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Introduction



Reading unlocks the world. Reading newspaper and magazine articles provides you with valuable information about what is going on around you, reading letters and diary extracts allows you to share the thoughts and experiences of other people, and reading stories and poems unlocks your imagination and lets you fly freely to places, spaces and times you may never be able to visit in real life. And being able to retrieve and summarise what you have read, to understand the structure and purpose of a text and why an author has used the language they have used, and to infer meaning and make deductions from what you have read are the keys to reading. In turn, reading helps you learn how to speak, how to listen and how to write; how to communicate your own thoughts, feelings and ideas with those around you.


This series adopts a skills-based approach to teaching English. This means that you will be introduced to a skill, such as the comprehension skill of inference or how to write a descriptive passage, and you will return to it throughout Years 3 to 6, getting better and better at it over time. This series also fulfils the requirements of both the ISEB English Syllabus and the National Curriculum at Key Stage 2.


The answers are available as a PDF download from the Galore Park website: English Year 5 Answers (ISBN 9781471889264). The answers download also contains suggested reading lists for each chapter, as well as tables to show how each chapter of this book relates to the ISEB 11+ English syllabus and the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum.


Notes on features


Throughout this series you will come across the following features that are designed to help you:
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Skill focus


This box will tell you which comprehension skill each chapter focuses on and explains which aspect of the skill you will be learning about.
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This feature indicates that there is a reading list of books related to the theme of each chapter. These reading lists can be found in English Year 5 Answers (available as a PDF download from the Galore Park website).
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Boxes like this contain questions, which give you opportunities to practise your skills. In this book you will come across questions to help you:





•  practise your comprehension skills



•  practise using grammar correctly



•  practise using punctuation correctly



•  practise your spelling



•  develop your vocabulary



•  practise your writing skills.
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Speaking and listening


Speaking and listening activities, which help you develop your speaking and listening skills, have a special box all of their own.
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1 Back to nature
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Skill focus: Retrieval and summary


In this chapter you will learn how to identify and answer questions that require you to find information within a text. You will also learn how to combine information that you have collected from different parts of the text and explain it in a shorter, more concise, way.
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A reading list of books about the rainforest can be found in English Year 5 Answers.
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Comprehension


Retrieval questions


Usually, the first questions in a comprehension exercise will require you to find information from a text. This is known as retrieval and, often, you are awarded one mark for each piece of information you find. These questions are asked so that you can show your basic understanding of what you have read.


Look for the following phrases to spot retrieval questions:





•  Who is …?



•  Where did …?



•  How many …?



•  List …



•  What is …?





Sometimes the retrieval questions ask you to list or find a certain number of things. Make sure you find enough examples.


In order to answer retrieval questions effectively you need to do the following:





•  Identify what the question is asking about to help you find the information. For example, the answers to ‘Who …?’ questions will need a name of a person and ‘Where …?’ questions will require a place as an answer.



•  Identify how many pieces of information you are being asked for.



•  If the question doesn’t direct you to a specific section of the text, scan the text to find the relevant part.



•  Look for words and phrases related to the question to find the precise answer. For example, if the question asks who did something, you will be looking for that action and some names. If it asks what time it was, you will be looking for numbers or words relating to time such as ‘evening’, ‘morning’ or ‘o’clock’.





Summary questions


You may also be asked to summarise several pieces of information and so you may need to look at different parts of the text. When you summarise something, you need to find information, as you do for a retrieval question, and then you need to shorten what you have found by writing down only the key points. Often you are asked to summarise information in your own words.


Look for the following phrases to spot summary questions:





•  Summarise …



•  Describe in your own words …





In order to answer summary questions effectively you need to:





1  Identify what you are being asked to summarise.



2  Work out whether the question asks you to use your own words.



3  Scan the text to find the paragraphs or sections that will help you.



4  Re-read the relevant parts of the text and work out what you think is most important. Only include the most important information or ideas in your summary.



5  If you are giving the answer in your own words, use synonyms (different words with the same meaning). For example, ‘cold’ might become ‘chilly’ and ‘tall’ might become ‘towering’.





Here is an example of some retrieval and summary questions:
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Deep in the forest, Amina could hear an orchestra of sounds. Birds’ harmonies filled the air, leaves rustled in the gentle breeze, mud squelched beneath her feet. She could even hear her own breathing echoing in her head. Towering trees and ferns provided shade from the blazing Sun, high in the midday sky. Beneath her feet the ground was soft from the previous night’s rain and she slipped and slid. Colourful blossoms provided a habitat for beautiful insects and butterflies and occasionally Amina caught a glimpse of mischievous monkeys chasing each other through the treetops. Despite the unfamiliar surroundings, Amina had a deep sense of peace and contentment. She had dreamed of exploring this forest for years and here she was. Finally.
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Suddenly she heard an almighty crack. Perhaps she wasn’t alone after all. She set off in the direction of the sound to investigate, her bold actions belying her trepidation.
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1  Where was Amina? (1 mark)


    This is a simple retrieval question and doesn’t require you to use your own words. The word highlighted in red gives the answer. For 1 mark, you only need to state the place; no explanation is required.



2  List three different sounds that Amina could hear. (3 marks)


    This question specifically asks for three sounds. There are more, as you can see from the yellow highlighting, but you need only list three. Make sure you choose only sounds, as this is the focus of the question.



3  Describe the forest in your own words. (4 marks)


    This question requires you to summarise what the forest is like, using your own vocabulary to show that you really understand. Think of synonyms for the words highlighted in green to help you. Make sure you refer to four aspects of the forest as the question is worth 4 marks. Your answer might look like this:


    The forest was full of different noises, some made by animals. (1 mark) There was some wind and it was bright and sunny. (1 mark) The ground was damp and muddy from precipitation (1 mark) and a wide range of animals was visible in the trees. (1 mark)
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Now try to answer the questions yourself, using full sentences and quotations where necessary.
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This next passage will give you a chance to practise your retrieval and summary skills. You will also be able to practise some other question types. Retrieval and summary questions are in bold.
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  4    Who or what do you think Stella is? (1 mark)


  5    Describe the setting of this text in your own words. (4 marks)



  6    What happened when the narrator called for his parents? (2 marks)



  7    How did the narrator survive the journey between the boat and the beach? (2 marks)



  8    What is the difference between how the narrator feels and how Stella feels? Refer to the text in your answer. (3 marks)


  9    How did Stella react to the howling sound? (3 marks)




10    Did the narrator know what the howling was? Refer to the text in your answer. (2 marks)




11    Give a definition for each of the following words as used in the passage:







      (a) unconcerned (line 14) (1 mark)


      (b) galloping (line 15) (1 mark)


      (c) menacing (line 20) (1 mark)
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Now try this comprehension exercise. Identify which questions require you to retrieve or summarise information before you start.
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12    Where do the Yanomami people live? (1 mark)



13    What is a yano? (2 marks)



14    How does the rainforest help the Yanomami people to survive? (3 marks)



15    List three things from the forest that the Yanomami people use to change their appearance. (3 marks)



16    In your own words, describe a typical day for Zeca. (4 marks)



17    Why is Zeca’s mother worried? (3 marks)



18    Would you like to live with the Yanomami people? Refer closely to the text in your answer. (4 marks)
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Speaking and listening





19    Imagine you are a journalist visiting the Yanomami people. Create a list of questions to ask Zeca and her mother about their lives and act out an interview. Take it in turns to be the journalist and the interviewee.
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Speaking and listening





20    Look at the statement, ‘The people of the rainforest should be left to live in peace’. With a partner, decide who will argue for and who will argue against. Take some time to make a few notes about your side of the argument before you begin. Now stand opposite each other and play Argument Tennis, batting arguments back and forth verbally. Try not to repeat yourself and challenge yourself to come up with as many different ideas as possible.
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Grammar


When you are writing persuasively, it is important to explain your statements and give reasons why your points are valid. This gives your writing more authority and makes it more believable and therefore more persuasive. One way to do this is to use relative clauses. For example:




There are many conservation charities, which aim to protect our rainforests.





Relative clauses


Relative clauses begin with the following words:


who      which      whose      that


Relative clauses are used to add extra information or to clarify something further. For example:




The Amazon Rainforest, which covers over half of the land mass in Brazil, is in danger.





Remember to use ‘who’ for people and ‘what’, ‘which’ or ‘that’ for non-living things:




David Attenborough, who is a famous naturalist, has made many documentaries about the rainforests.





Note the use of commas to separate the relative clause when it comes in the middle of a sentence. The relative clause can also come at the end of the sentence:




The rainforest gives us cocoa to make chocolate, which is enjoyed all over the world.
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21    Copy and complete these sentences, adding in the missing relative pronoun:







      (a) There are trees in the rainforest ________ grow to over 80 metres high and provide shade and shelter.


      (b) The Rainforest, ________ future is under threat, must be preserved at all costs.
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‘Then came the howling again from the trees, and the hackles went up on Stella’s
neck. She charged up the beach barking and barking, until she was sure she had
silenced the last of the echoes. It was a musical, plaintive howling this time, not at
all menacing. I thought I recognised it. I had heard howling like it once before on
avisit to London Zoo. Gibbons, ‘funky gibbons, my father had called them. T still
don’t know why to this day. But I loved the sound of the word ‘funky’. Perhaps that
was why I remembered what they were. ‘It’s only gibbons, I told Stella, ‘just funky
gibbons. They won't hurt us. But I couldn’t be at all sure I was right.

From Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo
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cotton to make the aprons and waistbands that we wear, and there’s a forest plant
called urucu that provides the red dye we paint on our faces and bodies to make
ourselves look beautiful. We use brightly-coloured flowers and feathers to adorn our
heads and arms, and shells from the riverside to make necklaces.

Days are mostly like one another, except for the special times when we go to a
neighbouring yano for a feast. I wake with the sun, but there’s no rush to get up;
maybe I'll eat some papaya fruit, and then get back into the hammock until the
family are up and about. Most days I go to the gardens with my mother to help
with the weeding, and we make trips out into the forest where she shows me which
wild fruit and berries are good to eat. She has taught me everything I know: how
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to thread necklaces, where to find crabs and crayfish by the riverside, how to make
bread from the vegetable called manioc.

Yet my mother seems worried. The other adults talk of the foreigners who have
come with huge machines to cut down trees not far from our village. They brought
diseases with them, which killed some Yanomami in a nearby yano. We hope they
don’t come here. They would spoil everything

From Rainforest by Tony Allan
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again for my mother and my father. I called until the tears came and I could call no
more, until I knew there was no point. I stood there for some time trying to work
out how I had got here, how it was that Id survived. I had such confused memories,
of being picked up, of being on board the Peggy Sue. But I knew now I couldn’t have
been. I must have dreamed it, dreamed the whole thing. I must have clung to my

football and kept myself afloat until I was washed up. I thought of my football then,
but it was nowhere to be seen.

Stella, of course, was unconcerned about all the whys and wherefores. She kept

bringing me sticks to throw and would go galloping after them into the sea without a
care in the world.
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Zeca’s world

In this passage you will find out about the life of a young girl who lives in the
Amazon rainforest.

Zeca is 15 years old and lives in the Amazon rainforest. She belongs to the
Yanomami people, who occupy a vast belt of almost uninterrupted woodland
near the Brazil-Venezuela border. Her days are spent in and around the yano, the
ring-shaped communal house which she and her parents share with a dozen other
families.

“The rainforest is our home, the only one we know. It gives us all we need - food to
eat, medicines when we are sick, wood and palm fronds to build the yano. We grow
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Stranded

This passage comes from a book about a young boy who is sailing around the
world with his family. At this point in the story, he has been swept overboard
during a storm and separated from his parents.

T sat up. I was on a beach, a broad white sweep of sand, with trees growing thick and lush
behind me right down to the beach. Then I saw Stella prancing about in the shallows. T
called her and she came bounding up out of the sea to greet me, her tail circling wildly.
‘When all the leaping and licking and hugging were done, I struggled to my feet.

T was weak all over. I looked all about me. The wide blue sea was as empty as the
cloudless sky above. No Peggy Sue. No boat. Nothing. No one. I called again and
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