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CHAPTER 1

 Mad about Planes

Neil Armstrong was born in Wapakoneta, Ohio, USA in 1930. Not many people could afford to fly in aeroplanes…
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…so who could have dreamed that one day, Neil would fly all the way to the Moon?


 


When he was very young, Neil’s father took him to see the National Air Races in Cleveland.
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Neil loved aeroplanes and he dreamt about flying in one.


 

Then, when he was only six years old, Neil’s dream came true.

 

His father took him for an aeroplane ride. The aircraft they flew in was made of metal.

 

Everyone called it the Tin Goose.
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Sitting next to his father, Neil listened to the roar of the engines and gazed through the window at the streets and houses far below.



 


From that moment on, Neil wanted to be a pilot.
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Neil was shy and wasn’t very good at sport, but he loved music and reading.
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