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Francesca Simon spent her childhood on the beach in California, and then went to Yale and Oxford Universities to study medieval history and literature. She now lives in London with her family. She has written over fifty books and won the Children’s Book of the Year in 2008 at the Galaxy British Book Awards for Horrid Henry and the Abominable Snowman.


Tony Ross is one of Britain’s best-known illustrators, with many picture books to his name as well as line drawings for many fiction titles. He lives in Wales.




For a complete list of
Horrid Henry titles, visit


www.horridhenry.co.uk
or
www.orionbooks.co.uk
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This book contains a very special illustration by artist Ben Matthews, aged 10. Ben was diagnosed with a disease called Burkitt’s lymphoma in April 2013. Ben has always dreamed of becoming an illustrator, and this year the Starlight Foundation was able to grant his wish to meet Horrid Henry illustrator, Tony Ross.


Ben spent the day with Tony at his house in Wales, where Ben helped Tony with one of the illustrations in this factbook. Turn to page 53 to see Ben’s Martian landscape.







Hello from Henry


[image: image]


Hey gang!


Space. The final frontier … as some clever-clogs philosopher once said, i.e. ME.


Space is so … spacey. It’s full of planets and meteors and stars and asteroids waiting to be named after me, and little green men made of cheese – or was that goats? But best of all, find out how to wee in space!


Happy flying,


Henry




WHAT’S OUT THERE?
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Space starts around 100 km above Earth, beyond the blue sky and clouds.


It’s called ‘space’ because it looks like there’s just big empty space between all the stars and planets – but space is definitely not empty.
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Scientists believe there are around 500 billion galaxies in space. Each galaxy is made up of stars, planets, gases and dust.


Planet Earth lies within a galaxy called the Milky Way, which is shaped like a huge whirlpool and contains about 200-400 billion stars.
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Our Sun is just one of the stars in the Milky Way.


Around the Sun there are eight planets, five dwarf planets and over 100 moons. They make up what we call the Solar System.
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There used to be nine planets, but in 2006, scientists decided Pluto wasn’t big enough to be called a planet. It’s now known as a dwarf planet.
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An asteroid is a rock found in the Asteroid Belt between Mars and Jupiter. Some asteroids are as big as houses, while others are as small as a grain of sand.


Sometimes asteroids fall towards Earth – and when they do this they are called meteorites. Usually they explode in the sky before they reach Earth, but occasionally they crash into our planet, shaking the ground like an earthquake and creating deep craters.
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