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Introduction


Years ago, if you said or did something stupid or embarrassing, it would have remained relatively private and would soon have been forgotten.


Now, thanks to advances in technology, every cringe-making remark that we make online is not only preserved for the rest of eternity but also instantly available for the whole world to see!


In the old days, if we wanted to moan about the shortcomings of our boss we’d do it behind closed doors, but now we sound off in an email and get so carried away we don’t realize we’ve hit ‘reply all’ before sending it. And, sod’s law being what it is, the person we’ve been slagging off is right there at the top of the recipients list.


When we think we’re doing a great service to mankind by writing a product review for something we’ve just bought online we forget that there’s no spellchecker pointing out that ‘satnav’ does not have an ‘h’ in it or that Dolly Parton’s surname does not start with an ‘f’.


And that’s quite apart from the myriad errors of grammar, punctuation and other sorts that litter our masterworks.


If we take to social networking we may forget that our 1,300 ‘friends’ are not remotely interested in where exactly on our body we found an interesting new spot or how many Negroni cocktails we consume before breakfast. Our future employers, of course, may well be very interested several years down the line when we apply for a job – especially if it’s with the police or the Church of England.


Then there are those innocent searches for information. When we ask a silly question, such as: ‘What is the main ingredient for pumpkin soup?’ or ‘How did Fats Domino get his nickname?’, we will be for ever remembered as ‘that idiot’ who posted the question on a website and ended up in a book such as this.


Luckily, we are not the only fools out there. How long is it since you had one of those emails from a multimillionaire asking you to look after a few million for him? Naturally, all you have to do is give him all your bank details, including your password, and Bob’s your uncle – or he would be if he hadn’t scarpered with all your cash.


But your suspicions would have been aroused by his curious name, ‘King Sir Bountiful Smith III’, or the fact that although he has singled you out as a trustee for his fortune he does not appear to know your name, but simply addresses you as ‘Dear’.


You may have had an email purporting to be from your bank, asking for your ‘parsword’. Apart from not being able to spell ‘password’ they also appear to be unable to spell the name of the bank they are writing from. Although educational standards may have slipped in recent years, you would imagine that genuine employees of Lloyds Bank would know that the name begins with two ‘l’s.


Perhaps it’s comforting to know that whatever stupid thing you may have said online has been topped by something far worse. If ignorance is bliss, some of these people must be in a permanent state of delirious ecstasy.


So join us as we find the people who put the twit in Twitter and the mess in instant message.


George Orwell was wrong: Big Brother isn’t watching you but, thanks to the Internet, everybody else in the world is!




Stupid Questions and
Stupid Answers


We’ve all asked some daft questions in our time, haven’t we? Whether it’s seeking directions to a road we’re already in, or enquiring after the health of someone who is at the time ill in hospital, or perhaps musing on who put the bomp in the bomp ah bomp bah bomp.


But the Internet has taken stupid questions to a whole new level. While at one time we would only have been thought stupid by the handful of people who heard us ask why you never hear West Indians speak Jamaican, now it is possible to be ridiculed by half the population of the world.


If you manage to come out with something spectacularly stupid you may even find that it’s ‘gone viral’. Meaning, of course, that every person who sees your stupid comment will pass it on to ten friends, who will in turn each send it to ten friends, and so on until very soon you are the laughing stock of the entire planet!


And it’s not just daft questions you have to worry about, it’s daft answers too. When somebody looking for investment advice asks if anyone can recommend the best bond and you say, ‘Well, Sean Connery for the action but Roger Moore for the humour’, the world will have you marked down as a bit of a plonker – especially if you are employed as a financial adviser at the time.


But, however spectacularly you mess up, there will be someone else who has done it ten times worse. And perhaps that’s the beauty of the Internet and its exposure of the dotty, daft or demented; you will realize that you are not the most stupid person in the world. There are dozens, perhaps thousands, or even millions, of people out there who make you look like a cross between Albert Einstein and Shakespeare.


So, get that stupidometer ready . . .!


Stupid Questions and Stupid Answers:


Science and Technology


What percentage of water is celery?


They told us at school that celery basically has nothing in it and really it’s just all water. So exactly what percentage of water is celery?


How do i turn my computer monitor into a mirror?


i want to turn my computer monitor so when it comes on the screen is like a mirror. does anyone know if you can do that? i have tried just scanning a mirror but that doesn’t work.


How does anyone know the names of dinosaurs?


There was no people alive when dinosaurs were around. so how did anyone ever find out what they were called?


Can an electric fan blow the particles from a wireless signal?


I’m having trouble with the connection in my room and it’s quite a big fan so I’m wondering if it’s blown away all the wireless stuff in the air.


Where can you buy photosynthesis?


I am growing some seeds in my bedroom and my dad says i need to get some photosynthesis coz my plant only has 2 leaves on it. but where can I buy photosynthesis? and how much does it cost (for each photosynthesi)?


What’s the big deal with global warming?


If the temperature goes up can’t we just wear less clothes and maybe turn on the air conditioning if it gets relly bad?


What was on the Internet before it was discovered?


What sorts of websites did it have when it was discovered?


If the earth is really 4 billion years old, why is it still only the year 2013?


Was oxygen really only discovered in 1783? And if so what the hell were people breathing before that?


What are we going to do to get ice after global warming?


Will we have to invent something else to make our drinks cold?


How many horizons are there?


If we’re 98% water why do we need to drink anything?


How can a temperature be minus anything? If it’s minus it doesn’t exist does it?


Does anyone know if looking at pictures of the sun will damage my eyes?


Why doesn’t the Earth just like fall down?


How do they know the sun is 93 million miles away – has anyone ever actually measured it?


What does light years mean? Are they like the opposite of heavy years?


Dwayne J:


Hey! How come there’s no air conditioning App on the iPhone?!


Perez T:


Sure there’s a fan app on the iPhone, dumbass! This is how it works:


1.   Take your iPhone in one hand;


2.   Shake it back and forth as fast as possible in front of your face;


3.   Enjoy cool refreshing breeze.
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Stupid Questions and Stupid Answers:


Animals


Who first invented the idea of milking cows for milk?


I’m guessing the guy involved must have been some kind of cow abuser.


Could I have killed my cat by farting on it?


Or was it just the fact that I sat on it?


Is there something wrong with me if I keep watching my dog licking his willy?
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