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Getting the most from this guide



This guide is designed to help you develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Das Leben der Anderen as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also during your revision.


A mix of German and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures you’ll need for your essay, whilst also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.


Approximate timings are given in scene summaries to help you find your way around the DVD, but as different versions vary slightly, they might not always be exact.


The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film:
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Activity


A mix of activities are found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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Build critical skills


These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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GRADE BOOSTER


These top tips will advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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der Jahrestag anniversary


For every paragraph in German, key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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TASK


Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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Key quotation


Key quotations are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.


Ich brauche dieses ganze System nicht.


(Christa)
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Answers


Answers to every activity, task and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers
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1 Synopsis



Captain Gerd Wiesler, an expert in the interrogation of prisoners, and a staunch supporter of the German Democratic Republic (GDR), is given the task of monitoring the writer Georg Dreyman to check that he is toeing the socialist party line. At the party to celebrate the premiere of Dreyman’s new play, the Minister for Culture, Bruno Hempf, congratulates Dreyman on his play and Dreyman’s partner, Christa-Maria Sieland, on her performance in the lead role. In the course of the conversation, Dreyman asks Hempf if he is willing to cancel the work ban which has been imposed on his friend, the film director Albert Jerska, but the plea is unsuccessful.


While Dreyman is out visiting his friend Jerska, the Stasi breaks into Dreyman’s flat and insert listening devices in all the rooms. The attic above Dreyman’s flat is turned into a listening post. While a party is taking place to celebrate Dreyman’s fortieth birthday, Wiesler is sitting in the attic, listening to the conversations, and writing a report on what he hears. As a birthday present Jerska gives Dreyman the score for a music composition, the Sonata for a Good Man.


For fear that her career could be terminated by a work ban similar to Jerska’s, Christa is conducting an affair with the Minister of Culture. One evening, when Hempf brings her home in his official limousine, Wiesler activates the doorbell and allows Dreyman to see Christa as she gets out of the car.


Dreyman receives a telephone call to inform him that his friend Jerska has committed suicide. Deeply moved, Dreyman sits down at the piano and begins to play the Sonata for a Good Man. In the attic, Wiesler listens to the music and is moved by it. Gradually he begins to have sympathy for the lifestyle of Dreyman and Christa and begins to falsify the content of his reports.


One evening, when Christa is going out to her weekly meeting with Hempf, Dreyman tells her that he knows of the affair and also that she is taking amphetamine tablets to increase her confidence. He pleads with her not to go to the rendezvous with Hempf. Christa goes to a bar, where she bumps into Wiesler, who assures her that she is a good actress. She tells him (although she does not know who he is) that he is a ‘good man’. After the encounter with Wiesler in the pub, Christa does not go to her meeting with Hempf, but returns home to Dreyman.


Following Jerska’s funeral, Dreyman decides to write an article about the suicide statistics in the GDR (which the authorities no longer publish). He tells his writer friends, Paul Hauser and Karl Wallner, of his intention. In order to check whether Dreyman’s flat is bugged, he, Hauser and Wallner plan a mock escape to the West for Hauser, in the boot of his uncle’s car. Wiesler listens in to their plan, but does not report it. The ‘success’ of the ‘escape’ convinces Dreyman that his flat is not bugged.


Hauser arranges a meeting between Dreyman and the editor of the West German magazine Der Spiegel, Gregor Hessenstein. Having heard their discussions, Wiesler tells his colleague, Corporal Leye, that they are writing a play to celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the GDR. Hessenstein smuggles a West German typewriter into East Berlin and insists that Dreyman use it to type the article in order to prevent his being identified as the author. The typewriter is hidden under the floor between two rooms in Dreyman’s flat. It is agreed that Christa should not know about the typewriter or the article, but one evening she comes home and discovers Dreyman in the process of hiding the typewriter.


Wiesler is about to report the article to his superior, Anton Grubitz, but when the latter outlines a dissertation he is supervising about the punishment handed out to dissident writers, Wiesler decides not to hand over the report. The article is eventually published in Der Spiegel and when Grubitz asks Wiesler about it, he says that he does not know anything about it.


Hempf, annoyed that Christa has broken off their liaison, orders the arrest of Christa on a charge of taking illegal drugs. She is taken to Stasi headquarters for questioning. The Stasi searches Dreyman’s flat, but does not find the typewriter.


Grubitz (who by now is beginning to suspect that Wiesler is not telling the truth) asks him to interrogate Christa. Under the pressure of interrogation she reveals to Wiesler the hiding place of the typewriter. When the Stasi searches the flat for a second time Grubitz ‘discovers’ the hiding place. Dreyman and Christa exchange glances and she runs out of the flat into the road, where she is knocked down by a delivery van and dies in Dreyman’s arms. However, to everyone’s astonishment, the hiding place is empty. Wiesler has already been to the flat and removed the typewriter.


Although Grubitz cannot prove Wiesler’s guilt, he is demoted to a department where he has to steam open mail. While doing this job on 9 November 1989, he receives the news that the Berlin Wall has fallen.


Some 5 years later Dreyman examines the files relating to his case and discovers the false reports written by Wiesler under his code name HGW XX/7. He realises that Wiesler has saved him from imprisonment. A further 2 years later Dreyman’s novel, entitled Sonata for a Good Man, is published. Wiesler sees the poster for the book in the window of a bookshop and goes in to look at it. He sees the dedication of the book, to HGW XX/7, and recognises it as his code name. He buys the book, and when the assistant asks if he should giftwrap it, Wiesler replies with the ambiguous observation, ‘No, it’s for me.’





2 Historical and social background



Der Kalte Krieg
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Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg wurde Deutschland von den Allierten (USA, Russland, Frankreich, Großbritannien) in vier Besatzungszonen geteilt. Wegen seiner Wichtigkeit wurde die Hauptstadt Berlin in vier ähnliche Zonen geteilt. Aber die Russen haben in ihrer Zone Änderungen eingeführt, die auf dem kommunistischen System in Russland basierten. Der Konflikt zwischen den beiden Seiten verschärfte sich und entwickelte sich zu einer Art Krieg, dem sogenannten „Kalten Krieg“. Diese Teilung Deutschlands hat Winston Churchill in einer Rede am 5. März 1946 in Fulton, Missouri, den „Eisernen Vorhang“ (Iron Curtain) genannt. Unten sind die wichtigsten Daten in der Geschichte der Deutschen Demoktatischen Republik (DDR) gegeben und wie sie sich auf den Film beziehen.
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der Kalte Krieg Cold War
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7. Oktober 1949 – Gründung der DDR. As a cover for writing the article for Der Spiegel, Dreyman and his friends say they are writing a play for the fortieth anniversary (Jahrestag) of the founding of the GDR. Corporal Leye does not believe this (‘Es klingt nicht nach Theaterstück’), but Wiesler protects them by reporting on it regularly.
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die Gründung founding


der Jahrestag anniversary


[image: ]





8. Februar 1950 – Gründung des Ministeriums für Staatssicherheit (Stasi). One of the main themes of the film is the Stasi and its methods. At the beginning of the film the students are being taught by Wiesler how to interrogate a prisoner, using quite inhuman methods. Christa experiences a similar interrogation at the end of the film. She capitulates and reveals the hiding place of the typewriter. The bugging of the flats of dissidents was a method frequently employed by the Stasi: the flats of both Dreyman and Hauser are bugged (verwanzt). The Stasi also made use of power and threats: Dreyman’s neighbour, Frau Meinecke, is threatened that her daughter will lose her university place if she tells anyone the Stasi has been to Dreyman’s flat. House searches (with little respect for personal possessions) were common. In the film, Dreyman’s house is searched on two occasions.
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die Stasi GDR secret police


verwanzt bugged
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13. August 1961 – Schließung der Grenzen zur Bundesrepublik Deutschland (BRD). Bau der Berliner Mauer. To find out whether Dreyman’s flat is bugged, the writers plan a fictitious escape to West Berlin (Republikflucht) for Paul Hauser. He is to hide in the boot of a car. Uncle Frank later rings up to say that the ‘escape’ was successful: the border guards did not find Paul. The article for Der Spiegel is written on a typewriter which the editor Gregor Hessenstein has smuggled in from the West, and Dreyman’s finished article is taken to the West in the secret compartment of a briefcase.
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die Republikflucht escape from the GDR
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3. Mai 1971 – Erich Honecker wird Erster Sekretär des Zentral-Komitees der DDR. Honecker introduced new political economic policies into the GDR. His first 5-year plan aimed at improving living standards in the GDR. An important part of this programme was the building of lots of new flats, in order to solve the housing problem. The block of flats where Wiesler lives is a typical example of this building style. They were known as Plattenbauten and were quickly erected but not particularly attractive.


9. November 1989 – Öffnung der Berliner Mauer (Mauerfall). Grubitz tells Wiesler that his punishment (steaming open envelopes) will last for 20 years. But while they are at work on 9 November 1989, Wiesler’s colleague, the former Lieutenant Siegler, announces that the Wall is open. Immediately Wiesler and his three colleagues get up and leave their posts.
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TASK





1  Welche historischen Ereignisse spielen in dem Film eine Rolle?
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GRADE BOOSTER


Make sure you know the key events in the history of the GDR, their dates and how they relate to the film,


e.g. Fall der Berliner Mauer – 9. November 1989.
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3. Oktober 1990 – Wiedervereinigung der BRD und der DDR. The final scenes of the film show Berlin after the Wende. Dreyman’s play is performed again, but in a more modern version than would have been possible in the GDR. Dreyman meets Hempf in the theatre foyer and learns of the bugging of his flat. Dreyman sees Wiesler on the street, delivering leaflets for a living. Two years later Wiesler sees the novel (which Dreyman has dedicated to him) in a bookshop and buys it.
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die Wende ‘turning point’ — 9 November 1989
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Wichtige Persönlichkeiten, die in dem Film erwähnt werden




[image: ]


Josef Stalin (1878–1953) war mit Lenin zusammen der Anführer der Russischen Revolution (1917) und war von 1922 bis 1953 Generalsekretär der Kommunistischen Partei in Russland.
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Culture Minister Hempf quotes Stalin at a party after the performance of the play (‘Der Dichter ist der Ingenieur der Seele’), but ironically he does not know the author of the quote. The journalist Paul Hauser informs him, with a degree of pleasure, of the source of the quotation.
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Erich Honecker (1912–94) war von 1976 bis 1989 der Parteichef der Sozialistischen Einheitspartei Deutschlands (SED) und der Chef der ostdeutschen Regierung.
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Dreyman is a personal friend of Honecker’s wife, Margot, and thus enjoys certain privileges and a degree of protection in the GDR. When they are planning the observation of Dreyman, Hempf tells Grubitz that Dreyman has ‘mächtige Freunde’, presumably referring to Honecker and his wife. Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s novel The First Circle, which the Stasi officer finds on Dreyman’s desk, was a present to him from Margot Honecker.




[image: ]


Wolf Biermann (1936 geboren) war ein deutscher Liedermacher. Als überzeugter Kommunist siedelte er 1953 in die DDR über, aber er war ein scharfer Kritiker der DDR. Sein Lied „Deutschland – ein Wintermärchen“ (1972) erwähnte die vielen Menschen, die bei einem Fluchtversuch in den Westen ums Leben gekommen waren. Nach der Veröffentlichung dieses Liedes erhielt Biermann ein Auftritts- und Publikationsverbot in der DDR. 1976, als Biermann bei einem Konzert in Köln auftrat, wurde er von der DDR-Regierung „ausgebürgert“ (d.h. er durfte nicht mehr in die DDR zurückkehren und wohnen). Er wohnt seitdem in Hamburg. Seine Ausbürgerung löste in beiden deutschen Staaten viele Proteste aus.
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der Kritiker critic
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In the film, the director Albert Jerska has received a work ban (Arbeitsverbot). The reason for this ban is not stated, but it can be assumed that he was one of the artists who signed the petition against Biermann’s loss of GDR citizenship. In conversation with Hempf, Dreyman remarks that Jerska ‘kann seine Unterschrift von dieser Erklärung nicht zurückziehen’.
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Bertolt Brecht (1898–1956) war der berühmteste deutsche Dramatiker und Lyriker des 20. Jahrhunderts. Von dem Nazi-Regime aus Deutschland vertrieben, wohnte Brecht während des Zweiten Weltkriegs in Amerika und kehrte nach Kriegsende nach Deutschland zurück. Er wohnte in Ostberlin, wo die Regierung ihm ein eigenes Theater gegeben hat (Theater am Schiffbauerdamm), wo er seine Stücke nach der eigenen Art und Weise aufführen dürfte.


Die Partitur Sonate vom Guten Menschen, die Jerska Dreyman zum Geburtstag schenkt, ist eine Anspielung auf das Theaterstück von Brechts Der gute Mensch von Sezuan.
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der Dramatiker playwright
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At Dreyman’s party Jerska sits alone, reading poems by Brecht. Wiesler appears not to react to the name, but later he enters Dreyman’s flat and removes a book of poems by Brecht, which he reads at home. The poem is called ‘Erinnerung an die Marie A’. Along with the Sonata for a Good Man, the poem shows Wiesler’s first contact with music and art. In the voice-over, the poem is read by Dreyman, showing a rapprochement between the two protagonists.
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Wolfgang Borchert (1921–47) war ein Schauspieler und Schriftsteller, der im Zweiten Weltkrieg gekämpft hat und der zu den sogenannten Heimkehrersoldaten gehörte, die sich im Nachkriegsdeutschland nie richtig zu Hause fühlten. Sein bekanntestes Werk, das Hörspiel Draußen vor der Tür, wurde am 13. Februar 1947 zum ersten Mal im Rundfunk gesendet.
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Borchert’s poem ‘Versuch es’ (sung by the GDR group Bayon) is played while Dreyman is writing his article for Der Spiegel. The song encourages involvement even in the darker aspects of life, while the final line of each verse (‘und versuche, gut zu sein’) calls to mind the title of the sonata and encourages the listener, in bad times or circumstances, to do good deeds.
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TASK





2  Warum sind diese Schriftsteller und Autoren für das Verständnis des Films wichtig?
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Selbstmord in der DDR
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Die DDR führte Statistik über alles. Aber ab dem Jahr 1977 hörte sie auf, Statistiken über Selbstmord zu veröffentlichen. Zu der Zeit hatte nur Ungarn in Europa eine höhere Selbstmordrate. Da die Bürger der DDR „lebensfroh, gesund und tüchtig“ sein sollten, trug die hohe Selbstmordstatistik zu einem negativen Bild des Landes bei.
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Albert Jerska’s suicide has a great impact on Georg Dreyman and moves him to write the article for the West German magazine Der Spiegel about the non-publication of suicide statistics in the GDR. The idea comes to him at Jerska’s funeral and in the film we hear the beginning of the article in the form of a voice-over.



Übungen
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Zur Geschichte der DDR





1  Vollenden Sie die Sätze mit der richtigen Form des Verbs in Klammern.







    1  Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg wurde Deutschland in vier Besatzungszonen (teilen).


    2  Winston Churchill hat die Teilung Deutschlands „den Eisernen Vorhang“ (nennen).


    3  Die DDR wurde am 7. Oktober 1949 (gründen).


    4  Die Berliner Mauer wurde am 13. August 1961 (bauen).


    5  Zu dieser Zeit wurde die Grenze zur Bundesrepublik (schließen).


    6  Am 3. Mai 1971 ist Erich Honecker Generalsekretär der DDR (werden).


    7  Die Berliner Mauer wurde am 9. November 1989 (öffnen).


    8  Am 3. Oktober 1990 wurden die BRD und die DDR (vereinigen).


    9  Wegen seiner Kritik hat die DDR Wolf Bierman (ausbürgern).


  10  Ab 1977 hat die DDR keine Selbstmordstatistik mehr (veröffentlichen).





Die Ereignisse





2  Wann passierte das? Schreiben Sie das richtige Datum.







    1  das Ende des Zweiten Weltkriegs


    2  die Gründung der DDR


    3  Bau der Berliner Mauer


    4  Fall der Berliner Mauer


    5  Honecker wird Generalsekretär der DDR


    6  die Wiedervereinigung Deutschlands


    7  die Gründung des Ministeriums für Staatssicherheit


    8  Ende der Selbstmordstatistik


    9  die Ausbürgerung Wolf Biermanns


  10  der Tod Bertolt Brechts
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1949


1950


1961


1989


1945


1976


1971


1990


1956


1977
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Die Länder der Bundesrepublik





3  Die Bundesrepublik besteht aus 16 Ländern. Welche Länder gehörten vor der Wende zur Bundesrepublik und welche zur Deutschen Demokratischen Republik? Schreiben Sie BRD oder DDR.







    1  Baden-Württemberg


    2  Bayern


    3  Berlin


    4  Brandenburg


    5  Bremen


    6  Hamburg


    7  Hessen


    8  Mecklenburg-Vorpommern


    9  Niedersachsen


  10  Nordrhein-Westfalen


  11  Rheinland-Pfalz


  12  Saarland


  13  Sachsen


  14  Sachsen-Anhalt


  15  Schleswig-Holstein


  16  Thüringen





Die Geschichte





4  Vollenden Sie die Sätze. Schreiben Sie das richtige Wort.







    1  Zur Zeit des Films feiert die DDR den 40. ………… .


    2  Das Ministerium für ………. sollte das Land gegen Dissidenten schützen.


    3  Die DDR war früher die sowjetische ………… .


    4  Der ………. passierte am 9. November 1989.


    5  Dieser Tag wird jetzt in der deutschen Geschichte die ………. genannt.


    6  Nach 1977 veröffentliche die DDR keine weitere ………. über Selbstmord.


    7  Viele Leute, die nicht in der DDR wohnen wollten, haben ………. begangen.


    8  Die Mauer trennte die beiden ………. Berlins.


    9  Die letzten Szenen des Films spielen in dem ………. Berlin.


  10  Man nannte die kritischen Beziehungen zwischen Ost und West den Kalten ………… .
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