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Morning Glory Pool.





Welcome to the land of fire and ice. The earth’s tremendous forces have made Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks a volatile landscape. The parks bear the marks of ancient seas, volcanic heat, tectonic upthrusting, and ice scouring. Even today, they shake and roar.


In Yellowstone National Park, rumblings of a supervolcano boil to the surface—spewing, spitting, oozing, and bubbling. Steam rolls from vivid-colored pools, muddy cauldrons burp smelly gases, and blasts of hot water shoot high into the air. The cantankerous landscape gushes with spouters like iconic Old Faithful.


In Grand Teton National Park, toothy spires claw the sky in one of the newest mountain ranges in the Rockies. Glaciers have chewed the terrain, leaving lakes, bowls, and canyons to explore. Towering thousands of feet high to culminate in the Grand Teton, mountains dwarf all that roams across the floor of Jackson Hole.
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the Chapel of the Transfiguration
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black bear
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elk antler arch, Jackson





Throughout the Greater Yellowstone area, sagebrush prairies make wildlife easy to spot. Bison, elk, antelope, wolves, and even grizzly bears enchant visitors. Blue-ribbon trout fishing streams, hiking trails, alpine lakes, bicycle paths, white water rivers, and epic ski slopes all create a four-season recreation paradise to explore. The town of Jackson, which anchors the Jackson Hole valley, offers an urban base of operations for the region’s myriad recreational bounty.


Come to Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks—for the classic experience of the West.
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skiers tour Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone
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Excelsior Geyser.







[image: image]

elk









10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Old Faithful Geyser: Watch Yellowstone’s most reliable geyser shoot up to 8,400 gallons of hot water as high as 185 feet (click here).
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2 Grand Prismatic Spring: Gaze at the largest and most colorful hot spring in Yellowstone from Midway Geyser Basin or on the Fairy Falls Trail (click here).
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3 Wildlife-Watching: See bison herds, elk, pronghorn antelope, bears, wolves, and bighorn sheep in Yellowstone’s Lamar Valley (click here) and Hayden Valley (click here).
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4 Mammoth Hot Springs: Stroll the boardwalks amid these travertine terraces as sulfur fills the air (click here).
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5 Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone: Admire this giant chasm from scenic rim overlooks or on hikes to the Upper and Lower Falls (click here).
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6 Winter Snowcoach Tours: Ride through Yellowstone’s wintry landscape to Old Faithful or the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone (click here).
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7 Mormon Row: These ranch buildings from the 1890s sit backdropped by the craggy Tetons (click here).
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8 Hike the Tetons: The towering Tetons beg exploration. Get up close with a hike to Hidden Falls and Inspiration Point (click here) or backpack the Teton Crest (click here).
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9 Grand Teton: View the grandeur of the 13,770-foot Grand Teton from Teton Glacier Turnout or Bradley Lake (click here).
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10 River Rafting: Raft the Wild and Scenic Snake River (click here) through the Tetons and or paddle Jackson Lake at Colter Bay (click here).






Planning Your Trip



Where to Go


North Yellowstone


From the North Entrance near Gardiner to the Northeast Entrance at Silver Gate and Cooke City, a two-lane park road snakes east across North Yellowstone. Anchored in the west by Mammoth Hot Springs, the road follows the Yellowstone River past sagebrush plateaus to Tower-Roosevelt, through the remote Lamar Valley, and across the Absaroka Mountains. This is the only park road that remains open year-round, providing winter access. The Mammoth Campground is also open year-round.


Old Faithful and West Yellowstone


The town of West Yellowstone hosts the busiest park entrance and the most services. As the road enters the park, it follows the Madison and Gibbon Rivers, passing campgrounds at Madison and Norris. South of Madison, it is geyser paradise: volcanic features include Fountain Paint Pots, the Grand Prismatic Spring, and the most famous hydrothermal of all—Old Faithful Geyser. The Old Faithful area is home to three park lodges, including the architecturally rustic Old Faithful Inn.
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Fountain Paint Pots





Canyon and Lake Country


The park hub of Canyon Village links Yellowstone’s east and west sides. Here, the Yellowstone River cuts deep into the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. Prominent points and rim-side hikes yield epic views of the plunging waterfalls below. South of Canyon Village, the road follows the Yellowstone River through Hayden Valley, prime wildlife habitat. At Yellowstone Lake, miles of shoreline host marinas, campgrounds, and lodging at Fishing Bridge, Lake Village, and Bridge Bay.
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Beat the Crowds


Yellowstone and Grand Teton top four million visitors annually. Most come in summer when the huge parking lots fill to maximum capacity. Here are some tips to beat the crowds:


• Visit in June or September, while most kids are still in school. Crowds thin in comparison to midsummer.


• Avoid July, which has the heaviest visitation for the park, with clogged parking lots and the thickest numbers on trails and boardwalks.


• Try May or October. May offers a chance to watch newborn bison and elk calves. October brings on fall colors and active bears in hyperphasia.


• Go in winter. Enjoy the beauty of the icy landscape and prolific steam in the geyser basins due to the colder temperatures. You may even have Old Faithful to yourself.


• Avoid midday hours (10am-4pm), when most of the crowds are out in force. Utilize the early morning and late afternoon-evening hours instead. Hit Midway and the Lower Geyser Basins in the early morning en route to Norris Geyser Basin by 10am. Visit the Upper Geyser Basin (Old Faithful, Black Sands, and Biscuit) in the evening.


• Visit Old Faithful at sunrise. In summer, sunrise occurs 5am-6:30am. While most people are still rubbing sleep from their eyes, you can check the eruption predictions and score front-row seats in time for Old Faithful to blow.


• Tour in the evening. After an early dinner, explore the geyser basins until sunset occurs, which is 8pm-9:30pm in summer. You’ll encounter far fewer people on the boardwalks and will have several hours for exploring hot pools, fumaroles, mud pots, and geysers.


• Go wildlife watching in the morning and evening. Though most visitors look for animals as they tour midday, wildlife is more active around dawn and dusk.


• Park early. Trailhead parking lots at popular paths fill up by late morning. Plan to be at your trailhead by 8am-9am or earlier.


• Stop at picnic areas for restroom breaks, as the geyser basins and Canyon restrooms usually have lengthy lines.





Heading east, the park road crosses the Sylvan Pass to the East Entrance and on to Cody. Continue south along the lakeshore as the road curves around West Thumb and past Grant Village, climbing over the Continental Divide to the park’s South Entrance and into Grand Teton National Park.


North Grand Teton


Rugged Mt. Moran greets visitors entering Grand Teton National Park along John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway. Below Mt. Moran sits Jackson Lake, home to a native trout fishery. The lake’s eastern shore sports lodges, hiking, horseback riding, marinas, and visitor services at Colter Bay Village and Jackson Lake Lodge. South of Jackson Lake, the road splits east past wildlife-rich Oxbow Bend to the park’s Moran Entrance, while the Teton Park Road heads south.


South Grand Teton


From the Moran Entrance, Highways 26/89/191 offer year-round access south to Moose Junction. Floaters on the Snake River can take in views of the toothy peaks, while history buffs will want to explore the scenic buildings of Mormon Row.


From the Jackson Lake Junction, the Teton Park Road (May-Oct.) tours past Jenny Lake, with views of Teewinot and Mt. Owen. Trails such as Inspiration Point and Hidden Falls climb through canyons to take in waterfalls and lakes while the rugged Teton Crest Trail trips through thin air along the mountain spines. Teton Park Road terminates at the southern Moose Entrance.




If You’re Looking For…


• Backpacking: Plan a route along the Teton Crest Trail in Grand Teton.


• Bicycling: Bike to Fairy Falls and Lone Star Geyser in Yellowstone. In Grand Teton, cycle the Multi-Use Pathway.


• Boating: Boat around Frank Island in Yellowstone Lake or around Elk Island in Jackson Lake.


• Fishing: Cast for wild trout in Yellowstone Lake or Jackson Lake, or aim for Slough Creek, Lamar River, Madison River, or Snake River.


• Hiking: Walk to the summit of Mt. Washburn in Yellowstone, or hike Paintbrush Canyon in Grand Teton.


• Kayaking and Canoeing: Paddle across Lewis Lake and up the thoroughfare to Shoshone Lake in Yellowstone. In Grand Teton, paddle String Lake or around the islands in Colter Bay on Jackson Lake.


• Rafting: Raft the Yellowstone and Gallatin Rivers outside the park. In Grand Teton, float the Snake River.


• Wildflowers: Drive Sylvan Pass in Yellowstone for lupine-lined roads, hike Grand View Point in Grand Teton for pink sticky geranium, or backpack Alaska Basin for prolific wildflower displays in August, including white columbine.


• Winter Activities: Take a snowcoach to Old Faithful, or ski at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort.





Jackson Hole


Jackson Hole is a year-round recreation Mecca. The valley encompasses the towns of Moran, Moose, Kelly, Wilson, Teton Village, and Jackson, as well as Bridger-Teton and Caribou-Targhee National Forests.


The town of Jackson serves as a base for adventures, with year-round services and accommodations, and famous Western saloons like the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar. The nearby National Elk Refuge is one of the best places for wildlife-watching.


In Teton Village, snow season brings skiing and snowboarding to Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, where visitors can ride the Aerial Tram to the 10,000-foot summit of Rendezvous Mountain.




[image: image]


the Jackson Hole Aerial Tram





West of the Tetons, the Teton Valley stretches into Idaho and back, with tiny towns like Victor and Driggs. The Grand Targhee Resort balances hiking, sightseeing, and biking in summer with skiing in winter.


Gateways


Big Sky, Montana is the closest gateway to Yellowstone with access to the park’s North and West Entrances. Red Lodge, Montana serves as the eastern springboard for the scenic Beartooth Highway to Yellowstone’s Northeast Entrance. Cody, Wyoming offers a Wild West base of operations for Yellowstone’s East Entrance. In Wyoming’s Wind River Valley, Dubois is a stop on the way to Yellowstone’s South Entrance and Grand Teton’s Moran Entrance—a route that crosses the Continental Divide at Togwotee Pass.



When to Go



High Season


SUMMER (JUNE-AUG.)


Summer sees the most visitors, with July and August luring the biggest crowds. All park lodges, campgrounds, and visitors centers are open. June through early July buzzes with mosquitoes, while July through early August brings on rampant wildflowers. August also yields the best high-elevation hiking in the Tetons, and warmer days produce less steam for better hot spring viewing in Yellowstone. Most park roads are open.


WINTER (DEC.-MAR.)


In winter, deep snows turn the parks white. Alpine skiers gravitate to Jackson Hole while cross-country skiers tackle groomed and untracked trails in both parks. Most park roads are closed (Nov.-late Apr.), with the exception of the park road between Yellowstone’s North and Northeast Entrances. Touring in Yellowstone is via guided snowcoach or snowmobile, while lodging is available at Mammoth Hot Springs and Old Faithful.
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Fairy Falls freeze in winter





Off Season


SPRING (MAR.-MAY)


Mid-April offers car-free park roads to cyclists before roads open to vehicles in late April or May. As the snow melts, fields of yellow glacier lilies emerge. Come in May for bison calving season, or June to spot bighorn sheep ewes with newborn lambs and grizzly bears foraging along Yellowstone Lake. By May, most park roads start to open and visitor services return. Days may be rainy and cold, and some trails remain snow-covered into June.


FALL (SEPT.-NOV.)


Cooler, bug-free days yielsd pleasant hiking with thinner crowds. Come in late September for the elk rut, when bulls gather harems to prove their dominance and their bugles break the nighttime quiet. Sporadic snowstorms can close park roads and services are limited.



Before You Go



Park Fees and Passes


For each park, the entrance fee is $30 per vehicle ($25 motorcycles, $15 pedestrians and cyclists) and is good for seven days. Visitors planning to enter both parks can buy a joint pass ($50 per vehicle, $40 motorcycles, $20 pedestrians and cyclists).


Other fee options include the Annual Park Pass ($60) for Yellowstone or Grand Teton, and the Interagency Annual Pass ($80), which is good for all national parks and federal fee areas. U.S. fourth graders, disabled, and military personnel can get free interagency passes, and seniors can buy lifetime interagency passes ($80).


Entrance Stations


YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK


Yellowstone has five entrance stations:


• North Entrance (U.S. 89, near Gardiner) is open year-round and provides the closest access to Mammoth Hot Springs.


• Northeast Entrance (Hwy. 212, west of Silver Gate) provides access to Tower-Roosevelt and the Lamar Valley. Winter snow may temporarily close this entrance. Roads east of Cooke City shut down in winter due to snow.


• West Entrance (Hwy. 20, West Yellowstone), the busiest entrance in the park, opens mid-April to early November and only admits snowcoaches and snowmobiles in winter.


• East Entrance (U.S. 20), located between Fishing Bridge and Cody, Wyoming, opens mid-May to early November.


• South Entrance (U.S. 89/191/287), located on the border between Yellowstone and Grand Teton, opens mid-May to early November.


GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK


Grand Teton has three entrance stations:


• Moran Entrance (Hwy. 26/89/191 and Hwy. 26/287) is open year-round and offers access from the east.


• Granite Canyon Entrance is on the south entrance to the Moose-Wilson Road between Teton Village and Moose. Seasonal access varies.


• Moose Entrance (Teton Park Rd.) provides access to the southern region of the park and is open year-round.


Reservations


To guarantee lodging, camping, tours, or dinner reservations for anytime in summer, make reservations at least one year in advance. For winter travel plans, make reservations 6-12 months in advance.


YELLOWSTONE


Xanterra (866/439-7375 or 307/344-7311, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com) operates two winter lodges (Mammoth and Old Faithful Snow Lodge), nine summer lodges (Canyon Lodge, Grant Village, Lake Lodge, Lake Yellowstone Hotel, Mammoth Springs Hotel, Old Faithful Inn, Old Faithful Lodge, Snow Lodge, and Roosevelt Lodge), and five campgrounds (Madison, Grant Village, Canyon, Bridge Bay, and Fishing Bridge RV Park).


GRAND TETON


Grand Teton Lodging Company (800/628-9988 or 307/543-2811, www.gtlc.com) operates four summer lodges (Jackson Lake Lodge, Colter Bay Village, Jenny Lake Lodge, and Headwaters Lodge) and two campgrounds (Headwaters and Colter Bay RV Park).


JACKSON HOLE


For reservations at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort and in the town of Jackson, contact Jackson Hole Central Reservations (800/333-7766 or 307/733-2292, www.jacksonhole.com) or Jackson Hole Reservations Company (800/329-9205 or 307/733-6331, www.jacksonhole.net).




Yellowstone In-Park Lodging
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Grand Teton In-Park Lodging
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In the Parks



Visitor Centers


YELLOWSTONE


Out of the eight visitor centers, the largest ones are Old Faithful Visitor Education Center (307/344-2751, Old Faithful Village) and Canyon Visitor Education Center (307/344-2550, Canyon Village).


GRAND TETON


The main visitor center is the Craig Thomas Discovery & Visitor Center (307/739-3399) in the South Teton section of the park.


Campgrounds


YELLOWSTONE


Of the 12 campgrounds in Yellowstone, the largest five accept reservations (Xanterra, 307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com):


• Madison (278 sites, early May-mid-Oct.) located at Madison Junction.


• Canyon (270 sites, late May-mid-Sept.) in Canyon Village.


• Fishing Bridge RV Park (340 sites, early May-late Sept.) in Fishing Bridge.


• Bridge Bay (432 sites, late May-early Sept.) near Lake Village.


• Grant Village (430 sites, late June-late Sept.) on the West Thumb of Lake Yellowstone.


Campers without reservations should head to the park’s first-come, first-served campgrounds: Mammoth (85 sites, year-round), Indian Creek (70 sites, mid-June-mid-Sept.), Norris (100 sites, late May-late Sept.), Tower Fall (31 sites, late May-late Sept.), Slough Creek (23 sites, mid-June-early Oct.), Pebble Creek (27 sites, mid-June-late Sept.), or Lewis Lake (85 sites, mid-June-early Nov.).


GRAND TETON


Grand Teton’s five campgrounds are all first-come, first-served and include Lizard Creek (60 sites, mid-June-early Sept.), Signal Mountain (81 sites, early May-mid-Oct.), Jenny Lake (49 sites, early May-late Sept.), Gros Ventre (350 sites, early May-early Oct.), and Colter Bay (350 sites, mid-May-late Sept.).


Colter Bay RV Park (Colter Bay Village, 800/628-9988, www.gtlc.com, mid-May-late Sept.) and Headwaters Campground & RV (Flagg Ranch, 307/543-2861 or 800/443-2311, www.gtlc.com, late May-Sept.) accept reservations 6-9 months in advance.


Backpackers should reserve a backcountry camping permit in advance (Yellowstone, www.nps.gov/yell, $35, Jan.; Grand Teton, www.recreation.gov, early Jan.-mid-May, $45). Permits are also available first-come, first-served (Yellowstone, 48 hours in advance, $3/person/night; Grand Teton, 24 hours in advance, $35/trip).


Getting Around


YELLOWSTONE


In summer, you’ll need a vehicle to get around. There is no park shuttle. In winter, visitors can ride snowcoaches or snowmobiles from West Yellowstone, Mammoth, or Flagg Ranch into the park.


GRAND TETON


Alltrans (307/733-3135, www.jacksonholealltrans.com) runs several times daily from Jackson to popular park destinations in summer.



The Best of Yellowstone and Grand Teton



From spouting geysers to toothy mountains, a romp through Yellowstone and Grand Teton wraps up with a smash-bang ending in Jackson Hole.


Yellowstone


DAY 1


From the North Entrance in Gardiner, drive through the Roosevelt Arch to enter Yellowstone National Park. Cross the 45th Parallel into the steaming landscape at Mammoth Hot Springs and stop to stroll the boardwalk through colorful travertine terraces. Back in the car, drive south through the Golden Gate to Swan Lake, a high plateau with elk and bison. Continuing south, pull over at Roaring Mountain to see, hear, and smell the volcanic action, then stop at Norris Geyser Basin to tour the hottest and fastest-changing geothermals in the park. From Norris, head east on the park road toward Canyon Village, where you’ll spend three nights (book accommodations or campsites one year in advance).
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Norris Geyser Basin





DAY 2


In the morning, drive to Artist Point and park (get there before 10am to snag a spot), then hit the South Rim Trail along the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, following the scenic path down to the Upper Falls Overlook. Climb down (then back up) the steel steps of Uncle Tom’s Trail to get wet in the mist from the Lower Falls.


After lunch in Canyon Village, drive north over Dunraven Pass and gaze up at Mt. Washburn, the highest peak in the park. Just south of Tower Junction, pull over to view Tower Fall as it spills into the Yellowstone River. Continue down the curvy descent to Tower-Roosevelt, then turn northeast into the Lamar Valley for wildlife-watching. Look for elk, antelope, bison, bears, and wolves, and bring binoculars to spy bighorn sheep and mountain goats on the flanks of the Absaroka Mountains. Return to Canyon Village for the night.




One Day in Yellowstone


With 2.2 million acres and half of the world’s geothermal features, how do you see Yellowstone with limited time? Focus on the southern Grand Loop Road. The route takes in wildlife watching, the park’s biggest waterfall, and geysers.


HAYDEN VALLEY


From Yellowstone’s East or South Entrance, aim for Hayden Valley north of Fishing Bridge. Crazy bison jams alternate with placid waterways containing trumpeter swans and moose.




[image: image]


bison jam





GRAND CANYON OF THE YELLOWSTONE


Take the North Rim Road to hike down the switchbacks to Brink of the Lower Falls where the waterfall’s thunder shakes the ground. Farther on the North Rim, stop at Lookout Point for a classic front view of the Lower Falls.


LOWER GEYSER BASIN


Back on Grand Loop, head west toward Norris and then south, to drop into the supervolcano caldera. After descending the Gibbon River to Madison Junction, climb along the aptly named Firehole River that leads to steaming volcanic basins. In the Lower Geyser Basin, stop to see Great Fountain Geyser, if it is erupting.


MIDWAY GEYSER BASIN


At Midway Geyser Basin, tour the boardwalk to the colorful Grand Prismatic Spring, the park’s largest hot spring.


UPPER GEYSER BASIN


In Upper Geyser Basin, plan your visit around Old Faithful’s eruption. See the iconic geyser and tack on a walk of Geyser Hill. Dine in the historic Old Faithful Inn, departing near dusk to drive back to Madison Junction. Turning west, follow the Madison River downstream to watch elk in the meadows before exiting the park at West Yellowstone.






DAY 3



Today, explore the steaming geothermal features of Yellowstone’s caldera. From Canyon, head west toward Norris, then drive south past Madison to drop into the crater’s geyser basin. Park at Old Faithful and make a beeline for Old Faithful Visitor Education Center. Time your day based on the center’s geyser eruption predictions. Follow the Upper Geyser Basin boardwalks north to see colorful Morning Glory Pool while waiting for famous Old Faithful to blow.


After reveling in the majesty of Old Faithful, return to the park road and drive north to tour the other nearby geyser basins. Don’t miss Midway Geyser Basin, which features the radiant Grand Prismatic Spring. In the Lower Geyser Basin, drive along Firehole Lake Drive to Fountain Paint Pots, which contains four types of geothermal features. Once you’ve had your fill of geysers, return to Canyon Village.


Yellowstone and Grand Teton


DAY 4


It’s your last day in Yellowstone—and your first day in Grand Teton. Begin by driving south through Hayden Valley, keeping an eye out for bison and trumpeter swans. Stop to walk the lower loop of Mud Volcano amid the sputtering, growling geothermals. At Yellowstone Lake, tour historic Lake Yellowstone Hotel and the West Thumb Geyser Basin, known for its crystal-blue hot pools, cone geysers, and paint pots. Just before exiting Yellowstone, the Lewis River descends to join the Snake River, Grand Teton’s iconic river.
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Old Faithful
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Lake Yellowstone Hotel








At the South Entrance, you’ll enter Grand Teton National Park on Highway 89/191/287. Continuing south, the road passes through the remains of the 2016 Berry Fire as it nears the Flagg Ranch Information Station. Just before reaching the north shore of Jackson Lake, look west for the first view of the jagged Teton Mountains. Stop at Jackson Lake Lodge, where you’ll spend the next two nights.



Grand Teton



DAY 5


In the morning, sign up for a two-hour horseback ride at Jackson Lake Lodge for fantastic views of the Teton Range. Back at the lodge, enjoy lunch in the Mural Room, then drive north to Colter Bay to walk the two-mile loop along the Lakeshore Trail. Return to Jackson Lake Lodge for the evening.


DAY 6


Get an early start for the drive south along Teton Park Road to Jenny Lake, where you’ll park and hop aboard the boat shuttle to cross the lake. Once on the shore’s terra firma, follow the Jenny Lake Loop to 200-foot Hidden Falls. Continue on a ledge that cuts through a rock cliff to Inspiration Point with views overlooking Jenny Lake and Jackson Hole.


After soaking in the scenery, either hike back or take the boat shuttle across the lake to return to the Jenny Lake Visitor Center where you left your car. Back on the road, drive south to Moose and tour the exhibits at the Craig Thomas Discovery & Visitor Center. Take a sunset drive to Mormon Row for history and wildlife-watching before returning to Jackson Lake Lodge.
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Mormon Row





Jackson Hole


DAY 7


Exit the park and head south to Jackson for the final day. Wander through the National Museum of Wildlife Art, walk through the antler archways in Jackson Town Square, and dance the night away in the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar.


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME


Before hitting Jackson, take an early-morning drive south on the Moose-Wilson Road, stopping at the Laurance S. Rockefeller Preserve. Continue south, keeping your eyes peeled for wildlife, then turn east to visit Teton Village. Climb aboard Jackson Hole Mountain Resort’s Aerial Tram to be whisked to 10,450 feet atop Rendezvous Mountain to survey the Tetons and Jackson Hole. Enjoy a late brunch of waffles at Corbet’s Cabin before descending to Jackson.



Best Hikes



Yellowstone National Park


FAIRY FALLS


Traipse 5.8 miles round-trip through open meadows and a young lodgepole forest to reach the 197-foot Fairy Falls. From a narrow slot, the falls plunge into a deep pool. In winter, the falls are draped with icicles.


OLD FAITHFUL OBSERVATION POINT


Climb 2.1 miles round-trip up a couple switchbacks to a point where you can look down on Old Faithful Geyser. Crowds below look tiny, and the viewpoint gives a different angle on the erupting geyser. Descend via a different route to complete the loop.


SOUTH RIM TRAIL AND POINT SUBLIME


On the south rim of the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, this 5.1-mile round-trip trail takes in multiple viewpoints with side trips. On Uncle Tom’s Trail, a steel staircase plunges more than 300 steps to the base of Lower Yellowstone Falls. The route continues to Artist Point and on the less-traveled route to Point Sublime.


MT. WASHBURN


A 5-mile round-trip climb leads to the 10,243-foot summit of Mt. Washburn for 360-degree panoramic views. It’s a grunt, but the lookout provides huge rewards.
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Mt. Washburn Lookout, the highest point in Yellowstone





CHAIN OF LAKES


For fishing and wildflowers, hike 8 miles round-trip to Cascade and Grebe Lakes. With a shuttle and strong route-finding skills, hikers can add on Wolf and Ice Lakes.


Grand Teton National Park


GRAND VIEW POINT


Take in this scenic viewpoint of the Teton Mountains from multiple trailheads. Shorter 3-mile routes go from Jackson Lake Lodge while a 13.2-mile loop takes in the viewpoint plus Two Oceans and Emma Matilda Lakes.




One Day in Grand Teton and Jackson Hole


To avoid that “dash and see” tourist feeling, target a few activities that soak up the oh-so-grand Teton ramparts.


MOOSE


Begin by heading to Moose to orient yourself at the Craig Thomas Discovery & Visitor Center. Then, pop across the road to meet your guide for a float trip on the Snake River. While floating, you’ll see bald eagles as the twisting river shifts your viewpoint of the sky-scraping Teton Mountains.
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the Craig Thomas Discovery & Visitor Center





JENNY LAKE


After floating back to Moose, drive north on the Teton Park Road, stopping at the Teton Glacier interpretive site to gaze on the Grand Teton. Then, drive to Jenny Lake and walk from the interpretive plaza to the lake overlooks to soak up the views.


SIGNAL MOUNTAIN


Then, aim northward for Signal Mountain, driving to the two overlooks at the summit. One yields big views of Jackson Lake and the Teton Mountains while the other looks northward, taking in the Two Oceans Plateau and Teton Wilderness.


DOWNTOWN JACKSON


Before dusk, drive the Outside Road to Jackson. As the sun goes down, the antler arches at Jackson Town Square twinkle white, and the lights flash neon on the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar. Tour galleries, shops, bars, and breweries, or settle into Bin 22 for toasting your adventures with wine tasting and small plates.
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the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar









PAINTBRUSH CANYON-CASCADE CANYON



A long day takes hikers up Paintbrush Canyon to the 10,700-foot-high Paintbrush Divide before dropping to Solitude Lake and heading straight toward the Grand Teton. The 20-mile-loop finishes by plunging down Cascade Canyon.


HIDDEN FALLS AND INSPIRATION POINT


The most popular hike in Grand Teton National Park is a 7.2-mile round-trip climb that takes in Hidden Falls before summiting Inspiration Point, a rocky outcrop at 7,200 feet with impressive views of Jackson Hole.
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the view from Inspiration Point





SURPRISE AND AMPHITHEATER LAKES


A hefty dose of switchbacks climbs into a sub-alpine basin below Grand Teton. The 10.2-mile round-trip hike yields rewards of dazzling Surprise and Amphitheater Lakes, both tucked in hanging valleys.


HERON POND AND SWAN LAKE


The virtually flat 2.6-mile loop goes to the sheltered Heron Pond, where you can see American pelicans, beaver, and moose.



Geologic Wonders



Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks are chock full of geologic wonders. These are the ones for the record books.


Geothermals


Norris Geyser Basin is the hottest hydrothermal basin with temperatures 1,087 feet below the surface measured at 459˚F (237˚C). At 115,000 years in age, it is also the oldest as well as the most dynamic geothermal basin, with constantly changing features. Dormant Terrace Mountain at Mammoth Hot Springs is the oldest thermal in the park.


Geysers


The most famous geyser anywhere, Old Faithful acquired its name thanks to its regular eruptions—an average of one every 88 minutes since 2013 (but the geyser can erupt at intervals of 45-120 minutes). Upper Geyser Basin, which houses Old Faithful, has the most geysers in the park, with 410. In Norris Geyser Basin, Steamboat Geyser is the world’s tallest geyser, spouting up to 300 feet. Echinus Geyser is the largest acidic geyser, but its eruptions are becoming more rare.


Mud Pots


In the Lower Geyser Basin, Pocket Basin Mud Pots has the largest concentration of mud pots in the park. Iron oxides tint the Fountain Paint Pots pink, beige, and gray, while Artist Paintpots spew pastels.


Fumaroles


In Norris Geyser Basin, Black Growler is known for its grumbling noise. It reaches temperatures of 300˚F (149˚C). Roaring Mountain is a mountainside collection of fumaroles that earned its name from its constant hissing.


Hot Springs


In the Midway Geyser Basin, Grand Prismatic Springs is the largest hot spring at 370 feet in diameter and 121 feet deep. It radiates stunning colors from its blue center to orange and brown rays.
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Minerva Terrace at Mammoth Hot Springs





Supervolcano Caldera


The rim of Yellowstone’s caldera is larger than the Lower Grand Loop Road. Stand near the rim at Lake Butte, near Gibbon Falls, and near Lewis Falls.


Teton Fault


The 44-mile-long Teton Fault runs along the base of the Teton Mountains with a 30,000-foot offset where the mountains rise and Jackson Hole sinks.


Glacial Features


In the Tetons, Cascade Canyon shows the U-shape of glacial carving and the glacier’s terminal moraine that impounded Jenny Lake.


Canyons


Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone shows the V-shape of fast-carving water, thanks to repeated floods from collapsing ice dams. The Snake River through Jackson Hole is carved by the river’s slower erosion.




Wildlife-Watching Hot Spots


Grab the binoculars and spotting scopes. Wildlife-watching is rampant in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.


YELLOWSTONE


Swan Lake Flat: South of Mammoth, Swan Lake Flat in Gardners Hole yields frequent sightings of bears, birds, elk, bison, and wolves.


Lamar Valley: Driving into Lamar Valley catapults visitors back to the days of Lewis and Clark with a seemingly endless herd of bison. Pronghorn antelope feed between the bison, and wolves cruise through looking for the old or infirm. You can also spot bighorn sheep and mountain goats near cliffs on the surrounding mountains.


Madison River: In fall, watch bugling bull elk round up harems of cows. Bison often block traffic on the road. Deer munch grass on the fringes of the meadows, and trumpeter swans float in slow-moving eddies.


Hayden Valley: Spot larger animals in Hayden Valley as well as trumpeter swans. Bison feed next to the Yellowstone River, and grizzly bears and moose use the area, too. Look for harlequin ducks in early summer at LeHardy Rapids.


Tower-Roosevelt: Bighorn sheep cluster in the cliffs for safety from predators around the Tower Fall area.


Mammoth Hot Springs: In the village of Mammoth Hot Springs, elk hang out on the lawns.


Fishing Bridge: During spawning season in June and July on the Yellowstone River, stand on the historic Fishing Bridge to see hundreds of wild cutthroat trout, plus bald eagles and grizzly bears as they fish.


Pelican Creek: In spring, Pelican Creek turns into a prime bear feeding area. Look also for bald eagles and moose.


GRAND TETON


Oxbow Bend: Below Jackson Lake Dam where the Snake River slows into convoluted backwaters, the habitat attracts moose, river otters, muskrats, songbirds, American pelicans, and bald eagles.


Mormon Row-Antelope Flats: Look for bison, pronghorn, coyote, sage grouse, and raptors such as American kestrels and northern harriers.


Teton Park Road: The sage meadows attract elk and bison. Look for raptors overhead.


Moose-Wilson Road: The wetlands on the road are home to beaver and moose while berry bushes and wild fruit trees attract grizzly bears.


Death Canyon: Spot yellow-bellied marmots scampering around the rocks.
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Look for yellow-bellied marmots sun-soaking on rocks.





JACKSON HOLE


On the National Elk Refuge, thousands of elk winter before returning to the mountains. The refuge is also habitat for mountain lions, trumpeter swans, bighorn sheep, and raptors.







Winter Fun


Most lodges and roads inside Yellowstone and Grand Teton close in winter, which means solitude is guaranteed for those who enter these winter wonderlands.


• Cross-country ski or snowshoe on groomed roads or ungroomed snow-buried trails in both parks.


• Wildlife-watching in each park offers opportunities to see bison, elk, wolves, coyote, bobcats, moose, and raptors appear.
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bison in winter





• Heated snowcoaches tour Yellowstone departing from Mammoth, West Yellowstone, and Flagg Ranch to visit Old Faithful or Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.


• Overnight at Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel or Old Faithful’s Snow Lodge.


• Stay in Yellowstone Expedition’s yurt camp for cross-country ski or snowshoe tours.


• Snowmobile to Old Faithful or Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone on guided trips from West Yellowstone, Mammoth, or Flagg Ranch.


• Downhill ski or snowboard at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, Snow King Mountain, Grand Targhee Resort, or Big Sky Resort.


• Skate or ski on groomed trails at Rendezvous Trails (West Yellowstone), Lone Mountain Ranch (Big Sky), Grand Targhee (Teton Valley), Teton Pines (Jackson Hole), and Teton Park Road (between Taggart Trailhead and Jenny Lake).


• Ice climb at Exum Ice Park in Jackson or hire a professional guide for backcountry skiing or ice climbing inside Grand Teton.


• Sleigh rides in Jackson Hole or Big Sky Resort.


• Watch elk and bighorn sheep in the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole.
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Canary Springs at Mammoth Hot Springs
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hiking Specimen Ridge.







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Roosevelt Arch: Built in 1903, the Roosevelt Arch offers an impressive entrance into Yellowstone National Park (click here).


S Historic Fort Yellowstone: Tour the stone building of the visitor center and walk the street of this former cavalry outpost while watching resident elk graze on the parade grounds (click here).
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S Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces: Walk the lower formations of these otherworldly travertine terraces and drive through the dormant upper terraces (click here).


S Golden Gate: The road through Golden Gate climbs 1,500 feet in three miles to crest Kingman Pass, offering views of the amazing landscape (click here).


S Petrified Tree: A lone petrified tree trunk stands as a testament to ancient redwoods that used to populate Yellowstone in a wetter climate (click here).


S Tower Fall: This 132-foot-tall waterfall drops through a fantastical collection of rhyolite pinnacles (click here).


S Lamar Valley: Huge bison herds, elk, pronghorn antelope, bears, wolves, bighorn sheep, and raptors range across the valley known as “America’s Serengeti.” (click here).


S Absaroka Mountains: Forming the eastern boundary of Yellowstone, these mountains climb higher than 12,000 feet (click here).


S Trout Lake Trail: This short but steep grunt climbs to an idyllic subalpine lake surrounded by wildflower meadows and forest (click here).


S Rafting the Yellowstone River: Raft through the multicolored rock formations of Yankee Jim Canyon on the last major free-flowing river in the Lower 48 (click here).





Balancing volcanic features and high mountains, North Yellowstone clings to the park’s Montana-Wyoming border.


Slicing across North Yellowstone between the high Gallatin and Absaroka Mountains, sagebrush plateaus proliferate with wildlife. Elk hang out on the lawns in Mammoth Hot Springs. Bears and wolves hunt at Swan Lake Flat in Gardners Hole. Vast herds of bison congregate in Lamar Valley. Pronghorn race through sagebrush, bighorn sheep feed on steep slopes, and, higher yet, mountain goats walk the cliffs. Bring binoculars and spotting scopes for watching the action.


Beneath the landscape, hot water boils to the earth’s surface. It spews out steaming in Mammoth Hot Springs, creating otherworldly sculptures of ever-changing colorful travertine. Soak up the smells, sounds, and sights on its boardwalks.


Between wildlife and hot springs, the Yellowstone River plunges through the narrow canyons alternating with pools in the flats. As the longest free-flowing river in the Lower 48, it provides clean passage for native trout to lure anglers to its waters.


Several small communities provide visitor services. Mammoth, a village once known as Fort Yellowstone, houses the visitors center, hotel, and restaurants. Five miles north, Gardiner borders the park’s North Entrance, and serves as the capital for rafting, floating, and fishing the Yellowstone River. The tiny mountain outposts of Silver Gate and Cooke City flank the park’s Northeast Entrance and anchor the Beartooth Highway.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


The road between Gardiner-Mammoth and Silver Gate-Cooke City remains open all year. In summer, most visitors spend a day or two in the northern section of the park to see Mammoth Hot Springs, raft the Yellowstone River, and watch wildlife. In winter, Gardiner and Mammoth can be a destination for several days of cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, and snowcoach touring.
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Exploring North Yellowstone


VISITORS CENTERS


Albright Visitor Center


The renovated Albright Visitor Center (307/344-2263, 8am-7pm daily June-Sept., 9am-5pm daily Oct.-May) is located in Mammoth Hot Springs, with elk often hanging out on the front lawn. One of the historic buildings from the days when the U.S. Cavalry ran the park, the red-tiled roof, brick structure, and large-columned veranda retain the look of Fort Yellowstone when it served as quarters for bachelor officers. The visitors center has park maps, trail information, brochures, updates, and a backcountry office (8am-4:30pm daily June-Aug.) with permits for backcountry camping, boating, and fishing. In 2016, new exhibits were added on cultural history, wildlife, and the northern area of the park. Yellowstone Forever (406/848-2400, www.yellowstone.org) operates a small bookstore inside.


Gardiner


The Gardiner Chamber of Commerce (216 Park St., Gardiner, 406/848-7971, www.gardinerchamber.com) maintains an information center. While it lacks exhibits, it is a good place to get information on Gardiner, the Custer-Gallatin National Forest, and the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness, as well as recreation, lodging, and dining. (It is also one of the few places to find public restrooms in Gardiner.) The Custer-Gallatin National Forest (805 Scott St., Gardiner, 406/848-7485, www.fs.usda.gov/gallatin) has a district office in Gardiner, and is the place to go for maps and forest, camping, and trail information.
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Gardiner’s main street





Cooke City


The Cooke City Chamber of Commerce (206 W. Main St., Cooke City, 406/838-2495) runs a tiny visitors center with current conditions on the Beartooth Highway, local outfitters and guides, and information on the Custer-Gallatin and Shoshone National Forests.


ENTRANCE STATIONS


Two entrance stations ($30 vehicle, $25 motorcycles, $15 hike-in/bike-in; joint parks pass: $50 vehicle, $40 motorcycles, $20 hike-in/bike-in) provide access to North Yellowstone. The two entrances are connected by a 52-mile road that is open year-round (except for temporary winter storm closures).


The North Entrance (open year-round) sits on U.S. Highway 89 on the edge of Gardiner, Montana. Smaller vehicles can enter the park through the Roosevelt Arch; RVs and trailers should take the signed shortcut from Park Street to the entrance station. After passing the pay station, the park hub of Mammoth Hot Springs is five miles south.


On U.S. Highway 212, the remote Northeast Entrance is west of Silver Gate and Cooke City, Montana. Snow closes the roads east of Cooke City (mid-Oct.-late May), effectively making the Northeast Entrance a dead end in winter.


TOURS


For all tours (winter or summer), plan to bring water, cameras, and layers of clothing for changeable weather. In winter, add gloves, a hat, and winter walking boots. Clarify when making reservations for wildlife-watching tours whether binoculars and spotting scopes are available. Most tours do not include lunch (ask to confirm), but do stop at restaurants. Park entrance fees and guide gratuities (15 percent) are not included in the rates. Tour costs and times vary seasonally and may change.


Bus Tours


Departing from Gardiner and Mammoth, the Yellowstone in a Day tour (Xanterra, 307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com, 7:30am-6:30pm daily mid-June-mid-Sept., $118-125 adults, $59-62 children 3-11) circles the 142-mile Grand Loop Road to hit the big places: Old Faithful, Yellowstone Lake, and Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.


Stagecoach Adventure


For a taste of early western travel, take a stagecoach tour with the Stagecoach Adventure (Xanterra, 307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com, daily early June-early Sept., $15 adults, $8 children 3-11). From the Roosevelt Corrals, the half-hour ride in a replica stagecoach gives a glimpse into the park’s history, and authenticity comes from the dust. The brave can ride up top.


Wildlife Tours


Yellowstone Forever Institute (406/848-2400, www.yellowstone.org) offers expert-led educational tours year-round. Naturalist guides take you to various locations aboard institute buses to watch wildlife. While some programs are high energy, others are more like tours. Private tours, one-day, and multiday programs are available with varied locations and rates. Multi-day programs base from park hotels, Lamar Buffalo Ranch Field Campus, or Yellowstone Overlook Field Campus (Gardiner, Montana).


Xanterra (307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com) operates wildlife watching tours in summer and winter. Reservations are required. In summer, vintage 1930 touring sedans hold 13 passengers and feature roll-back canvas tops for easy wildlife-watching. Children age 3-11 are half price. Wake Up to Wildlife (daily late May-mid-Sept., $95) departs from Mammoth Hotel (6:15am-11:30am) or Roosevelt Lodge (7am-11am) to explore the Lamar Valley. Juice and muffins are included for breakfast. Evening Wildlife Encounters (4:15pm-8:30pm daily late May-mid-Aug., 3:45pm-8pm daily mid-Aug.-mid-Sept., $67) depart from Mammoth on a tour of Tower-Roosevelt and Lamar Valley. In winter, tours depart from Mammoth Hotel in vans and buses for wildlife-watching in Lamar Valley. Juice and muffins for breakfast are included. Wake Up to Winter Wildlife (6:45am-11am daily mid-Dec.-early Mar., $76) offers a four-hour option while the Lamar Valley Wildlife Tour (7am-2pm Mon., Thurs., and Sat. mid-Dec.-Feb., $130) extends to seven hours.


Winter Tours


Mid-December through early March, visitors can tour the snow-buried roads of Yellowstone in heated snowcoaches, which are converted vans or buses with huge tires or tracks, or on snowmobiles. Reservations are required. Snowcoach fares for children are half price. Plan to tip your guides 15 percent.


From Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel, Xanterra (307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com) leads winter snowcoach tours. The Grand Canyon Day Tour (8:15am-5pm Tues., Thurs., and Sat., $204) visits Norris Geyser Basin and the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. Bring a lunch or order one the night before from the Mammoth Hot Springs Dining Room. The Norris Geyser Basin Tour (12:30pm-5:30pm Tues., Thurs., and Sat.-Sun., $89) visits the geothermal basin south of Mammoth.


Departing from Gardiner, Yellowstone Year-Round Safaris (905 Scott St., Gardiner, 406/848-7311 or 800/828-9080, www.yellowstoneyearroundsafaris.com, 7am-5:30pm daily mid-Dec.-Feb., $180) guides full-day snowcoach tours to Old Faithful or the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. The company also guides snowmobile tours ($315-350) to both locations. Sack lunches are provided.


DRIVING TOURS


Gardiner to Cooke City


52 MILES


The road between the North Entrance Station at Gardiner and the Northeast Entrance Station at Silver Gate and Cooke City is the only road in Yellowstone open year-round to private cars and RVs. The road is plowed in winter, but snowstorms can cause temporary closures in the fall, winter, and spring. For current road conditions, call 307/344-2117. Plan on about 2 hours (one way) for this tour. Add on more time for stops.


The two-lane road starts as U.S. Highway 89 in Gardiner, Montana on Park Street. Drive under the Roosevelt Arch (RVs take the signed shortcut) to reach the entrance station. The road then climbs five miles south through ancient mudflows, crossing the 45th Parallel at the bridge over the Gardner River about half way, then hitting the Montana/Wyoming state line.


From Mammoth Hot Springs to Tower Junction (18 miles, 45 min.) the route follows Grand Loop Road. Stop to see Undine Falls and the Petrified Tree. Between the two sights, Blacktail Plateau Drive (6 miles, 30 min., July-early Nov., no RVs or trailers) offers a scenic detour on a curvy, dirt, one-way road. The route gains territorial views, goes through fire successions, and is good habitat for elk, bears, and bison.


From Tower Junction to the Northeast Entrance (29 miles, 60 min.), the route crosses the Yellowstone River into Lamar Valley and swings northeast along Soda Butte Creek into the Absaroka Mountains. After Pebble Creek, the road climbs into narrow Ice Box Canyon, flanked by frozen waterfalls in winter-early spring. At the Northeast Entrance, the road exits Yellowstone and enters the tiny blink-and-you-miss-it villages of Silver Gate and Cooke City. In winter (Nov.-May), the route dead-ends at Cooke City due to snowbound roads, but in summer, you can connect with the 68-mile Beartooth Highway (late May-Oct.).


Upper Grand Loop Road


70 MILES


Upper Grand Loop Road links Mammoth Hot Springs with Norris Geyser Basin, Canyon Village, and Tower-Roosevelt. The road east from Mammoth to Tower Junction (18 miles, 45 min.) is open year-round; all other segments of the Upper Grand Loop Road are closed in winter. You can drive the entire loop (late May-early Nov.) in three hours; stops and side trips add time.


Between Mammoth Hot Springs and Norris Junction (21 miles, 45 min., late Apr.-early Nov.), U.S. Highway 89 serves as the park road. From Mammoth, the road climbs south through the hoodoos, monster travertine boulders formed by a landslide on Terrace Mountain. It then crawls along the cliffs of Golden Gate before topping out at Swan Lake Flat, where you can often spot wolves and bison. Continuing south, you’ll pass Obsidian Cliff, a site of geological, Native American, and historical significance. Stop again at Roaring Mountain to listen to the thermal activity and look for trumpeter swans in nearby Twin Lakes. Your first leg ends at the Norris Geyser Basin, a hotbed of geothermal activity.


From the Norris Junction, the park road turns east toward Canyon Village (12 miles, 30 min., late Apr.-early Nov.). Continue the loop north from Canyon Village to reach Tower Junction (19 miles, 45 min., late May-early Nov.). The road climbs over Dunraven Pass before descending to Tower Fall and the Tower-Roosevelt area before returning west to Mammoth.



Sights



NORTH ENTRANCE


Bordering the national park, Gardiner, Montana, is a small town of about 875 permanent residents that sees 700,000 visitors, mostly in summer. The Yellowstone River runs through the middle of town, making it the rafting capital for those visiting the park. The Roosevelt Arch sits on the south edge of town, marking the historic park entrance.


Yellowstone Heritage and Research Center


Located in Gardiner, the Yellowstone Heritage and Research Center (20 Old Yellowstone Trail, 307/344-2664, 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri.) houses the park archives and library, museum collections, historian, archaeology lab, and herbarium. The lobby rotates small exhibits, but the facility is primarily for research and storage for 5.3 million archived items, including 30 historical vehicles. Public tours are available by reservation (307/344-2264, 2pm Wed. in summer, free).



S Roosevelt Arch



Roosevelt Arch may be one of the best human-built park entrances in the country. The original entrance road crosses under the stone-and-mortar arch dedicated to President Theodore Roosevelt, who laid the cornerstone in 1903. Reconstruction of Park Street, the viewing park and amphitheater, and the arch area for the 2016 anniversary of the National Park Service has improved access for photographing the arch. The reconstruction also re-opened walkway doors. A signed shortcut road lets large RVs bypass the narrow entrance through the arch, but cars can still drive through it. To walk around the arch and Arch Park, park on Park Street.
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Roosevelt Arch is the historic entrance to Yellowstone.





45th Parallel


On U.S. Highway 89, the 45th Parallel marks the latitude halfway between the North Pole and the equator. A tiny pullout and sign allows for a photo-op. Find it 2.5 miles south of Gardiner and 2.5 miles north of Mammoth Hot Springs.


MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS


Open year-round, Mammoth Village is home to the Albright Visitor Center, Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel, historic Fort Yellowstone, a campground, a picnic area, and other services. But the main attractions are the stately elk that often lounge on lawns and the fantastical sculptures of the hot springs travertine terraces. Mammoth is not a spa, nor does it have developed hot springs for soaking.
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S Historic Fort Yellowstone



In the pre-National Park Service decades, the village of Mammoth was Fort Yellowstone when the U.S. Cavalry managed the park. A self-guided walking tour visits the streets of stone buildings erected by the army between 1891 and 1916. Start at Albright Visitor Center (307/344-2263, 9am-5pm daily year-round), once the Bachelor Officer’s Quarters, where you can pick up an interpretive brochure ($1). Across from the visitors center, the parade grounds (sometimes called the drill field) are covered with sagebrush and wandering bison or elk. Walk down the row of houses to see the Captain’s Quarters, Field Officer’s Quarters, and Officer’s Quarters. Today, most of the buildings house park service personnel and their families or serve as supply depots and offices; as such, they are not open to the public. Additional sights include the granary, chapel, hospital, blacksmith, and stables.



S Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces



LOWER TERRACE


Raised boardwalks and stairways loop 1.75 miles through the lower terrace of Mammoth Hot Springs, where limestone creates travertine terraces. The boardwalks offer an opportunity to view the changing calcium carbonate sculptures, and sulfur fills the air. From the parking lot, be ready to climb 300 feet in elevation to reach the Upper Terrace.
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Boardwalks tour the Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces.





Access the boardwalk at one of three lower parking lots on the park road south of Mammoth Village, or walk there from the Albright Visitor Center. To start, follow the northwest boardwalk to see Liberty Cap, a 37-foot-tall dormant hot springs cone. Across the street from Liberty Cap is Opal Spring, which amasses a new foot of travertine every year. Past Liberty Cap, a spur on the right leads to the colorful Palette Spring, where thermophiles create orange and brown colors. Continue on the main boardwalk to circle the loop around Minerva Terrace, known for its striking travertine sculptures that alternate between watery and dry. Cleopatra, Mound, and Jupiter Terraces flank the stair climbs to the overlook at the Upper Terrace Drive parking lot. A spur boardwalk with steps heads left to the striking orange and brilliant white sinter Canary Spring.


UPPER TERRACE


At Mammoth Hot Springs, the 0.75-mile, one-way, single-lane Upper Terrace Drive (mid-May-early Nov.) snakes through unique limestone features created from once-active hydrothermals. From several locations, walk to overlooks for views of the Gallatin Mountains, the village below, the lower terraces, and Canary Spring. Drive by the striking Orange Spring Mound. The narrow, curvy loop drive squeezes between firs and junipers; trailers or RVs over 25 feet are prohibited. Locate the entrance to the Upper Terrace about two miles south of Mammoth Village on the road toward Norris.


MAMMOTH TO NORRIS


From Mammoth Hot Springs in the north, U.S. Highway 89 (mid-Apr.-early Nov.) leads 21 miles south to Norris, which is anchored by a campground and geyser basin.



S Golden Gate



Driving south from Mammoth, the curvy road climbs 1,500 feet in three miles on a cliff-clinging viaduct to reach Kingman Pass. The passage through Glen Creek Canyon is known as the Golden Gate, named for the vivid color of yellow lichens on the rhyolite cliffs. While the road has been rebuilt several times, its first incarnation in 1884 was a rickety wooden trestle bridge. A unique rock pillar, which was moved with each reconstruction of the road, sits at the bottom of the climb, while at the top, Rustic Falls sprays down 47 feet of natural stair-step stones. Bunsen Peak, a cone volcano, looms above. Find an overlook on the east side of the road between the rock pillar and falls to view them.
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Golden Gate





Swan Lake Flat


Wildlife frequents Swan Lake Flat, and so do wildlife-watchers. Bring the binoculars, cameras, and telephoto lenses. Located on the Grand Loop Road about five miles south of Mammoth (look for a small parking lot on the west side), the sagebrush prairie of Swan Lake Flat in Gardners Hole offers a great chance to see gray wolves, grizzly bears, and elk. Tiny Swan Lake, which once filled the entire flat, often houses trumpeter swans in summer, along with other waterfowl. The vast, open, high-elevation valley makes for a broad arena, where almost any movement is visible. In winter, look for bison.


Obsidian Cliff


Located between Mammoth and Norris on the east side of Grand Loop Road, the half-mile-long Obsidian Cliff, a National Historic Landmark and archaeological site, resulted from a 180,000-year-old rhyolite lava flow that crystallized. Look closely to see the shiny black volcanic glass bits of obsidian in the layers, but do so with binoculars or from a car as the site is closed to exploring. Early natives in the area quarried the sharp obsidian for making knives, arrowheads, and other tools. North of the cliff on the west side of the road, the Obsidian Cliff interpretive kiosk is one of the first interpretive exhibits created by the National Park Service.


Roaring Mountain


Five miles north of Norris Geyser Basin, the seemingly barren hillside of Roaring Mountain is riddled with fumaroles. Steam billows from multiple vents across the hillside. While the roar has lessened considerably in the past century, you can still hear the hissing when you get out of your vehicle at the interpretive site, which was revamped in 2015. Excessive tree-killing heat, gases, and billowing steam make the hillside look like the aftermath of a fire. Some thermophiles survive in this toxic environment. Steam is more visible in early morning, evening, or winter.


MAMMOTH TO TOWER-ROOSEVELT


From the village at Mammoth Hot Springs, the Upper Grand Loop Road heads east for 19 miles across the Blacktail Deer Plateau to Tower Junction. Bison jams and congested traffic are common along this road.


Undine Falls


Drive four miles east on the Grand Loop Road and look for a pullout for Undine Falls on the north side of the road. Lava Creek drops over a lava cliff formed about 700,000 years ago; Undine Falls, named for water spirits in German mythology, cascades 60 feet down three shelves.



Blacktail Pond



Blacktail Pond offers an opportunity for wildlife-watching, particularly for sandhill cranes, Canada geese, waterfowl, and bald eagles in spring; you can also spot pronghorn and bison. Look for a pullout on the north side of the road about six miles east of Mammoth.


Forces of the Northern Range


About two miles east of Blacktail Pond and eight miles east of Mammoth, look for an interpretive boardwalk on the north side of Grand Loop Road. This easy 0.5-mile boardwalk loop tours the Northern Range through an open sagebrush plateau, aspens, and younger lodgepole pines. The self-guided interpretive loop is one of the best ways to learn about northern Yellowstone’s wildlife, wildflowers, trees, geology, landscape, and scenery.



S Petrified Tree



Tucked off a side road about 0.8 mile west of Tower Junction, a lone Petrified Tree trunk stands on a steep hillside. Once a giant ancient redwood, the now-petrified tree is a clue to the wetter forests that covered the area prior to a supervolcano eruption. A 0.25-mile path leads to the solidified tree. (Ravaged by souvenir seekers, this specimen is now fenced off for protection.)
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petrified tree
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Tower Fall








TOWER-ROOSEVELT


Calcite Spring


The Calcite Spring loop connects 0.2 mile of boardwalks with platforms. From the overlook above the Narrows of the Yellowstone River, you can see basalt columns from lava across the gorge, the springs at the river level, and the Yellowstone River about 500 feet below. The calcite spring itself emits minerals that color the slope white and yellow. The parking lot is 1.6 miles south of Tower Junction.



S Tower Fall



Tower Fall plunges 132 feet from its brink between rhyolite spires, dropping from a hanging valley into a ribbon that spews in a long freefall. An overlook, located 0.1 mile from the Tower Fall parking lot, offers the best view. Due to a washout in 2004, the viewing platform and trail to the base of the falls are closed. Find the site 2.3 miles south of Tower Junction.


NORTHEAST ENTRANCE


Yellowstone River


The Yellowstone River tumbles through the Narrows of the Yellowstone, slicing between the Buffalo and Blacktail Deer Plateaus, before plunging through the Black Canyon of the Yellowstone and exiting the park at Gardiner. About 0.7-mile on the Northeast Entrance Road northeast of Tower Junction, the road plunges to a high bridge crossing the river. On the north side of the road, a pullout is just before the bridge and a trailhead just after. These offer the best spots for viewing the river far below. Be cautious walking on the bridge due to traffic and a lack of walkway.


Slough Creek


Slough Creek is often packed with wildlife-watchers sporting scopes. The dirt Slough Creek Road has a few pullouts that offer a vast territorial view where you can spy wolves, bears, bighorn sheep, bison, and pronghorn. Bring binoculars, but you may be able to sneak a peek through someone else’s scope. Most wildlife-watchers enjoy sharing what they are seeing. To get there from Tower Junction, drive 5.8 miles east on the Northeast Entrance Road and turn left onto Slough Creek Road.



S Lamar Valley



Park guides often refer to the massive Lamar Valley as America’s Serengeti due to its hefty numbers of wildlife. The Lamar River flows through the sagebrush valley where immense herds of bison feed. Between herds, look for pronghorn, bighorn sheep, elk, bears, coyotes, and wolves. The valley also provides rich hunting grounds for predators. In late fall, listen for bighorn sheep crash-butting heads or elk bugling as displays of dominance. The Yellowstone Forever Institute's Lamar Buffalo Ranch Field Campus is also located in this valley. (Access is via registered programs only at www.yellowstone.org.)
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herds of bison in Lamar Valley





From Tower Junction, follow the Northeast Entrance Road east past the turnoff for Slough Creek. Multiple pullouts along the road allow for observation. Wildlife is most active at dawn and dusk; bring spotting scopes, cameras, and binoculars.




Exploring the Yellowstone River


The 692-mile Yellowstone River is the park’s longest river and the last free-flowing major river in the Lower 48. From Yellowstone Lake, it gushes through the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone before squeezing through the Narrows and plunging through the Black Canyon of the Yellowstone to Gardiner and Montana’s Yankee Jim Canyon. So how can visitors best enjoy it?


• Sightseeing: To see the Yellowstone River with minimal effort, go to the bridges in Gardiner or northeast of Tower Junction. Also, the boardwalk overlooking Calcite Springs looks 500 feet down to the blue water.


• Hiking: Several hiking trails overlook the Yellowstone River: the Narrows of the Yellowstone, Garnet Hill, and Black Canyon of the Yellowstone.


• Fishing: In Montana, the bulk of the river has been classified as blue-ribbon trout fishing, the highest rating for the state’s fisheries. The lack of dams aids in promoting movement of trout from the upper to lower elevations. Among the trout, anglers can catch native Yellowstone cutthroat. Inside the park, anglers don waders for fishing or cast from the shore in the reaches around the bridge east of Tower Junction, Garnet Hill Loop Trail, Black Canyon of the Yellowstone, and outside the park at fishing access sites west of Gardiner. Below Gardiner, fishing companies take anglers fly-fishing via rafts or dories.


• Rafting: Inside the park, no floating is permitted on the river. But outside the park, Class I-IV white water attracts rafters and kayakers. Yankee Jim Canyon provides four river miles of rugged scenery and splashy fun. Gardiner has five rafting companies that get people on the river for scenic floats or white-water paddling.





Soda Butte


As the Northeast Entrance Road swings north from the Lamar Valley, it follows Soda Butte Creek, a popular fly-fishing stream for its ease of access and productive trout fishery. The creek is named for the extinct geyser that left a large white cone called Soda Butte. Look for the interpretive sign and pullout on the east side of the road.



S Absaroka Mountains



In Yellowstone’s northeast corner, the Absaroka Mountains (pronounced Ab-zor-ka) stretch into high rugged peaks more than 11,000 feet high. From Soda Butte, drive northwest for 14 miles on the Northeast Entrance Road to tour the mountains. As the road climbs past Pebble Creek and swings east, it squeezes through Ice Box Canyon, where Soda Butte Creek has carved a narrow passageway. In winter and early spring, the canyon displays frozen walls from water seeps. Past the canyon, the road climbs a high-elevation, forested valley tucked below Barronette Peak, which spouts with waterfalls in May. Scan its precipitous cliffs for mountain goats. With fewer visitors, this region of the park offers solitude.
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Soda Butte Creek in the Absaroka Mountains






Recreation



DAY HIKES


National Park Service rangers lead free, guided hikes (www.nps.gov/yell, daily or several times weekly, early June-early Sept.) that tour the Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces and Wraith Falls. They provide educational details on the natural history of the travertine terraces at the hot springs and the ecology of the Wraith Falls environment. Check in at the Albright Visitor Center for a current schedule and location of where to meet.


Guided Hikes


Expert-led educational hikes are also available through Yellowstone Forever Institute (406/848-2400, www.yellowstone.org, year-round). Private tours, one-day, and multiday programs are available with varied rates. Hiking programs include day hikes and backpacking trips. Some of the hiking programs operate out of the institute’s cabin complex in Lamar Valley.


Operating out of Gardiner, Yellowstone YearRound Adventures (406/585-9041, www.yellowstoneyearround.com, from $455 for 1-4 people) guides hikes for families and private small groups. Rates include the licensed guide, transportation to the trailhead from Gardiner, lunch, and snacks.




North Yellowstone Hikes
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Mammoth



BEAVER POND LOOP


Distance: 5 miles one-way


Duration: 2.5 hours


Elevation change: 380 feet


Effort: moderate


Trailhead: in Mammoth Hot Springs between Liberty Cap and the stone house


Blooming with arrowleaf balsamroot, bluebells, and larkspur in June, Beaver Pond Loop is a good early-season hike when higher country still has snow. The route’s meadows offer broad vistas of Bunsen Peak, Gardiner, and the Absaroka Mountains. Start with a one-mile climb up Clematis Creek. At the signed junction, turn right; the trail alternates between rolling, flat, or downhill terrain. About halfway, the trail waltzes along the shoreline of an old beaver pond split by a dam and then descends through open sagebrush meadows, Douglas fir forests, and aspen groves. The route ends on the Old Gardiner Road behind the Mammoth Hotel.


Mammoth to Norris


BUNSEN PEAK AND OSPREY FALLS


Distance: 4.2 miles round-trip or 6.6-11.6-mile loop


Duration: 3-7 hours


Elevation change: 1,278-2,058 feet


Effort: strenuous


Trailhead: Old Bunsen Peak Road Trailhead, 4.8 miles south of Mammoth on the east side of Grand Loop Road


The peak, a volcanic cone named for Robert Bunsen, who invented the Bunsen burner, contains a summit weather station with the building and connecting power lines posing a minor disruption to the wilderness feel. In summer, go early to nab a parking spot at the popular trailhead.
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Bunsen Peak Trail





Starting in a sagebrush meadow, the trail climbs through steep forests, meadows, and 1988 burns to the 8,564-foot summit. Shortly after starting the climb, spot the Golden Gate from above along with Glen Creek Canyon hoodoos. The trail winds back and forth around the mountain, passing Cathedral Rock at 1.4 miles, where views plunge to Mammoth Hot Springs. Steep switchbacks then lead across talus slopes to the summit. The reward is the view of Electric Peak in the Gallatin Range and Gardners Hole. For the shortest hike, retrace your route back down. Or, for an alternative, drop eastward 1.4 steep miles through a burn zone to the Old Bunsen Peak Road, turning right to circle three gentle miles (shared by bikers) around the south of Bunsen Peak (6.6 miles total).


Strong hikers can lengthen the loop with a descent and return climb to see 150-foot Osprey Falls on the Gardner River. Descend eastward from the peak to the Old Bunsen Peak Road, then turn left to find the Osprey Falls Trailhead. From the trailhead, a 1.4-mile trail traverses the edge of Sheepeater Canyon with the basalt-columned Sheepeater Cliffs visible on the opposite side. Drop down steep, narrow, sunny switchbacks into the ravine below the falls. After climbing the 780 feet back up, follow the old road south around Bunsen Peak to return to your vehicle. Those wanting to avoid the Bunsen Peak climb can hike out and back on the old road to see Osprey Falls (8.8 miles, 780 feet elevation gain).


SEPULCHER MOUNTAIN


Distance: 12.5 miles round-trip


Duration: 7 hours


Elevation change: 2,366 feet


Effort: strenuous


Trailhead: Glen Creek Trailhead opposite Old Bunsen Peak Road Trailhead, 4.8 miles south of Mammoth


Sepulcher Mountain attracts hikers out for big views without the crowds of Bunsen Peak. But since the trail uses the same crowded parking lot at Bunsen Peak, you’ll need to get an early start. The trail begins with a gentle 1.8-mile walk through sagebrush meadows below Terrace Mountain, home to bighorn sheep. Continue through several junctions where trails turn off to Fawn Pass, Snow Pass, and Sportsman Lake Trail. After the third turnoff, begin climbing the switchbacks up an open mountainside with views of Electric Peak. With less than 0.5 mile to go, the trail enters a forest before popping out on the summit for views of the Absaroka Mountains. A jaunt along the 9,652-foot summit yields more views, including the Yellowstone River and Gardiner far below.


Continue the loop by following the cliff edge and then descending through pines and meadows overlooking Mammoth Hot Springs. At the junction with the Clagett Butte Trail, turn right to climb uphill to the Snow Pass Trail. Turn right again for one mile to cross Snow Pass. Turn left to return back to Glen Creek Trailhead.


As an alternate descent for a point-to-point hike, the route connects with trails to Mammoth Hot Springs. The Snow Pass Trail ends at the Upper Terrace, and the Clagett Butte Trail links to the trailhead adjacent to Liberty Cap.


GRIZZLY LAKE


Distance: 4.2 miles round-trip


Duration: 3 hours


Elevation change: 725 feet


Effort: moderate


Trailhead: a pullout on the west side of Grand Loop Road, 16 miles south of Mammoth


Start by crossing Obsidian Creek on a footbridge, one of many log bridges in the first 0.5 mile through this boggy marsh. Leaving the meadows, the trail climbs through a 1988 fire zone. Turn around for views of the valley you just crossed. On the ascent, the trail breaks into a meadow before reentering the burn with new lodgepoles. The trail then descends to Grizzly Lake, where anglers can fish for brook trout and yellow lilies grow along the shores.


Mammoth to Tower Junction


WRAITH FALLS


Distance: 0.8 mile round-trip


Duration: 45 minutes


Elevation change: 74 feet


Effort: easy


Trailhead: a pullout on the south side of Grand Loop Road, 0.5 mile east of Lava Creek Picnic Area east of Mammoth


Launch onto this trail by walking through a sagebrush-scented meadow blooming with columbine and buckwheat in early summer. An intermittent boardwalk crosses small streams and marshes. The route tucks in between coniferous tree islands, crosses Lupine Creek, and climbs one switchback to reach the viewing platform. The 79-foot Wraith Falls cascades down a wide-angled rock face squeezed into a canyon. In June, the water fills the full width, but by September, the water thins to appear like two parallel falls.



BLACKTAIL DEER CREEK



Distance: 7.4 miles round-trip


Duration: 4-5 hours


Elevation change: 1,340 feet


Effort: strenuous


Trailhead: Blacktail Deer Creek Trailhead on Grand Loop Road, 6.7 miles east of Mammoth


From the trailhead on the east end of Blacktail Pond, the route plunges to the Yellowstone River and the Black Canyon of the Yellowstone. On summer days, the treeless trail can be hot, especially on the return climb back up to the trailhead.


After crossing the Blacktail Pond valley, the trail climbs 130 feet in elevation over a sagebrush hill before dropping northward, passing the Rescue Creek Trail junction at 0.7 mile. The trail parallels Blacktail Deer Creek in its descent down the ravine to reach the suspension bridge at the Yellowstone River. The return climb is 1,210 feet in elevation back up. You can also add on another 0.5-mile round-trip to see Crevice Lake.


HELLROARING CREEK


Distance: 4 miles round-trip


Duration: 3 hours


Elevation change: 643 feet


Effort: moderately strenuous


Trailhead: Hellroaring Trailhead on Grand Loop Road, 3.5 miles west of Tower Junction


The trail takes a steep drop to the Yellowstone River and crosses the Buffalo Plateau to reach Hellroaring Creek, a prized angler destination. It requires a hefty climb on a hot, dusty, dry trail to return to the trailhead. The trail is popular with horseback riders, so be ready for manure and flies.


A one-mile plunge through a semi-forested hillside passes the Garnet Hill Loop junction before reaching the suspension bridge over the Yellowstone River. Cross the river and continue across the open, sagebrush Buffalo Plateau for 1.1 miles, passing a junction with the Buffalo Plateau and Coyote Creek Trail. Above Hellroaring Creek, the trail reaches the east-west path where you can go either direction. Go left and then take the first spur right for the fastest access to the creek.


BLACK CANYON OF THE YELLOWSTONE


Distance: 13.5-16.9 miles round-trip


Duration: 7-9 hours


Elevation change: 2,036 feet


Effort: strenuous


Trailhead: Hellroaring Trailhead on Grand Loop Road, 3.5 miles west of Tower Junction


This point-to-point hike used to go to Gardiner, but that trailhead is now closed. Most hikers combine the Hellroaring Creek Trail and the Yellowstone River Trail through the Black Canyon, and climb out via Blacktail Deer Creek. You’ll need two cars to set up a shuttle as the trailheads are eight miles apart. Carry plenty of water, be prepared for heat and dust, and take a map to aid with route-finding due to multiple side trails.
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To connect the two trails when you reach Hellroaring Creek, you have two options. In late season when the water is low, drop to the river, ford it, and climb to the trail heading downstream to reach the Yellowstone River. In early summer when the water is too high, turn east instead to hike 3.7 miles northeast, crossing the river via Hellroaring Creek Bridge to reconnect with the trail on the opposite side. At the junction, head straight north for the Yellowstone River Trail through the Black Canyon, climbing and dropping multiple times above the river. In 6.9 miles, take the Blacktail Deer Creek Trail junction for 0.8 mile to reach the suspension bridge to cross back over the Yellowstone River and climb to the Blacktail Deer Creek Trailhead.


Tower-Roosevelt


LOST LAKE LOOP


Distance: 4 miles round-trip


Duration: 2.5 hours


Elevation change: 608 feet


Effort: moderate


Trailhead: behind Roosevelt Lodge, the Petrified Tree parking lot, or Tower Fall Campground


Hikers can start this trail from a variety of trailheads, and it has plenty of things to see: a waterfall, the small lake, Petrified Tree, and views of the Absaroka Mountains. The trail is also used by horses, which means you’ll encounter manure and flies. If you run into horses, step to the downhill side of the trail unless the wrangler instructs otherwise. Remain still until they have passed.
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From behind Roosevelt Lodge, take the left spur to the Lost Creek Falls Trail that climbs up a pine-shaded ravine to the 40-foot falls. Return to the junction to continue up the Lost Lake Trail. Switchbacks head up the steep hill to reach the small bridge at the lake’s outlet. The trail rims the lake until it heads west through another ravine to Petrified Tree. From the Petrified Tree parking lot, the trail mounts a hill east to a sagebrush meadow before dropping to swing behind Tower Ranger Station and then around to Roosevelt Lodge.


GARNET HILL


Distance: 8 miles round-trip


Duration: 4 hours


Elevation change: 580 feet


Effort: moderate


Trailheads: Minimal parking is across the road from the main trailhead 0.3 mile northeast of Tower Junction on the Northeast Entrance Road. Alternate parking is at Tower Junction on the service road south of Upper Grand Loop Rd. between the gas station and Roosevelt Lodge entrance road.


Often frequented by pronghorn, bison, and elk, the trail loops through sagebrush and glacial erratics for its start and finish. Due to the wide-open terrain, plan to hike early on hot days. The north end of the loop passes through cooler forests flanking the Yellowstone River and Elk Creek before gaining elevation on the returns.


From the trailhead, hike 0.5 mile to a junction where you can go either direction to circle the forested bluff of Garnet Hill. Starting on the eastern side of the loop, the trail soon meets up with the Yellowstone River to follow the water downstream, eventually entering a steep-sloped canyon. After crossing Elk Creek, the route meets a junction with the Hellroaring Trail; turn left to follow Elk Creek upstream. In Pleasant Valley after crossing back over Elk Creek, several horse and stagecoach routes connect with the trail. You’ll also pass Yancy’s, where Roosevelt Lodge hosts outdoor barbecues. Stay left at all of these intersections to return to your first junction and retrace your steps back to the trailhead.


For those parking at Tower Junction, walk across the road and take the stagecoach trail to Yancy’s to connect with the loop. You can also walk the road to reach the main trailhead.


Northeast Entrance


NARROWS OF THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER


Distance: 4 miles round-trip


Duration: 2.5 hours


Elevation change: 393 feet


Effort: easy


Trailhead: Yellowstone River Picnic Area Trailhead, 1.2 miles east of Tower Junction on the Northeast Entrance Road


A steep grunt uphill through sagebrush meadows with pink sticky geranium and arrowleaf balsamroot leads to the east rim of the Narrows of the Yellowstone River. The trail saunters along the rim above the deep canyon with several viewpoints. In one mile, the trail overlooks Calcite Springs. As it traverses a ridge 500 feet above the Yellowstone River, the route affords spectacular views of the narrows, sculpted minarets, and columnar basalt. It’s also a good place to spot bighorn sheep, osprey, and peregrine falcons. Pronghorn cross the ridge, and marmots live in the rocks. In two miles, you’ll reach a four-way trail junction, which is where most hikers turn around. Those with gumption add on a 0.8-mile drop to the Yellowstone River and back on the spur trail that plunges steeply 0.4 mile to the historic Bannock Indian Ford.


SPECIMEN RIDGE


Distance: 3 miles round-trip


Duration: 3-4 hours


Elevation change: 1,024 feet


Effort: strenuous


Trailhead: Look for a hiker symbol at a pullout 4.5 miles east of Tower Junction on the Northeast Entrance Road just before the Lamar River Bridge


The route up Specimen Ridge goes to a fossil zone, part of the largest number of petrified trees in the world. Most of the fossils come from 50 million years ago, and some are species that no longer grow in the park. One toppled petrified tree stretches 20 feet long and 8 feet in diameter. Do not confuse this unmaintained route with the Specimen Ridge Trail from Yellowstone River Picnic Area, which does not go to the fossils.


Starting off on an old faint road and veering off to the right, the route tromps through sage meadows, disappearing frequently in wet seeps. Aim for the trail grunting straight uphill. It will cross multiple wildlife paths before reaching a small forest. The trail switchbacks through the trees to reach an open ridge. A rock outcropping marks the petrified redwood tree trunks area, and sweeping views span the bison herds in Lamar Valley and the Absaroka Mountains.


SLOUGH CREEK


Distance: 4 miles round-trip


Duration: 3 hours


Elevation change: 597 feet


Effort: moderate


Trailhead: 1.8 miles north on Slough Creek Road


Slough Creek Trail is a lengthy route that climbs up through the Absaroka Mountains, exits the park, and connects with trails entering the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness and a private ranch. It attracts anglers, horseback riders, and backpackers. To reach the first meadow of the outstanding fishing stream, climb 423 feet up through the open Douglas fir forest and small meadows until the trail drops to a giant meadow surrounding Slough Creek. The return hike climbs 174 feet over the hill back to the trailhead.



S TROUT LAKE TRAIL



Distance: 1.2 miles round-trip


Duration: 1 hour


Elevation change: 220 feet


Effort: easy


Trailhead: a small pullout with limited parking on the Northeast Entrance Road, 3 miles north of Soda Butte Trailhead and 1.5 miles south of Pebble Creek Campground


An idyllic little lake sitting at about 7,000 feet in elevation, Trout Lake is actually the largest of three small lakes tucked near the Northeast Entrance Road in the Absaroka Mountains. From the trailhead, the path catapults vertically through a Douglas fir forest to the lake. About 0.3 mile up the trail, the route splits to circle the lake. Go either way. The trail circles the shoreline, which is semi-forested on the east shore and open meadows on the west shore. In early summer, phlox blankets the hillsides, cutthroat trout spawn in the inlet stream, and osprey hang around to fish. Short unmaintained trails connect with Shrimp and Buck Lakes.


BACKPACKING


Backpackers must obtain permits ($3/person, children 8 and younger free) for assigned backcountry campsites. Permits are available in person 48 hours in advance from the backcountry offices. For more information, see the Essentials chapter.


Mt. Holmes


21.2 MILES


The Gallatin Mountains have the best backpacking in the northern part of the park. Until July, snow can clog the upper elevations of the 21.2-mile round-trip route to 10,336-foot Mt. Holmes in the Gallatin Range. After that, the route is usually accessible. Camp for two nights at Winter Creek (campsite 1C4 or 1C5), near the junction for Trilobite Lake. The next day, climb to the unstaffed lookout on the summit for immense views. Due to bear concentration, the park service recommends having four people in your party. Campsites are usually snow-free by mid-June or so, but Mt. Holmes can retain snow until mid-July or later.


Black Canyon of the Yellowstone


20 MILES


Since the closure of the west end of the Black Canyon of the Yellowstone Trail at Gardiner, point-to-point backpacking trips in the canyon go from Hellroaring Creek Trailhead to Blacktail Creek Trailhead. Plan three days for the 16.5-mile trip, and mentally prepare for the ascent up on the last day. Watch for ticks. Choose from 19 campsites on the route, but the best flank the Yellowstone River (1R1, 1R2, 1Y4-1Y9) in a three-mile stretch where anglers can fish. Due to the short mileage on the middle day, explore the Yellowstone River Trail running west downstream through the Black Canyon, but note that it is only maintained for about two miles. With lower elevation, this backpack trip is usually viable in early May, but hikers must use the longer Hellroaring Bridge route rather than the shortcut ford that isn’t safe until August.


Bliss Pass


19-21 MILES


In the Absaroka Mountains, 9,360-foot grassy Bliss Pass yields rugged mountain views and walking through a combo of river valleys, subalpine meadows, and forest. The pass connects Pebble Creek with Slough Creek on a point-to-point hike. The three trailheads of Slough Creek, Pebble Creek, and Warm Creek access the route, but the eastern trailheads make for 1,000 feet less of elevation climbing. Challenges with this trip include fords and setting up a car shuttle. No backcountry campsites are on the central cross over Bliss Pass; look for them along the Slough Creek or on upper and lower Pebble Creek. To be close to the Bliss Pass Trail, stay in campsites 2S3 or 2S4 on Slough Creek and 3P2 or 3P3 on Pebble Creek. Bliss Pass is snow-free by mid-July or so; fording the creeks is easier in August.



BIKING



Biking is not permitted on trails, but is allowed on dirt roads. Flying Pig Adventure Company (511 Scott St., Gardiner, 866/264-8448, www.flyingpigrafting.com, $80-175) guides mountain bike tours and provides bikes and helmets.
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cycling near Tower Fall





Late March-mid-April, roads open to bicyclists, but remain closed to vehicles, offering car-free riding from Mammoth to Norris and from Tower Junction to Tower Fall. Bring your own bike; rentals are not available.


At Gardiner, the old rail trail (5 miles one-way, Apr.-mid-Nov.) parallels the Yellowstone River. The level, kid-friendly trail can be hot in summer. Find the trailhead 0.1 mile west of the Yellowstone Heritage and Research Center. For 1,500 feet of climbing or descending, the Old Gardiner Road (5 miles one-way, late Apr.-early Nov.) connects Gardiner with Mammoth Hot Springs. While cars can only go downhill from Mammoth, bikers can go both directions. Road access is behind Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel or at the North Park Entrance Station.


South of Mammoth, Bunsen Peak Loop (6 miles one-way, May-early Nov.) starts from Bunsen Peak Trailhead to circle Bunsen Peak’s east side. The trail drops through employee housing before joining the Grand Loop Road between the Upper and Lower Terraces.


On the Grand Loop Road 9.5 miles east of Mammoth, Blacktail Plateau Drive (6 miles one-way, mid-July-early Nov.) rolls through higher-elevation terrain with wildlife. Vehicles can only go eastbound, but bicyclists can travel in both directions.


HORSEBACK RIDING


Many companies can help you saddle up in a western tradition. You don’t need cowboy gear, but do wear long pants, sturdy shoes (no sandals), and a hat for sun or wind protection. Children must be 5-8 years old (exact minimum age varies). Per person rates run $40-55 for one hour and $60-75 for two hours. Three-hour and half-day trips cost $110-130, while full-day rides cost $220-230. Make reservations in advance and tip your wrangler 15 percent for day trips, 20 percent for overnights.


Inside the Park


From the Roosevelt Corrals, wranglers lead Saddle Up (Xanterra, 307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com, daily early June-early Sept.) tours. The one-hour ride (departure times vary through summer, $50) goes around sagebrush flats, while the two-hour ride (9:15am daily, $73) makes Lost Lake a destination.
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Trail rides depart from the Roosevelt corrals.





Yellowstone Wilderness Outfitters (406/223-3300, www.yellowstone.ws, daily June-Sept.) guides half-day ($128), full-day ($225), and overnight ($1,400-2,700) pack trips to various park destinations. Guides with degrees in wildlife biology lead rides to places with superb wildlife-watching. The outfitter also partners with a rafting company for a saddle-paddle trip ($170) with horseback portions inside the park.



Outside the Park



Around Gardiner, outfitters guide trail rides in Custer-Gallatin National Forest. Hell’s A-Roaring Outfitters (164 Crevice Rd., Jardine, 406/848-7578, www.hellsaroarinoutfitters.com, daily May-Sept., $45-220) kicks off the annual season on Memorial Day weekend, when ranch staff wrangle their 100 horses through the town streets. From the Johnson ranch, located about six miles north of Gardiner, they lead one-hour, two-hour, half-day, and full-day horseback rides through high sagebrush and grass plains with views into Yellowstone. Overnight rides go into the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. Since they only take reservations via email or phone, it’s easier to book trips online through their partner, Flying Pig Adventure Company (511 Scott St., Gardiner, 866/264-8448, www.flyingpigrafting.com). Flying Pig and four other rafting companies in Gardiner also offer paddle-saddle combo trips ($78-100).


Trail rides from Cooke City tour the Absaroka Mountains. Skyline Guest Ranch (31 Kersey Lake Rd., Cooke City, 406/838-2380 or 877/238-8885, www.flyfishyellowstone.com, Mon.-Sat. June-early Sept., $40-155) leads horseback trail rides for one, two, or three hours; the half-day ride to Rock Island Lake includes lunch. Make reservations up to three days in advance.


WATER SPORTS


Yellowstone National Park does not permit rafting and kayaking inside the park; all Yellowstone River floats take place outside the park in Gardiner.



S Rafting the Yellowstone River



The Yellowstone River (Class I-IV) flows through Gardiner and Yankee Jim Canyon, where wave trains throw up a rolling kick for white-water rafting. Below the canyon, the river settles into a calmer pace, better for scenic floats. While floating, you have an excellent chance of seeing wildlife from the river. Most of the shorter white-water trips are good for families looking for some thrills and splashing, but not a frightening ride.
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The Yellowstone River carries rafters through Yankee Jim Canyon.





There are no raft or kayak rentals available in Gardiner, but if you have your own raft or kayak, you can float the Yellowstone River. No permits are needed. Find the put-in at Queen of the Waters Fishing Access near Gardiner and take-out 7.2 miles downstream at Tom Miner Bridge. For longer floats, river access sites lie every few miles en route to Livingston.



GUIDES



In Gardiner, several rafting companies guide trips May-September on the Yellowstone River. With comparable rates, most offer scenic floats ($42-47), half-day ($42-47) and full-day ($85-95) white-water trips, and paddle-saddle combos ($78-100). For more splash, opt for smaller boats that hold 4-6 paddlers or inflatable kayaks ($10-25 more per person). Rates for children 12 and younger are about $10-20 less. Half-day white-water trips cover eight miles in 2-3 hours and depart multiple times daily. Full-day white-water trips combine rafting and floating with lunch, while covering about 18 miles of river. Life jackets are supplied. In cooler shoulder seasons, companies provide wetsuits, booties, and splash tops. Some include those in the fees; some do not. Professional photographers shoot photos of your raft bouncing through white water; the photos are then available for purchase.


Reservations are recommended, and most companies accept online booking. Some companies may have weight or minimum age restrictions. Plan to tip your river guide 15 percent for day trips and 20 percent for overnights. In addition to the regular rafting lineup, the following companies add specialties:


Flying Pig Adventure Company (511 Scott St., 888/687-1276, www.flyingpigrafting.com) launches behind their camp store down a long stairway to the river. They also run overnight trips ($560).


Montana Whitewater (603 Scott St., 800/799-4465, www.montanawhitewater.com) takes out small boats and inflatable kayaks. Montana Whitewater also has raft-zipline packages ($90-120).


Wild West Rafting (220 W. Park St., 406/848-2252 or 800/862-0557, www.wildwestrafting.com) adds on small boats and inflatable kayaks.


Yellowstone Raft Company (111 2nd St., 406/848-7777 or 800/858-7781, www.yellowstoneraft.com) has sit-on-top kayak options ($60-135).


Fishing


INSIDE THE PARK


In the northern region of the park, multiple rivers harbor wild trout. Gardner River, Slough Creek, Soda Butte Creek, and Lamar River offer iconic places to fly-fish. The deeper, wider, and bigger Yellowstone River adds more pools for casting. Hiking anglers can also find fishing with less pressure on Blacktail Deer Creek, and Hellroaring Creek, but the Trout Lake inlet stream is closed to fishing. Runoff usually clears from streams in early July. With no float tubes permitted, cast from shore or wade-fish. To help native trout conservation, kill all nonnative fish including brook and rainbow trout in the Lamar River drainage above the Lamar River Bridge and Slough Creek drainage above the campground.




[image: image]


Soda Butte Creek attracts anglers for fly-fishing.





For kids, smaller creeks work best for fishing. Take them to the picnic areas at the Gardner River or Lava Creek, or near the campgrounds of Slough, Indian, or Pebble Creeks. Joffe and Trout Lakes are smaller lakes where kids can have fun fishing, too.


Inside Yellowstone, a fishing permit is required for anglers 16 years and older ($18 for three days, $25 seven days, $40 season). For permit information and regulations, see the Essentials chapter.


OUTSIDE THE PARK


Outside Yellowstone, you’ll need a Montana fishing license (http://fwp.mt.gov, $15-31 for residents, $25-81 for nonresidents). For fishing east of Cooke City, you’ll need a Wyoming fishing license (residents: $3 youth, $6 adults daily, $24 adults annual; nonresidents: $15 youth, $14 adults daily, $92 adults annual). For information, see the Essentials chapter.


Guided trips inside the park are wade-fishing; guided raft, drift boat fishing, and powerboat fishing are only outside the park. Trips for 1-2 people cost $375-425 for a half day and $475-525 for a full day. Trips are for beginners through experts; beginners can get lessons. Parks’ Fly Shop (202 S. 2nd St., Gardiner, 406/848-7314, www.parksflyshop.com, daily year-round) has flies, tackle, gear, and Montana fishing licenses. They also guide wade-fishing, float, and powerboat fishing trips. Flying Pig Store and Fly Shop (204 Park St., Gardiner, 888/792-9193, www.flyingpigrafting.com, daily May-mid-Oct.) carries flies, tackle, and gear, rents rods and waders, and sells Yellowstone fishing permits. They also guide wade-fishing, float, and horseback angling trips. The Cooke City Store (101 Main St., Cooke City, 406/838-2234, http://cookecitystore.com) sells tackle and licenses for Montana, Wyoming, and Yellowstone.


Swimming


The natural Boiling River Hot Springs (dawn-dusk midsummer-late spring, free) spills into the Gardner River, where you can soak your cares away. Since the Boiling River water is scalding hot, soak in the Gardner River, where its frigid water tempers the thermally heated stream. Finding the line between the hot and cold is tough; usually one side of your body sizzles while the other freezes. Exercise caution due to temperature extremes, slippery rocks, and strong currents. Please respect this thermal site; you’ll see plenty of wear from abuse. Swimsuits are required. Suit up before you go as changing facilities are not available. Bring a towel and water shoes.
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soaking in the Gardner River





Located midway between Gardiner and Mammoth, find the unmarked turnoff to the Boiling River Trailhead on the east side of U.S. Highway 89, about 200 feet south of the bridge over the Gardner River. Hike 0.5 mile to two stair-step entrances and the soaking area.


THRILL SPORTS


At Yellowstone Ranch, Yellowstone Zip (603 Scott St., Gardiner, 800/799-4465, www.yellowstonezip.com, June-Aug., $60-100 adults, $10 less for kids) has zipline tours whizzing through the forest and tiptoeing along sky bridges. The longest lines fly 1,200 feet and the highest is 200 feet. Rates include the shuttle from the meeting location at Montana Whitewater to the historic ranch outside Gardiner. The company also packages rafting with ziplining.


WINTER SPORTS


Cross-Country Skiing and Snowshoeing


Winter transforms Yellowstone into a prime cross-country ski and snowshoe locale. All unplowed roads become trails, which allows for experiencing them differently than in summer. With the exception of the plowed road between Gardiner, Mammoth, and Cooke City, all other roads closed to wheeled vehicles are open for skiing. Some have snowcoach and snowmobile traffic. Winter trail maps are located online (www.nps.gov/yell) and at Albright Visitor Center.


Around Mammoth Hot Springs, Upper Terrace Loop, Bunsen Peak Trail, and Blacktail Plateau Trail are groomed for cross-country skiing. Other trails for skiers are the Snow Pass, Sheepeater, and Indian Creek-Bighorn Loop trails. Warming huts sit at the Indian Creek and Upper Terrace Trailheads. Parking to access all trails is at Upper Terrace Loop and the lower Bunsen Peak Trailhead. The Old Gardiner Road Trail, located behind the hotel, and Upper Terrace Loop provide good snowshoeing.


By parking at Petrified Tree or Tower Junction, skiers and snowshoers can tour the Lost Lake Trail or ski 2.3 miles up Grand Loop Road to Tower Fall.


In the northeast corner of Yellowstone, unplowed roads and snow-buried trails provide touring routes. The Barronette and Bannock Trails parallel Soda Butte Creek, the latter trail connected with an unplowed road that runs between Silver Gate and Cooke City.


RENTALS


In Mammoth Hot Springs, find winter gear rentals in the Bear Den Ski Shop (7:30am-5pm daily mid-Dec.-Feb.). You can rent gear for a half day, full day, or three days for $2-22 per item: snowshoes, gaiters, cross-country skis, poles, ski boots, and Yaktrax. A full-day ski package costs $27. The shop offers repairs, wax, and lessons. In Gardiner, Parks’ Fly Shop (202 S. 2nd St., 406/848-7314, www.parksflyshop.com, $15-30 per day) rents cross-country ski and snowshoe packages.


SHUTTLES AND TOURS


From Mammoth, ski shuttles (Xanterra, 307/344-7311 or 866/439-7375, www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com, Sat.-Sun. mid-Dec.-Feb., $38 each way, kids half price) go to Indian Creek. Catch the snowcoach both directions for skiing Indian Creek Trails or one way to ski back to Mammoth.


Park naturalists guide two-hour snowshoe tours (Sun. late Dec.-Feb., free) around Upper Terrace Drive in winter. Yellowstone Forever Institute (406/848-2400, www.yellowstone.org) offers expert-led educational ski and snowshoe trips starting from Gardiner, Mammoth, or Lamar Valley. Private tours, one-day, and multiday programs are available with varied rates.


Snowmobiling


Yellowstone’s snowmobile season runs mid-December-early March with travel only on roads. Inside the park at Mammoth, the most popular route departs from the snowmobile staging area at the Upper Terrace Trailhead and travels the Grand Loop Road south to Old Faithful or Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. Outside the park from Cooke City, snowmobilers travel the snow-buried Beartooth Highway (U.S. Hwy. 212) and other forest roads December-May. Snowmobiling in the Custer-Gallatin and Shoshone National Forests is not restricted to roadways.




[image: image]


Snowmobile tours launch from Mammoth Hot Springs.






GUIDED TOURS



From Mammoth, Yellowstone Year-Round Safaris (905 Scott St., 406/848-7311 or 800/828-9080, www.yellowstoneyearroundsafaris.com, $315-360 per machine) leads full-day snowmobile tours. Rates include helmets, snowmobile suits, gloves, shuttles, and trail lunches; fees do not include park entrance or tips for guides (15 percent). Daily tours head to Old Faithful or Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.


SELF-GUIDED


To snowmobile without a guide, you must enter the permit lottery (www.recreation.gov, early Sept.-early Oct.). Regulations for trips and machine types are online (www.nps.gov/yell). Rentals ($200-250) include snowsuits and helmets. They also have age limits and license requirements. Avalanche gear (beacons, probes, shovels, and airbags) usually costs $50. In Gardiner, rent from Yellowstone Year-Round Safaris. In Cooke City, rent snowmobiles from Cooke City Motorsports (203 Eaton St., 406/838-2231, www.cookecitymotorsports.com).
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Location Price Season Amenities

GrassyLakeRoad  JohnD. free June-Sept. primitive campsites
Rockefeller,
Jr. Memorial
Parkway
Lizard Creek John D. $23 June-early Sept. campsites
Rockefeller,
Jr.Memorial
Parkway
Headwaters John D. $3875 June-Sept. Campsites,
Campground &RV Rockefeller, RVhookups,
Jr.Memorial camping cabins
Parkway
Headwaters John D. $227-330  June-Sept. motel rooms,
Lodge & Cabins Rockefeller, cabins, camper
atFlagg Ranch Jr.Memorial cabins, restaurant
Parkway
Colter Bay Colter Bay $30-75 mid-May-Oct. Campsites, RV.
Campground hookups
Colter Bay Colter Bay 7275 late May-earlySept. tentcabins
TentVillage
ColterBayCabins  ColterBay $175280  late May-earlyOct.  cabins
JacksonLakeLodge Jacksonlake  $320-835 lateMay-carlyOct. hotel rooms,

cottages, restaurant

Signal Mountain  Signal Mountain  $31-52 mid-May-mid-Oct.  campsites
Campground

Signal Mountain  Signal Mountain  $211-430  mid-May-mid-Oct. motelrooms, cabins,
Lodge restaurants

Jenny Lake Jenny Lake 28 earlyMay-lateSept tent-only campsites
Campground

JennyLakeLodge JennyLake $758-1,050 June-early Oct. cabins, restaurant
Gros Ventre Moose $28-52 carly May-carlyOct.  Campsites, RV.
Campground elec. hookups
Dornan's Spur Moose $200-360  May-Oct.and Dec-Mar. cabins, restaurants
Ranch Cabins

TriangleXRanch  MoosetoMoran ratesvary  mid-May-mid-Oct.and dude ranch

late Dec.-mid-Mar.
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Location Price Season Amenities
Mammoth Mammoth $20 year-round campsites.
Campground Hot Springs
Mammoth Hot Mammoth $100-290, late Apr.-early Oct,;  hotel rooms,
Springs Hotel Hot Springs suites $560  mid-Dec-early Mar. ~ cabins, restaurant
Tower Fall Tower-Roosevelt ~ $15 late May-late Sept. campsites
Campground
Roosevelt Lodge Tower-Roosevelt  $96-155 early June-early Sept. cabins, restaurant
and Cabins
Slough Creek Northeast $15 mid-June-early Sept. campsites
Campground Entrance
Pebble Creek Northeast 15 mid-June-late Sept.  campsites
Campground Entrance
Madison Campground Madison 525 May-mid-Oct. campsites
Indian Creek Mammoth 15 mid-June-mid-Sept  campsites
Campground to Norris
Norris Campground  Norris $20 mid-May-late Sept.  campsites
0ld Faithful Lodge Old Faithful $96-160 mid-May-early Oct. _cabins, restaurant
Snow Lodge Old Faithful $123-325 late Apr-mid-Oct; hotel rooms, cabins,
mid-Dec-Feb. restaurants
Old Faithful Inn Old Faithful $144-335, early May-mid-Oct. hotel rooms,
suites restaurants
$670-715
Canyon Campground  Canyon Village $30 late May-late Sept.  campsites, showers
Canyon Lodge Canyon Village $175-330, late May-late Sept.  hotel rooms, cabins,
and Cabins suites $625 restaurants
Fishing Bridge RV Park  Fishing Bridge $50 early May-late Sept. RV hookups
Bridge Bay Lake Village 525 late May-early Sept.  campsites, marina
Campground
Lake Lodge Cabins Lake Village $95-235 early June-late Sept.  motel rooms,
cabins, restaurant
Lake Yellowstone Lake Village $190-550, mid-May-early Oct.  hotel rooms,
Hotel and Cabins suites cabins, restaurant
$740-890
GrantVillage Grant Village $30 mid-June-mid-Sept.  campsites
Campground
GrantVillageLodge  GrantVillage 5255 late May-late Sept. hotel rooms,
restaurants
Lewis Lake South Entrance $15 mid-June-Oct. campsites

Campground

Road
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Trail Effort lance Duration Features

Wraith Falls Easy 0.8mirt 45 min waterfall

TroutLake Trail Easy 1.2mirt Thr lake

LostLake Loop Moderate 4mirt 25hr lake, petrified
tree, waterfall

GarnetHill Moderate 8mirt 4hr wildlife & views

Narrowsofthe  Moderate 4mirt 25hr scenery &

Yellowstone hot springs

River

SloughCreek  Moderate 4mirt 3hr fishing

Grizzly Lake Moderate 4.2mirt 3hr lake

BeaverPond  Moderate Smione-way  25hr scenery

Loop

Hellroaring  Moderately 4mirt 3hr scenery, fishing

Creek strenuous

Specimen Ridge Strenuous 3mirt 3-4hr petrified trees

Bunsen Peak Strenuous 4.2-11.6 mirt 3-7hr views, waterfall

and Osprey Falls

Blacktail Strenuous Zamirt 4-5hr scenery

Deer Creek

Sepulcher Strenuous 12.5mirt 7hr views

Mountain

Black Canyon of Strenuous 13.5-16.9 mi rt 7-9hr river

the Yellowstone
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