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Features to help you succeed
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What you need to know


These boxes quickly summarise what you should know when you have finished revising each section. Make sure you know all of this before you tick the heading.
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Revision tasks


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning.
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Exam practice


Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practice your exam skills.
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Key terms


Key terms are highlighted the first time they appear. You can find the definitions in the glossary online.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the Exam practice questions and to find the glossary of key terms at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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Introduction



About the course


The course you are studying is split into two units: Unit 1, a Modern world depth study and a Local study, and Unit 2, the Outline study. There are four options in Unit 1. You only need to study two of the options, one from Section A and one from Section B. The whole of Unit 2 is compulsory.


Unit 1 Section A: Modern world depth study


Option 1: Life under Nazi dictatorship, 1933–1945


or


Option 2: Life in the United States of America, 1920–33


Unit 1 Section B: Local study


Option 1: Changing Relations: Northern Ireland and its Neighbours, 1920–49


or


Option 2: Changing Relations: Northern Ireland and its Neighbours, 1965–1998


Unit 2: Outline study


International Relations, 1945–2003


The examination


There are two papers in the examination. Paper 1 covers the Modern World Depth Study and the Local Study, while Paper 2 focuses on the Outline Study.


Revision techniques


Whatever your revision style, there are a number of practical suggestions as to how you should approach revision and use your time:





•  Start your revision in plenty of time.



•  Organise a revision timetable for each section of the course.



•  Draw up a revision checklist that allows you to focus on the parts of the course that you are most concerned about.



•  Set yourself a target of material to cover in each session – for example, Nazi attempts to reduce unemployment – and stick to it.



•  Revise for short periods – 15–20 minutes, for example – and take breaks in between.



•  Review what you have covered at the end of the day and again the next day to make sure you have internalised the information.



•  Be open to using a range of ways of remembering material. For example, rhymes, mnemonics, coding and diagrams.



•  Consult all relevant CCEA Mark Schemes and Chief Examiner’s Reports to see what the examiners are looking for and – more importantly – the mistakes that they want you to avoid.



•  Leave yourself enough time to revisit material that you have already revised closer to the time of the examination.






Sitting the examination



General points





•  Make sure you’re looking at the right questions. This is particularly relevant to the two Northern Ireland sections in Paper 1.



•  Look for all of the questions – some may be over the page. Don’t forget to check!



•  Follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper - and within each section.



•  Read each question carefully – ideally more than once.



•  Use a highlighter pen to emphasise key points/words in a question.



•  Answer the question that has been set – not the one you wish had been set!



•  Remember the connection between the amount of marks for each question and how much you are expected to write.



•  Stick rigidly to whatever dates are given in a question.



•  If you want to score strongly in each part of the examination, you must spend the appropriate amount of time on each question. Too much time spent on one section will mean too little left for others.



•  Stay for the full amount of time. You can’t get marks if you’re not there!





Timing


You should spend no more than the amount of time suggested below on each question part.


Paper 1: Section A






	Question

	Mark

	Suggested timing






	Question 1

	4 marks

	4 minutes






	Question 2

	6 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 3

	6 marks

	5–7 minutes






	Question 4

	8 marks

	10 minutes






	Question 5

	16 marks

	15–20 minutes







Paper 1: Section B






	Question

	Mark

	Timing






	Question 1

	2 marks

	2–3 minutes






	Question 2

	4 marks

	5–6 minutes






	Question 3

	5 marks

	5–7 minutes






	Question 4

	6 marks

	6–8 minutes






	Question 5

	5 marks

	4 minutes






	Question 6

	18 marks

	20 minutes







Paper 2






	Question

	Mark

	Timing






	Question 1

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 2a

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 2b

	2 marks

	3 minutes






	Question 3

	8 marks

	10 minutes






	Question 4

	16 marks

	20 minutes






	Question 5

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 6

	22 marks

	25 minutes







Remember!





•  Your answers must demonstrate a detailed knowledge. This book provides you with the key facts on each topic. Learn these thoroughly!



•  Structure your answer. Most frequently a chronological framework will be the best way to achieve this.



•  Select appropriate facts to answer the question asked.



•  Many pupils lose marks by failing to identify all relevant information. Instead of writing a lot about one point, try to write less about a number of points.








Option 1 Life under Nazi dictatorship, 1933–45


1 Hitler takes political control, 1933–34


Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor


Weimar Germany, 1919-33


In the 1920s, Germany was known as the Weimar Republic. Though the Republic had a President, real power was held by the elected Reichstag. It was weak and was constantly attacked by:





•  Communists




•  right wing groups, such as the Nazi Party (NSDAP).







[image: ]


What you need to know


You need to be able to explain how the instability of the Weimar Republic and the Great Depression allowed the Nazi Party to grow in popularity, so much that Hitler was able to become Chancellor in January 1933.
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The rise of the Nazis


The Nazi Party encouraged violence and hatred and wanted to return Germany to her pre-First World War military strength. It had the support of the SS and the SA.


The Nazis gained popularity in Germany when the 1929 Great Depression led to an increase in their support from Germany’s working and middle classes. This led to:





•  230 Nazi deputies being elected to the Reichstag in July 1932



•  a destabilisation of the Reichstag




•  the president von Hindenburg and former Chancellor von Papen offering Hitler the post of Chancellor in a coalition government.





Hitler finally accepted the position of Chancellor in January 1933.


The removal of opposition


To achieve dictatorship Hitler would have to overcome the President, the Reichstag and the Army. In addition, there might be opposition from other parties, Germany’s state governments or its trade unions.


To gain a majority in the Reichstag, Hitler called fresh elections for 5 March 1933. To achieve this majority, he had to stop people voting for the SPD and KPD. Therefore:





•  in early February a new law forbade newspapers and public meetings from criticising Hitler and his government



•  in the state of Prussia, SA members were enrolled into the police and were used to disrupt opposition parties’ election campaigns.






The Reichstag Fire


Dutch Communist, Marinus van der Lubbe, was captured at the burning Reichstag building on 27 February. His arrest helped Hitler to destroy the KPD’s election campaign by exploiting fears of a Communist revolution. However, some people suspected that the Nazis set the fire to gain a political advantage as Hitler used the fire to persuade the President to approve the Decree for the Protection of People and State.
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This immediately enabled the Nazis to intimidate and imprison their opponents.
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What you need to know


You should be able to understand how the Reichstag Fire enabled Hitler to play on von Hindenburg’s fear of a Communist revolution.
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Revision tasks





1  How do we know Germany was in difficulty before 1933?



2  Create a spider diagram showing the possible sources of opposition to Hitler after he became Chancellor.



3  Make notes about the Reichstag Fire under the following headings:







    •  Date


    •  How Hitler used the fire to his advantage


    •  What the decree for the Protection of the People and State allowed the Nazis to do.
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The election of 5 March 1933


The 1933 election took place six days after the Reichstag Fire. The Nazis used lots of tactics to ensure they got as many votes as possible. These included:





•  propaganda



•  intimidation - forcing many SPD leaders to flee Germany



•  imprisonment of KPD members and trade unionists



•  a ‘shooting decree’ in Prussia.
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What you need to know


You must be able to explain how the March 1933 election left the Nazis in a stronger position.
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The results revealed that the Nazis had won 288 seats – too few for an overall majority. However, with the support of 52 Nationalist Party deputies, the Nazis could count on just over 50 per cent of the votes in the Reichstag.



The Enabling Act, 23 March 1933


Hitler now moved to amend the constitution to allow the government to introduce laws without Reichstag approval for four years. This change needed the support of two-thirds of the Reichstag members present.
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What you need to know


You must be able to explain exactly how the Enabling Act allowed the government to introduce laws without the Reichstag’s approval for a period of four years.
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To achieve this majority, Hitler:





•  used the decree For the Protection of People and State to ban the KPD



•  convinced the Catholic Centre Party (ZP) to vote for the Act by promising to cancel the decree For the Protection of the People and State and agreeing to protect the rights of the Catholic Church.





The final vote was passed by 441 votes to 94; only the SDP opposed.


Gleichschaltung


Hitler’s government eliminated most of the remaining political opposition in Germany by a process known as Gleichschaltung.
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What you need to know


Gleichschaltung removed all remaining political opposition to the Nazi party, leading to total political control. Can you explain how?
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Revision task


Make a table with three columns about the Enabling Act, using the following headings:





•  Why Hitler wanted it



•  How it was passed



•  What it meant – in terms of how Germany was governed
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In the November 1933 Reichstag elections the Nazis won 92 per cent of the vote.


In January 1934, the Law for the Reconstruction of the State abolished all of Germany’s state governments, apart from Prussia’s, which continued to be run by leading Nazi and Minister for the Interior Hermann Göring.


The threat from Röhm and the SA


Hitler’s position was still under threat; however, now the danger came from the two-million strong SA, commanded by Ernst Röhm.


Röhm’s plans for the SA to replace the Army worried it and Hitler.





•  Hitler feared the Army. It was the only group that could stop his achievement of dictatorship.



•  He needed the Army to implement his foreign policy aims.





Röhm was also opposed by other leading Nazis such as Heinrich Himmler (SS leader) and Göring.




[image: ]


What you need to know


You should be able to explain just how Röhm expected Hitler’s take-over would be followed by a second revolution in which the Army would be crushed and the SA would become Germany’s new army.
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The Night of the Long Knives


On 30 June 1934, the ‘Night of the Long Knives’, those suspected of preventing Hitler’s achievement of dictatorship were executed, including Röhm. It is believed around 100–200 people were killed on this night. The Nazis justified their actions by claiming that they had prevented an SA putsch.


On 3 July, the Reichstag approved a law that made these actions taken legal.
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What you need to know


You should be able to explain how Hitler removed any remaining political and military threats, including Röhm, in the Night of the Long Knives.
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The death of von Hindenburg: Hitler becomes Führer



Hindenburg was now the only person standing in the way of Hitler’s dictatorship, but he died on 2 August 1934. A day earlier a new law had been passed which merged the jobs of President and Chancellor and created the position of Führer and Reich Chancellor. Hitler’s position as Führer was consolidated by:
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What you need to know


Hitler merged the roles of President and Chancellor into the all-powerful position of Führer, which he took in August 1934. Can you explain how and why?
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•  the Army – which swore an oath of personal loyalty to the Führer




•  90 per cent of the German people – who voted in a plebiscite to indicate their approval for Hitler’s new position.





Little more than 18 months after his appointment as Chancellor, Hitler had turned Germany into a totalitarian state. What was most remarkable was that most of the changes introduced had been implemented legally, using the powers granted by the 1933 Enabling Act.
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Revision tasks





1  Explain the events of the Night of the Long Knives using the following headings:







    •  Reasons


    •  Events


    •  Impact








2  Below you will find a list of weakness that Hitler faced in his quest to become Germany’s dictator. Please write a phrase/sentence to explain how he overcame each weakness. Remember – one action may have overcome more than one weakness!







    •  Reichstag



    •  Cabinet


    •  Hindenburg


    •  Army


    •  State governments


    •  Other parties


    •  SA


    •  Trade unions
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2 Control and opposition


The creation of the police state


The Nazis also used Germany’s security and justice systems to ensure complete control.
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What you need to know


You need to be able to explain what the police state was and how it worked.
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Himmler, the SS and the Gestapo


The SS was responsible for police, security, intelligence and enforcing Nazi race rules. It had three main branches.


SS members were trained in ‘Junker Schools’; there they were told they were the ‘master race’ and were taught absolute loyalty to Hitler. There were almost 250,000 members of the SS in 1939. As a result of his control of Germany’s police and security forces, Himmler had immense power. Some historians have even argued that the SS became so powerful that it became a ‘state within a state’.
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The law courts





•  The legal system came under state control.



•  Hitler set up a special People’s Court in 1934 which would give the ‘right’ verdict on those accused of crimes against the state. Trials had Nazi judges, no juries, and those accused were often simply accused and not allowed to defend themselves.



•  It is estimated that up to 1939, the judicial system sentenced nearly a quarter of a million Germans to more than 600,000 years in prison.





Concentration camps





•  The Decree for the Protection of People and State allowed opponents to be arrested and placed in ‘protective custody’ in concentration camps.



•  By mid-1934, these camps were being run by a part of the SS known as the Death’s Head Units.



•  In addition to political prisoners, other groups such as Jews, communists, gypsies, homosexuals, alcoholics and prostitutes were interned.





The impact of the police state


The police state largely controlled the lives of ordinary Germans:





•  The promotion of people’s community (Volksgemeinschaft) taught people loyalty to the state and the Führer. Offences such as anti-Nazi graffiti or saying business was bad were reported to the Gestapo by informers and offenders could be imprisoned.



•  A belief in ‘clan responsibility’ meant that if one member of a family broke the law, the whole family could be punished for the crime.



•  As a result many people did not trust their neighbours.





However, the majority of ordinary Germans did approve of the Nazis’ desire to eliminate ‘enemies of the state’. The controls made them feel safer and they were willing to join the Nazi Party and follow the new rules.
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What you need to know


Examiners will expect you to be able to explain how successful the police state was in controlling the lives of ordinary Germans.
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Revision tasks





1  Create a spider diagram showing the different groups that ended up in concentration camps.



2  How successful were the different elements of the police state?
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Propaganda and censorship


Goebbels and Nazi ideas


Gaining support for the Nazis was the job of Dr Josef Goebbels, Minister for Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda. To assist him, Göbbels established the Reich Chamber of Culture.
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What you need to know


Propaganda was one of Nazis’ main methods of control. You should be able to identify the methods used and explain whether or not they worked.
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The Ministry of Propaganda


One of the Nazis’ most impressive propaganda methods were the annual Nuremberg rallies. Light, sound and costume were used to create an awe-inspiring atmosphere.


The Ministry also controlled culture in the following ways:





•  a 1934 law outlawed anti-Nazi stories and jokes



•  ‘degenerate’ art was unfavourably compared with Nazi realism



•  jazz music was condemned as unacceptable



•  literature was censored



•  films such as The Eternal Jew portrayed Jews negatively



•  listening to foreign radio broadcasts was banned.





Control of the media – another key aim – was achieved in a variety of ways:
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The impact of propaganda and censorship


It is hard to know just how much Germans believed Nazi propaganda.





•  Some historians suggest that the Nazi government failed to establish the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft.



•  It is hard to know just how much Germans believed Nazi propaganda.



•  Others have suggested that propaganda was successful when it appealed to existing values including nationalism and anti-Semitism.



•  The Nazis focused much of their propaganda at young people, seeking to ensure their absolute loyalty.



•  Some historians believe that many Germans simply ignored anything which damaged the reputation of the government. That would mean that Nazi propaganda worked, because it persuaded Germans to allow the Nazis to implement their policies.
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Revision tasks





1  Make notes on propaganda under the following headings:







    •  Meaning


    •  Person in charge


    •  Organisations set up








2  Use the following headings to explain Nazi propaganda/censorship methods:







    •  Newspapers


    •  Radio


    •  Cinema


    •  Art


    •  General
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The extent of support for the Nazis


While the police state limited opposition, not every German supported Hitler. However, while individuals might have complained, there was no organised opposition to the regime until the Second World War. Studies have shown that the Nazis:





•  were very popular in rural Protestant areas and among young people



•  were popular with the lower middle classes



•  had less support from the urban working classes and the unemployed.
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What you need to know


It was important for the Nazis to control all Germans. Make sure you understand the policies introduced and their levels of success.
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In the years 1933–1939, most Germans willingly went along with the regime; some actively believed in Nazi policies and supported them; others supported because they were scared to oppose. The fact that many Germans were imprisoned for political crimes would have had a significant impact on people’s attitudes to the regime.


Opposition from the churches


Hitler knew that it would be almost impossible to destroy Germany’s Churches; however, he wanted to limit their influence. Germany’s Churches reacted to the Nazi regime in different ways.




[image: ]


What you need to know


You need to be able to show the examiners that you understand how Germany’s different religions responded to the regime.
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Table 1.1 The reaction of Germany’s Churches to the Nazi regime






	 

	Catholic Church

	Lutheran Church






	Evidence of support

	In July 1933, a concordat was signed. In return for agreeing not to involve itself in politics, the Catholic Church was allowed to continue running its own schools, services and youth activities.

	Pro-Nazi Lutherans – known as German Christians – sought to control all Germany’s Protestants. They were led by Bishop Ludwig Müller.






	Evidence of opposition

	By 1936, some of the terms of the concordat were being ignored. In 1937, therefore, Pope Pius XI condemned the regime.

	In 1934, Lutherans who opposed Nazism set up the rival Confessional Church.






	Key individuals

	Some Church leaders, such as Bishop Clemens von Galen of Münster, spoke out strongly and successfully against Nazi policies such as euthanasia.

	A key leader in the Confessional Church was Pastor Martin Niemöller, who was arrested by the Nazis in 1937 and sent to Dachau concentration camp.







Overall, the Nazis were quite successful in their aim of undermining the influence of Germany’s Churches. While a number of individual clerics opposed the regime, by and large the Churches remained more concerned about ensuring their survival.


Nazi religion


The Nazis created their own Church, the German Faith Movement. Its beliefs owed much more to medieval and occult values and to the Hitler Myth than to Christianity. It had only around 200,000 followers.
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Revision tasks





1  Create a list of those groups who supported/opposed the Nazis and explain the reasons why.



2  Make a table to show the areas of success and the areas of failure for the Nazis’ religious policies with reference to the following:







    •  Catholic Church


    •  Lutheran Church


    •  German Faith Movement.
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Opposition from young people


While many young Germans loved the Hitler Youth, not all supported the regime.





•  In 1936, membership of the Hitler Youth became compulsory; up to 1 million young people – some of whom had previously been members of the SDP and KPD youth wings – simply refused to attend.



•  Some rebelled by forming their own groups such as Swing Youth and the Edelweiss Pirates.



•  The Leipzig Hounds were a communist group who listened to Moscow radio.
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What you need to know


You must be clear about why young people were so important to the Nazis and understand what the Nazis did to ensure control.
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However, until 1939, few young Germans actively opposed the Nazis.
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Exam practice





1  Below is a list of groups/organisations set up by the Nazis:
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Match each group/organisation to the correct description and write your answer in the space provided. The first one has been done for you.






	Set up in opposition to Germany’s Christian religions

	German Faith Movement

	[1]






	Set up to undertake public work schemes

	 

	[1]






	Youth movement for females

	 

	[1]






	Campaigned to improve working conditions

	 

	[1]






	Carried out general policing duties

	 

	[1]










2  Describe two methods used by the Nazis to reduce unemployment.


[3+3]
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Revision task


Make notes on support and opposition under the following headings:





•  Who supported – and why?



•  Who opposed – and why?
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3 Life for workers in Nazi Germany


Nazi attempts to reduce unemployment


Hitler realised economic recovery was crucial as:





1  the Depression had created hardship and political instability; he needed to create prosperity to stay in power



2  he wanted to go to war; that meant constructing a strong war economy.
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What you need to know


This is a key area; economic collapse helped Hitler gain power and people expected great change under Nazi rule. You need to know what economic policies were introduced.
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In 1934, economist Hjalmar Schacht became Minister of Economics. Schacht’s 1934 New Plan oversaw the revitalisation of the economy by:





•  introducing massive cuts to welfare spending



•  imposing limits on imports




•  making trade agreements with other countries



•  targeting government spending on key industries.





The economy recovered within two years. However, by 1936, Hitler wanted Schacht to increase military spending; unwilling to do this, Schacht resigned.


The Four-Year Plan


Hermann Göring was appointed to create an economy that was ‘ready for war’. In 1936, he introduced the Four-Year Plan. One of its key aims was to ensure that Germany became an Autarky.
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Reducing unemployment



The Nazis introduced a number of policies to tackle unemployment:


Table 1.2 Policies to tackle unemployment






	Area/Group

	Action






	Women and Jews

	Professional women and Jews were sacked and their jobs were given to the unemployed. Neither group was then counted as unemployed.






	
Conscription and rearmament

	In 1933, there were 100,000 in the Army. Conscription was introduced in 1935 and by 1939, the Army had 1.4 million members.

As Germany prepared for war, thousands of jobs were created in the armament and associated industries.








	Public works

	The June 1933 Reinhard Programme aimed to build autobahns, waterways and railways. A second Programme (September 1933) gave tax incentives for construction projects in rural areas and for house-building in towns.






	The National Labour Service (RAD)

	Established in 1934, the RAD built schools, hospitals and motorways.
Six-month membership for all men aged 18–25 became compulsory in 1935.

While no wages were paid, workers received food and a small amount of spending money. Members were removed from the unemployment register.
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« Death of von Hindenburg

August 1934
Hitler becomes Fiihrer

Summary diagra

Hitler takes political control
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Propaganda films
were produced.
Some tried to inspire
people with the Nazi
message; others just
promoted hatred

Most newspapers
were bought up
by Nazi publishers
Eher Veerlag. Papers
that printed
unpatriotic stories
were shut down

Methods of
media control

The Editors’ Law
made editors responsible
for their papers’ content.
They were told what to
print and only approved
journalists could be
employed

Loudspeakers were
erected in public
places and in
workplaces

Al radio stations were
controlled. People were
encouraged to buy cheap
radios (‘People’s recevers’)
‘which could only pick up
Nazi broadcasts

Posters used images
and slogans to
promote Nazism
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