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INTRODUCTION
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My friend, I’ve got an invitation and a challenge for you that I believe will change your life! A grace revolution is sweeping across the world today and it’s transforming precious lives, restoring broken marriages, healing the sick, and freeing many from the bondage of legalism. Over the next one hundred days, I’d like for you to take the journey of a lifetime with me and explore God’s glorious grace that is tearing down the walls of legalistic Christian religion and bringing a brand-new generation of believers into a deep and intimate relationship with the person of Jesus.


Day after day, my ministry continues to receive amazing stories of real-life people who have been set free to enjoy a loving relationship with their heavenly Father, one without fear, shame, guilt, or condemnation. This liberty has in turn given them the strength and power to rise above their challenges. If you are facing some challenges in your own life, you don’t have to get to the end of this book to find the answer. I want you to know from the outset that Jesus is your solution. He is your answer, your hope, your joy, your peace, and your security. When you have Him, you have everything.


The grace revolution is all about bringing Jesus back to the forefront. For too long the Christian faith has been reduced to a list of dos and don’ts. That’s not why Jesus came. That’s not what Christianity is all about. Jesus did not come to point out our faults. Unfortunately, many of us are consumed with our faults and failings and as a result, are stuck in a vicious cycle of defeat, failure, and frustration.


I believe that as you discover and meditate on God’s glorious grace over the next one hundred days, you will begin to reign supernaturally over everything that has held you back from living a life of victory. Whether it’s depression, a physical condition, eating disorders, addictions, fears, or overwhelming guilt and condemnation, simply take time to anchor your heart and mind on God’s grace toward you. As you do, I am confident you will start to triumph over every one of these symptoms of oppression and bondage. Your life will be gloriously transformed as you see from God’s own Word how freedom, victory, and power over sin are released when you receive His love, complete forgiveness, and marvelous gifts of righteousness and no condemnation.


My friend, our Lord Jesus came that we might have life and have it more abundantly. He came to save, to redeem, and to reconcile us to God so that “whoever believes in Him [Jesus] should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). That’s the gospel right there, wrapped up in the beautiful simplicity called “grace”—eternal life for us paid for by the blood-stained sacrifice at Calvary. The cross is God’s masterpiece. It is also His master plan to save humanity from itself. It is a foolproof plan without pages of complicated caveats that only a trained lawyer can decode. The truth is that uneducated fishermen, hapless harlots, and the poor could understand Him.


So I invite you to set aside fifteen minutes a day to discover what is really on God’s heart for you and what Christ has accomplished for you through His sacrifice on the cross. The more you see the beauty of Jesus and His perfect work in making you forever a beloved, righteous child of God qualified to receive all of the Father’s blessings, the more your life will never be the same! As you start your day expecting the Lord to speak to you in the pages of this book, His words of grace will refresh and reshape your thinking and speaking and put unwavering hope in your heart. And as your heart is enraptured by God’s pure grace, faith will blossom and you will step out of a life of defeat and into a life of complete wholeness and good success!


To help you get started, I have put together one hundred daily inspirational readings that crystallize in bite-size form the core truths of the gospel of grace. Each faith-building reading includes:




• Today’s Scripture—You will find a powerful, faith-building Scripture that relates to the inspirational reading, giving it a biblical foundation and anchoring your heart on the grace and finished work of Christ. I encourage you to meditate on these daily Scriptures—you will be surprised how much the Holy Spirit will open up God’s Word to you and refresh and strengthen your heart!


• Today’s Inspirational Excerpt from Grace Revolution—An inspiring new covenant truth that ministers God’s grace, renews your mind, and releases you to experience victory, wholeness, and success. These truths cover what it means to believe in the gospel of grace and receive God’s complete forgiveness and wonderful gifts of righteousness and no condemnation. You will also see how the application of these truths has led believers to experience their amazing breakthroughs in many practical areas of life.


• Today’s Thought—A simple, powerful thought based on Scripture to help you focus on the liberating truth of God’s grace. Let these thoughts establish and anchor your heart in what Christ’s finished work has done for you, and guard your mind from any fear or defeatist thought that the enemy throws at you.


• Today’s Prayer—A faith-filled prayer meant to help you express your heart to your heavenly Father. Feel free to adapt these prayers to your own situations. Just speak from your heart. Remember, the effective, fervent prayer of a child of God avails much (see James 5:16). Your Father is waiting and listening!


• Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace—As you prayerfully read each day’s inspirational word, take time to journal the things that the Holy Spirit brings to your attention. Be still and listen to what the Lord is saying through these words, then put words to your responses. To meditate on the person of Jesus and His love toward you is to cultivate an intimate relationship with your loving Savior.




My friend, grace is not a subject and the grace revolution is not a movement. Grace is a person and His name is Jesus. No matter where you are at or what challenges you face, the positive changes you want to see begin to happen when you know and believe in the person of Jesus and the perfection of His finished work. When your heart and mind are anchored on His grace and the power of His finished work in your life, He will transform you from the inside out. When you personally encounter Him and allow your mind to be renewed with right beliefs about your true identity in Him, you will walk in freedom and live life to the fullest!


Are you ready to be tremendously blessed and transformed by the Lord’s grace, and to experience extraordinary breakthroughs, wholeness, and a victorious life? Your life can be transformed, but not if you keep putting change off until tomorrow. A day has to come when you’re ready to say, “This is the day.”


Let that day be today. Let your transformation begin with His glorious grace!















DAY/1
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GRACE IS A PERSON
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Today’s Scripture


Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”


JOHN 14:6





Over the last two decades I’ve had the privilege of unveiling the beautiful person of our Lord Jesus Christ and the perfection of His finished work through the preaching of the gospel of glorious grace. As the name of Jesus is lifted up and proclaimed, we are receiving testimony after testimony about how people’s lives have been touched and transformed by the grace of God.


People of all walks of life, all over the world, are finding freedom from their long-term conditions, addictions, and bondages. They share joyfully with us how the Lord supernaturally delivered them from long-term panic attacks, substance abuse, and from decades of depression. Others write in, brimming with thanksgiving, because God has restored their marriages and their relationships with their estranged children, and healed their bodies when doctors had given them no hope.


I wish I could read all of them to you, because you will notice that there is one common thread woven through all these letters. There is one common denominator that tipped these people over from defeat into victory, from breakdowns into breakthroughs: they all had an encounter with Jesus. They all caught a revelation of His grace.


My dear friend, the grace revolution begins with Jesus. It is not a movement, teaching, or subject to be studied. It is all about a person. What you believe about this person makes all the difference. I am sure you have heard about Jesus and are familiar with His name. You may have even attended Sunday school as a child and heard all the Bible stories about Him. The question is, do you know Jesus personally? Is He a historical figure, a prominent Jewish rabbi, or simply the son of a Galilean carpenter? Who is He to you? Is He just another teacher? Or is He your Savior?


Whatever adversity, challenge, or circumstances you may be faced with today, your answer is found in the person of Jesus. Today, there is a grace revolution that is sweeping across the globe, because the person of Jesus is boldly preached, proclaimed, and lifted high.


This is what the grace revolution is all about. It is about your life touched, changed, and transformed from the inside out. It is about living a victorious life. A life that wins. A life that reigns triumphant over defeat, failure, and frustration. When you encounter the person of grace, see His heart of love for you, and when the veil of Christian religion is removed, there is no turning back. You’ll begin to step away from defeat and take a massive leap toward your victory!
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Today’s Thought


The grace revolution begins with an encounter with the person of Jesus.







Today’s Prayer


Father, thank You for showing me that You have called me to be a part of the grace revolution, to be touched, changed, and transformed from the inside out. Thank You for showing me that the answer to reigning in life over defeat and failure is found in encountering Jesus and having a revelation of His glorious grace. I believe that the veil of Christian religion is being removed from me, and that Your Holy Spirit is working in me to help me step away from defeat and take a massive leap toward my victory! Amen!







Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace
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THE FREEDOM JESUS BRINGS
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Today’s Scripture


Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke their chains in pieces.


PSALM 107:13–14





Because grace is the person Who was nailed to the cross for our redemption, grace imparts hope to those who are hopeless and help to those who are helpless. When you are worn out, torn down, crushed, depleted, and on the brink of giving up, grace is the hand that pulls you out of the miry pit of defeat. Grace is the supply that floods every crevice of need.


Dean from Maryland wrote to me to share how his life was transformed by this truth. In a twelve-page letter, he described his lifelong battle with feelings of rejection, abandonment, inadequacy, fear, and thoughts of suicide that led to drinking and drug addictions. In the clutches of meth (methamphetamine) for nine years, he spiraled out of control while heading in and out of prison.


Dean’s turnaround happened only when he began to hear about God’s grace. He said, “Dear Pastor Prince, it brings me so much excitement to share with you the radical change in my life in the last year. I have been watching your television program for a solid year now, and have read Destined To Reign, Unmerited Favor, and The Power of Right Believing. It’s a thousand pages of one message—grace. I don’t know how I ever missed it all these years. Your teaching on grace and truth has been so revolutionary to me and I want to thank you personally.”


Simply put, the revolution in his life began with a revelation of God’s glorious grace. Dean said:




I began seeing in the Scriptures the simplicity of the gospel of Christ and the revelation of God’s grace began to transform me from the inside out. I repented by changing my thinking and that began to change what I had been believing. My emotions and behavior began to change effortlessly. I didn’t have to try to feel right, or act right; I just did, and still do. And while I still have my moments, they are getting fewer and further apart.


I realized that all I had to do was to focus on Jesus’ finished work on the cross and keep my eyes and ears open to His gospel, the good news of grace. I was seeing things I’d never seen before in the Word and understanding what grace means and how this truth sets one free. I began to realize that grace is undeserved favor and there was nothing I could ever do to earn or re-earn this unmerited favor in my life, regardless of my sins or efforts to make things right. I began to realize that I am highly favored and accepted in the beloved family of my Lord.


As a young boy, I believed in Jesus as my Savior. I knew many of the stories in the Bible. I went to church. But I lived a life with a slave and orphan mentality for over thirty years because I could not simply understand or believe the whole truth of God’s grace—this grace, which is the power of God unto salvation, this grace, which is the light that shines into the darkness.


I could accept that I was His child forever and would go to heaven, but because of my repeated failures, I believed that I would never have love, favor, and acceptance in this life. I believed that I had to suffer for my mistakes. Finally, I believed that I had to carry my failures all the way to heaven, resulting in much pain and damage that almost crushed me to death.


As I write this, I have been freed of alcohol and drug abuse for over two years and freed of dependence on medication for well over a year. Most of my life, I hated going to bed because I would toss and turn in torment thinking about all my failures and weaknesses. I hated waking up because I knew it would start all over again. In the last year, all that has changed. I go to bed without thoughts of my past. I can’t wait to wake up each morning to expect more of His grace. The guilt, shame, bone-crushing weight of condemnation, and ever-looming depression because of fear, failure, and punishment have all disappeared like the darkness in the light of the rising sun.





My dear reader, I want to encourage you to believe that you too can experience the freedom that Jesus brings. Dean experienced victory over defeat in his life and so can you. Whatever is keeping you down, be it frequent bouts of depression, self-doubt, fear, or a destructive habit, there is a person Who has the power to turn everything around for your good and break every bondage. His name is Jesus.





Today’s Thought


There is a person Who has the power to turn everything around for my good. His name is Jesus.







Today’s Prayer


Lord Jesus, thank You that You were nailed to the cross for my sins, redemption, and freedom. Thank You that when I am worn out, torn down, crushed, depleted, and on the brink of giving up, Your grace is the hand that pulls me out of the miry pit of defeat and the light that dispels every darkness. I believe that Your grace is more than enough for my every need, and that You have the power to turn everything around for my good. Amen.







Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace


















DAY/3



[image: image]


ARE YOU MIXED UP?
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Today’s Scripture


“… by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.”


ACTS 13:39





In taking this journey to understand the grace of God, as Dean in yesterday’s reading did, it is essential you understand the differences between the old covenant of law and the new covenant of grace. To help you accelerate your understanding of law and grace, I want to share with you one of my favorite Scriptures. I have preached this verse around the world, from Hillsong Conference in Sydney, Australia, to Lakewood Church, in Houston, Texas.




For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.


—John 1:17





The law was given through a servant. Grace and truth came through the Son. The law talks about what man ought to be. Grace reveals Who God is. In the first miracle of Moses, he turned water into blood, resulting in death. In the first miracle of grace, Jesus turned water into wine, resulting in life and celebration. The letter (the law) kills, but the Spirit gives life (see 2 Cor. 3:6).


Under the law, God demands righteousness from sinfully bankrupt man. But under grace, God provides righteousness as a gift. Now, which covenant would you like to be under? The answer is obvious!


The truth is, through the cross at Calvary, all who believe in Jesus and acknowledge Him as their Lord and Savior are under the new covenant of grace. Yet today many believers are still living in confusion, and get law and grace all mixed up by holding on to some aspects of the law and some aspects of grace in their Christian beliefs and walk. Jesus said you cannot put new wine into old wineskins. The new wine will ferment and break the wineskins, and you will lose both (see Matt. 9:17). In the same way, you cannot put the new wine of grace into the old wineskin of the law. One will cancel out the other (see Rom. 11:6).


Under the law, God said, “I will by no means clear the guilty, but I will visit their sins to the third and fourth generations” (see Exod. 34:7). But under grace, God says, “I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and lawless deeds I will remember no more” (see Heb. 8:12).


There has been a change! Can you see with absolute high-definition clarity that there has been a radical change and it is all because of Jesus? Choose to live wholly under the new covenant of grace today, where through Christ’s perfect finished work at the cross, you have God’s righteousness as a gift, and God’s own Spirit of life leading you to victory over areas of defeat.
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Today’s Thought


I am under the new covenant of grace and truth all because of Jesus and His gift of righteousness.







Today’s Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, by Your glorious grace, open my eyes to always see You for who You are and to see and understand Your gift of righteousness to me. I thank You that though I have done nothing to deserve Your love and blessings in my life, You have given me the covenant of Your grace completely through the cross at Calvary. I humbly receive the life of Your Spirit and Your precious gift of grace and truth that came through Jesus. In His name, Amen.







Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace
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GRACE IS JESUS-CENTERED
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Today’s Scripture


“For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,” says the LORD, who has mercy on you.


ISAIAH 54:10





If you think God will bless you and is happy with you when you obey Him, and then curse you and is angry with you when you fall short and fail, you are probably listening to one of the many preachers who are still preaching the law.


Now, that message may sound convincing, but it’s a dangerous teaching because it nullifies the finished work of Jesus. The law is man-oriented and says, “You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image.… You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain” (Exod. 20:3–4, 7, emphasis mine). Grace is God-oriented and says, “I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.… I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (Heb. 8:10, 12, emphasis mine).


The law is man-centered whereas grace is Jesus-centered. The law focuses on what you must accomplish; grace focuses entirely on what Jesus has accomplished. Under the law, you are disqualified by your disobedience; under grace, you are qualified by Jesus’ obedience. Under the law, you are made righteous when you do right; under grace, you are made righteous when you believe right. Take a look at the following table, which lists the key differences between law and grace.


LAW: Given impersonally through Moses, a servent of God


GRACE: Came personally through Jesus, the Son of God


LAW: Reveals what man ought to be


GRACE: Reveals Who God is


LAW: Results in miracles of death


GRACE: Results in miracles of life


LAW: The letter of the law kills


GRACE: The Spirit of grace gives life


LAW: Demands righteousness from sinfully bankrupt man


GRACE: Provides righteousness as a gift to man


LAW: Old, inflexible wineskin


GRACE: New, intoxicating wine


LAW: Sins remembered and visited by God


GRACE: Sins forgiven and remembered no more by God


LAW: Dispenses blessings and curses


GRACE: Dispenses only blessings


LAW: Man-centered—what you must do for God


GRACE: God/Jesus-centered—what God will do for you/what Jesus has done for you


LAW: You are disqualified by your disobedience


GRACE: You are qualified by Jesus’ obedience


LAW: You are justified by your works


GRACE: You are justified by faith


The key differences between law and grace.


Beloved, aren’t you glad the Lord Jesus came and died for your sins on the cross so that you can now come under God’s glorious grace and experience the breakthroughs you need?
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Today’s Thought


Grace focuses entirely on what Jesus has accomplished for me through His obedience.








Today’s Prayer


Father, thank You that Your new covenant of grace is all about how much You love me unconditionally and what Jesus has accomplished for me. I thank You that under grace, You accept me and qualify me for Your blessings based on what Jesus has done and secured for me, not based on my ability to keep the law. I believe that the more I see what Jesus has done for me, the more I see what Jesus has qualified me for, the more faith springs up within me and I will experience the breakthroughs I need. Amen.







Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace
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THE KING CAME DOWN
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Today’s Scripture


“‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”


LUKE 19:38





When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, He said, “Love your enemies” (see Matt. 5:44). Today we have problems loving our neighbors, let alone our enemies. Jesus also said, “If your right eye offends you, pluck it out, throw it away from you. If your hand offends you, cut it off” (see Matt. 5:29–30). Have you seen anyone who’s fighting for the law do that? Have you seen any church practice that? Come on, that church would look like a huge amputation ward!


So what was Jesus doing when He said those things?


Jesus was bringing the law back to its pristine standard, as the Pharisees had brought it down to where it was humanly possible to keep. For example, the Pharisees thought that unless you physically commit adultery, you have not sinned, but Jesus said that if you look at a woman to lust, you have already committed adultery with her (see Matt. 5:28). Jesus demonstrated to those who boasted of their law keeping that it was impossible for man to be justified by the law. He also said that the moment you are angry with a brother in your heart, you have committed murder (see Matt. 5:22)! You see, Jesus’ definitive and impeccable interpretation of God’s holy laws brings man to the end of himself so that he will see his need for the Savior.


Now, I want you to catch a beautiful picture of God’s grace: the good news is that Jesus didn’t stop there. He preached the Sermon on the Mount and then He came down. Spiritually speaking, if the King had stayed on the mountain, there would have been no redemption for us.


Are you getting this? If Jesus had stayed high up in heaven and decreed God’s holy standards from there, there would have been no hope and no redemption for us. But all praise and glory to the King Who chose to come down from heaven to this earth! He came down the mountain. He came down into suffering, crying, and dying humanity. At the foot of the mountain we see how He met a man with leprosy, a picture of you and me before we were washed clean by His precious blood. Imagine: an unclean sinner, standing before the King of kings. There was no way the standards of the Sermon on the Mount could have saved him. There was no way the pristine and perfect standards of God’s holy commandments could have saved us. The King knew that and that’s why He came down to where we were.


In those days, people with leprosy were considered unclean and wherever they went they had to shout, “Unclean! Unclean!” (see Lev. 13:45) so people would know to run the other way lest they became defiled by the disease. Needless to say, those with leprosy were not welcomed in public places. Yet here the man with leprosy was before the King saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean” (Matt. 8:2). Notice he didn’t doubt that Jesus could; he doubted that Jesus would.


Without a moment’s hesitation, our Lord Jesus reached out and touched the afflicted man, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed (see Matt. 8:3). Now watch this: under the law those with leprosy—the unclean—make the clean unclean. But under grace Jesus makes the unclean clean. Under the law, sin is contagious. Under grace, righteousness and God’s goodness are contagious!
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Today’s Thought


The King of kings came down into suffering, crying, and dying humanity and washed me clean with His own precious blood.







Today’s Prayer


Lord Jesus, King of kings, thank You for coming down from heaven into suffering, crying, and dying humanity to save me. Thank You that I have been washed clean by Your precious blood and that I can stand before the Father clothed in Your righteousness. Help me to always see You as the God of love and compassion You really are, and come boldly to receive Your mercy and glorious grace. Amen.





Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace
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ONLY GRACE BRINGS LASTING FREEDOM
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Today’s Scripture


… as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


ROMANS 5:21





Beloved, even as there are so many who are freed by a revelation of God’s glorious grace, there are people who are twisting God’s Word today, saying that when people are under grace, it will cause them to sin without restraint. This is a lie from the pit of hell. You cannot be under grace and not be holy any more than you can be under water and not be wet! It is being under grace that gives you the power to live a victorious life. The Word of God clearly states:




For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.


—Romans 6:14





When you are under grace and not under the law, sin shall NOT have dominion over you. The word “sin” here is a noun. It is the Greek word hamartia, meaning “a failing to hit the mark.”1 So you can say it this way: sicknesses, diseases, eating disorders, addictions, and any form of oppression or bondage (all examples of our missing God’s mark or standard for a glorious life) shall not have dominion over you. When? When you are not under the law but under grace!


Let me show you how being under grace enables you to overcome your challenges and live victoriously, with an amazing testimony from Anna of Iowa. Although she grew up in a godly environment, attended a charismatic church, spent daily time with God, and even taught in a Sunday school, Anna fell into bondage, but knew how to hide her addiction to cigarettes and marijuana well. She knew she was hurting the temple of God. She condemned herself for being a hypocrite, and felt absolutely worthless.




Throughout the sixteen years of bondage, I attempted so many times to quit my addictions, including the time I was pregnant with my two beautiful boys! I did quit for a while but as soon as I gave birth, I quickly picked up the habits again because the desires had never left my heart.


While my prayers for others have always been powerful and effective, I was very mad at God because my prayers for my own freedom seemed to go unheard, or at least unanswered.


Then, about a year and a half ago, I began to watch Joseph Prince’s television program daily. I also began ordering materials that the Holy Spirit led me to get, and I was in the word of grace for hours daily, even while under the influence of cigarettes and marijuana. Hope began to fill my heart—not hope that I would soon be free, but hope that no matter what my state was, my Father would NEVER be mad at me! His grace was enough for the apostle Paul, and His grace is enough for me!


For so long, I tried to earn the blessings, including the freedom of God. But after allowing the water of the Word to cleanse me daily, I was able to receive His love, grace, shalom, and all of His blessings, regardless of my behavior. Every time I used cigarettes or marijuana, I would say, “Thank You, Father, that I am the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus!” I quit trying to quit and decided that His grace was enough for me!


Today, I have been set free from both addictions! I didn’t try to quit; it just happened. My heavenly Father has completely taken the desires away from me. Even when I am in public and exposed to others who are smoking, I still have no desire to do the same! Even right now, thinking about this great freedom, I have to cry, and cry out, “My Father is SO faithful!”


Thank you so much for daring to speak the truth. I am so grateful that Christ, through your ministry, has set me free! It’s time for the captives to be set free in the name of Jesus!





Beloved, what willpower and self-effort couldn’t do, God did by the power of His glorious grace. Grace is the power over every addiction that is destroying you. Only grace can give you lasting freedom.


Let the revolution begin!





Today’s Thought


No matter what my state is, my Father in heaven is never mad at me. His glorious grace is more than enough for me!







Today’s Prayer


Father, thank You that because I am under grace and not under the law, sin shall not have dominion over me. Thank You for this hope that fills my heart—that no matter what my state is, Your glorious grace is more than enough for me and Your gift of righteousness is mine. I believe that Your grace is enabling me right now to reign over sin and every bondage in my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.







Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace
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BEEN TOILING ALL NIGHT?
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Today’s Scripture


… the goodness of God leads you to repentance.


ROMANS 2:4





Famished and fatigued from working all night at sea and catching nothing, Peter and his crew of fishermen carried their fishing nets to shore as the golden sun rose over the Galilean horizon. As they began washing their nets, large numbers of people began to throng the waterfront. Then Peter saw the man everyone was crowding to see.


Before Peter knew it, this man headed in his direction and got into his boat! He then gestured to Peter, and Peter and his crew instinctively grabbed their nets and went back into the boat. The man smiled warmly at Peter and asked if Peter could push the boat out some distance from the shore. By this time, the waterfront was blanketed with people eager to hear this man speak.


Peter turned to his seasoned crew and instructed them to push the boat out. The crew responded swiftly to their captain and watched as the man sat down by the edge of the boat and began teaching the multitudes gathered on the shore. When he was done speaking, he turned to Peter and requested that Peter and his men launch out into the deep and let down their nets for a catch. The request stung Peter’s heart and he explained to the man that they had been fishing all night and had caught nothing. Nevertheless, he was willing to comply with the man’s request.


Peter found himself wondering, What would a carpenter from Nazareth know about fishing? Peter had been fishing in these waters since he was a youth and knew the most opportune time to fish—definitely not this late in the morning! As the boat reached the deep waters, Peter just went through the motions and cast one net into the water. One net, he thought, was enough to prove his point that there simply weren’t any fish to be caught! Had it been anyone else—anyone but this man who carried himself with quiet authority and a warm friendliness—he would have scoffed at the request. But this man… something in his voice and carriage just made Peter acquiesce to his request more readily than his head knew why and despite every instinct telling him nothing was going to happen.


What happened next stunned Peter.


It was as if the net suddenly became a fish magnet! Massive schools of large tilapia rushed into the net from every direction, straining its capacity until it began to tear as Peter and his men began to haul up this unprecedented load of fish. The amazed and frantic fishermen quickly hollered to their friends in another boat to come and help them. Now two boats were lined up side by side, with both crews hauling fish into their boats. The men worked furiously, loading onto the boats the thrashing fish with their silver scales glistening in the sun… until both boats were so full of fish that they began to sink!


Blown away by what he was witnessing, Simon Peter knelt before Jesus and proclaimed, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” (Luke 5:8).


Let me ask you this question: which came first—Peter’s repentance or God’s blessing? Under the new covenant of grace, God blesses you first, and His blessings, favor, and overflowing love lead you to repentance! Peter and his crew of mariners had toiled painstakingly all night and caught nothing. Then, when Jesus stepped for the first time into his boat, Peter’s business suddenly experienced a surge beyond his wildest imagination.


Today, the same thing can happen to you in your career, family, or health, as you open your heart to receive the Lord’s goodness and love.
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Today’s Thought


Today, I choose to gladly welcome Jesus into my boat and allow His blessings, favor, and overflowing love to transform me into a new person.








Today’s Prayer


Lord Jesus, no matter what I may be feeling or thinking at this moment, I can and do welcome You into my boat—into every area of my life. Thank You that Your presence changes everything. I believe that the more I see You through the lens of grace, the more You are bringing about real repentance in my heart toward You. I choose to anchor my thoughts and emotions on Your unfailing grace and Your unshakable Word. I believe that as You flood my heart every day with Your unconditional love, You are transforming me effortlessly from the inside out. Amen.
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LET JESUS SAVE YOU
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Today’s Scripture


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.


PSALM 46:1





Perhaps you feel very much like Peter and his fishing crew did in yesterday’s reading. Do you feel as if you have toiled all night and caught nothing? Perhaps you feel as though you are in a dead-end situation in your career. Or perhaps whatever you have been trying to do to save your marriage just isn’t working. Maybe your toil is in the area of your parenting—no matter how much effort you put into reaching out to your child, the relationship just seems to grow colder and more distant by the day.


My friend, now is not the time to give up, but to listen to your wonderful Lord and Savior, Jesus. Hear Him. Rather than depend on your experience and expertise, lean in to Him. You are not alone in your boat. Listen to Him and do exactly what He tells you to do. Our Lord Jesus told Peter to let down “your nets”—plural. Peter said, “At Your word I will let down the net”—singular (see Luke 5:4–5). It is no wonder the net began to break and Peter had to call for his friends to come and help him.


Jesus is your very present help in time of need. Whatever your struggle is today, you can know beyond the shadow of a doubt that He is with you and knows exactly how to help you.


There are also people who have been toiling relentlessly, trying everything they know to get their lives right and win God’s approval. The more they try, the more distant they feel from Him. The harder they push, the more they feel that they consistently fail and disappoint Him. They are just as exasperated, fatigued, and frustrated as the fishermen who had labored all night and caught nothing.


My dear reader, if this describes you, I want you to know that God loves you even with all your imperfections. Yes, in all your failings, in all your mistakes, God still loves you! Come to Him just as you are.


But Pastor Prince, you don’t understand. Let me sort out my life first, then I will come.


My friend, no one tries to clean himself before he takes a bath. Jesus is the bath! Come to Him with all your inadequacies, all your addictions, all your habits, and all your hang-ups, and let Him do what He does best. Let Him save you and restore you to wholeness! Jesus will transform you with His perfect love.
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Today’s Thought


Jesus is my very present help in time of need. He is with me and knows exactly how to help me.







Today’s Prayer


Lord Jesus, thank You that You are my very present help in time of need. Thank You for reminding me that You are always with me and that You know exactly how to help me. I acknowledge that I can’t clean myself up from the messes I’ve made in life. I turn my eyes away from my flaws, imperfections, failings, and mistakes, and just fix my eyes on Your love. I come to You just as I am and I know that You will save and restore me to wholeness. Amen.
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RETURN TO GRACE


[image: image]




Today’s Scripture


Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.


ROMANS 12:2 NLT





At this point, you may be thinking, Pastor Prince, I want to believe you and just come to Jesus as you said in yesterday’s reading, but isn’t there a place for repentance when you have fallen short? I’ve been cautioned that grace preachers like you don’t teach repentance.


My dear friend, let me say this right from the start. I believe wholeheartedly in preaching repentance. Let me show you something beautiful about the word for repentance in the Hebrew language. The Hebrew alphabet is made up of twenty-two letters, from aleph to tav. And each Hebrew letter has a picture, numerical value, and meaning.


The Hebrew word for repentance is teshuvah,2 which is made up of five Hebrew letters—tav, shin, vav, bet, and hei. The first letter, tav, has as its pictogram a cross.3 The last letter, hei, is the fifth letter in the Hebrew alphabet,4 and the number five in Bible numerics represents grace. Sandwiched between tav (cross) and hei (grace) are the letters shin, vav, and bet. These three letters form the word shuv, which means “to return.”5 Putting it all together, teshuvah or repentance means this: “Because of the cross of Jesus, return to grace”!
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Taking note that Hebrew reads from right to left, we see that teshuvah (repentance) means this: “Because of the cross of Jesus, return to grace.”


Isn’t it amazing that hidden in the Hebrew letters we just saw are God’s heart and explanation of what true repentance is? Repentance is all about returning to God’s grace because of His goodness demonstrated at the cross of Jesus. It is not about returning to the law of Moses. It is about turning to the cross and returning to His grace. His grace is your source of power and strength over every sin.


So if you have made a mistake, or you are struggling with a sinful habit today, repent by returning to the cross—seeing that mistake punished in the body of Jesus—and receiving God’s unmerited favor to overcome this area of weakness. This is how you practice true repentance when you have failed. Don’t run away from Him. Run to Him! He is your solution. He is your answer. He loves you and longs for you to return to His loving embrace!
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Today’s Thought


I choose to return to grace, to the cross of Jesus—and see every mistake punished in His body. The Lord Jesus is my source of power and strength over every sin.







Today’s Prayer


Father in heaven, thank You for revealing Your heart to me in the Hebrew letters for repentance, that whenever I stumble or fail, You want me to return to how Jesus paid for every one of my failings at the cross. Today, I choose to return to grace. Thank You that Your glorious grace is my source of power and strength over every sin. I thank You that I can run to You and into Your loving embrace and receive Your unmerited favor to overcome every area of weakness. Amen.
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DON’T ADD MORE FUEL TO THE FIRE
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Today’s Scripture


What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?


ROMANS 6:1–2





Having established that repentance is returning to God’s grace, how can grace be a license or excuse to sin, as some claim? Grace is the power of God to overcome every sin. But if anyone who is living in sin claims that he is under grace, let me be the first to tell you that this person is not living under grace. The authority of God’s Word proclaims that “sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). No one can use God’s grace to justify his or her sin! It is contrary to God’s Word and contrary to the gospel of grace. True grace swallows up the destructive powers of sin.


Some people have been using the word grace freely. They call themselves grace preachers, grace ministries, or grace churches. But I encourage you to be discerning and to test everything you hear and read. Just because they use the word grace in their teachings doesn’t mean that they are accurately or truly representing the gospel of grace. Test everything! Be sure that their position against sin is clear.


Sin is destructive and brings with it a whole host of damaging consequences. The consequence of committing a sin is not God’s judgment or punishment, any more than placing your hand in the fire and getting burned is a punishment from God. The destructive and painful effects of your hand being burned are a consequence you face for using your free choice destructively. In the same way, if someone is deliberately dabbling in sin and living a sinful lifestyle, they will be burned by the destructive consequences that come with sin.


The only way to help precious people overcome the powers of sin is to preach them into God’s glorious grace. Some ministers think that when there is sin, they need to preach stronger, harder, and harsher sermons on the law of Moses. I believe with all my heart that they are sincere. But the Word of God tells us that “the strength of sin is the law” (1 Cor. 15:56). Preaching more law is like adding more fuel to the fire. People don’t get liberated and transformed when we beat them down with the law of Moses. They get liberated and transformed when they encounter the love of their Savior!


I believe that truly born-again believers are not looking for an excuse to sin. How can they, if they have been impacted by Jesus’ love and sacrifice? I believe that they are looking for a way out of sin and out of the prison of fear, guilt, and condemnation. And the more strongly I preach God’s glorious grace and unconditional love, the more my ministry office receives testimony after testimony from people who have been set free from all kinds of sins and addictions.


These accounts tell us that God’s people don’t want to sin and are overcoming sin by turning to the cross and returning to grace. We receive testimonies from people who have been liberated from pornography, alcoholism, drugs, and sexual immorality. Now that’s the power of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Sin no longer dominates people and true repentance occurs when the gospel of grace is preached! I pray this becomes your reality as you receive the gospel of Christ into your heart and let it guard your mind today.
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Today’s Thought


I am liberated and transformed when I encounter the love of my Savior. His grace swallows up the destructive powers of sin.







Today’s Prayer


Father, thank You that the true gospel of grace swallows up the destructive powers of sin in my life. I acknowledge that I can never be free and transformed through the law of Moses, but find liberty and transformation when I encounter the love of Jesus. Thank You for providing a way out of sin and out of the prison of fear, guilt, and condemnation. I believe that the power of Jesus will free me from every sin that has dominated my life. Amen.





Enter in Your Journal Today’s Reflection on Glorious Grace
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