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Introduction


National 5 French


The National 5 French course aims to enable you to develop the ability to read, listen, talk and write in French, that is, to understand and use French, and to apply your knowledge and understanding of the language.


The course offers the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in the real-life contexts of society, learning, employability and culture.


How the course is graded


The course assessment will take the form of a performance (worth 30 marks) and three question papers (worth 70 marks) through which you will demonstrate your listening, reading and writing skills in French.




•  The performance will be a presentation and discussion with your teacher, which will be recorded and marked by your teacher.


•  The three question papers will take the form of a written exam that you will sit in May; this book will help you practise for this.





The exam papers


Reading and Writing




•  Exam time: 1 hour 30 minutes


•  Total marks: 50 (split between Reading: 30 marks and Writing: 20 marks)


•  Weighting in final grade: 50%


•  What you have to do: read three passages of just under 200 words each, and answer questions about them in English; one of the questions will require you to identify the overall purpose of the text.


•  Write 120–150 words in French in the form of an email, applying for a job or work placement: there will be six bullet points for you to address.


•  You will be able to use a dictionary throughout this part.





Listening




•  Exam time: 25 minutes


•  Total marks: 20


•  Weighting in final grade: 20%


•  You will hear two passages; each one three times.


•  What you have to do: part 1 – listen to a monologue in French, and answer questions about it in English; part 2 – listen to a short dialogue in French, and answer questions in English.


•  The final question in the monologue will ask you to identify the overall purpose of the passage.


•  You will not have a dictionary for this part of the exam.






How to improve your mark!


Every year, examiners notice the same kind of mistakes being made, and they also regularly come across some excellent work. They give advice in the three key areas of reading, listening and writing to help students do better. Here are some key points from their advice.


Reading


Make sure that your answers include specific details from the Reading paper. Pick out details from longer chunks of language, rather than focusing on individual words. Read the whole passage, then pick out the key points, using the questions as a guide as to where to look. Detailed answers are generally required, so pay particular attention to words like assez, très, trop, vraiment and to negatives. Make sure you get the details of numbers, days, times and so on right.


Take care when using dictionaries where a word has more than one meaning. Learn to choose the correct meaning from a list of meanings in a dictionary. Know how verb endings work, as this will help you use your dictionary.


Beware of faux amis: journée means ‘day’, not ‘journey’; appelé means ‘called’, not ‘appealed’; histoire will often mean ‘story’, for instance!


In responding to the questions in the Reading papers, you should be guided by the number of points awarded for each question. You should give as many details in your answer as you can, as long as you are sure they are correct. However, you should not put down everything in the original text, as you are wasting time. The question itself usually indicates the amount of information required by stating this in bold, for example, ‘State (any) two things.’ Often there are more than two possibilities, but choose the two you are happiest with and stick to them. Don’t try to give alternatives, just choose the correct number of responses. It is only worth giving extra answers if you are unsure which answer is correct.


You should re-read your answers to make sure that they make sense and that your English expression is as good as it can be, but you do not have to write in sentences.


Listening


This is the hardest paper to do well in, and it is the one that improves most with practice. So use the listening items in this book several times, to get used to the format of the exam. Audio files for all the Listening transcripts in this book can be found at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/updatesandextras. The dialogues are particularly worth practising.


Make sure you read the questions carefully before you start to listen, as this will help greatly. Underline key words in the questions before you start, and write notes between the listenings and during the second listening.


Not giving enough detail is still a major reason for candidates losing marks. Many answers are correct as far as they go, but are not sufficiently detailed to score marks. The same rules as for Reading apply.


You hear each of the listening texts three times, so make use of the third listening to check the accuracy and specific details of your answers.


Be sure you are able to give accurate answers through confident knowledge of numbers, common adjectives, weather expressions, prepositions and question words, so that some of the ‘easier’ points of information are not lost through lack of sufficiently accurate details.


In responding to the questions in the Listening papers, you should be guided by the number of points awarded for each question, and by the wording of the question. You should give as many details in your answer as you can, but you should not write down everything you hear. The question itself usually indicates the amount of information required by marking this in bold, for example, ‘State (any) two things.’ Don’t try to give alternatives, just choose the correct number of responses. It is only worth giving extra answers if you are unsure which answer is correct.
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