daniels) from Boy Meets World.
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Adams, Carol J. (1951–)


Author and activist whose 1990 book The Sexual Politics of Meat: A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory linked carnivorism to patriarchy by highlighting sexual imagery in meat advertising and who was mocked a bit at the time. A little bit militant about the necessity of being a vegetarian in order to be properly antisexist. Hates PETA. (See also GAGA, LADY; PETA)


Adam’s Rib


1949 film about married lawyers (Katharine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy) who oppose each other in court over a case involving a married woman accused of shooting her husband. Its delightful subversion of traditional gender roles earned the movie a spot on AFI’s list of 100 Funniest American Movies of All Time. (See HEPBURN, KATHARINE)


Addams, Jane (1860–1935)


Philosopher, activist, and suffragette who, alongside Theodore Roosevelt, was one of the most prolific reformers of the Progressive Era. The first woman to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. With Ellen Gates Starr, Addams founded Chicago’s Hull House—America’s first settlement house—in 1889. It eventually became a facility where women in need could live, take night classes, cultivate hobbies, and care for their children. At its peak, the settlement house was also a center for philanthropy where women would research and tackle social issues such as overcrowding, children’s illiteracy, and disease. In 1910, Addams became the first female recipient of an honorary degree awarded by Yale University. In 1915, she was elected national chairman of the Women’s Peace Party and, that same year, elected president of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom.
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Adderall


Miracle drug used to treat ADHD and narcolepsy that enables users to sit at their desks getting Tiger Mom–approved quantities of work accomplished and losing five to ten pounds at the same time. (So long as they don’t mind the accompanying hand tremors, dramatic gum erosion, sometime compulsion to masturbate, occasional bloody shits, hopeless addiction, and moderate to severe acne eruptions on highly improbable areas of the body, like eyelids.)
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adoption


Formal process of becoming parent to a child not biologically your own. If you’re pregnant and cannot raise the child yourself, antichoicers would have you believe this is a relatively easy process and a morally superior alternative to abortion, even though it means enduring forty weeks of pregnancy, labor, and any complications that might arise from those, then handing the baby over to strangers while you’re physically exhausted and maximally hormonal.


adventuress


Woman with a love of travel and a curiosity about the world. To men, an unscrupulous seeker of wealth, social position, and, most threateningly, opportunity, usually by means of sexual wiles; to unsympathetic women, a gender traitor; to the rest of us, a rebel and sometimes pioneer. Gold diggers are distinct from adventuresses in that, for the former, financial security is the point, while for the latter it’s a temporary respite. “What more am I, when every act of my life is a venture? What else am I, when adventure or misadventure form the whole ensemble of my existence?” wrote the anonymous author of “My Experiences as an Adventuress” in the 1888 July–December edition of Lippincott’s Monthly magazine. “The ordinary adventuress adventures to gain by others’ loss. An extraordinary adventuress, such as I am, adventures to benefit herself in spite of fate and to nobody’s loss save the waste of prophecy to the knowing ones who declare she will yet come to grief.” Famous adventuresses include literary actress Irene Adler, lady pirate Anne Bonney, the multicareered Moll Flanders, and aviatrix Beryl Markham. (See also EARHART, AMELIA; PERÓN, EVA)


advertising


1. Simple means of informing the public about goods and services that has become a relentless global flood of symbols of commercialization so pervasive that it is now part of our culture’s entertainment. 2. Industry in which Don Draper, Peggy Olson, and most of the Mad Men cast toil. 3. Unavoidable media constructed to make you feel so bad about yourself you’ll have to buy something you don’t need.
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age of consent


More or less self-explanatory concept but one that apparently confuses and concerns a certain kind of man because he “can’t help it” if he is attracted to “younger women.” (Look at that poor Polanski fellow, after all, entrapped by the cleverness of a thirteen-year-old!)


AIDS


Disease of the human immune system. Affects 15.9 million women around the world, most in sub-Saharan Africa. Very much misunderstood: in Botswana, one minister of health publicly blamed women for its spread, and a US study found that 59 percent of Americans are uncomfortable with an HIV-positive female child-care provider.


airbrushing


Apparel detailing popular in the 1980s among young women who embellished pieces of clothing—usually tops—with swirly script lettering, unicorns and palm trees and names of lovers whose relationships rarely lasted longer than the fabric on which they were immortalized. (For airbrushing of photographs, see PHOTOSHOP; PHOTOSHOP OF HORRORS)
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Akhmatova, Anna (1889–1966)


Writer, poet. Publicly, Akhmatova wrote on love. Privately, Stalin. Early in her career, Akhmatova established herself as Russia’s siren (“lifting his dry hand / He lightly touched the flowers: / ‘Tell me how you kiss men.’ / And his lusterless eyes / Did not move from my ring”). When Stalin’s regime killed her husband, threw her son in a Siberian prison camp, and began obsessively surveilling her every move, she took on the role of Russia’s mother. “This woman’s absolutely ill, / This woman’s absolutely single,” she wrote in Requiem, her elegiac condemnation of Stalin’s terrors. “Her man is dead, son—in a jail, / Oh, pray for me—a poor female!” Akhmatova distributed the poem orally among fellow artists, who ritualistically memorized the text before destroying any copies. Meanwhile, she churned out written texts in praise of the regime, hoping it would help her free her son. When he was free, and Stalin dead, she published Requiem in her native USSR.



Albanian sworn virgins


Also known as “Burrnesha” or “Virginesha,” women who are able to avoid arranged marriages, wear men’s clothing, own and inherit property, smoke, and participate in business where all of the above have historically been prohibited (especially in remote mountain communities of northern Albania), all in exchange for a promise of lifelong celibacy. It’s estimated that there are fewer than forty Burrnesha in existence today. (Related: Alice Munro’s short story “The Albanian Virgin” is an excellent read.)


Albright, Madeleine (1937–)


First female secretary of state of the United States (1997–2001). Czech-born Wellesley grad and Columbia PhD. Fluent or damn close in six languages. Mother. Author. Gilmore Girls guest star. Collector of fancy brooches. Capable of leg-pressing four hundred pounds at age sixty-nine.
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Alcott, Louisa May (1832–1888)


Writer of books including the much-beloved Little Women. Alcott based the novel’s headstrong Jo March on herself. In real life, the author’s upbringing was more colorful: her father, Bronson Alcott, was a noted transcendentalist and impractical crank who dragged the family between ill-fated utopian communities and instilled an appreciation for progressive causes. (The Alcotts housed a fugitive slave for a week during Louisa’s early adolesence.) It’s no wonder, then, that her narratives championed independent women. One nineteenth-century critic called her oeuvre, which featured freethinkers and early feminist themes, “among the decided ‘signs of the times.’ ” Alcott’s novels were major bestsellers, yes, but her heroines—including progressive heiress Rose Campbell and independent music teacher Polly Milton—did more than make money: they created a new model for young women. As Alcott famously wrote in her childhood journal, “I want to do something splendid… Something heroic or wonderful that won’t be forgotten after I’m dead… I think I shall write books.”
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Alexander, Jane (1939–)


Actor (The Great White Hope, All the President’s Men, Kramer vs. Kramer), writer, producer, former chairwoman of the National Endowment for the Arts.


Ali, Laylah (1968–)


American artist best known for her Greenheads paintings, which feature androgynous figures that wouldn’t be out of place in a comic book.


Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland


1865 novel by Lewis Carroll starring a seven-year-old girl who escapes her dull seventh birthday party by falling down a rabbit hole into a world of infinite roles, including a psychedelic obstacle course of womanhood, where she confronts the forces of objectification, claustrophobia, body dysmorphia, and food issues.
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Allen, Debbie (1950–)


Actress, choreographer, director, dancer, and sister to The Cosby Show’s Phylicia Rashad. Alongside the dubious honor of being the only performer to appear in all three versions of Fame (“You got big dreams? You want fame? Well, fame costs. And right here is where you start paying—in sweat!”), Allen has won ten NAACP Image Awards and three Emmys, has released one solo album, directed an all African American production of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof on Broadway, created choreography for five Academy Awards shows plus every recording artist whose moves you tried to copy as a kid, and served as a judge on So You Think You Can Dance. Also the founder of the Debbie Allen Dance Academy in L.A. and has made major contributions to Paula Abdul’s career. (See also HUXTABLE, CLAIR)


Allen, Joan (1956–)


American actress. In the 2000 film The Contender, for which she was nominated for a Best Actress Oscar, Allen’s vice presidential candidate Senator Laine Hanson faces pundits who say that “the people of this nation can stomach quite a bit. But the one thing they can’t stomach is the image of a vice president with a mouthful of cock.” She proves them wrong.


Allende, Isabel (1942–)


Chilean American author of nineteen books (The House of the Spirits, Daughter of Fortune), philanthropist, and international speaker on women’s rights and politics. “In reality,” she writes, “the most important things about my life happened in the secret chambers of my heart and have no place in a biography.” All right, then.
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Alley, Kirstie (1951–)


American actress who burst onto the scene as the superhot and feisty Rebecca Howe on Cheers back in the day, making us forget all about that prissy Shelly Long. Also, she was married to a Hardy Boy, which: awesome. Then, in some order, there was Look Who’s Talking and addiction and Scientology and the aging process, and at some point she gained weight, so then there was Fat Actress—terribly promising; terribly disappointing. Since then she’s alternated between losing weight for money and gracing tabloid covers after the inevitable regain.


Alloy


Mind-bogglingly crowded entertainment and style website for teen girls that comes with a convenient built-in shop hocking cute, trendy, semidisposable clothing and accessories. Or wait, is it more of a shop with a built-in website? Tough to say! Especially when you’re being assaulted by Kotex ads, horoscopes, quizzes, and AlloyTV fashion advice—on autoplay, natch—all at once. Points for carrying some clothes up to a junior size 3X, though.


Allure


American women’s magazine that provides crucial information on the beauty products ladies must use to make themselves look presentable. Roundly mocked in June 2008 for an illustrated step-by-step guide to taking a shower, which taught millions of American women how to use that big spigot in their bathrooms.
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Almodóvar, Pedro (1949–)


Spanish screenwriter and filmmaker for whom theatricality replaces subtext to explain intricate intersections of sexuality, death, and identity. Women are nearly always central—Almodóvar has said they are “more spectacular as dramatic subjects, they have a greater range of registers”—but gender is never stable or fixed in his films. Performance is the one constant; in the words of Agrado in Almodóvar’s most acclaimed film, Todo sobre mi madre (All About My Mother), “The more you become like what you have dreamed for yourself, the more authentic you are.”



Always


Feminine hygiene product that can be enjoyed with or without wings. (See also WINGS)


Amanpour, Christiane (1958–)


Highly respected and tenacious Iranian-English news anchor and foreign correspondent. In her decades at CNN, including her decades-long tenure as CNN’s chief international correspondent, Amanpour waded into war zones and confronted despots and dictators, perpetrators of genocide and their victims, all with that sonorous voice. Amanpour has consistently refused to bow to Americans’ habitual indifference to foreign news, even after being named host of This Week on ABC to a chorus of inside-the-Beltway sniping. (We’re talking to you, Tom Shales.) She has said, “I’m so identified with war and disaster these days that wherever I go, people say jokingly, or maybe not so jokingly, that they shudder when they see me… And I calculated that I have spent more time at the front than most normal military units.”
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Amazon


According to myth, any member of a tribe of supertall all-female warriors who supposedly kicked a ton of ass and had straight sex once or twice a year to keep the race going, then abandoned any male children who came along. According to insecure twenty-first-century men, any woman over five six.


Amélie


From the 2001 film of the same name, the whimsical French gamine who launched a thousand haircuts.
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American Apparel


Manufacturer of “sweatshop free” hoodies and T-shirts turned manic recycler of 1980s fashion trends. Best known for sometimes cartoonishly pornographic advertisements featuring its own (often underage) retail employees that blanketed alternative newsweeklies. Gained early media plaudits for high wages and humane working conditions inside factories, but upon frenzied expansion into retail stores the brand came quickly to embody all the excesses and predatory Ponzinomics of millennial late capitalism. Pioneered the inimitable “deep V” V-necked T-shirt that became perhaps the most absurd fashion trend adopted by heterosexual American males en masse in our nation’s history; also popularized leotards, metallic lamé bikinis worn in lieu of bras, basic neon in lieu of basic black. (See also CHARNEY, DOV)
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American Girl


Line of dolls, books, and accessories sold via catalog and in mega American Girl Place shopping centers, based on young female characters that originally focused on various periods of American history and eventually expanded to include contemporary girls. To some, American Girl is an example of all that is wrong with America; to others, an example of girl power. To most: just another one of those crazy things little girls like. (See also DOLLS)
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America’s Next Top Model


Competitive reality show that premiered in 2003 on UPN and now airs on the CW. Sixteen cycles later, ANTM is a grandaddy of reality TV, yet no more realistic than most scripted shows (the wannabe models rarely go on to make a significant impact in the fashion world and are fed reality TV girl-power clichés that have nothing to do with the fashion world). But realism is not what the show is selling. What has become evident, over the years, is that what the show is selling is Tyra Banks, who is not just a personality but a brand, and sometimes more a brand than a person. (See also BANKS, TYRA) Now replayed in syndication on various networks.
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Amos, Tori (1963–)


Artist. Writes, sings, plays piano, changes hair color, hangs with author Neil Gaiman. Beloved for such albums as Little Earthquakes and Under the Pink.
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“If they keep crashing stuff into the moon, the moon’s gonna get pissed off, and the tides’ll change, and all the women’ll start PMS-ing together. Then you guys are going to fucking regret it.”


—AMOS to Rolling Stone, 1999





anchor baby


Offensive suggestion made by xenophobes that some women are more entitled to deliver children on American soil than others. (The implication, you see, is that undocumented immigrants purposely and cynically conceive or bear children within the borders of the United States simply to secure citizenship for themselves and their offspring.) (See also ANGLE, SHARRON)


Anders, Allison (1954–)


Kentucky-raised director of women-centric films such as Gas Food Lodging and Mi Vida Loca.
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Anderson, Gillian (1968–)


Actress who has played Lily Bart and Lady Dedlock and Ahab’s wife, but let’s be real: Fuck yeah, Scully. (See also SCULLY, DANA)


Anderson, Laurie (1947–)


American singer, musician, composer, and career weirdo (otherwise known as a “performance artist”). The studiously androgynous Anderson has managed to bridge the gap between the avant-garde and the mainstream, most notably by having one of her music videos, “O Superman,” land in MTV’s rotation in the 1980s, and has worked with everybody who’s anybody in the counterculture like William Burroughs, Frank Zappa, Andy Kaufman, Spalding Gray, Timothy Leary, and her partner, Lou Reed. Her art often touches on feminist themes, as in a 1973 series of text and black-and-white photos in which she pointed her Nikon camera at men in her downtown New York City neighborhood after they catcalled or harassed her.
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Andrews, V. C. (1923–1986)


Author of the Flowers in the Attic series and numerous follow-ups, all featuring stifling families in which sexual deviance is mixed with murderous impulses mixed with emotional gas-lighting. Frightening, appalling, and delightfully filthy, the books not uncommonly contain such twisted familiarity as a female character beaten naked with a hairbrush by a family member, leaving red, stinging welts on youthful flesh. (Also: lots of incest.) The iconic black covers feature a beautiful heroine’s face in a center oval, then open to an illustration of the spooky clan. (Think Dallas meets the Addams Family.) This facade allowed the books to pass muster with parents at the supermarket checkout line, leading to years of uncensored reading.


Angelou, Maya (1928–)


American poet and writer born Marguerite Annie Johnson. Became a mother at seventeen. Once danced with Alvin Ailey, put out a calypso album, and was a major force in the civil rights movement before publishing her autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings in 1970 at the age of forty-one. Early mentor to Oprah; presented with the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama in 2011. Came from nothing, in other words, to live one of the most interesting lives of the twentieth century.
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Angle, Sharron (1949–)


Nevada representative who opposes same-sex marriage, believes that women should remain in the home, feels that Harry Reid lacks adequate masculinity to preside over the Senate, and compares teen girls delivering the child of rape to a refreshing summer drink (“I think that two wrongs don’t make a right. And I have been in the situation of counseling young girls, not 13 but 15, who have had very at-risk, difficult pregnancies. And my counsel was to look for some alternatives, which they did. And they found that they had made what was really a lemon situation into lemonade.”). (See also ANCHOR BABY)


Aniston, Jennifer (1969–)


Actress and unwitting homecoming queen of tabloid culture. Aniston is best known for having a popular haircut while starring in the long-running and unexceptional sitcom Friends and later “losing” her then husband Brad Pitt to Angelina Jolie. Most people refer to Aniston as Jen, presumably because we feel like we know her. Her depiction in popular media goes something like this: Jennifer Aniston has great hair. Jennifer Aniston was married to Brad Pitt. Jennifer Aniston misses her ex-husband, Brad Pitt. Jennifer Aniston is totally over Brad Pitt. Jennifer Aniston hates Angelina Jolie. Jennifer Aniston has great hair. Jennifer Aniston is lonely. Jennifer Aniston is happy alone. Jennifer Aniston wishes she could have a baby. Jennifer Aniston is pregnant. Jennifer Aniston is not pregnant. Jennifer Aniston has great hair. Jennifer Aniston has finally found love. Jennifer Aniston is miserable. Jennifer Aniston does not take fashion risks. Jennifer Aniston is very fashionable. Jennifer Aniston is happier than ever. Jennifer Aniston will never be happy. Jennifer Aniston has finally found love. Jennifer Aniston has great hair. Jennifer Aniston contains multitudes.
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Ann-Margret (1941–)


Actress and famous redhead (given surname: Olsson) who pegs her on-screen persona along the Little Miss Lollipop–Sexpot–Banshee continuum. “People who saw the performer astride a motorcycle on stage, hair wild, body contorting, could not have envisioned the shy woman inside,” the Stockholm-born performer wrote in her autobiography. “The outside world… figured I was a seductress, an extrovert with few inhibitions, and who could blame them?” But Ann-Margret’s greatest trick wasn’t in landing those good girl–bad girl acrobatics. It was in continuing to turn up on screens after those sex kitten roles dried up. “It is true that Hollywood is still obsessed with age, but who cares?” Ann-Margret said in 2001, a few months after she turned sixty. “Who really cares?”



Ann Taylor


Named for a dress, not a woman.


Anne of Green Gables


Internationally beloved Canadian children’s book written by Lucy Maud Montgomery, first published in 1908 and still a mainstay of Prince Edward Island tourism. Protagonist Anne Shirley is a chatty, strong-willed, redheaded orphan in search of a bosom friend, and Canadian women love her as much as American women love Laura Ingalls, Jo March, and Caddie Woodlawn combined. A recent Canadian TV movie, Anne of Green Gables: A New Beginning, apparently killed off Anne’s childhood sweetheart and eventual husband, Gilbert Blythe, which is almost as appalling as spelling “Anne” without the E. Besides which, Megan Follows, who portrayed her in the 1980s miniseries, is and always will be the one true Anne. Fact.


Annie Hall


What can we say? Woody Allen’s a kook, but we need the eggs. In this 1977 romantic comedy, Allen plays Alvy Singer, a television gag writer who falls for Annie Hall (Diane Keaton), an aspiring photographer and singer who is so inhibited and alienated from herself and her own desires at the film’s outset that she can’t even tell Alvy whether she’s going uptown or downtown—she wants to give him a ride, but she doesn’t want it to seem like she’s going out of her way, or else then he might think she wants to give him a ride, or maybe she doesn’t know what she wants, and anyway, she’s just embarrassed. Although Alvy has most of the best lines, Allen is extremely generous to Keaton’s character. The real story of the film is Annie’s awakening, and her gradual realization that she is a person of worth and sufficient unto herself. We don’t just love this demented romantic comedy, we lurve it. We luff it. More coherent than The Curse of the Jade Scorpion and less abject than Manhattan, Annie Hall is quite possibly Allen’s best work. Also, Keaton’s wardrobe—she favors men’s shirts, vests, bowler hats, and a killer sisal tote bag—in the film is deservedly famous.


Anthony, Susan B. (1820–1906)


Women’s rights activist. Immortalized on a beautiful one-dollar US coin and in debates that are still ongoing. Take the Susan B. Anthony List, an antiabortion rights lobbying group that has resurrected the suffragist’s ghost in its branding and that claims, “Courageous women leaders like Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton recognized that authentic women’s rights could never be built upon the broken rights of innocent unborn children. They believed that abortion was just a tool of oppression used against women.” Counters Lynn Sher, author of Anthony biography Failure Is Impossible: Susan B. Anthony in Her Own Words: “We’ve pointed this out zillions of times… I don’t know what her position on abortion is, and for them to pretend that they do is simply flat-out wrong.” (See also SUFFRAGETTE)
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Anthropologie


The go-to shopping destination for twee, ultrafeminine, overpriced crafty goods you never knew you needed but suddenly can’t live without. Identified by its abundance of scented candles, “ethnic” prints, piles of “one of a kind” objects sourced in distant lands, shipped to the US, and marked up, and quirky romantic dresses.


antifeminists


People who object to feminism’s goals, i.e., people who (often willfully) misunderstand feminism and/or are huge assholes. Notable examples include Phyllis Schlafly, Camille Paglia, Caitlin Flanagan, the entire “men’s rights” movement, proponents of wifely “surrender,” hard-core religious fundamentalists, teenagers who just discovered Andrea Dworkin, Bart Stupak, Mike Pence, and the pope. Not to be confused with thoughtful people who believe in women’s equality but object to the mainstream feminist movement’s tendency to focus on middle-class, white, heterosexual women to the exclusion of everyone else. (See also DWORKIN, ANDREA; FLANAGAN, CAITLIN; PAGLIA, CAMILLE; SCHLAFLY, PHYLLIS)


antiheroine


Type of lady we don’t see very often. While the lovable asshole male is a staple in the fiction of everyone from Philip Roth to Jonathan Franzen, ladies are often either the virtuous princess or the evil witch with weird horns on her hat—the virgin or the whore. Antiheroines—women you sort of root for even though they are fucked-up or just plain bad—are thinner on the ground. You could call Emma Bovary one, but it seems so clear that Flaubert thinks she is dumb that it’s sort of hard to get behind her. Readers looking for a contemporary example should look for Marcy Dermansky’s Bad Marie, which opens with the line “Sometimes, Marie got a little drunk at work.” (Work turns out to be taking care of a two-year-old, whom Marie later kidnaps after she has an affair with the child’s dad.) It’s hard not to root for her, though, because she almost never does something women are told they must always do: apologize.




antichoice


Term that the antichoice movement would prefer you eschew in favor of the cozy-sounding “pro-life,” even though it’s objectively bogus. “Pro-life” simply cannot describe a movement that objects to vaccinating young women against HPV to save them from cervical cancer. Or that objects to distributing condoms in communities in which HIV is rampant. Or that objects to stem cell research that could potentially save millions of lives.


In lieu of “pro-life,” antichoicers will often begrudgingly accept “antiabortion,” but again, this term fails a basic accuracy test. After all, antichoicers work hard at increasing the main cause of abortion, unwanted pregnancy, which can’t help but increase the abortion rate. They do this by fighting contraception education in schools, by defunding family planning programs that provide contraception here and abroad, by supporting laws that allow pharmacists to deny women contraception, and by spreading misinformation about the safety and efficacy of the pill.


Antichoice is the inverse of pro-choice, a perfectly accurate, if limited, term to describe the people who think women should have choices when it comes to reproduction. But “antichoice” does fail to reflect the breadth and depth of the fear and loathing experienced by antichoice activists when it comes to the subject of women having sex without paying a terrible price, either at the end of a coat hanger or in being marched down the aisle to marry a guy whose sole husbandly qualification is that he turned you on after a few rounds one Saturday night.


At a recent event at the Manhattan Institute, conservative Kay Hymowitz nostalgically recalled the halcyon days before feminism, when “a 20-year-old woman would have been a wife and a mother.” (You know, instead of doing pointless things that women find so enticing these days, such as getting educations and careers, and avoiding having your first divorce and remarriage before you’re thirty.) For the antichoice movement, visions of twenty-year-old brides do not have to be relegated to the world of fifties’ sitcom fantasy but can become a twenty-first-century reality. All they need is to apply a little force. An abortion ban here, the end of birth control pill distribution there, and next thing you know, all the gains women have made in the past few decades have crumbled into a pile of dirty diapers. And it’s the force part of the equation that makes the term antichoice an apt description feminists return to time and again.


[image: image]






anxiety


Unpleasant and/or debilitating mental state that all marketing and culture aspire to create in women. Subjects about which one is meant to be anxious: your hair, your weight, your face, your skin, your age, your hair (armpit and/or leg), your babies, your lack of babies, your husband, your lack of husband, whether you are sexually generous enough, whether you are too sexually generous, your hair (pubic), your personal cleanliness, your home’s cleanliness, whether or not the germs in your toilet are about to become little animated cartoons and kill everything you love—seriously though, you should scrub your toilet more often—and your face, and then moisturize, and get Botox, and also buy a Swiffer. (See also XANAX)



Apatow, Judd (1967–)


Writer-producer of beloved but often short-lived nineties TV shows (The Ben Stiller Show, The Larry Sanders Show, The Critic, Freaks and Geeks) who went on to make increasingly off-putting comedy films for dudebros and the women who go to movies with them (The 40-Year-Old Virgin, Knocked Up, Forgetting Sarah Marshall). Famously (and accurately) criticized by Knocked Up star Katherine Heigl for depicting women as “shrews, as humorless and uptight,” which naturally resulted in Heigl developing a reputation as a humorless, uptight shrew. Both directly and indirectly responsible for the early twenty-first century’s glut of comedies about underemployed, casually homophobic, white twenty-something stoner guys who magically attract gorgeous (if just a wee bit shrewish) overachieving women. Former Apatow collaborator Mike White pretty much nailed the disappointment early fans have about later Apatovian works when he told the New York Times in 2007: “My sense of it is that because those guys are idiosyncratic-looking, their perception is that they’re still the underdogs. But… at some point it starts feeling like comedy of the bullies, rather than the bullied.” (See also BRIDESMAIDS; KNOCKED UP)


Aphrodite


Greek goddess of love and beauty who rose from the sea, had a lot of sex, and eventually had a Kylie Minogue album and song named after her.


Apple, Fiona (1977–)


Singer-songwriter whose ambivalence about the media-fame machine means she’s destined to get all straight male reporters’ issues from that “crazy bitch” they dated projected onto her. Her first album went triple platinum, but her frankness about being unimpressed by an MTV Music Award got her called “ungrateful” by various critics, and she has never quite managed to get out from under that image despite putting out two more great albums. Oh, well: as Fiona herself says, “Nothing wrong when a song ends in a minor key.”
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Aqua Net


The ultrapowerful aerosol hairspray responsible for holding together everything from bouffants to mall bangs, Aqua Net powered many a big do back in the day. You know that eighties Whitesnake video where Tawny Kitaen sticks her head out a car window and gets her hair blown all over the place and then comes back into the car and her hair doesn’t look like it moved at all? Some might say that was the result of editing. Those of us who lived through the eighties, however, know an Aqua Net hold when we see one.
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Arbus, Diane (1923–1971)


American photographer for whom nothing was off-limits. Arbus’s subjects included everything from transgender people to giants to the handicapped. Her career began with taking photos for her family’s department store ads, and her work eventually wound up in Glamour, Vogue, and Harper’s BAZAAR. Arbus’s focus switched to inhabitants of New York City who usually went unnoticed, like the cross-dressing young man in one of her most famous portraits, A Naked Man Being a Woman. “I really believe there are things nobody would see if I didn’t photograph them,” she said. After a battle with depression, Arbus committed suicide in 1971.
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Arendt, Hannah (1906–1975)


Writer widely acknowledged to be one of the major political theorists of the twentieth century, and so one of the few who can be said to have penetrated the boys’ club in the ivory tower. Her writings often have the same ball-busting, troublemaking spirit we associate with suffragettes, riot grrls, and other female revolutionaries. But she seems to have disliked feminism in the capital F, movement sense, which apparently made her a disappointment to many. Per Adrienne Rich: “To read such a book [Arendt’s The Human Condition], by a woman of large spirit and great erudition, can be painful, because it embodies the tragedy of a female mind nourished on male ideology.” Yikes. But Arendt was never much for any party line, ladycentric or otherwise, as it happened. She wrote a book called Eichmann in Jerusalem, using the trial of a Nazi bureaucrat to illustrate what she calls the “banality of evil.” Thinking she was trying to excuse Eichmann, and the Nazis more generally, from responsibility for their crimes—she meant something more like “unthinkable acts can be made to seem normal, and that is itself unthinkable”—everyone promptly went berserk. She also criticized the reasoning of Brown v. Board of Education and integrationist strategies in the South more generally, although she said she was just concerned that they would lead Southern whites to the kind of full-scale systematic violence associated with the Nazis. If you disagree with her, of course, it might be hard to separate the courage from the convictions. But then that’s always the rub with the firecrackers of all kinds, the grandes dames of political theory or any other sphere. You can’t trust that just because they’ve managed to locate their voices you’re going to like what they have to say.
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Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret


I must, I must, I must increase my bust! (See also BLUME, JUDY)
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Arnold, Eve (1912–2012)


Groundbreaking American photojournalist, one of the few female ones of her time, best known for her photographs of Marilyn Monroe on the set of the 1961 movie The Misfits. She also traveled the world capturing images of far less sparkly subjects, like disabled Vietnam veterans and Apartheid-era South Africa, and she’s also well known for her series of photographs of American First Ladies and an iconic photograph of Malcolm X. (See also MONROE, MARILYN)


Arthur, Bea (1922–2009)


American actress. Although she was a staff sergeant in the Marine Corps in her twenties and a Tony Award–winning Broadway star in her forties, Arthur’s career didn’t really take off until her fifties, when she starred as the feminist title character in Norman Lear’s TV series Maude. She won her first Best Lead Actress in a Comedy Emmy for that role in 1977, and her second for playing wisecracking realist Dorothy Zbornak in The Golden Girls in 1988. Post–Golden Girls, she performed at the Metropolitan Opera, played Larry David’s mom in Curb Your Enthusiasm, and, in 2001, returned to Broadway in her late seventies with a one-woman show.
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as if


(See also CLUELESS)


ass


Human buttocks, or an example of a recent paradigm shift in terms of physical ideals in the American white woman. Up through the eighties, the preferred shape was nearly nonexistent, the taut frame of a Cheryl Tiegs or Farrah Fawcett; to be cursed with an ample ass would require a shirt around the waist. Then in the early nineties, as hip-hop washed over mainstream culture, young men and women became privy to music and videos praising the big butt, and a popular show called In Living Color happened to feature the fly-girl talents of one Jennifer Lopez. By the turn of the millennium, J.Lo was mainstream and so was her can, an ass that walked her onto the covers of high-fashion magazines. In one generation the ass has gone from pancake to pop, which of course has shifted the low-self-esteem pendulum from ass-hiders to ass-enhancers. (See also LOPEZ, JENNIFER; T&A)


Astroglide


Brand of personal lubricant, which can result in an immediate and positive difference in the sex lives of most women, making penetration easier, and fun to apply for partners as well. But while we’re at it, can we recommend you try Pjur Original Bodyglide Super Concentrated instead?
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astrology


Pseudoscientific practice of using the position of the planets and stars at one’s birth to explain why one has a shitty personality. Though its popularity possibly peaked in the 1970s, ladymags keep printing horoscope pages, and Cosmo even publishes a “Bedside Astrologer” that helps women seduce men using zodiac sign compatibility. Linda Goodman’s Love Signs is considered the astrology bible; many a copy has been earmarked, underlined, and shared by high school girls with questions only the constellations can answer.
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Athena


Greek goddess of wisdom. Frequently referred to as “gray-eyed” or “flashing-eyed,” and associated with the owl. In The Odyssey, she is Odysseus’s guardian, guiding him on his journey home, governing strategy in war, and, at the end, stops the men battling it out on Ithaca. In Robert Fitzgerald’s translation:


Their faces paled with dread before Athena, and swords dropped from their hands unnerved, to lie strewing the ground, at the great voice of the goddess.


Pretty badass.


Atkins Diet


Most famous embodiment of the principle that eating a high-protein, low-carbohydrate diet will, like many other food plans, cause almost invariably temporary weight loss.
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Atlas Shrugged


Novel by writer, philosopher-king, and amphetamine enthusiast Ayn Rand, published in 1957. Tells the inspirational story of a woman who runs a successful corporation, is smarter than everyone, sleeps with all the hot dudes, and is finally rewarded for her virtue by being raped by a maintenance worker in a railway tunnel. She’s into it, though, because he’s also a genocidal dictator who is about to give a seventy-page speech about how everyone is a Communist and should die. Has sold over seven million copies. (See also RAND, AYN)


Atonement


Very beautiful book (and film) about a false rape accusation. It is a delicate subject if you believe, as a lot of feminists do, that too many women are disbelieved when they say they’ve been raped. And in less skillful and beautiful hands than Ian McEwan’s, this whole book could have been a disastrous male-centric cri de coeur about the wiles of women who wield the alleged taboo of rape against the righteous male. (Imagine it as authored by late-career Roth or Mailer, for example, and shudder away.) Instead it is a meditation about how a single false impression can ruin an entire life, whether anyone meant the harm or not. About how the suffering that can be caused by this kind of thing when it happens—and it does, of course, happen, no one denies that mistakes are sometimes made—touches everyone involved. A tip: when you get to the fourth and final section of the book, make sure you’re alone, because you’re about to have an ugly cry.
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Atwood, Margaret (1939–)


Canadian novelist, poet, and essayist. Still sometimes referred to as Peggy by friends. Perhaps the only literary figure of our time who regularly and properly uses the term cosplay. Her first major novel, The Edible Woman, was about a woman who anthropomorphizes food to the point where she finds she can no longer eat and uses self-starvation as a way to ward off adulthood. It was published in 1969, just as the second wave of the women’s movement was beginning. Her subsequent novels have evinced similar interests: women and Canada tangled with bizarre and oppressive twists of science. (See also HANDMAID’S TALE, THE)



Aunt Jemima


Brand of pancake-related foodstuffs and the most recognizable Mammy caricature in American advertising history. Portrayed by a woman named Nancy Green, who was born a slave, until her death in 1923. To some extent, white housewives lost their taste for that crap as time went on, but Aunt Jemima—first introduced in 1889 and now owned by Quaker Oats—remains, even if she’s finally lost her kerchief and about two hundred pounds.
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au pair


Fancypants European nanny who, if television has taught us anything, will almost certainly neglect your kids and sleep with your husband.


Austen, Jane (1775–1817)


English novelist who inspired a rash of late-nineties period films, popular contemporary knockoffs like Clueless and Bridget Jones’s Diary, and the got-old-real-fast public domain literature + monsters publishing trend of 2009–2011. Best known today as the only pre-1900 female writer most people can name off the top of their head.
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autism


Neural and developmental disorder. Psychologist Bruno Bettelheim, Holocaust survivor and pioneering autism researcher, attributed the condition to frigid women who neglect their children into neurodevelopmental disorder. Like the SS, but for babies: “When one is forced to drink black milk from dawn to dusk, whether in the death camps of Nazi Germany or while lying in a possibly luxurious crib, but there subjected to the unconscious death wishes of what overtly may be a conscientious mother—in either situation a living soul has death for a master,” Bettelheim wrote of autism’s roots. After the psychologist’s suicide in 1990, the bulk of his work was discredited as made-up—and bizarrely anti-Semitic.




Avon


Seller of cosmetics, giver of makeovers, supporter of Breast Cancer Research, home of the iconic Avon Lady, this company has been going strong since 1886. And back in 1989—when Lauren Conrad was just a gleam in some MTV exec’s eye—it became the first major cosmetics peddler to ban animal testing. Incidentally, their Smooth Minerals Eyeshadow has something of a cult following.
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Like, totally. We are never giving this word up.


ax wound


Horrible euphemism for human vulva.






B


babies


Tiny, dependent human beings believed to cause ovarian explosions among young women and commitment phobia among young men. Conclusively proven to cause endless fucking drama in the feminist blogosphere. (See also EMBRYO; FETUS; LABOR; PREGNANCY)
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Baby Boom


1987 film and step-by-step blueprint for every overworked, undersexed romantic comedy heroine to come, in which J.C. (Diane Keaton) is punished for loving her demanding job by being saddled with a fully realized human baby (spontaneously inherited from her long-lost dead cousin). While J.C. takes stabs at adopting her off, she carts the kid in her underarm, driving away her investment banker boyfriend and her high-powered gig. Only when she morphs into a good mommy, moves to the Vermont countryside, and begins canning baby applesauce for a living is she rewarded with the loving embrace of a handsome local veterinarian.


baby bump


Any abdominal protrusion or imagined abdominal protrusion in a female, particularly a female celebrity. Syndrome can be caused by inhalation of air, overly loose clothing, overly tight clothing, a love of fine wines and beers, bad posture, a fetus, and/or those tacos really acting up on you. Will be reported as a pregnancy-related event regardless. Depending on the relevance and marketability of the female celebrity, she may be called upon to release a formal statement clarifying whether she does/does not have a fetus lodged up her bits.


Baby Doll


1956 Elia Kazan film so filthy the Catholic Legion of Decency fought to ban it. Granted, in 1956 that didn’t take much (no openmouthed on-screen kisses were allowed), but Baby Doll is the sexiest movie you will ever see. Based on a Tennessee Williams screenplay, the film stars Carroll Baker as Baby Doll, the sleepy-eyed nineteen-year-old wife of broke, middle-aged, damp Archie Lee Meighan (Karl Malden). In order to marry Baby Doll, Archie Lee, a poor cotton gin owner, promised her father that they wouldn’t consummate the marriage until Baby Doll’s twentieth birthday. That fateful birthday is now only two days away, and Archie Lee’s about to implode. Sexual desperation does not appeal to Baby Doll, however, and she guards her vagina well. After all, it’s the only power she has. Pitiful, sex-starved, and broke, Archie Lee sets fire to the gin of Silva Vaccaro, his main competitor in the cotton trade, played by a studly Eli Wallach. Vaccaro vows to make Archie Lee pay and soon realizes there’s no sweeter revenge than seducing your enemy’s virgin bride.


baby mama


Semiderogatory and often possessive title used by a man to describe an unmarried woman who has a child. Disambiguation: 2008 comedy in which single yuppie supermarket executive Tina Fey hires Amy Poehler to be her surrogate (NB: Poehler pees in a sink at one point, which may be the funniest use of urination on film to date).
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Baby-Sitters Club, The


213 novels that were all the rage among middle schoolers in the 1980s and 1990s. Each book, which came in a different color from the one before it, focused on a different member of the club’s quartet. The four original characters were Kristy Thomas (the sporty one), Claudia Kishi (the fashionable one), Mary Anne Spier (the nerdy one), and Stacey McGill (the New Yorky one). An inspiration to aspiring small businesswomen everywhere from the days before the career dreams of the American teenager were whittled down to reality superstardom and a fashion line.
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Bachelor, The


Long-running ABC reality TV franchise that includes the spin-off shows The Bachelorette and Bachelor Pad; hosted by Chris Harrison, who broke viewers’ hearts in 2012 when he announced he was divorcing his wife of eighteen years. Highlight “bachelors” from the flagship show include Brad (seasons 11 and 15, who couldn’t pick a girl the first round), Jake (season 14, who has mutual acrimony with his chosen mate, Vienna), and Jason (season 13, who changed his mind after picking his final girl). The only “real” success story of the franchise is Trista and Ryan, who married on television in 2003 and remain together. While The Bachelor and -ette center around forced polyamory that leads to a proposal and commitment to one singular person, Bachelor Pad is basically an orgy for money and whatever love looks like on television. As Jennifer Pozner wrote in her 2010 book Reality Bites Back, the entire franchise has been rightly criticized for being racially discriminatory and “emphasiz[ing] women’s matrimonial motivations with a nearly endless stream of marriage-minded femmes professing some variation of the belief that being the last girl standing at a network altar—even though they’d be standing there with a virtual stranger—will make all their dreams come true.”
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Bachmann, Michele (1956–)


American politician, onetime presidential candidate, member of the unreality-based community. In Bachmann World, slave owners worked tirelessly to abolish slavery at the same time the human beings they owned were working tirelessly to take care of their homes and land. Not coincidentally, Bachmann World is also the only location on earth where accusing Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Deputy Chief of Staff Huma Abedin of having ties to a terrorist organization (because: she’s Muslim) is somehow not understood to be screamingly racist bullshit. (Among those from her own party who called Bachmann out on the latter outrage was her former campaign manager Ed Rollins, who wrote in a Fox News op-ed, “I am fully aware that she sometimes has difficulty with her facts.”) When Newsweek ran a cover photo of Bachmann staring straight at the camera with what could only be called “crazy eyes,” American feminists toggled between empathy/outrage (they’d never do that to a man!) and schadenfreude. Between her proud ignorance and her extrapuritanical vision for America, Bachmann can be a difficult lady to defend—unless you’re a white Evangelical Christian who believes wives should submit to their husbands, even when they’re running for president. In that case, she’s the bee’s knees.
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bacon


A smoky, delicious breakfast treat. A fine accompaniment to salads, scallops, dates, and baked potatoes. An internet meme grown so tiresome, we almost don’t even want to eat bacon anymore. Almost.


[image: image]



Baez, Joan (1941–)


American singer-songwriter. “If I had been able to write the songs like that, that would have been what I would have written,” the Staten Island–born Baez said of first encountering Bob Dylan. Instead, she wrote her most acclaimed tune “Diamonds&Rust”—about him. Baez’s real contribution to music lies in turning the words of others with her voice, one she’s lent to dozens of Dylan songs. “I was fortunate to have been born with this voice, to use it in ways that lend credibility to traditional music and beyond,” she wrote. “In my mind’s eye I can see the black children leaving a church to knowingly be arrested, singing at the top of their lungs, ‘I ain’t gonna let nobody turn me around…’ I’m proud to have sung with them.”
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Bair, Sheila (1954–)


Former chair of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) who was the sole woman of any repute to witness (or attempt, mostly in vain, to exert any influence over) the 2008–2009 Wall Street bailout; summarized the experience with a trenchant observation from Margaret Thatcher, of all people: “If you want something said, ask a man; if you want something done, ask a woman.”




Baio, Scott (1960–)


Actor, has-been. (Alternate definition, per Urban Dictionary: “Thick, sticky brown discharge from the vagina of a woman who is on the last couple of days of her menstrual period.”) In the teen-idol menu of either melting into obscurity or living in ignominy, Scott Baio chose the modern forms of the latter: serial reality shows and Twitter beef. Dim, possibly fond memories of his roles on Happy Days, Joanie Loves Chachi, Charles in Charge (or as Bob Loblaw on Arrested Development) have long since given way to “Scott Baio Is 45… and Single” and “Scott Baio Is 46… and Pregnant.” And Twitter beef. In 2010, he mocked First Lady Michelle Obama and then defended himself by announcing that his wife’s best friend is black, providing photographic evidence in support. After his announcement that his taxes would go to “lazy non working people [sic]” did not meet with favor, he waged an inexplicable war with a Jezebel writer. His wife Renee dealt the next blow: “You bunch of FAR LEFT Lesbian shitasses… No wonder you’re all lesbos because what man in his right mind could put up with your cuntness? Scott Baio has more class in his piss than all of you all!!!” It was also learned that Renee Baio has lesbian friends. No photographic evidence was provided in support.
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Baker, Ella Jo (1903–1986)


Civil rights activist. The Virginia-born Baker began her work as an advocate for social justice and human rights during college at Raleigh’s Shaw University, where she was valedictorian. When she moved to New York City, she joined and cofounded several social justice organizations and then spent significant time working against Jim Crow laws in the Deep South with the NAACP from the late 1930s through the 1950s. After the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott in the mid-1950s, Baker helped organize the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) along with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. By 1960, inspired by student-led sit-ins at Woolworth’s lunch counters in North Carolina, Baker decided to leave the SCLC in order to collaborate with activists in forming the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Baker and the SNCC helped organize the 1961 Freedom Rides and the 1964 Freedom Summer, which continued the fight against segregation and black voter suppression. Baker believed in building racially diverse justice movements utilizing the collectivist leadership model of participatory democracy. (“My theory is, strong people don’t need strong leaders,” she said.) During her later years back in New York, Baker’s activism focused more specifically on women’s issues, Puerto Rican independence, and civil rights around the world.



Baker, Josephine (1906–1975)


Singer. Dancer. Bon vivant. Provocateuse. Civil rights activist. Actress. La Baker, destitute, dropped out of school in the slums of St. Louis at the age of twelve and went on to become the first African American to star in a major motion picture—and the first black woman to be internationally famous. Ernest Hemingway called her “the most sensational woman anyone ever saw.” Known for performing the infamous banana dance—hypnotic, magnetic, sensual, racially charged—Baker was also a gorgeous pinup, a World War II correspondent, and the mother of twelve adopted children. Though she often performed nude, she never seemed vulnerable, victimized, or exploited. Photographs reveal defiance, elegance, a winking self-awareness, and a playful charm. Baker is the rare heroine who teaches us all that it doesn’t matter where you come from: it’s what you do with what you’ve got.
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Ball, Lucille (1911–1989)


Actress, comedienne, businesswoman, iconic (if fake) redhead. The title of the show may have been I Love Lucy, but when it came to Lucille Ball’s performance as the dizzy, fame-hungry housewife who happened to be half of a groundbreaking interracial television couple with her real-life husband, Desi Arnaz, we all did. A failed Broadway performer and a contract movie actress in the Hollywood studio system, Ball got her first breakout in radio with the CBS program My Favorite Husband and then on television, where she developed I Love Lucy.


Lucy’s brilliant physical comedy, domestic mishaps, and relationship with both her husband and her older neighbors, the Mertzes, made I Love Lucy a smash hit that produced a ratings-record-breaking episode of television, the birth story “Lucy Goes to the Hospital,” and the highest-rated TV show of all time. After her divorce from Arnaz, she starred as a widow in The Lucy Show (the show was the first to feature a regular character who was a divorced mom) and Here’s Lucy, about the generation gap between a single mother and her children, which was more markedly political than her previous efforts. But Ball was as important behind the camera as she was in front of it. She was the first female head of a major television production company, buying out Arnaz’s share of Desilu Productions after their split and green-lighting and backing Star Trek with NBC brass.


Bancroft, Anne (1931–2005)


Mrs. Robinson. Annie Sullivan. Emmy, Golden Globe, Tony, and Oscar winner, beloved wife of Mel Brooks. Miracle Worker director Arthur Penn once said of Bancroft, “More happens in her face in ten seconds than happens in most women’s faces in ten years.”
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Bangles, The


All-female band formed in the early eighties, originally called The Supersonic Bangs and then The Bangs. Band, as in, they all played instruments! One of their first hits, “Manic Monday,” was written by Prince, but their most popular song was the Liam Sternberg–composed “Walk Like an Egyptian,” which received nearly incessant radio play the fall of 1986. In 1987, they released a cover of Simon and Garfunkel’s “Hazy Shade of Winter,” recorded for the soundtrack for the film Less Than Zero. After internal disputes over artistic direction and credit led to a breakup in the late 1980s, lead singer Susanna Hoffs went on to be a part of Ming Tea, a band known for the song “BBC,” which played in the end credits of the movie Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery. (Hoffs’s husband, Jay Roach, directed the film.)
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Banks, Tyra (1973–)


Former model, current lunatic, Tyra is a successful businesswoman and failed singer who has achieved an elevated status as a prominent media personality on the shoulders and crushed spirits of exploited, aspiring models turned reality TV show contestants. Her most notable contribution to society has been familiarizing the masses with weaves. (See also AMERICA’S NEXT TOP MODEL)
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Bara, Theda (ca. 1885–1955)


Silent film actress. In a different time, Elton John would have written a song about Bara, born Theodosia Burr Goodman. Hollywood dyed her hair black, changed her name, spun her a concubine-artist lineage, and made her into the first on-screen vamp. “Since Miss Bara is so well fitted by looks to act this sort of creature before the camera, it would be squandering her resources to cast her in a Mary Pickford sort of role,” the New York Times wrote of Bara in 1916. Bara disagreed. She gunned for heroine roles but eventually found that her only way to evade typecasting was not to be cast at all. Her final film was a 1926 comedic send-up of her vamp persona.


Barbarella


1968 comic-based sci-fi flick starring young Jane Fonda and her mind-boggling legs and featuring a mad scientist named Dr. Durand Durand, whose name Nick Rhodes and John Taylor would later appropriate, minus a D or two, when they put a band together a decade later. A critical and commercial disaster turned camp classic.



Barbie


Doll whose breasts are so big she’d fall over if she were real. (Her feet are also permanently flexed into a high-heeled position.) Barbie has been a doctor, an astronaut, an executive, and an engineer, but a talking version of her once complained that “Math class is tough!” Barbara Millicent Roberts was conceived in the mid-1950s by Mattel cofounder Ruth Handler to give little girls an alternative to baby dolls. (Giving them devastating body image issues and seriously mixed messages about women’s roles in society was apparently an unexpected bonus.) More than fifty years and a zillion feminist critiques later, the Barbie doll remains a strong seller, a hot collectors’ item, and a convenient shorthand for the white, thin, and utterly impossible American ideal of beauty.
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BAD-IDEA BARBIES




I Can Be a Bride Barbie


DESCRIPTION: The Barbie “I Can Be” series inspires girls ages three and up to realize their career aspirations: Barbie can be a Zoo Doctor, a Pizza Chef, the President (party affiliation: “B”), or even Ken’s wife. Barbie may be the plastic-molded image of feminine perfection, but she hasn’t reached her full potential until she locks down a man.


Released: in 2009. Still on shelves.







Slumber Party Barbie


DESCRIPTION: Barbie’s slumber party accessories include a tiny fuzzy pink scale permanently set to 110 pounds and a diet book with some no-nonsense advice: “DON’T EAT!” Since Barbie’s estimated real-life weight is 101 pounds, Slumber Party Barbie could use the tip to drop those last nine from her seven-foot two-inch frame.


Released: in 1965. Discontinued.







Oreo Fun Barbie


DESCRIPTION: In 1997, Mattel turned Barbie into a Nabisco sandwich cookie ad, complete with Oreo purse, plate of cookies, and cups of milk for dipping. (I Can Be a mass-produced food item!) It also churned out a black “version” of the doll, not knowing that Oreo is a hostile and racially problematic term for a person who, like the cookie, is “black on the outside, white on the inside.” The black doll was quickly recalled, though it lives on in a collector’s edition, offering a commentary on Mattel’s skin-color-swapping diversity initiative.


Released in 1997. White Oreo Barbie was still having fun with Oreos at the time of this printing.







Barbie Forever Barbie Doll with Tanner the Dog


DESCRIPTION: This nearly $100 specimen comes complete with pet dog, pooper-scooper, trash can, and a cycle of canine misery. Feed Tanner doggy biscuits. Wait for him to expel them into piles of feces. Then use the magnetic scooper to place them right back into his dog bowl. Tanner then eats his own excrement, ensuring that the fun never ends.


Released in 2006. Still on shelves.


Star Trek Barbie




DESCRIPTION: Mattel beamed up this Star Trek-themed Barbie and Ken in 1996 to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Gene Roddenberry’s original sci-fi series. But Mattel’s racial politics had yet to catch up to Stardate 1508.3. Ken makes a fine Kirk in his mustard captain’s uniform, but beach-blonde Barbie bore little resemblance to the Enterprise’s lone female officer, Commander Uhura. A Barbie version of a young Uhura, based on Zoe Saldana’s character in the film reboot, was released in 2009.


Released: in 1996. Limited edition.







Teen Talk Barbie


DESCRIPTION: What teen girls talked about in 1991, according to Mattel: “Will we ever have enough clothes?”; “I love shopping”; and “Math class is tough!” The arithmetically challenged Barbie was pulled after criticism from the American Association of University Women, but the mall-based discussion topics survived.


Released in 1991. Discontinued.







Palm Beach Sugar Daddy Ken


DESCRIPTION: Released in 2010 for “the adult collector,” Palm Beach Sugar Daddy Ken exudes “cool sophistication in breezy Palm Beach!” with his itsy dog, jacquard jacket, and the implication that he subsidizes Barbie’s affections using his engorged money clip.


Slated for release in 2010. Discontinued.







Happy Family Pregnant Midge & Baby


DESCRIPTION: In 2002, Barbie’s homely best friend welcomed a baby in the form of a plastic fetus wedged inside Midge’s detachable stomach. Just pop off Midge’s pregnant belly, excavate the accessory from her womb, discard her magnetic bump, and you’ve got a new baby and an instantly skinny yummy mummy.


Released in 2002. Still on shelves.








Bardot, Brigitte (1934–)


French model and actress who came to international prominence as the star of And God Created Woman. Now iconic photos of a young, bikini-clad Bardot popularized the bathing suit style and cemented her eternal “sex kitten” image in the public imagination. In 1973, she announced her retirement from acting and began to focus primarily on her work as an animal welfare activist, which would have been pretty cool if she’d left it there. Instead, she eventually became outspoken about her fear of Muslims “destroying” her country, and as of 2008, French courts had fined her no less than five times for inciting racial hatred.
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Barnard College


Notable alumnae of the New York women’s college, in reverse order of Google hits as of this writing:


 


ATOOSA RUBENSTEIN, magazine editor: 24,300


HELEN M. RANNEY, physician: 69,400


HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS, actor and politician: 180,000


JHUMPA LAHIRI, novelist: 187,000


JOAN WHITNEY PAYSON, New York Mets owner: 336,000


NTOZAKE SHANGE, author: 374,000


EDWIDGE DANTICAT, novelist: 436,000


JEANE KIRKPATRICK, diplomat: 463,000


MAYA SOETORO-NG, teacher: 675,000


RACHEL MENKEN, fictional girlfriend of Don Draper: 817,000


ANN BRASHARES, novelist: 889,000


ANNA QUINDLEN, journalist: 902,000


CHRISTY CARLSON ROMANO, actress: 908,000


TWYLA THARP, choreographer: 1.2 million


FATIMA BHUTTO, activist, writer, poet: 1.27 million


IDA PAULINE ROLF, chemist: 1.3 million


PATRICIA HIGHSMITH, writer and comic book writer: 1.4 million


GRETA GERWIG, actress: 1.6 million


ZORA NEALE HURSTON, novelist: 1.69 million


JOAN VOLLMER, poet: 1.7 million


MARGARET MEAD, anthropologist: 3.3 million


JUDITH MILLER, journalist: 5.19 million


JUDITH KAYE, judge: 5.66 million


SUZANNE VEGA, musician: 5.7 million


KARLA JAY, LGBT scholar: 6.7 million


CYNTHIA NIXON, actor: 7 million


JOAN RIVERS, comedienne: 10.9 million


JOYCE JOHNSON, novelist: 12 million


LAUREN GRAHAM, actress: 21 million


MARTHA STEWART, living specialist: 70 million


LOUISE POST, musician: 125 million
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Barr, Roseanne (1952–)


Comedienne, actress, businesswoman, and onetime presidential candidate. If you go back and watch her groundbreaking, top-rated, eponymous show from the 1980s and 1990s—in which working-class midwesterners, fat people, gay people, occasional people of color, and a young George Clooney all come across as basically normal and frequently hilarious—you can almost forget about the multiple personality/Tom Arnold/Native appropriation years. (See also CONNER, DARLENE; ROSEANNE)
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Bass, Chuck


Hedonistic young playboy from the YA series Gossip Girl with a penchant for villainous accessories, like ascots and monkeys for pets. When the WB adapted the books for television, it hoped to humanize this nihilist blowhard: kept the neckwear, ditched the monkey, and imbued Chuck with a soft spot for the preppy boarding school queen Blair Waldorf. The result? Chuck is a megalomaniacal abusive lover, the twenty-first-century reboot of the soap opera’s rapist hero. Observe: General Hospital, Port Charles, 1979: Luke Spencer rapes Laura Webber in an abandoned disco to the tune of Herb Alpert. Two seasons later, wannabe rapist and victim wed in the daytime television event of the decade. Elizabeth Taylor shows up to curse the couple. Gossip Girl, New York, 2007: Chuck Bass attempts to rape Jenny Humphrey on an abandoned rooftop to the tune of Akon. Two seasons later, rapist claims victim’s virginity, then shoos her from the bedroom to propose to Blair. Waldorf shows up to banish Humphrey from Manhattan forever; among fans, Chuck and Blair achieve Luke and Laura status.


Bates, Kathy (1948–)


Memphis-born actress probably best known for her starring turn in 1990’s Misery, Bates revolutionized the female nude scene when she slipped into a jacuzzi with Jack Nicholson in 2002’s About Schmidt, blowing Nicholson out of the water and significantly expanding the role of a woman’s body on film.


Bath, wife of


One of Chaucer’s pilgrims in The Canterbury Tales, she’s had five husbands since the age of twelve—three good, two bad. The last one was twenty years her junior. She’s combative, lusty, loquacious, and not afraid to use the word queynte. We would like to hang out with her, please.


bat mitzvah


So what if she’s yet to get her first period—in Jewish tradition, it’s the bat mitzvah that marks a young girl’s passage into womanhood. The event may begin with a twelve- or thirteen-year-old girl leading a synagogue service and end with a themed after-party—replete with a three-course meal, a five-tier chocolate fountain, and a ten-piece band that is decidedly well-versed in “Hava Nagila” and the collected works of Justin Bieber.


battle-ax


1. Weapon, often made of iron, designed for hand-to-hand combat in warfare and meant to injure or sever limbs such as arms and legs. 2. Pejorative term for a woman, usually an older woman, who displays aggression, dominance, combativeness, or a firm belief in her own opinions.


Beale, Big Edie (1895–1977) and Little Edie (1917–2002)


Onetime socialites from a prominent New York family who gained notoriety as the eccentric, singing-and-dancing, highly stylized yet impoverished mother-and-daughter recluses in the 1975 cult-classic documentary Grey Gardens, named for their dilapidated, twenty-eight-room East Hampton mansion that had become overrun with raccoons, cats, garbage, and human waste. As women of the aristocracy in the early twentieth century, the Edies, like most of their peers, were born and bred to be wives and mothers. But Big Edie and her husband divorced and Little Edie never married, and both women were totally unprepared—and financially unable—to navigate the lifestyle they were expected to inhabit.
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Beauvoir, Simone de (1908–1986)


French writer, philosopher, intellectual. When she died, Le Nouvel Observateur declared, “Women, you owe her everything!” And yet when The Second Sex was published, in 1949, at first she too declined to call herself a feminist. (It took de Beauvoir twenty-three years to come around.) For most of her adult life she was in a relationship with Jean-Paul Sartre, in which each partner allowed “contingent” affairs to balance out their “essential” love. For this she was rewarded with widespread dismissal by male philosophers who said she rode Sartre’s coattails. “In a way, Sartre felt he was immortal,” she told the Paris Review in 1965. “He had staked everything on his literary work and on the hope that his work would survive, whereas for me, owing to the fact that my personal life will disappear, I’m not the least bit concerned about whether my work is likely to last.”
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Bechdel, Alison (1960–)


Writer, artist, and originator of the comic Dykes to Watch Out For and author of the graphic memoirs Fun Home and Are You My Mother? Namesake of the Bechdel test, even though she claims she doesn’t deserve credit. (See also BECHDEL TEST)


Bechdel test


Ask yourself: does this movie/book/play have (a) at least two female characters who (b) speak to each other about (c) something other than a man? Alison Bechdel, who popularized the test in her comic Dykes to Watch Out For, credits her friend Liz Wallace with originating the deceptively simple measure of sexism in entertainment.


bedazzler


A rhinestone stapler for your ass. Only $19.95.
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Bedelia, Amelia


Lovable but basically incompetent housekeeper at the center of a series of children’s books by Peggy Parish (and more recently her nephew Herman Parish), beginning in 1963. Known for her delicious pies, hats that would make Princess Beatrice weep with envy, and painful literal-mindedness (you don’t want to ask her to “babysit”), Amelia Bedelia, like all the best children’s heroines, has a knack for saving the day, right after she fucks it up beyond recognition.


Bee, Samantha (1969–)


Canadian comedienne, author (I Know I Am, But What Are You?), and very senior Daily Show correspondent. If we didn’t already love her for her hilarious deadpan, feministy sensibilities and brass ovaries, then we’d love her for telling Big Girls Don’t Cry author Rebecca Traister, “I’m always excited when something of mine ends up on Jezebel.” (See also DAILY SHOW, THE)
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Beecher Stowe, Harriet (1811–1896)


New England–born author and abolitionist best known for her 1852 antislavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which sold over three hundred thousand copies in its first year. Although the melodramatic story galvanized the abolitionist movement, it has since been widely criticized for its depiction of African American characters, especially the meekly suffering, subservient Uncle Tom himself, whom James Baldwin described as “robbed of his humanity and divested of his sex.” Feminist critics in the late twentieth century made an effort to rescue Beecher Stowe’s intellectual reputation, but her most famous book’s combination of purple prose and racist condescension is pretty tough to defend in contemporary terms.
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Behar, Joy (1942–)


Stand-up comedienne turned Emmy-winning TV host, known for feuding with The View cohost Star Jones, storming off set with other cohost Whoopi Goldberg after guest Bill O’Reilly started running his mouth about Muslim terrorists, and having zero patience with still other cohost Elisabeth Hasselbeck’s gibberish. From 2009 to 2011 she hosted The Joy Behar Show on HLN.


Behn, Aphra (1640–1689)


Novelist, playwright, and poet who was probably the first Englishwoman to make her living as an author. Her work fell out of favor during the nineteenth century for being too racy (she tackled women’s sexuality a few hundred years before most of Western society was ready to admit there is such a thing) but has since become a staple of Restoration lit syllabi. Writing in the Guardian in 2007, novelist Belinda Webb explained Behn’s enduring appeal: “Operating with striking success outside gender conventions, it was she who paved the way for other women to do the same. What’s more, she included as much wit and bawdiness as she could muster, along with a sharp insight into both sex and politics. She was the Restoration’s very own combination of Dorothy Parker and Mae West.”


Also, she was a spy for King Charles II, who stiffed her for it and landed her in debtor’s prison. Cool. Except for the debtor’s prison part.


Like almost every female writer, Behn inspires fierce arguments about whether she truly deserves a place in the canon or has only been retroactively included for the sake of political correctness. Virginia Woolf put it this way in A Room of One’s Own: “All women together ought to let flowers fall upon the tomb of Aphra Behn… for it was she who earned them the right to speak their minds. It is she—shady and amorous she was—who makes it not quite fantastic for me to say to you tonight: Earn five hundred a year by your wits.”
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