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            Visit our How To website at www.howto.co.uk
            
 
            At www.howto.co.uk you can engage in conversation with our authors – all of whom have ‘been there and done that’ in their specialist fields. You can get access to special offers and additional content but most imporantly you will be able to engage with, and become a part of, a wide and growing community of people just like yourself.
            
 
            At www.howto.co.uk you’ll be able to talk and share tips with people who have similar interests and are facing similar challenges in their lives. People who, just like you, have the desire to change their lives for the better – be it through moving to a new country, starting a new business, growing their own vegetables, or writing a novel.
            
 
            At www.howto.co.uk you’ll find the support and encouragement you need to help make your aspirations a reality.
            
 
            You can go direct to www.tracing-your-irish-ancestors.co.uk which is part of the main How To site.
            
 
            How To Books strives to present authentic, inspiring, practical information in their books. Now, when you buy a title from How To Books, you get even more than just words on a page. 
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            For Valerie, thank you for all your help and support
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            We are the children of many sires, and every drop of  blood in us in its turn … betrays its ancestor.
            
 
            Ralph Waldo Emerson 
            

         
 
         
         

      

      

    


  

    

      
         
         
 
         
            Introduction

         
 
         THERE ARE MANY REASONS why people set out to trace their family tree. For some, the reason may be curiosity sparked by stories handed down through the generations. Others may be inspired by old photographs, letters, or genealogical lists carefully grafted into an old family Bible. They may come from close-knit families with a strong sense of their identity, or from broken or scattered families who know next to nothing about their lineage. For many, genealogy as a hobby offers a chance to indulge their love of history in a very personal way. Others see it as a chance to learn more about themselves: from whom did they inherit their red hair or prominent nose; their love for music; their sporting or artistic skills?
         
 
         Some hope that an ancestor was famous, others settle for notorious. A few hope for royal connections. Most of us have to settle for ancestors with more humble occupations, such as labourers or weavers, factory workers or shopkeepers. One should remember, however, that even the most humble of ancestors have a record of which they can be proud – all of them reached adulthood and produced descendants who did the same. None of them was crushed by a woolly mammoth or felled by an enemy spear, at least before they produced children. Many millions of their contemporaries were not so successful!
 
         Whatever the original impulse, once hooked the family historian will become increasingly hungry for new information as his or her family tree grows. It arouses the detective instinct within all of us as well as the passion of the collector to complete the set. Today more than 84,000 overseas visitors come to Ireland each year in order to research their family history: by 2001 the Irish Tourist Board, Bord Failte, had estimated that roots tourism was worth £34 million to the Irish economy and numbers continue to grow as the Internet attracts thousands of new family history enthusiasts to their ancestral homeland.
         
 
         What is genealogy?
 
         Genealogy is defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as ‘a line of descent traced continuously from an ancestor’ and ‘the study of lines of descent’. Tracing ancestors is about so much more than just a list of names and dates on a chart however. It should involve an understanding of history, both national and local, through which our ancestors lived. As Sir Robert E. Matheson, author of the Special Report on Surnames in Ireland, pointed out more than a century ago, the story of individual families and the development of the nation as a whole provide important clues to the character of its people:
         
 
         
            … the history of our country lies enshrined in its Surnames; and on our shop fronts and in our graveyards may be found side by side the names of the descendants of the Milesian Prince, of the Scandinavian Viking, and of the Norman Knight. 
            

         
 
         The origin of modern genealogy is closely linked with the proof of succession to lands and titles and was therefore the preserve of the ruling classes in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. They were not above massaging the truth to make their lineage more distinguished than it really was – something no self-respecting family historian would dream of doing today! There is a certain irony in the fact that since the position of the aristocracy went into decline during the second half of the nineteenth century, the interest in genealogy has increased rather than vanished. This is because we have retained our ancestors’ interest in our own and others’ kinships and origins despite the increasing rootlessness of modern life.
 
         In the ancient past it was thought a normal part of all children’s education to teach them to recite their ancestors for several generations. This is particularly true of Irish chiefs and kings, whose genealogy was passed down by word of mouth, forming the backbone of the oldest historical traditions in Ireland. The general consciousness of kinship and descent in Ireland was therefore very strong. The Irish pride in their pedigree was remarked on by numerous writers over the centuries; Englishman John Loveday, in his Irish tour of 1732, recalled that even among the peasantry:
         
 
         
            So great is ye pride of these common people that if a woman be ye same name as some noble family she’ll retain it in marriage unless her husband has as distinguished a name.
            

         
 
         More than fifty years ago, the County Down-born author of the Narnia books, C.S. Lewis, wrote:
 
         
            Human beings look separate because you see them walking about separately. But then we are so made that we can see only the present moment. If we could see the past, then of course it would look different. For there was a time when every man was part of his mother, and (earlier still) part of his father as well: and when they were part of his grandparents. If you could see humanity spread out in time, as God sees it, it would not look like a lot of separate things dotted about. It would look like one single growing thing – rather like a very complicated tree. Every individual would appear connected with every other.
            

         
 
         The family historian is obsessed about making those connections and this book aims to help both the beginner and the more experienced researcher in their quest. Unlike Britain, which has very extensive civil and census records, Irish ancestral research is hampered by the destruction of so many of the major record collections. Researchers must therefore make greater use of church records, school registers and land and valuation records than their counterparts in England, Scotland or Wales. Nevertheless, with diligence the family historian in Ireland should be able to trace their roots to the beginning of the nineteenth century – and a lucky few may be able to trace a line further than the early seventeenth century.
 
         The new edition of How To Trace Your Irish Ancestors includes the latest updates on the 1901 and 1911 censuses and details of the discovery of a copy of the 1821 census for the parish of Forkhill. The section dealing with Irish surnames has been considerably expanded and information about pedigrees and the use of DNA testing in genealogical research has been added, which should prove interesting to those wishing to push back their family tree even further. 
         
 
         
         

      

      

    


  

    

      
         
         
 
         
            1 Where to Begin
            

         
 
         Start at the beginning
 
         ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN BITTEN by the need to trace your family tree, it is very tempting to rush to the nearest archival institution and to be put off immediately by the daunting amount of information available. It is therefore best to begin your research at home. Searching through old records, although often rewarding, is apt to be perplexing and frustrating. Even the most experienced researcher can take a wrong turn and end up spending valuable time ploughing through records that lead to a dead-end. Start with yourself, work through your parents to your grandparents and take each generation as you find it.
         
 
         To make more productive use of your time, it is essential to gather as much information as possible from old family Bibles, legal documents (such as wills or leases), and inscriptions from family gravestones. This can help to pinpoint exactly where your family lived at a particular time and provide vital clues to add to names that family historians are often disappointed to find are all too popular in Ireland.
 
         It is also essential to talk to relatives, especially those from an older generation whose memories, however inaccurate, may point you in the right direction. Conversations or correspondence can lead you to other, more distant relatives or friends of the family, of whose existence you were previously unaware. If you are lucky you may find someone who has taken an interest in the family history, perhaps has even made a start on a family tree. They may be able to tell you if there were certain occupations or trades associated with the family, or which schools and churches they attended, perhaps where they were buried. You may find out that the family are associated with a particular town or townland, and that a particular first name has been passed down through the generations. Ask them if anyone has served in the armed forces or if relatives have emigrated. If you are very lucky they may have in their possession old letters, diaries, wills or birth certificates that will save you time and money.
         
 
         What do I need to know?
 
         To make best use of the records it is essential to know where your ancestors lived in Ireland. Linking your ancestor to a county is a great help, but what you really need to do is to identify the parish or townland of origin. The county-based heritage centres in Ireland can help. Established as part of the Irish Genealogical Project, which aims to create a comprehensive genealogical database for the entire island of Ireland, each centre indexes and computerizes records of a particular county, or in some cases two counties. Staff will search their databases for a fee. If you know only the name of the county your ancestor came from, one of these centres may be the best way of finding a more specific place of origin.
 
         How far back can I go?
 
         This depends on the information available and how much effort you put into your research. Irish ancestral research is hampered by the fact that many records were lost when the Public Record Office in Dublin was destroyed by fire in 1922. In England and Wales, where national registration dates back to 1837 and census returns are available from 1841, it is relatively easy to trace your roots back to the early nineteenth century. In Ireland civil registration did not begin until 1864 and census returns from 1821 to 1851 were destroyed in the Public Record Office in 1922 while those from 1861 to 1891 were pulped by government order during the First World War. The family historian is therefore forced to make much more extensive use of church records, school registers and the records of the big estates which once dominated the country. This is, of course, more time consuming.  
         
  
         A walk round a graveyard
 
         A walk around a graveyard can often save wading through endless pages of a church register for the birth or death dates of a particular ancestor. In Ireland the practice of erecting a headstone to mark the last resting-place of a relative dates in most areas from the seventeenth century. However, such memorials erected before the seventeenth century tended to be made of wood and so have not survived.
 
         If a parish register records the burial of your ancestor in the churchyard, any headstone, if it survives, should be in that churchyard. A death certificate does not indicate the place or date of burial, but your relatives may hold memorial or funeral cards. You should also ask relatives about the location of family graves. Because so many headstones are illegible it is worth checking at your local library to find out if the gravestones in a particular cemetery have been transcribed and published.
 
         If you know where your ancestor lived it is worth paying a visit to the local graveyard as a headstone may provide important information such as names and dates of births and deaths, and this will make it easier to search through old records. Other valuable information can include the deceased’s occupation or place of origin and even the names of husbands, wives or children. A headstone may reveal the married names of daughters or sisters of your ancestors and may record two, three or more generations of a family. The style of the headstone also can give a clue to the economic circumstances of the family at a particular period in history. You should treat the information on a headstone (especially ages) with some care. A memorial may refer to two or more people and it may have been placed there on the death of the last person, perhaps many years after the death of the first person buried in the plot.
 
         Visit a LDS Family History Centre
 
         The pre-eminent source of genealogical information is the Family History Library of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (the Mormons). There is an online catalogue of this immense library, and there are Family History Centres which are in effect branches of this library in many towns and cities throughout the British Isles, and indeed the world, where microfilm copies of most of the library’s holdings can be viewed. In Ireland, centres are located in Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Belfast, Londonderry and Coleraine (see p. 190 for addresses).
         
 
         One particularly important information source that has been produced by the Family History Library is the International Genealogical Index (or IGI), now available online at the LDS Family Search site at www.familysearch.org/. This contains millions of entries, mainly of baptisms and marriages, many of them taken from parish registers as part of an organized program of transcription. Individual researchers have provided other entries, so you should always check the original sources of the information contained in the index.
 
         Visiting the archives
 
         When you have carried out your preliminary work a visit to one of the major archival institutions is a must. You can always ask one of the Family History Centres or a local professional genealogist to carry out some initial research. This can be particularly useful if your time is limited. Archival institutions can be intimidating places to the inexperienced family historian but you’ll soon learn the ropes and in no time at all it will seem no more challenging than a trip to your local library. Details of the kinds of record you can expect to find will be given on the institution’s website and will include:
 
         
            ♦ census returns;
 
            ♦ wills and probate records;
 
            ♦ school records;
 
            ♦ electoral registers;
 
            ♦ church records;
 
            ♦ street directories;
 
            ♦ valuation and taxation records;
 
            ♦ estate papers and personal collections.

         
 
         A list of the main archival institutions is provided in the ‘Useful Research Resources’ section at the end of this book (p. 181) with details of their holdings and contact numbers. It is advisable to write in advance to find out opening times and details of any local bank holidays, particularly if you have a long way to travel.
         
 
         You should also leave plenty of time for your research. Family history is a time-consuming business – a real labour of love. Information in old records often conflicts with family tradition and facts need to be rechecked against the available evidence. It also takes time to understand how a major archival institution works: finding documents, ordering them out and reading sometimes illegible handwriting can take longer than you imagine. I well remember one earnest tourist coming into the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland and addressing a bewildered staff member with the words: ‘Quick! I have a taxi waiting to take me to the airport. Could you please give me my family tree and I’ll be on my way!’ Sadly that’s not the way it works. Unless you are very lucky and someone has already done some of the work for you, tracing ancestors can take years. On the other hand, uncovering the tangled web of our family tree is an endlessly fascinating business – why leave it to someone else to have all the fun!
 
         Document your findings
 
         For most of our ancestors, church records will provide important evidence of their progress through life including baptism, marriage, the birth of children, and ultimately death. School records, leases and rentals from estates, government records such as valuation and taxation records, census and testamentary records can augment these. Be methodical and carefully document your findings. Avoid odd scraps of paper and never depend on your memory however prodigious it may be. You may need to refer back to some piece of research which did not seem promising at the time. If you find some valuable information in a reference book, make sure you keep a record detailed enough to help you relocate it some years later. This is especially important if you plan to publish your research. As a research officer in the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, I was frequently shown a copy of a document by a researcher who had forgotten to take a note of the collection from which it had originally come. Their last hope was that someone would recognize it; otherwise they could only hope that they would stumble on it again amongst the more than 53 kilometres of records held by the office – an almost impossible task!
         
 
         There are countless ways to record the results of your research and many computer packages exist to make the finished product look professional and visually pleasing – the rolled-up bit of paper is a thing of the past. Family historians can now produce electronic photograph albums, printed customized reports, lists and indexes to a very professional standard.
 
         A note about Irish surnames
 
         It is the existence of hereditary surnames that makes it possible to trace the history of even the most humble of families. However, it is important to remember that surnames have varied significantly over the centuries, and were affected by local dialect, pronunciation and inconsistency in spelling until well into the nineteenth century.
 
         Ireland was one of the first countries to evolve a system of hereditary surnames. They emerged during the eleventh century as the population increased; when more than one person with the same name lived locally it became necessary to have more precise identification. At first the surname was formed by prefixing Mac (meaning ‘son of’) to the father’s Christian name, or O (meaning ‘grandson’) to that of a grandfather or earlier ancestor. Many people believe that the Mac is a sign of Scottish origin. However, names like MacMahon, MacGuire, MacNamara, MacCarthy and so on are essentially Irish names.
 
         Later names were formed by the occupation of the father, as for example Mac an Bhaird, ‘son of the bard’ (modern Mac Ward and Ward) or O hIceadha-icidhe, ‘doctor’ or ‘healer’ (modern Hickey). Sometimes the name denoted a particular feature or peculiarity of the grandfather or father such as Mac Dubhghaill – ‘black stranger’ (modern MacDowell). On other occasions a nickname was incorporated such as Mac an Mhadaidh-mada, meaning ‘dog’ (now MacAvaddy).
         
 
         The introduction of the English language, and the fact that legal and official documents were often prepared by clerks who had no knowledge of the Irish language, complicated matters. Names were often anglicised to a form in English that was close to the sound of the Gaelic. Therefore O Dubhthaigh became O’Duffy and then Duffy. It was not until the advent of compulsory national education and official registration during the nineteenth century that some kind of stability came to the spelling of surnames.
 
         Despite these changes, Gaelic Irish surnames still dominate the districts in which these names originated. For instance, 80 per cent of Donegal McLaughlins are still concentrated on the Inishowen peninsula. In the case of Ryan it is much of the south and west of the country but particularly in Counties, Limerick and Tipperary. Murphy, the most popular surname in Ireland, is found throughout Ireland, although the largest numbers are found in Cork, Dublin and Wexford. MacMahon, MacNamara and O’Brien are the commonest names in Co. Clare, Maguire in Fermanagh, Mageniss in Down and O’Reilly in Co. Cavan, while O’Driscoll, MacAuliffe and Cotter are particularly found in Cork. However, it is important to remember that the same surname often arose independently in different parts of the country in Gaelic Ireland. The name Kelly, for example, came into existence in at least seven widely separate locations in Ireland.
 
         One should not take it for granted that an English or Scottish surname invariably means that an ancestor was of settler stock. For example, the name Hughes, the second commonest in County Armagh and widespread in Wales and England, is not exclusive to those whose ancestors migrated to Ulster in the seventeenth century. A significant number are in fact from native stock, descendants of the several O hAodha (O’Hugh) septs or of the Mac Aodha (Mc Hugh) septs, whose forebears adopted Hughes as their surname. The same may be said of the surname Campbell, one of the commonest in Scotland. Some who bear this surname may be descended from the native Irish sept based in County Tyrone, Mac Cathmhaoil. 
 
         In many cases English and Irish names were used interchangeably. In 1900, the Registrar of Murragh District, Co. Cork, noted the synonymous use of ‘Hurley’ and ‘Commane’ in his district, remarking that ‘“Common” is the Gaelic for “Hurley”’, and is a ‘stick with a curved boss to play goal with’. The Registrar of Cappoquin District reported that a man named ‘Bywater’ registered his deceased brother as Michael Sruffaun: ‘On being interrogated as to the difference in the surnames, he said that he was always known by the name Bywater, but his brother by the name Sruffaun. Sruffaun is a local form of sruthan, an Irish word for a little stream.’
         
 
         Surnames often changed spelling according to the most popular form in a particular location. Therefore, someone with the surname Cairns may find the name spelt Kearns or even Kearney outside Ulster. In spite of these variations people with these names may well be members of the same family. At the same time rare surnames were often absorbed by better known ones of somewhat similar sound, e.g. Sullahan changed to Sullivan. It is important therefore not to become too pedantic about the spelling of a particular surname and to be prepared to accept any variations adopted by our ancestors.
 
         Those wishing to find out more about the origin and location of surnames should consult the following:
 
         
            ♦ Bell, Robert The Book of Ulster Surnames (Belfast, 1989)
            
 
            ♦ Black, George F. The Surnames of Scotland: Their Origin, Meaning and History (New York, 1962)
            
 
            ♦ de Breffny, Brian Irish Family Names, Arms, Origins and Locations (Dublin, 1982)
            
 
            ♦ Greehan, Ida Irish Family Names, Highlights of 50 Family Histories (London, 1973)
            
 
            ♦ MacLysaght, Eward Irish Families (3rd edn, Dublin, 1972)
            
 
            ♦ MacLysaght, Eward More Irish Families (Dublin, 1960) Supplement to Irish Families (Dublin, 1964)
            
 
            ♦ MacLysaght, Eward The Surnames of Ireland (3rd edn, Dublin, 1978)  
            
  
            ♦ Matheson, Robert E. Special Report on Surnames in Ireland (Dublin,  1894)
            
 
            ♦ Morgan T.J. and Prys Morgan Welsh Surnames (Cardiff, 1985)
            
 
            ♦ O’Laughlin, M. The Master Book of Irish Surnames (1988)
            
 
            ♦ Quinn, Sean E. Surnames in Ireland (2000)
            
 
            ♦ Reaney, P.H. A Dictionary of British Surnames (London, 1958)
            

         
 
         Also of interest is Grenham’s Irish Surnames, produced in 2002. This  CD-ROM provides an unparalleled resource for anyone interested  in Irish surnames. It includes details of 26,756 Irish surnames and  104,058 surname variants, an extensive bibliography of Irish family  history, Ireland-wide parish maps, details of the records of 3,782  churches and congregations throughout Ireland, comprising 8,376  sets of records.
         
 
         Ancient Annals and Pedigrees
 
         Those interested in ancient Irish genealogies can consult a wide range  of published material. Irish annals remain a major source for early  periods of Gaelic Irish history from the middle of the sixth century  to the end of the sixteenth century. Each of the surviving annals was  based on the Iona Chronicle, inspired by Colm Cille, founder of the  monastery of Iona, and contains information on the kings of Eamain  Macha and Tara and early Christian figures such as Patrick and Brigid.  Most annals survive as combinations of earlier texts and date from  the late fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries and are largely  monastic in origin. The surviving texts were influenced by the  monastery and district in which they were compiled.
 
         The Annals of Ulster is arguably the most important surviving text.  It was written on the little island of Senait Mac Manus, now called  Belle Isle, in Upper Lough Erne. An invaluable source for early Irish  and Scottish history, its main value lies in its trustworthiness: it is  considered to have preserved, with considerable accuracy, details of  events dating from as far back as the late seventh century. Manuscript  editions are held in Dublin by Trinity College Library (MS 1282) and  in Oxford by the Bodleian Library (Rawlinson B 489). It has been  translated and edited by W. M. Hennessy & B. Mac Carthy): Annala Uladh: Annals of Ulster otherwise Annala Senait, Annals of Senat: a chronicle of Irish affairs from AD 431 to AD 1540 (4 vols, Dublin, 1895) and Seán Mac Airt & Gearóid Mac Niocaill, The Annals of Ulster (to AD 1131) (Dublin, 1983).
         
 
         Much of the content of Annals of Ulster is featured in the so-called Clonmacnoise group of annals: the Chronicon Scotorum, the Annals of Tigernach and the Annals of Clonmacnoise. They reflect ecclesiastical and political events in the environs of the monastery of Clonmacnoise; the Annals of Clonmacnoise from the earliest period to 1408. The original Irish of these is lost, but an English translation by Connell Mac Geoghegan of Westmeath survives, which he completed in 1627. Of this translation many copies are preserved, one of which is in Trinity College, Dublin and another in the British Museum. The Annals of Tighernach, compiled by Tighernach O’Braein, the abbot of Roscommon and Clonmacnoise who died c. 1088, are of particular interest. The author attempted to synchronize Irish events with those of the rest of Europe from the earliest times to his own day. They have been published and translated by Whitley Stokes in the Revue Celtique (vols XVI, XVII, XVIII).
         
 
         The Annals of Innisfallen were compiled about the year 1215 by some scholars of the monastery of Innisfallen, in the Lower Lake of Killarney. These annals are currently housed at the Bodleian Library, Oxford University, and were edited with translation and indexed by Seán Mac Airt (Dublin, 1951). The Annals of Lough Ce were copied in 1588 for Bryan Mac Dermot, who had his residence on an island in Lough Key, in Roscommon. They are a primary source for the history of north Connaught. They have been translated and edited in two volumes by W. M. Hennessy (Dublin, 2000).
         
 
         The Annals of Connaught from 1224 to 1562 are extant in manuscript copies in Trinity College and in the Royal Academy, Dublin. The Chronicon Scotorum (Chronicle of the Scots or Irish) down to 1135, was compiled in about 1650 by the great Irish antiquary Duald Mac Firbis, and is edited with a translation by W. M. Hennessy (London, 1866). The Annals of Boyle, from the earliest time to 1253, are written in Irish mixed with Latin; the entries throughout are very meagre. There is a vellum copy in the British Museum. 
         
 
         The suppression of the monasteries in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries largely brought an end to the compilation of annals, apart from the last great compendium produced by a group of Franciscans during the 1630s – now known as the Annals of the Four Masters. They describe events in Ireland from the ‘Year of the Deluge’ until 1616 and include the reigns, deaths, genealogies and so on, not only of the high kings of Ireland, but also of the provincial kings, chiefs, and heads of distinguished families. John O’Donovan prepared his edition between 1847 and 1856 and this and subsequent editions can be found in major libraries including the National Library, Dublin – the original manuscript is now kept in Switzerland by the Franciscans.
         
 
         Pedigrees are also available which may provide valuable clues to a family’s lineage. They can provide links to a ‘gateway ancestor’, an individual whose ancestry has already been fully researched and documented, pushing the family history back often several centuries. The Genealogical Office holds manuscripts dating from the 1550s which formerly belonged to the Ulster King of Arms. These are now the registers and pedigrees of the Chief Herald of Ireland. The Registers of the Chief Herald at the Genealogical Office, the armorials and ordinaries of arms, the Funeral Entries, Lords’ Entries and records of Knights Dubbed are all a useful source to the historian or genealogist researching a family which has included landowners or officials and likely to be armigerous. These are documents which derive from the functions of the Office, are consulted regularly in the work of the heralds, and continue to be added to almost daily.
 
         Roger O’Ferral’s Linea Antiqua (1709), is the most important source for ancient genealogies of Gaelic families and also contains exemplifications of arms. Other collections may be considered equally important to the researcher and certain information from now lost sources previously held in the Public Record Office is of particular value. For example, the genealogical and historical information contained in the abstracts from the plea rolls from Henry III and Henry VI are the most important source for Norman genealogy; the extracts from the pipe rolls from Henry III to Edward III contain similar information; for a later period (1536–1810) tabulated pedigrees contained in the abstracts of wills proved at the prerogative court of the Archbishop of Armagh can be consulted.
         
 
         There are numerous other collections which, while not pedigrees, have been acquired as sources of genealogical information. These include Ecclesiastical Visitations, a list of high sheriffs of counties, a roll of freemen of the City of Dublin, lists of freeholders and a list of gentlemen attainted by King James. A complete catalogue appears in A Guide to the Genealogical Office published by the Irish Manuscripts Commission.
         
 
         Genealogical Office documents are indexed in Hayes’, Manuscript Sources for the History of Irish Civilisation, Ms470 (the section ‘Persons’ probably being the most useful to the family researcher), and can be accessed through the Manuscripts Reading Room of the National Library.
         
 
         PRONI has in its custody records compiled by scholars which are of enormous interest to genealogists. Pedigrees for families from many different parts of Ireland are available. Most notable of these are extract pedigrees from wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Ireland between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries compiled by or for Sir Bernard Burke, Ulster King of Arms. This collection of 42 large volumes of Pedigree Charts is of great importance to all record searchers (PRONI reference T/559).
 
         Also of interest are the Groves Manuscripts which contain a great deal of valuable material for genealogists. Tenison Groves, a Belfast genealogist and record searcher for more than 40 years, compiled a collection of many thousands of transcripts, abstracts, notes and so on which he made from records in the Public Record Office in Dublin before its partial destruction in 1922. That part of the collection which related to Northern Ireland was purchased by PRONI in 1939. The items, numbering over 9,000, include seventeenth century muster rolls, militia lists and family pedigrees and is an invaluable source for genealogists. The Groves Manuscripts have been given the PRONI reference number T/808 and the catalogue, which features typescript extracts from these records, is available on the shlves of the public search room.
         
 
         DNA
 
         Fewer than 20 years ago, DNA was a term most people encountered only in science textbooks. Now is is part of our everyday lives and vocabulary, thanks partly to the media obsession with cloning, and to the popularity of shows like CSI, where DNA is a vital element of the detective work.
         
 
         DNA is now also becoming more significant in genealogical research. Many Irish clans have DNA surname projects with the objective of identifying a place of origin of the family, thereby completing a more precise history of the clan and providing a link between those of the surname who have emigrated and a gap in the records. By taking a test you are primarily seeking to identify someone who shares your surname whose DNA results are identical (or nearly identical) to your own. If you find this kind of match the two of you could be related to each other within a genealogical time frame. You should then compare family trees in a bid to find the male ancestor through whom you are mutually linked.
 
         The value of such projects is particularly obvious for those with Irish ancesors who do not know their place of origin in Ireland. An exact or almost-exact match with someone in Ireland who knows their place of origin can provide a vital clue to their ancestral homeland. For a list of those clans involved in DNA projects see www.theclansofireland.ie/dna.htm.
 
         However, DNA research does not replace old-fashioned research through old records – this will ultimately offer the best chance of making a link with a specific ancestor. Most people cannot trace their family trees back much before 1800, while your common male ancestors have lived several centuries earlier. 
 
         A number of firms exist to help those who wish to have their DNA tested. These include:
         
 
         
            ♦ www.familygenetics.co.uk
 
            ♦ www.dnaheritage.com
 
            ♦ www.oxfordancestors.co.uk
 
            ♦ www.familytreedna.com

         
 
         For more information see Trace Your Roots with DNA (Rodale, 2004) by Megan Smolenyak and Ann Turner.
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