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“A twirl-tastic read that pulls you into the world of dance.”

Alice, 9
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“I couldn’t stop reading it, and I loved the pictures too!”

Olivia, 6
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“A brilliant book. Loved it!”

Teah, 6
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“I loved imagining Bella doing all her dancing.”

Rachel, 6
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“I would recommend this book to all children who enjoy dancing!”

Ma’ayan, 9
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[image: images] Which three words best describe the showdance to you?

 

Musical, heartfelt and dynamic.

 

[image: images] How old were you when you discovered you loved to dance?

 

Three – I remember watching my older siblings dance until I was old enough to join in!

 

[image: images] Did you go to a special dance academy like Bella?

 

I started training at a dance school and had lessons at the age of five – just like Bella.

 

[image: images] How old were you when you won your first dance competition?

 

I was five and I was undefeated for five years in modern Latin and new vogue. I went on my first international trip to Asia to represent my country when I was eight – it was so exciting!

 

[image: images] What is your favourite dance and why?

 

I love the waltz because when I dance it makes me feel like a princess. It’s a very captivating dance with a constant flowing movement across the dance floor. The soft, emotional music and being lead by my partner is like being in a fairytale.

 

Turn the page to find out how Bella learns to dance the showdance …
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As Bella walked into the dance studio, she had to shake off a twinge of sadness. In a few weeks her second term at the Strictly Dance Academy would be over and she’d have a month away from dancing and her friends.

She couldn’t believe she’d been here for two whole terms – she’d learned so much and had lots of amazing experiences!

Bella broke into a grin as she thought of them. How could she be sad when she was so lucky? I must make the most of every last minute of term, she told herself as she waved at her best friends Sofia and Natalie as they came in the door.

“I am seriously nervous,” Natalie announced in her American drawl as she dropped her bag next to Bella. She picked up one of her legs and stretched it out behind her.

“Why?” Bella asked.

“Are you kidding?” Natalie shook her head. “I can’t believe you’ve forgotten the most important audition of our life is coming up!”

“Not that you’re being dramatic about it or anything,” Sofia said, rolling her eyes at Bella. Bella tried to laugh but her stomach lurched at the reminder of the audition. The new series of Strictly Come Dancing was about to begin and four couples from the academy were going to be picked to dance on it – live on television!
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Bella felt a ripple of goosebumps at the back of her neck as she tried to imagine what it would be like to dance on the same show as the professional dancers. It really would be a dream come true! But there was no time for dreaming now because their teacher, Miss Anna, had swept into the room.

“Rrrrrright, everrryone!” Miss Anna clapped her hands. “My students in Russia are always working hard and so must you!”

Natalie groaned. “I hope she doesn’t make us do as much as yesterday – even my toenails are aching!”

Sofia laughed as they moved forward towards Miss Anna. “She’s just trying to teach us as much as possible before the audition.”

Veronica appeared at their side as they took their places. “Well I think she’s overworking us,” she said. “Some of us are already at a professional standard and don’t need to go over and over every single little thing.”

Natalie, Sofia and Bella exchanged a glance. Veronica had been a complete diva for most of the their time at the academy so far. She’d been much nicer for a while after she and Bella had been picked to dance with the super-famous singer Britney Sparkle. However it looked like she had gone right back to her old ways …

I’m glad Miss Anna keeps going over everything, thought Bella as the music for their latest routine started. I need all the practice I can get! Bella was never able to forget that she was the least experienced of all the academy dancers. While most of the others had been in training for years before they got in to the dance academy, Bella had only ever done after-school clubs. She was at the academy down to her sheer hard work – and because Bella had remembered her dad’s advice – Dance like nobody’s watching!

 

By the end of the dance session, everyone was out of breath and aching all over. Bella didn’t think Miss Anna had ever pushed them so hard before. But it was worth all the effort when she came up to Bella at the end of the class. “Well done, Bella, you are a good worker. It is a very important quality in a dancer. It’s the key to success.”

Bella was so thrilled she thought she might actually be glowing! Sofia gave her a nudge as Miss Anna walked away. “Well done,” she said. “When Miss Anna says something like that she really means it.”

Veronica sniffed. “Or perhaps she’s just trying to make her feel better about not having some of the other qualities that dancers need – like talent.” Bella took a sharp breath. Veronica always knew how to make her feel seriously insecure.
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But as usual, Natalie jumped to her defence. “I think Bella’s already proved how talented she is,” she said. “Or maybe you’ve forgotten how she was picked to dance with the lead singer of New Ride, or when she was the one to dance with the most famous film star ever, or when—”

“OK, OK,” snapped Veronica. “I get the idea.”

“Good,” said Natalie. “Come on, Bella, let’s go get some tea.”
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Bella flashed a grateful smile at Natalie and Sofia as they walked towards the door. She was so lucky to have friends who were always there to stick up for her.

“Wait a moment, everyone!” Miss Anna called.

Bella turned back with the others as Miss Anna stepped forward.

“I have an announcement to make about the auditions.”

A buzz of excitement raced through Bella as she waited for Miss Anna to go on.

“After lunch, a list will be put up in the foyer,” Miss Anna said. “We have put you all into couples for the Strictly television auditions. The auditions will be the hardest thing you have done at the academy so far. You will need to learn a different routine every day this week, doing every kind of dance you have learned over the past term.” She smiled at them all. “We will be putting you through your paces!”
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