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INTRODUCTION


Map: Venice Overview


Map: Map Legend


ABOUT THIS BOOK


Planning


TRAVEL SMART


TRIP COSTS


WHEN TO GO


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Traveling as a Temporary Local


Engineers love Venice—a completely man-made environment rising from the sea, with no visible means of support. Romantics revel in its atmosphere of elegant decay, seeing the peeling plaster and seaweed-covered stairs as a metaphor for beauty in decline. And first-time visitors are often stirred deeply, awaking from their ordinary lives to a fantasy world unlike anything they’ve ever experienced before.


Those are strong reactions, considering that Venice today, frankly, can also be an overcrowded, prepackaged, tacky tourist trap. But Venice is unique. Built on a hundred islands with wealth from trade with the East, its exotic-looking palaces are laced together by sun-speckled canals. The car-free streets suddenly make walkers feel big, important, and liberated. It’s basically one giant amusement park for grown-ups, centuries in the making. And yet, the longer you’re here—and the more you explore its back streets—the clearer it becomes that this is also a real, living town, with its own personality and challenges.


By day, Venice is a city of museums and churches, packed with great art. Everything’s within a half-hour walk. Cruise the canals on a vaporetto water bus. Climb towers for stunning seascape views. Shop for Venetian crafts (such as glass and lace), high fashions, or tacky souvenirs. Linger over lunch, trying to crack a crustacean with weird legs and antennae. Sip a spritz at a café on St. Mark’s Square while the orchestra plays “New York, New York.”


At night, when the hordes of day-trippers have gone, another Venice appears. Dance across a floodlit square. Glide in a gondola through quiet canals while music echoes across the water. Pretend it’s Carnevale time, don a mask—or just a fresh shirt—and become someone else for a night.
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Use this legend to help you navigate the maps in this book.


ABOUT THIS BOOK


Rick Steves Venice is a personal tour guide in your pocket. Better yet, it’s actually two tour guides in your pocket: The co-author of this book is Gene Openshaw. Since our first “Europe through the gutter” trip together as high school buddies in the 1970s, Gene and I have been exploring the wonders of the Old World. An inquisitive historian and lover of European culture, Gene wrote most of this book’s self-guided museum tours and neighborhood walks. Together, Gene and I keep this book current (though for simplicity, from this point “we” will shed our respective egos and become “I”).


In this book, you’ll find the following chapters:


Orientation to Venice includes specifics on public transportation, helpful hints, local tour options, easy-to-read maps, and tourist information. The “Planning Your Time” section suggests a schedule for how to best use your limited time.


Sights in Venice describes the top attractions and includes their cost and hours.


The Self-Guided Walks cover Venice’s back streets. The walk from St. Mark’s to Rialto follows a less touristy route between these two major landmarks, then loops back via Venice’s high-end (and tourist-packed) shopping drag. The walk from Rialto to the Frari Church (with its exquisite art) takes you through bustling markets and by a mask-making shop. The walk from St. Mark’s to San Zaccaria explores the area behind the basilica, featuring a historic church and a seldom-seen view of the famous Bridge of Sighs.


The Self-Guided Tours lead you through Venice’s most fascinating museums and sights: the Grand Canal, St. Mark’s Square, St. Mark’s Basilica, Doge’s Palace, Correr Museum, Accademia, Frari Church, Scuola San Rocco, Ca’ Rezzonico (Museum of 18th-Century Venice), Peggy Guggenheim Collection, La Salute Church, San Giorgio Maggiore, and the islands in Venice’s lagoon (including San Michele, Murano, Burano, and Torcello).




Key to This Book


Updates


This book is updated regularly—but once you pin down Italy, it wiggles. For the latest, visit www.ricksteves.com/update.


Abbreviations and Times


I use the following symbols and abbreviations in this book:


Sights are rated:
















	▲▲▲

	Don’t miss






	▲▲

	Try hard to see






	▲

	Worthwhile if you can make it






	No rating

	Worth knowing about









Tourist information offices are abbreviated as TI, and bathrooms are WCs. Accommodations are categorized with a Sleep Code (described on here); eateries are classified with a Restaurant Price Code (here). To indicate discounts for my readers, I include RS% in the listings.


Like Europe, this book uses the 24-hour clock. It’s the same through 12:00 noon, then keeps going: 13:00, 14:00, and so on. For anything over 12, subtract 12 and add p.m. (14:00 is 2:00 p.m.).


When giving opening times, I include both peak season and off-season hours if they differ. So, if a museum is listed as “May-Oct daily 9:00-16:00,” it should be open from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. from the first day of May until the last day of October (but expect exceptions).


A [image: image] symbol in a sight listing means that the sight is described in greater detail elsewhere—either with its own self-guided tour, or as part of a self-guided walk. A [image: image] symbol indicates that a free, downloadable self-guided Rick Steves audio tour is available.


For transit or tour departures, I first list the frequency, then the duration. So, a train connection listed as “2/hour, 1.5 hours” departs twice each hour and the journey lasts an hour and a half.





Sleeping in Venice describes my favorite hotels, from good-value deals to cushy splurges. I’ve focused on hotels conveniently located near St. Mark’s Square, the Rialto Bridge, and the Accademia—all handy to the sights in this compact city. I also suggest hotels near the train station and on the mainland, in Mestre, and I cover alternatives such as dormitories and apartment rentals.


Eating in Venice serves up a range of options, from inexpensive cafés to fancy restaurants.


Venice with Children includes my top recommendations for keeping your kids (and you) happy.


Shopping in Venice gives you tips for shopping painlessly and enjoyably, without letting it overwhelm your vacation or ruin your budget.


Nightlife in Venice is your guide to after-dark Venice, including gondola rides, concerts, theaters, pubs, and clubs.


Venice Connections lays the groundwork for your smooth arrival and departure, covering transportation by train, bus, car, cruise ship, and plane. It provides detailed information on Venice’s two airports (Marco Polo and Treviso), train station (Santa Lucia), and cruise port (Stazione Marittima).


Near Venice includes day trips to art-filled Padua and Ravenna, and romantic Verona.


Venetian History fills you in on the background of this fascinating city.


The Practicalities chapter near the end of this book is a traveler’s tool kit, with my best travel tips and advice about money, sightseeing, sleeping, eating, staying connected, and transportation.


The appendix has the nuts-and-bolts: useful phone numbers and websites, a holiday and festival list, recommended books and films, a climate chart, a handy packing checklist, and Italian survival phrases.


Throughout this book, you’ll find money- and time-saving tips for sightseeing, transportation, and more. Some businesses—especially hotels and walking tour companies—offer special discounts to my readers, indicated in their listings.


Browse through this book and select your favorite sights. Then have a great trip! Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar. As you visit places I know and love, I’m happy that you’ll be meeting my favorite Venetians.


Planning


This section will help you get started planning your trip—with advice on trip costs, when to go, and what you should know before you take off.


TRAVEL SMART


Many people travel through Italy thinking it’s a chaotic mess. They feel that any attempt at efficient travel is futile. This is dead wrong—and expensive. Italy, which seems as orderly as spilled spaghetti, actually functions well. Only those who understand this and travel smart can enjoy Italy on a budget.


This book can save you lots of time and money. But to have an “A” trip, you need to be an “A” student. Read it all before your trip, noting holidays, specific advice on sights, and days when sights are closed. If you save St. Mark’s Basilica for Sunday morning (when it’s closed), you’ve missed the gondola. You can sweat in line at the Doge’s Palace, or you can buy your pass at the nearby Correr Museum and zip right through the palace turnstile. Day-tripping to Verona on Monday, when the major sights are closed, is bad news. A smart trip is a puzzle—a fun, doable, and worthwhile challenge.


Make your itinerary a mix of intense and relaxed stretches. Every trip—and every traveler—needs slack time (laundry, picnics, people-watching, and so on). Pace yourself. Assume you will return.


Even with the best-planned itinerary, you’ll need to be flexible. Update your plans as you travel. Get online or call ahead to learn the latest on sights (special events, tour schedules, and so on), book tickets and tours, make reservations, reconfirm hotels, and research transportation connections.


Enjoy the friendliness of the Venetian people. Connect with the culture. Set up your own quest for the best little square, vaporetto ride, or gelato. Slow down and be open to unexpected experiences. Ask questions—most locals are eager to point you in their idea of the right direction. Keep a notepad in your pocket for confirming prices, noting directions, and organizing your thoughts. Wear your money belt, learn the currency, and figure out how to estimate prices in dollars. Those who expect to travel smart, do.


TRIP COSTS


Six components make up your trip costs: airfare to Europe, surface transportation in Europe, room and board, sightseeing/entertainment, shopping/miscellany, and gelato.


Airfare to Europe: A basic round-trip flight from the US to Venice (or even cheaper, Milan) can cost, on average, about $1,000-2,000 total, depending on where you fly from and when (cheaper in winter). If Venice is part of a longer trip, consider saving time and money in Europe by flying into one city and out of another; for instance, into Venice and out of Dubrovnik. Overall, Kayak.com is the best place to start searching for flights on a combination of mainstream and budget carriers.


Transportation in Europe: Venice’s sights are within walking distance of each other, but vaporetto boat rides are fun and save time. Most visitors buy a vaporetto pass (figure about $22/day). For a one-way trip between Venice’s airport and the city, allow about $10 by bus, $17 by Alilaguna water bus, or $120 by water taxi (can be shared by up to 4 people).


Round-trip, second-class train transportation to day-trip destinations is affordable as long as you avoid express trains (about $5 each way to Padua and $10 to Verona by local train). For more on public transportation and driving, see “Transportation” in Practicalities.




Venice Almanac


Population: While there are approximately 270,000 people in greater Venice, only 55,000 people live on the actual islands.


Currency: Euro


Nicknames: La Serenissima and The Queen of the Adriatic


City Layout: The city of Venice is built on more than 100 small islands in the Venetian Lagoon along the Adriatic Sea. The historic center is broken up into six districts (sestieri): Cannaregio, Castello, Dorsoduro, San Polo, Santa Croce, and San Marco.


Tallest Structure: The Campanile on St. Mark’s Square reaches 325 feet and offers a beautiful view of the city. Good news: It has an elevator.


Tourist Tracks: Roughly 22 million tourists flock to Venice each year, with 30,000 roaming the streets each day of the Carnevale festival. St. Mark’s Square is the most popular sight and the Rialto Bridge is the top photo spot.


Culture Count: Venice’s population has long been almost entirely Italian—but that’s changing. You’ll notice lots of Asians working in shops and restaurants, as well as lots of Senegalese on the streets selling knockoff bags. While Italian is the official language of Italy, most of the Veneto region’s 2 million people speak the Venetian dialect among themselves (you might notice how they don’t roll their r’s). The vast majority of native Venetians are Roman Catholics.


Fun Food Facts: Venice is known for its wine bars (bacari or enoteche) that serve small bite-sized snacks called cicchetti, which are similar to Spanish tapas.


Most Venerable Café: Caffè Florian, on the south side of St. Mark’s Square, opened in 1720. Famous visitors have included Lord Byron and Charles Dickens.


Average Venetian: The average Venetian is 46 years old, has 1.4 children, and will live until the age of 82. Half of the Venetian population works in some sector of the tourism industry. Venetians are more likely to have a gondolier license than a driver’s license. Many Venetians go weeks without seeing a car (unless they turn on a TV). Imagine the day a Venetian child realizes that what’s normal in his or her world is actually not very normal at all.





Room and Board: You can manage comfortably in Venice on $135 a day per person for room and board. This allows $15 for lunch, $25 for dinner, and $90 for lodging (based on two people splitting the cost of a $180 double room that includes breakfast). That leaves you $5 for gelato. Students and tightwads can enjoy Venice for as little as $70 a day ($40 for a bed, $30 for meals and snacks).


Sightseeing and Entertainment: Figure about $15-25 per major sight (Accademia, Doge’s Palace, Guggenheim), $8-12 for minor ones (climbing church towers), and $30-35 for splurge experiences (such as walking tours and concerts). A gondola ride starts at $90 (by day) or $110 (at night); split the cost by going with a pal. An overall average of $40 a day works for most people. Don’t skimp here. After all, this category is the driving force behind your trip—you came to sightsee, enjoy, and experience Venice.


Shopping and Miscellany: Figure $3-4 per coffee, soft drink, or gelato. Shopping can vary in cost from nearly nothing to a small fortune. Good budget travelers find that this category has little to do with assembling a trip full of lifelong and wonderful memories.


WHEN TO GO


Venice’s best travel months (also its busiest and most expensive) are April, May, June, September, and October.


Summer in Venice is more temperate (high 70s and 80s) than in Italy’s scorching inland cities. Most Venetian hotels come with air-conditioning—important in the summer—but it’s usually available only from May (at the earliest) through September. Spring and fall can be cool, and many hotels—thanks to a national interest in not wasting energy—are not allowed to turn on their heat until winter.


Between November and March you can usually expect mild winter weather (with lows in the 30s and 40s), occasional flooding, shorter lines, lower prices, and fewer tourists (except during the Carnevale festival, generally in February). While Carnevale comes with high hotel prices, it’s a big party, with special concerts, lots of kids’ events, fresh pastries, and costumed figures crowding through the city. March offers a good balance of low-season prices and reasonable weather. (For specifics, see the climate chart in the appendix.)


Venice has two main weather patterns: Wind from the southeast (the Balkans) brings cold and dry weather, while the sirocco wind from the south (north Africa) brings warm and wet weather, pushing more water into the lagoon and causing flooding (acqua alta). This shouldn’t greatly affect your sightseeing plans. Tabacchi (tobacco shops) and some souvenir shops sell boots to keep your feet dry. Elevated wooden walkways are sometimes set up in the busier, more flooded squares to keep you above the water. And it’s worth a trip to St. Mark’s Square to see waiters in fancy tuxes and rubber boots.


Off-Season Travel Tips: Off-season has none of the sweat and stress of the tourist season, but sights may have shorter hours, lunchtime breaks, and fewer activities. Here are several things to keep in mind if you visit Venice off-season, roughly November through March.




[image: image] Rick Steves Audio Europe [image: image]


My free Rick Steves Audio Europe app is a great tool for enjoying Europe. This app makes it easy to download my audio tours of top attractions, plus hours of travel interviews, all organized into destination-specific playlists.


My self-guided audio tours of major sights and neighborhoods are free, user-friendly, fun, and informative. In this book, these audio tours include my Grand Canal Cruise, St. Mark’s Square, St. Mark’s Basilica, and Frari Church. Sights covered by my audio tours are marked with this symbol: [image: image]. These audio tours are hard to beat: Nobody will stand you up, your eyes are free to appreciate the sights, you can take the tour exactly when you like, and the price is right.


The Rick Steves Audio Europe app also offers a far-reaching library of insightful travel interviews from my public radio show with experts from around the globe—including many of the places in this book.


This app and all of its content are entirely free. (And new content is added about twice a year.) You can download Rick Steves Audio Europe via Apple’s App Store, Google Play, or the Amazon Appstore. For more information, see www.ricksteves.com/audioeurope.
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• Most sights close early, often at 17:00.


• The orchestras in St. Mark’s Square may stop playing at 18:00 (and may not play at all in bad weather or during their annual vacations, usually in March).


• Vaporetto #2 (the Grand Canal fast boat) terminates at the Rialto stop before 9:00 and after 20:00, which means no stops at San Marco and Accademia early in the morning and late in the evening (you can take the slow boat, vaporetto #1, instead).


• Expect occasional flooding, particularly at St. Mark’s Square and along Zattere (southern edge of Venice, opposite Giudecca Island).


• Room prices can be about 25-50 percent lower.


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Check this list of things to arrange while you’re still at home.


You need a passport—but no visa or shots—to travel in Italy. You may be denied entry into certain European countries if your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return. Get it renewed if you’ll be cutting it close. It can take up to six weeks to get or renew a passport (for more on passports and requirements for Italy, see www.travel.state.gov). Pack a photocopy of your passport in your luggage in case the original is lost or stolen.




How Was Your Trip?


Were your travels fun, smooth, and meaningful? You can share tips, concerns, and discoveries at www.ricksteves.com/feedback. To check out readers’ hotel and restaurant reviews—or leave one yourself—visit my travel forum at www.ricksteves.com/travel-forum. I value your feedback. Thanks in advance.





Book rooms well in advance if you’ll be traveling during peak season (June-Sept, plus Carnevale) or any major holidays (see here).


Call your debit- and credit-card companies to let them know the countries you’ll be visiting, to ask about fees, to request your PIN if you don’t already know it, and more. See here for details.


Do your homework if you’re considering travel insurance. Compare the cost of the insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Also check whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas. For more tips, see www.ricksteves.com/insurance.


If you’re taking an overnight train and need a couchette (cuccetta) or sleeper—and you must leave on a certain day—consider booking it in advance through a US agent (such as www.ricksteves.com/rail), even though it may cost more than buying it in Italy. Other Italian trains, such as high-speed ES trains, require a seat reservation, but it’s usually possible to make these arrangements in Italy just a few days ahead. (For more on train travel, see Practicalities.)


In Padua, reservations are mandatory to visit the Scrovegni Chapel, famous for its frescoes by Giotto, so book well in advance (easily done online; see here). Also consider reserving an entry slot for St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice (see here).


If you plan to hire a local guide, reserve ahead by email. Popular guides can get booked up.


If you’re bringing a mobile device, consider signing up for an international plan for cheaper calls, texts, and data (see here). Download any apps you might want to use on the road, such as translators, maps, and transit schedules, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see here).


Check for recent updates to this book at www.ricksteves.com/update.



Traveling as a Temporary Local



We travel all the way to Italy to enjoy differences—to become temporary locals. You’ll experience frustrations. Certain truths that we find “God-given” or “self-evident,” such as cold beer, ice in drinks, bottomless cups of coffee, “the customer is king,” and bigger being better, are suddenly not so true. One of the benefits of travel is the eye-opening realization that there are logical, civil, and even better alternatives. A willingness to go local ensures that you’ll enjoy a full dose of Italian hospitality.


[image: Image]


Europeans generally like Americans. But if there is a negative aspect to the Italians’ image of Americans, it’s that we are loud, wasteful, ethnocentric, too informal (which can seem disrespectful), and a bit naive.


Think about the rationale behind “crazy” Italian decisions. For instance, many hoteliers turn off the heat in spring and can’t turn on air-conditioning until summer. The point is to conserve energy, and it’s mandated by the Italian government. You could complain about being cold or hot...or bring a sweater in winter, and in summer, be prepared to sweat a little like everyone else.


While Italians, flabbergasted by our Yankee excesses, say in disbelief, “Mi sono cadute le braccia!” (“I throw my arms down!”), they nearly always afford us individual travelers all the warmth we deserve.


Judging from all the happy feedback I receive from travelers who have used this book, it’s safe to assume you’ll enjoy a great, affordable vacation—with the finesse of an independent, experienced traveler.


Thanks, and buon viaggio!


[image: Image]




Back Door Travel Philosophy


From Rick Steves Europe Through the Back Door


Travel is intensified living—maximum thrills per minute and one of the last great sources of legal adventure. Travel is freedom. It’s recess, and we need it.


Experiencing the real Europe requires catching it by surprise, going casual...“through the Back Door.”


Affording travel is a matter of priorities. (Make do with the old car.) You can eat and sleep—simply, safely, and enjoyably—anywhere in Europe for $125 a day plus transportation costs. In many ways, spending more money only builds a thicker wall between you and what you traveled so far to see. Europe is a cultural carnival, and time after time, you’ll find that its best acts are free and the best seats are the cheap ones.


A tight budget forces you to travel close to the ground, meeting and communicating with the people. Never sacrifice sleep, nutrition, safety, or cleanliness to save money. Simply enjoy the local-style alternatives to expensive hotels and restaurants.


Connecting with people carbonates your experience. Extroverts have more fun. If your trip is low on magic moments, kick yourself and make things happen. If you don’t enjoy a place, maybe you don’t know enough about it. Seek the truth. Recognize tourist traps. Give a culture the benefit of your open mind. See things as different, but not better or worse. Any culture has plenty to share. When an opportunity presents itself, make it a habit to say “yes.”


Of course, travel, like the world, is a series of hills and valleys. Be fanatically positive and militantly optimistic. If something’s not to your liking, change your liking.


Travel can make you a happier American, as well as a citizen of the world. Our Earth is home to seven billion equally precious people. It’s humbling to travel and find that other people don’t have the “American Dream”—they have their own dreams. Europeans like us, but with all due respect, they wouldn’t trade passports.


Thoughtful travel engages us with the world. It reminds us what is truly important. By broadening perspectives, travel teaches new ways to measure quality of life.


Globetrotting destroys ethnocentricity, helping us understand and appreciate other cultures. Rather than fear the diversity on this planet, celebrate it. Among your most prized souvenirs will be the strands of different cultures you choose to knit into your own character. The world is a cultural yarn shop, and Back Door travelers are weaving the ultimate tapestry. Join in!
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ORIENTATION TO VENICE


VENICE: A VERBAL MAP


Map: Venice’s Districts


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Overview


TOURIST INFORMATION


ARRIVAL IN VENICE


SIGHTSEEING PASSES FOR VENICE


HELPFUL HINTS


SERVICES


GETTING AROUND VENICE


Tours in Venice


The island city of Venice is shaped like a fish. Its major thoroughfares are canals. The Grand Canal winds through the middle of the fish, starting at the mouth where all the people and food enter, passing under the Rialto Bridge, and ending at St. Mark’s Square (Piazza San Marco). Park your 21st-century perspective at the mouth and let Venice swallow you whole.


VENICE: A VERBAL MAP


Venice is a car-less kaleidoscope of people, bridges, and odorless canals. It’s made up of more than a hundred small islands—but for simplicity, I refer to the whole shebang as “the island.”


Venice has six districts (sestieri, shown on map on next page): San Marco (from St. Mark’s Square to the Accademia Bridge), Castello (the area east of St. Mark’s Square), Dorsoduro (the “belly” of the fish, on the far side the Accademia Bridge), Cannaregio (between the train station and the Rialto Bridge), San Polo (west of the Rialto Bridge), and Santa Croce (the “eye” of the fish, across the canal from the train station).


[image: Image]


The easiest way to navigate is by landmarks. Many street corners have a sign pointing you to (per) the nearest major landmark, such as San Marco, Accademia, Rialto, and Ferrovia (train station). Obedient visitors stick to the main thoroughfares as directed by these signs...and miss the charm of back-street Venice.


[image: Image]


Beyond the city’s core lie several other islands, including San Giorgio (with great views of Venice), Giudecca (more views), San Michele (old cemetery), Murano (famous for glass), Burano (lacemaking), Torcello (old church), and the skinny Lido (with Venice’s beach).


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Venice is small. You can walk across it, from head to tail, in about an hour. Nearly all of your sightseeing is within a 20-minute walk of the Rialto Bridge or St. Mark’s Square. Remember that Venice itself is its greatest sight. Make time to wander, explore, shop, and simply be. When you cross a bridge, look both ways—you may be hit with a lovely view. Venice has what’s considered one of the highest concentrations of art anywhere in the world. Art lovers need to be particularly well-organized to get the most out of their visit.


Key considerations: Ninety percent of tourists congregate in a very narrow zone in the center. But even the most touristy stretches of the city are almost ghostly peaceful early and late. Maximize your evening magic, and avoid the midday crowds around St. Mark’s Basilica and the Doge’s Palace. If you arrive in Venice late in the day, try taking my Grand Canal Cruise and St. Mark’s Square Tour. These sights are more romantic and much less crowded after dark—and they provide a wonderful welcome to the city. (Also see “Crowd Control” tips in the “Daily Reminder” sidebar, later.)


Depending on when you visit, you may have to juggle the itineraries provided, as sights’ visiting hours will vary by season and day of the week.



Venice in One Brutal Day (Plus the Night Before)



On the night before, walk or boat to the train station and then, aboard an empty vaporetto #1, take my self-guided Grand Canal Cruise to St. Mark’s Square.


Day 1
















	9:00

	Take my self-guided St. Mark’s to Rialto Loop Walk as far as the Rialto Bridge.






	10:00

	Enjoy the action at the Rialto Bridge and Rialto Market.






	11:00

	Follow my self-guided Rialto to Frari Church Walk.






	12:00

	Tour the Frari Church.






	13:00

	Wander into the Dorsoduro district toward the Accademia museum, exploring and enjoying lunch along the way. Stroll across the Accademia Bridge (tour the Accademia only if you’re an art lover—and really energetic) and back to St. Mark’s Square.






	15:30

	Tour St. Mark’s Basilica (closes at 17:00 in summer, at 16:00 in winter).






	17:00

	Visit the Doge’s Palace (in summer closes at 19:00, last entry at 18:00; closes earlier in winter).






	18:30

	Take my self-guided St. Mark’s Square Tour.






	19:30

	Dinner and a gondola ride (or vice versa, as a gondola ride at sunset is best).






	22:00

	Enjoy a drink with the orchestras on St. Mark’s Square.









Venice in Two or More Days (Plus the Night Before)


On the night before, walk or boat to the train station and then, aboard an empty vaporetto #1, take my self-guided Grand Canal Cruise to St. Mark’s Square.


Day 1
















	9:00

	Ride to the top of the Campanile.






	10:00

	Take my self-guided St. Mark’s Square Tour. Pop into a glass shop for a glass-blowing demo.






	11:00

	Take my self-guided St. Mark’s to Rialto Loop Walk.






	13:00

	Lunch.






	14:00

	Tour Correr Museum (ticket purchased here includes Doge’s Palace).






	15:30

	Tour St. Mark’s Basilica (closes at 17:00 in summer, at 16:00 in winter).






	17:00

	Visit the Doge’s Palace (in summer closes at 19:00, last entry at 18:00; closes earlier in winter).






	
19:00

	Dinner (if a nice one, make a reservation) and maybe a gondola ride (or vice versa, as a gondola ride at sunset is best).






	22:00

	Enjoy a drink with the orchestras on St. Mark’s Square.









Day 2
















	9:00

	Enjoy the action at the Rialto Bridge and Rialto Market.






	10:00

	Follow my self-guided Rialto to Frari Church Walk.






	11:00

	Tour the Frari Church.






	12:00

	Wander into the Dorsoduro district toward Ca’ Rezzonico, exploring and enjoying lunch along the way. (Visit Scuola San Rocco only if you’re an art lover.)






	14:00

	Tour Ca’ Rezzonico (Museum of 18th-Century Venice, closed Tue).






	16:00

	Tour the Accademia museum (only if you’re an art lover), then stroll across the Accademia Bridge and back to St. Mark’s Square.






	18:00

	Commence pub crawl for dinner (consider taking Alessandro’s Classic Venice Bars Tour; see here).






	20:00

	Evening free for a concert or gondola ride.









Day 3—Lagoon Tour
















	10:00

	Catch boat at Fondamente Nove to San Michele (old cemetery), then continue to Murano.






	11:00

	Tour Murano, and (on weekdays) see glassworks.






	13:00

	Boat to Burano for lunch and browsing.






	15:00

	Boat to Torcello, tour church, back to Burano.






	18:00

	Zip back to Fondamente Nove in 45 minutes, or—if you’d like to see more of the lagoon—take the long way back by boat via the mainland peninsula of Cavallino and the Lido (no need to stop there—just enjoy the cruise).






	20:00

	Dinner and/or concert in Venice.









Day 4 and Beyond


Shop and browse some of Venice’s more characteristic areas (such as the zone between Campo Santa Margarita and Campo San Barnaba; the back lanes of Cannaregio, near the Jewish Ghetto; or the sleepy part of Dorsoduro behind the Accademia and Guggenheim).


Or consider these options: Take one of the many guided or theme tours available, visit the Church of San Giorgio Maggiore, or side-trip to Padua (30-50 minutes away by train).



Overview



TOURIST INFORMATION


With this book, a free city map from your hotel, and the events schedule on the TI’s website, there’s little need to make an in-person visit to a TI in Venice. That’s fortunate, because though the city’s TIs try to help, they are understaffed and don’t have many free printed materials to hand out. If you need to check or confirm something, try phoning the TI information line at 041-2424 or visit www.turismovenezia.it; this website can be more helpful than the actual TI office. Other useful websites are www.veneziaunica.it (vaporetto and event schedules), www.venicexplorer.net (detailed maps), www.aguestinvenice.com (sights and events), www.veniceforvisitors.com (general travel advice), www.venicelink.com (public and private transportation tickets), and www.museiciviciveneziani.it (city-run museums in Venice).


If you must visit a TI, you’ll find four convenient branches: St. Mark’s Square (in the far-left corner with your back to the basilica, open 9:00-19:00); airport (daily 9:00-20:00); bus station (inside the huge white Autorimessa Comunale parking garage, daily 8:30-14:00); and train station (white kiosk in front of the station near the vaporetto stop, daily 9:00-16:00).


Be wary of the travel agencies or special information services that masquerade as TIs but serve fancy hotels and tour companies. They’re in the business of selling things you don’t need.


Maps: Of all places, Venice demands a good map. Hotels give away freebies (similar in quality to the small color ones at the front of this book). TIs and vaporetto ticket booths sell decent €3 maps—but you can find a wider range at bookshops, newsstands, and postcard stands. The cheap maps are pretty bad, but if you spend €5, you’ll get a map that shows all the tiny alleys. Investing in a good map can be the best €5 you’ll spend in Venice.


Also consider a mapping app for your smartphone, which uses GPS to pinpoint your location—extremely useful if you get lost in twisty back streets. To avoid data-roaming charges, look for an offline map that can be downloaded in its entirety before your trip. The City Maps 2Go and Google Maps apps have good maps, including Venice, that are searchable even when you’re not online—as long as you download them in advance.


ARRIVAL IN VENICE


For a rundown on Venice’s train station, bus station, airport, and cruise terminal, and tips for drivers, see the Venice Connections chapter.




Daily Reminder


Sunday: While anyone is welcome to worship, most churches are closed to sightseers on Sunday morning. They reopen in the afternoon: St. Mark’s Basilica (14:00-17:00, until 16:00 Nov-Easter), Frari Church (13:00-18:00), and the Church of San Zaccaria (16:00-18:00). The Church of San Polo is closed all day, and the Rialto open-air market consists mainly of souvenir stalls (fish and produce sections closed). It’s a bad day for a pub crawl, as most pubs are closed.


Monday: All sights are open except the Rialto fish market, Ca’ Pesaro, Palazzo Mocenigo Costume Museum, Lace Museum (on the island of Burano), and Torcello church museum (on the island of Torcello). The Accademia and Ca’ d’Oro close at 14:00. Don’t side-trip to Verona today, as most sights there are closed in the morning.


Tuesday: All sights are open except the Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Ca’ Rezzonico (Museum of 18th-Century Venice), and Punta della Dogana.


Wednesday/Thursday/Friday: All sights are open.


Saturday: All sights are open except the Jewish Museum.


Notes: The Accademia is open earlier (daily at 8:15) and closes later (19:15 Tue-Sun) than most sights in Venice. Some sights close earlier off-season (such as the Correr Museum, Campanile bell tower, St. Mark’s Basilica, and the Church of San Giorgio Maggiore). Modest dress is recommended at churches and required at St. Mark’s Basilica—no bare shoulders, shorts, or short skirts.


Crowd Control: The city is inundated with cruise-ship passengers and tours from mainland hotels daily from 10:00 to about 16:00. Major sights are busiest in the late morning, so it’s a delightful time to explore the back lanes. The sights that have crowd problems get even more packed when it rains.


To avoid the worst of the crowds at St. Mark’s Basilica, go early or late, or reserve a time online. You can usually bypass the line if you have a large bag to check (see here).


At the Doge’s Palace, purchase your ticket at the never-crowded Correr Museum across St. Mark’s Square. You can also visit later in the day.


For the Campanile, ascend first thing in the morning or go late (it’s open until 21:00 July-Sept), or skip it entirely if you’re going to the similar San Giorgio Maggiore bell tower.





SIGHTSEEING PASSES FOR VENICE


Venice offers a dizzying array of combo-tickets and sightseeing passes. For most people, the best choice is the Museum Pass, which covers entry into the Doge’s Palace, Correr Museum, and more. Note that seven of the most visit-worthy sights in town (the Accademia, Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Scuola San Rocco, Campanile, and the three sights within St. Mark’s Basilica that charge admission) are not covered by any pass.


All of the passes described below are sold at the TI (except for the combo-ticket), and most are also available at participating sights.


Combo-Ticket: A €19 combo-ticket covers both the Doge’s Palace and the Correr Museum. To bypass the long line at the Doge’s Palace, buy your combo-ticket at the never-crowded Correr Museum (or online). The two sights are also covered by the Museum Pass and Venice Card.


Museum Pass: Busy sightseers may prefer this more expensive pass, which covers these city-run museums: the Doge’s Palace; Correr Museum; Ca’ Rezzonico (Museum of 18th-Century Venice); Palazzo Mocenigo Costume Museum; Casa Goldoni (home of the Italian playwright); Ca’ Pesaro (modern art); Museum of Natural History in the Santa Croce district; the Glass Museum on the island of Murano; and the Lace Museum on the island of Burano. At €24, this pass is the best value if you plan to see the Doge’s Palace/Correr Museum and even just one of the other covered museums. You can buy it at any of the participating museums or via their websites.


Chorus Pass: This pass gives church lovers admission to 18 of Venice’s churches and their art (generally €3 each) for €12 (www.chorusvenezia.org). The Frari church is included, but not St. Mark’s. The typical tourist is unlikely to see more than two of these.


Venice Card: This pass (also called a “city pass”) combines the 11 city-run museums and the 16 churches covered by the Chorus Pass, plus the Jewish Museum and a few minor discounts, for €40. A cheaper variation, San Marco Pack, is more selective: It covers the Correr Museum, Doge’s Palace, and your choice of any three churches for €28. But it’s hard to make either of these passes pay off (valid for 7 days, www.veneziaunica.com).


Rolling Venice: This youth pass offers discounts at dozens of sights and shops, but its best deal is for transit. If you’re under 30 and want to buy a 72-hour transit pass, it’ll cost you just €22—rather than €40—with the Rolling Venice pass (€6 pass for ages 14-29, sold at TIs, vaporetto ticket offices, and VèneziaUnica shops; for more info see www.veneziaunica.it and search for “Rolling Venice”).


Transportation Passes: Venice sells transit-only passes that cover vaporetti and mainland buses. For a rundown on these, see “Getting Around Venice,” later.


HELPFUL HINTS


Exchange Rate: €1 = about $1.10


Country Calling Code: 39 (see here for dialing instructions)


Theft Alert: The dark, late-night streets of Venice are generally safe. Even so, pickpockets (often elegantly dressed) work the crowded main streets, docks, and vaporetti. Your biggest risk of pickpockets is inside St. Mark’s Basilica, near the Accademia or Rialto bridges (especially if you’re preoccupied with snapping photos), or on a tightly packed vaporetto.


A handy polizia station is on the right side of St. Mark’s Square as you face the basilica (at #63, near Caffè Florian). To call the police, dial 113. The Venice TI handles complaints—which must be submitted in writing—about local crooks, including gondoliers, restaurants, and hotel rip-offs (fax 041-523-0399, complaint.apt@turismovenezia.it).


It’s illegal for street vendors to sell knockoff handbags, and it’s also illegal for you to buy them; both you and the vendor can get big fines.
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Medical Help: Venice’s Santi Giovanni e Paolo hospital (tel. 118) is a 10-minute walk from both the Rialto and San Marco neighborhoods, located behind the big church of the same name on Fondamenta dei Mendicanti (toward Fondamente Nove). You can take vaporetto #4.1 from San Zaccaria, or #5.2 from the train station or Piazzale Roma, to the Ospedale stop. Also, a first-aid station staffed by English-speaking doctors is on St. Mark’s Square (at #63—same address as polizia station, daily 8:00-20:00), on the right-hand side as you face the basilica.


Be Prepared to Splurge: Venice is expensive for residents as well as tourists, as everything must be shipped in and hand-trucked to its final destination. I find that the best way to enjoy Venice is just to succumb to its charms, accept that prices are 20 percent higher than on the mainland, and blow through a little money. It’s a unique place that’s worth paying a premium to fully experience.


Picnics: Picnicking is illegal anywhere on St. Mark’s Square, and offenders can be fined. The only place nearby for a legal picnic is in Giardinetti Reali, the small bench-filled park along the waterfront west of the Piazzetta near St. Mark’s Square. Elsewhere in Venice, picnicking is no problem.


Dress Modestly: When visiting St. Mark’s Basilica or other major churches, men, women, and even children must cover their shoulders and knees. Remove hats when entering a church.


Public Toilets: Handy public pay WCs are near major landmarks, including: St. Mark’s Square (behind the Correr Museum and at the waterfront park, Giardinetti Reali), Rialto, and the Accademia Bridge. Use free toilets whenever you can—any museum you’re visiting, or any café you’re eating in. A cup of coffee at the counter of a nice bar and a trip to the WC is cheaper than the cost of using a pay WC.


Best Views: A slow vaporetto ride down the Grand Canal—ideally very early or just before sunset—is a shutterbug’s delight (try to sit in the front seats, available on some older boats). On St. Mark’s Square, enjoy views from the soaring Campanile or the balcony of St. Mark’s Basilica (both require admission). The Rialto and Accademia bridges provide free, expansive views of the Grand Canal, along with a cooling breeze. Or get off the main island for a view of the Venetian skyline: Ascend San Giorgio Maggiore’s bell tower, or venture to Giudecca Island to visit the swanky bar of the Molino Stucky Hilton Hotel (the free-to-“customers” shuttle boat leaves from near the San Zaccaria-B vaporetto dock).


Water: I carry a water bottle to refill at public fountains. Venetians pride themselves on having pure, safe, and tasty tap water piped in from the foothills of the Alps. You can actually see the mountains from Venice’s bell towers on crisp, clear winter days.


Pigeon Poop: If your head is bombed by a pigeon, resist the initial response to wipe it off immediately—it’ll just smear into your hair. Wait until it dries, and it should flake off cleanly. But if the poop splatters on your clothes, wipe it off immediately to avoid a stain.


SERVICES


Wi-Fi: Almost all hotels have Wi-Fi, many have a computer that guests can use, and most provide these services for free.


Useful App: [image: image] For free audio versions of my Grand Canal Cruise and tours of St. Mark’s Square, St. Mark’s Basilica, and Frari Church, get the Rick Steves Audio Europe app (see here).


Post Office: Use post offices only as a last resort, as simple transactions can take 45 minutes if you get in the wrong line. If mailing a letter or package, select “P” on the take-a-number machine. You can buy stamps from tobacco shops and mail postcards at any of the red postboxes in town.


The main post office is a little south of the Rialto Bridge on Marzaria San Salvador, part of the main shopping drag running toward San Marco (Mon-Fri 8:30-19:00, Sat 8:30-12:30, closed Sun, San Marco 5016). You’ll find branch offices with shorter hours (generally mornings only) around town, including a handy one right behind St. Mark’s Square (near the TI).


Bookstores: In keeping with its literary heritage, Venice has classy and inviting bookstores. The small Libreria Studium, a block behind St. Mark’s Basilica, has a carefully chosen selection of new English books, including my guidebooks (daily 9:00-19:30, on Calle de la Canonica at #337—see map on here, tel. 041-522-2382). Used-bookstore lovers shouldn’t miss the funky Acqua Alta (“high water”) bookstore, whose quirky owner Luigi has prepared for the next flood by displaying his wares in a selection of vessels, including bathtubs and a gondola. Look for the “book stairs” in his back garden (daily 9:00-20:00, large and classically disorganized selection includes prints of Venice, just beyond Campo Santa Maria Formosa on Lunga Santa Maria Formosa, Castello 5176, see map on here, tel. 041-296-0841). For a solid selection of used books in English, visit Marco Polo, on Calle del Teatro o de l’Opera, close to the St. Mark’s side of the Rialto Bridge, just past the Coin department store and behind the church (daily 9:30-19:30, Cannaregio 5886a—see map on here, tel. 041-522-6343).
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Baggage Storage: The train station has a pay baggage check (daily 6:00-23:00, no lockers; along track 1).


Laundry: Venice has two coin-operated launderettes. Orange Self-Service Lavanderia is across the Grand Canal from the train station (€15/load, daily 7:30-22:30, on Ramo de le Chioverete, Santa Croce 665b—see map on here, mobile 346-972-5446). The other, called Effe Erre, is off Campo Santa Maria Formosa (about €12/load, daily 6:30-23:00, on Ruga Giuffa, Castello 4826—see map on here, mobile 349-058-3881, Massimo).


To save time and spend about the same amount, take your laundry to the full-service Lavanderia Gabriella, a few streets north of St. Mark’s Square (€15/load includes wash, dry, and fold; drop off Mon-Fri 8:00-12:30, closed Sat-Sun; pick up 2 hours later or next working day, on Rio Terà de le Colonne, San Marco 985—see map on here, tel. 041-522-1758, Elisabetta).


Travel Agencies: If you need to get train tickets, make seat reservations, or arrange a cuccetta (koo-CHET-tah—a berth on a night train), you can avoid a time-consuming trip to Venice’s crowded train station by booking online or using a downtown travel agency. Most trains between Venice, Florence, and Rome require reservations, even for rail-pass holders. Booking online saves money. If using a travel agency, you’ll be charged a booking fee (it should be no more than €7 per purchase—for example, four people buying round-trip Venice-Verona tickets together is considered one purchase, and therefore a total booking fee of €7; one person buying a €5 one-way ticket to Padua pays a €7 booking fee). Agencies won’t tell you about special deals unless you ask (such as getting major savings if you buy non-changeable tickets). Tickets for simple, short train rides can be bought from a machine at the train station moments before you travel.


Oltrex Travel is handy (one bridge past the Bridge of Sighs, just across from the San Zaccaria vaporetto stop—see map on here, daily 9:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30; tel. 041-476-1926, Luca and Beatrice).


Agenzie 365 is in the main lobby of the train station, where you can buy vaporetto and train tickets (about an 8 percent surcharge on train tickets, daily 8:00-19:30; tel. 041-275-9412).


English Church Services: San Zulian Church offers a Mass in English (generally May-Sept Mon-Fri at 9:30 and Sun at 11:30, Oct-April Sun at 10:30, 2 blocks toward Rialto off St. Mark’s Square, tel. 041-523-5383). St. George’s Anglican Church welcomes all to its English-language Eucharist (Sun at 10:30, located on Campo San Zio in Dorsoduro, midway between Accademia and Peggy Guggenheim Collection, www.stgeorgesvenice.com).


GETTING AROUND VENICE


On Foot


The city’s “streets” are narrow pedestrian walkways connecting its docks, squares, bridges, and courtyards. To navigate, look for signs on street corners pointing you to (per) the nearest major landmark. The first landmarks you’ll get to know are San Marco (St. Mark’s Square), Rialto (the bridge), Accademia (another bridge), Ferrovia (“railroad,” meaning the train station), and Piazzale Roma (the bus station). Determine whether your destination is in the direction of a major, signposted landmark, then follow the signs through the maze.


As you get more comfortable with the city, dare to disobey these signs, avoid the posted routes, and make your own discoveries. While 80 percent of Venice is, in fact, not touristy, 80 percent of the tourists never notice. Escape the crowds and explore on foot. Walk and walk to the far reaches of the town.


Don’t worry about getting lost—in fact, get as lost as possible. Keep reminding yourself, “I’m on an island, and I can’t get off.” When it comes time to find your way, just follow the arrows on building corners or simply ask a local, “Dov’è San Marco?” (“Where is St. Mark’s?”) People in the tourist business (that’s most Venetians) speak some English. If they don’t, listen politely, watch where their hands point, say “Grazie,” and head off in that direction. If you’re lost, refer to your map, your smartphone app, or pop into a hotel and ask for their business card—it probably comes with a map and a prominent “You are here.”


Every building in Venice has a house number. The numbers relate to the district (each with about 6,000 address numbers), not the street. Therefore, if you need to find a specific address, it helps to know its district, street, house number, and nearby landmarks.


Some helpful street terminology: Campo means square, a campiello is a small square, calle (pronounced “KAH-lay” with an “L” sound) means “street,” and a ponte is a bridge. A fondamenta is the embankment along a canal or the lagoon. A rio terà is a street that was once a canal and has been filled in. A sotoportego is a covered passageway. Salizzada literally means a paved area (usually a wide street). The abbreviations S. and S.S. mean “saint” and “saints” respectively. Don’t get hung up on the exact spelling of street and square names, which may sometimes appear in Venetian dialect (which uses de la, novo, and vechio) and other times in standard Italian (which uses della, nuovo, and vecchio).


By Vaporetto


Venice’s public transit system, run by a company called ACTV, is a fleet of motorized bus-boats called vaporetti. They work like city buses except that they never get a flat, the stops are docks, and if you jump off between stops, you might drown. For the same prices, you can purchase tickets and passes at docks and from ACTV affiliate VèneziaUnica (ACTV-tel. 041-2424, www.actv.it; VèneziaUnica—www.veneziaunica.it).
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Tickets and Passes


Individual Vaporetto Tickets: A single ticket costs €7.50. Kids age 6 and up pay the same fare as an adult (kids under 6 travel free). Tickets are good for 75 minutes; you can hop on and off at stops and change boats during that time. Your ticket (a plastic card embedded with a chip) is refillable—don’t toss it after the first use. You can put more money on it at the automated kiosks and avoid waiting in line at the ticket window. The fare is reduced to €5 for a few one-stop runs (corsa semplice) that are hard to do by foot, including from San Zaccaria to San Giorgio Maggiore. It’s smart to keep your receipt (in case you’re checked and your ticket is faulty).




Handy Vaporetti from San Zaccaria, near St. Mark’s Square


Several vaporetti leave from the San Zaccaria docks, located 150 yards east of St. Mark’s Square. There are four San Zaccaria docks spaced about 70 yards apart, with six different berths, lettered A to F. Check the big electronic board (next to the C/D dock), which indicates the departure time, line number, destination, and berth letter of upcoming vaporetti. Once you’ve figured out which boat you want, go to that letter berth and hop on.


Line #1: This vaporetto goes up the Grand Canal, making all the stops, including San Marco, Rialto, Ferrovia (train station), and Piazzale Roma (but it does not go as far as Tronchetto). In the other direction, it goes from San Zaccaria to Arsenale and Giardini before ending on the Lido.


Line #2: This vaporetto zips over to San Giorgio Maggiore, the island church across from St. Mark’s Square (5 minutes, €5 ride). From there, it continues on to stops on the island of Giudecca, the parking lot at Tronchetto, and then down the Grand Canal. Note: You cannot ride the #2 up the Grand Canal (for example, to Rialto or the train station) directly from this stop—you’ll need to walk five minutes along the waterfront, past St. Mark’s Square, to the San Marco-Giardinetti dock and hop the #2 from there.


Line #4.1: This boat goes to San Michele and Murano (45 minutes).


Line #7: This is the summertime express boat to Murano (25 minutes).


Molino Stucky Shuttle Boat: This takes even non-guests to the Hilton Hotel, with its popular view bar (20-minute ride, 3/hour, from its own dock near the San Zaccaria-B dock).


Lines #5.1 and #5.2: These are the circulare (cheer-koo-LAH-ray), making a loop around the perimeter of the island, with a stop at the Lido—perfect if you just like riding boats. Line #5.1 goes counterclockwise, and #5.2 goes clockwise. Both run less frequently in the evenings.
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Alilaguna Shuttle Boat: This runs to and from the airport, stopping here as well.





Vaporetto Passes: You can buy a pass for unlimited use of vaporetti: €20/24 hours, €30/48 hours, €40/72 hours, €60/7-day pass. All passes must be validated each time you board by touching it to the small white machine on the dock. Because single tickets cost a hefty €7.50 a pop, these passes can pay for themselves in a hurry. Think through your Venice itinerary before you step up to the ticket booth to pay for your first vaporetto trip. The 48-hour pass pays for itself with five rides (for example: to your hotel on your arrival, on a Grand Canal joyride, into the lagoon and back, and to the train station). Keep in mind that smaller and/or outlying stops, such as Sant’Elena and Biennale, are unstaffed—another good reason to buy a pass. It’s fun to be able to hop on and off spontaneously, and avoid long ticket lines. On the other hand, many tourists just walk through Venice and rarely use a boat.


Travelers between ages 14-29 can get a 72-hour pass for €22 if they also buy a Rolling Venice discount card for €6 (see here). Those settling in for a much longer stay can ride like a local by buying the Vènezia Unica card (see www.veneziaunica.com for details).


Passes are also valid on some of ACTV’s mainland buses, including bus #2 to Mestre (but not the #5 to the airport nor the airport buses run by ATVO, a separate company). Pass holders get a discounted fare for all ACTV buses that originate or terminate at Marco Polo Airport (€6 one-way, €12 round-trip, must be purchased at the same time as the pass; otherwise, the airport shuttle costs €8 one-way, €15 round-trip).


Buying and Validating Tickets and Passes: Purchase tickets and passes from the automated machines at most stops, from ticket windows (at larger stops), or from the VèneziaUnica offices at the train station, bus station, and Tronchetto parking lot.


Before you board, validate your ticket by holding it up to the small white machine on the dock until you hear a pinging sound. If you purchase a vaporetto pass, you need to touch the pass to the machine each time you board the boat. The machine readout shows how long your ticket is valid—and inspectors do come by now and then to check tickets. If you’re unable to purchase a ticket before boarding, seek out the conductor immediately to buy a single ticket (or risk a €50 fine).


Important Vaporetto Lines


For most travelers, only two vaporetto lines matter: line #1 and line #2. These lines leave every 10 minutes or so and go up and down the Grand Canal, between the “mouth” of the fish at one end and St. Mark’s Square at the other. Line #1 is the slow boat, taking 45 minutes and making every stop along the way. Line #2 is the fast boat that zips down the Grand Canal in 25 minutes, stopping only at Tronchetto (parking lot), Piazzale Roma (bus station), Ferrovia (train station), Rialto Bridge, San Tomà (Frari Church), San Samuele (opposite Ca’ Rezzonico), Accademia Bridge, and San Marco (west end of St. Mark’s Square, end of the line).


Sorting out the different directions of travel can be confusing. Some boats run on circular routes, in one direction only (for example, lines #5.1 and #5.2, plus the non-Murano sections of lines #4.1 and #4.2). Line #2 runs in both directions and is almost, but not quite, a full loop. The #2 boat leaving from the San Marco stop goes in one direction (up the Grand Canal), while from the San Zaccaria stop—just a five-minute walk away—it goes in the opposite direction (around the tail of the “fish”). Make sure you use the correct stop to avoid taking the long way around to your destination.


To clear up any confusion, ask a ticket-seller or conductor for help (sometimes they’re stationed on the dock to help confused tourists). Get a copy of the most current ACTV map and timetable (in English and Italian, theoretically free at ticket booths but usually unavailable—can be downloaded from www.actv.it). System maps are posted at stops, but it’s smart to print out your own copy of the map from the ACTV website before your trip.


Boarding and Riding


Many stops have two boarding platforms, and large stops—such as San Marco, San Zaccaria, Rialto, Ferrovia (train station), and Piazzale Roma—have multiple platforms. At these larger stops, helpful electronic boards display which boats are coming next, and when, and from which platform they leave; each platform is assigned a letter (clearly marked above the gangway). At smaller stops without electronic displays, signs on each platform show the vaporetto lines that stop there and the direction they are headed. As you board, confirm your destination by looking for an electronic sign on the boat or just asking the conductor.
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You may notice some vaporetti sporting a corsa bis sign, indicating that it’s running a shortened or altered route, and that riders may have to hop off partway (at Rialto, for example) and wait for the next boat. If you see a corsa bis sign, before boarding ask the conductor whether the boat is going to your desired destination (e.g., simply ask “San Marco?”).


Crowd-Beating Tips


For fun, take the Grand Canal Cruise (see that chapter). But be warned: Grand Canal vaporetti in particular can be absolutely jam-packed, especially during the tourist rush hour (during mornings heading in from Piazzale Roma, and in evenings heading out to Piazzale Roma). Riding at night, with nearly empty boats and chandelier-lit palace interiors viewable from the Grand Canal, can be a highlight of your Venetian experience.


By Traghetto


Only four bridges cross the Grand Canal, but traghetti (shuttle gondolas) ferry locals and in-the-know tourists across the Grand Canal at three additional locations (marked on the color map of Venice at the front of this book). Just step in, hand the gondolier €2, and enjoy the ride—standing or sitting. Some traghetti are seasonal, some stop running as early as 12:30, and all stop by 18:00. Traghetti are not covered by any transit pass.
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Is Venice Sinking?


Venice has battled rising water levels since the fifth century. But today, the water seems to be winning. Several factors, both natural and man-made, cause Venice to flood about 100 times a year—usually from October until late winter—a phenomenon called the acqua alta.


On my last trip I asked a Venetian how much the city is sinking. He said, “Less than the sea is rising.” Venice sits atop sediments deposited at the ancient mouth of the Po River, which are still compacting and settling. Early industrial projects, such as offshore piers and the railroad bridge to the mainland, affected the sea floor and tidal cycles in ways that made the city more vulnerable to flooding. Twentieth-century industry worsened things by pumping massive amounts of groundwater out of the aquifer beneath the lagoon for nearly 50 years before the government stopped the practice in the 1970s. In the last century, Venice has sunk by about nine inches.


[image: Image]


Meanwhile, the waters around Venice are rising, a phenomenon that’s especially apparent in winter. The highest so far was in November of 1966, when a huge storm (the same one that famously flooded Florence) raised Venice’s water level to more than six feet above the norm. The notorious acqua alta happens when an unusually high tide combines with strong sirocco winds and a storm. Although tides are minuscule in the Mediterranean, the narrow, shallow Adriatic Sea has about a three-foot tidal range. When a storm—an area of low pressure—travels over a body of water, it pulls the surface of the water up into a dome. As strong sirocco winds from Africa blow storms north up the Adriatic, they push this high water ahead of the front, causing a surging storm tide. Add to that the worldwide sea-level rise that’s resulted from recent climate change (melting ice caps, thermal expansion of the water, more frequent and more powerful storms) and it makes a high sea that much higher.


If the acqua alta appears during your visit, you’ll see the first puddles in the center of paved squares, pooling around the limestone grates at the square’s lowest point. These grates cover cisterns that long held Venice’s only source of drinking water. That’s right: Surrounded by the lagoon and beset by constant flooding, this city had no natural source of fresh water. For centuries, residents carried water from the mainland with much effort and risk. In the ninth century, they devised a way to collect rainwater by using paved, cleverly sloped squares as catchment systems, with limestone filters covering underground clay tubs. Venice’s population grew markedly once citizens were able to access fresh water by simply dropping buckets down into these “wells.” Several thousand cisterns provided the city with drinking water up until 1884, when an aqueduct was built (paralleling the railroad bridge) to bring in water from nearby mountains. Now the wells are capped, the clay tubs are rotted out, and rain drains from squares into the lagoon—or up from it, as the case may be.


[image: Image]


So, what is Venice doing about the flooding? After the 1966 flood, officials knew something had to be done, but it took about four decades to come up with a solution. In 2003, a consortium of engineering firms began construction on the MOSE Project. Named for the acronym of its Italian name, Modulo Sperimentale Elettromeccanico, it’s also a nod to Moses and his (albeit temporary) mastery over the sea.


Underwater “mobile” gates are being installed on the floor of the sea at the three inlets where the open sea enters Venice’s lagoon. When the seawater rises above a certain level, air will be pumped into the gates, causing them to rise and shut out the Adriatic. The first gates are already installed and on the verge of becoming operational. But, in good Italian fashion, greedy government officials were unable to resist the opportunity for personal enrichment and a corruption scandal has stranded the entire project for the foreseeable future.





By Water Taxi


Venetian taxis, like speedboat limos, hang out at busy points along the Grand Canal. Prices are regulated: €15 for pickup, then €2 per minute; €5 per person for more than four passengers (boats can carry around 10 people); and €10 between 22:00 and 6:00. If you have more bags than passengers, the extra ones cost €3 apiece. (For information on taking the water taxi to/from the airport, see the Venice Connections chapter.) Despite regulation, prices can be soft; negotiate and settle on the price or rate before stepping in. For travelers with lots of luggage or small groups who can split the cost, taxi boat rides can be a worthwhile and time-saving convenience—and skipping across the lagoon in a classic wooden motorboat is a cool indulgence. For a little more than €100 an hour, you can have a private, unguided taxi-boat tour. You may find more competitive rates if you prebook through the Consorzio Motoscafi water taxi association tel. 041-522-2303, www.motoscafivenezia.it).


By Gondola


If you’re interested in hiring a gondolier for your own private cruise, see the Nightlife in Venice chapter.


Tours in Venice


Local guides and tour companies offer plenty of walking tours that cater to a variety of interests.


[image: image] To sightsee on your own, download my free audio tours that illuminate some of Venice’s top sights (see sidebar on here).


Avventure Bellissime Venice Tours


This company offers several English-only two-hour walks, including a basic St. Mark’s Square introduction called the “Original Venice Walking Tour” (€25, includes church entry, most days at 11:00, Sun at 14:00; 45 minutes on the square, 15 minutes in the church, one hour along back streets), a 70-minute private boat tour of the Grand Canal (€48, daily at 16:00, 8 people maximum), a “Hidden Venice” tour (€25, in summer 3/week at 11:30), and mainland excursions (details at www.tours-italy.com, tel. 041-970-499, info@tours-italy.com). For a 10 percent Rick Steves discount, contact them ahead of time for a promo code.


Alessandro’s Classic Venice Bars Backstreets Tours


Debonair Alessandro Schezzini is a connoisseur of Venetian bacari—classic old bars serving wine and traditional cicchetti snacks. He organizes two-hour Venetian bar tours (€35/person, most nights at 18:00) that include sampling cicchetti with wines at three bacari. (If you think of this tour as a light dinner with a local friend, it’s a particularly good value.)


Alessandro is not a licensed guide, so he can’t take you into sights. But his relaxed, 1.5-hour Backstreets Tour gets you beyond the clichés and into offbeat Venice (€20/person, most nights at 16:30).


Both tours depart almost daily in season when six or more sign up. They meet 50 yards north of the Rialto Bridge under the big clock on Campo San Giacomo. (Book via email, alessandro@schezzini.it, or by phone, mobile 335-530-9024; www.schezzini.it.)


Artviva Tours


This company offers several tours, including general intro-to-Venice tours, themed tours (Grand Canal, Venice Walk, Doge’s Palace, Gondola Tour), or a private “Learn to Be a Gondolier” tour (for details, see www.italy.artviva.com). They offer a 10 percent Rick Steves discount (www.artviva.com/ricksteves, username “ricksteves” and password “reader”).


Venicescapes


Michael Broderick’s private, themed tours of Venice are intellectually demanding and beyond the attention span of most mortal tourists. But travelers with a keen interest and a desire to learn find him passionate and engaging. Your time with Michael is like a rolling, graduate-level lecture (see his website for various 4- to 6-hour itineraries, 2 people-$280-310 or the euro equivalent, $60/person after that, admissions and transport extra, tel. 041-850-5742, mobile 349-479-7406, www.venicescapes.org, info@venicescapes.org).


Local Guides


Plenty of licensed, trained guides are available. If you organize a small group from your hotel at breakfast to split the cost (figure on €75/hour with a 2-hour minimum), the fee becomes more reasonable. I’ve enjoyed working with the following guides:


Walks Inside Venice is enthusiastic about teaching (€270/3 hours per group of up to 6; Roberta: mobile 347-253-0560; Sara: mobile 335-522-9714; www.walksinsidevenice.com, info@walksinsidevenice.com). They also do side-trips to outlying destinations, and offer regularly scheduled small-group, English-only walking tours (€62.50, Mon-Sat at 14:30, 2.5 hours). Ask about Rick Steves discounts.


[image: Image]


Corine Govi and Elisabetta Morelli, who run 2Guides4Venice, are informative and reliable (Corine, mobile 347-966-8346, corine_g@libero.it; Elisabetta, tel. 041-526-7816, mobile 328-753-5220, bettamorelli@inwind.it, www.2guides4venice.com).


Venice with a Guide, a co-op of 10 good guides, offers a range of tours, (€150 for a 2-hour tour; for more, go to www.venicewithaguide.com).


Tour Leader Venice, a.k.a. Treviso Car Service, specializes in getting you outside of Venice by car or minivan—to countryside villas, wine-and-cheese tastings, and the Dolomites—but also offers guided walks in Venice (mobile 348-900-0700 or 333-411-2840; www.trevisocarservice.com, tvcarservice@gmail.com; for Venice tours also see www.tourleadervenice.com, info@tourleadervenice.com; Igor, Andrea, and Marta). They also provide transfer services to Venice’s airport and cruise terminal (see here).


Tour Packages for Students


Andy Steves (Rick’s son) runs Weekend Student Adventures (WSA Europe), offering three-day and 10-day budget travel packages across Europe including accommodations, skip-the-line sightseeing, and unique local experiences. Locally guided and DIY unguided options are available for student and budget travelers in 12 of Europe’s most popular cities, including Venice (guided trips from €199, see www.wsaeurope.com for details).
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SIGHTS IN VENICE


Venice at a Glance


SAN MARCO DISTRICT


▲▲▲St. Mark’s Square (Piazza San Marco)


▲▲▲St. Mark’s Basilica (Basilica di San Marco)


▲▲▲Doge’s Palace (Palazzo Ducale)


Map: Venice


▲▲Correr Museum (Museo Correr)


▲Campanile (Campanile di San Marco)


La Fenice Opera House (Gran Teatro alla Fenice)


Palazzo Grassi


BEHIND ST. MARK’S BASILICA


▲Bridge of Sighs


Church of San Zaccaria


ACROSS THE LAGOON FROM ST. MARK’S SQUARE


▲San Giorgio Maggiore


DORSODURO DISTRICT


▲▲Accademia (Galleria dell’Accademia)


▲▲Peggy Guggenheim Collection


▲La Salute Church (Santa Maria della Salute)


▲Ca’ Rezzonico (Museum of 18th-Century Venice)


▲Punta della Dogana


SANTA CROCE DISTRICT


▲Ca’ Pesaro International Gallery of Modern Art


Palazzo Mocenigo Costume Museum (Museo di Palazzo Mocenigo)


SAN POLO DISTRICT


▲▲▲Rialto Bridge


▲▲Frari Church (Basilica di Santa Maria Gloriosa dei Frari)


▲▲Scuola San Rocco


Church of San Polo


CANNAREGIO DISTRICT


Jewish Ghetto


Map: Jewish Ghetto


Calatrava Bridge (a.k.a. Ponte della Costituzione)


Ca’ d’Oro


CASTELLO DISTRICT


▲Scuola Dalmata di San Giorgio


Naval Museum, Arsenale, and Ship Pavilion


Sant’Elena


La Biennale


VENICE’S LAGOON


San Michele (a.k.a. Cimitero)


▲Murano


▲▲Burano


▲Torcello


▲Lido Beach


Venice’s greatest sight is the city itself. As well as seeing world-class museums and buildings, make time to wander narrow lanes, linger over a meal, or enjoy evening magic on St. Mark’s Square. One of Venice’s most delightful experiences—a gondola ride, worth ▲▲▲—is covered in the Nightlife in Venice chapter.


In this chapter, don’t judge a listing by its length. Some of Venice’s most important sights have the shortest listings and are marked with a [image: image]. These sights are covered in much greater detail in the individual tour chapters later in this book.


For information on sightseeing passes, see here. When you see a [image: image] in a listing, it means the sight is covered in a free audio tour (via my Rick Steves Audio Europe app—see here. Be sure to check www.ricksteves.com/update for any significant changes that may have occurred since this book was printed.


SAN MARCO DISTRICT


▲▲▲St. Mark’s Square (Piazza San Marco)


This grand square is surrounded by splashy, historic buildings and sights: St. Mark’s Basilica, the Doge’s Palace, the Campanile bell tower, and the Correr Museum. The square is filled with music, lovers, pigeons, and tourists by day, and is your private rendezvous with the Venetian past late at night, when Europe’s most magnificent dance floor is the romantic place to be.


For a slow and pricey evening thrill, invest €15 or so (including any cover charge for the music) for a drink at one of the elegant cafés with the dueling orchestras (see “Cafés on St. Mark’s Square” on here). For an unmatched experience that offers the best people-watching, it’s worth the splurge.


The Clock Tower (Torre dell’Orologio), built during the Renaissance in 1496, marks the entry to the main shopping drag, called the Mercerie (or “Marzarie,” in Venetian dialect), which connects St. Mark’s Square with the Rialto Bridge. From the piazza, you can see the bronze men (Moors) swing their huge clappers at the top of each hour. In the 17th century, one of them knocked an unsuspecting worker off the top and to his death—probably the first-ever killing by a robot. Notice one of the world’s first “digital” clocks on the tower facing the square (with dramatic flips every five minutes). You can go inside the Clock Tower with a prebooked guided tour that takes you close to the clock’s innards and out to a terrace with good views over the square and city rooftops (€12 combo-ticket includes Correr Museum—where the tour starts—but not Doge’s Palace; €7 for the tour if you already have a Museum Pass or Correr/Doge’s Palace combo-ticket; tours in English Mon-Wed at 10:00 and 11:00, Thu-Sun at 14:00 and 15:00; no kids under age 6). While reservations are required for the Clock Tower tour, you have a decent chance of being able to “reserve” on the spot—try dropping by the Correr Museum for same-day (or day-before) tickets. To ensure a spot in advance, reserve by calling 848-082-000, or book online at http://torreorologio.visitmuve.it.


[image: Image]


[image: image] See the St. Mark’s Square Tour chapter or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


▲▲▲St. Mark’s Basilica (Basilica di San Marco)


Built in the 11th century to replace an earlier church, this basilica’s distinctly Eastern-style architecture underlines Venice’s connection with Byzantium (which protected it from the ambition of Charlemagne and his Holy Roman Empire). It’s decorated with booty from returning sea captains—a kind of architectural Venetian trophy chest. The interior glows mysteriously with gold mosaics and colored marble. Since about A.D. 830, the saint’s bones have been housed on this site.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: Basilica entry is free, except if you pay €2 for an online reservation that lets you skip the line. Three interior sights charge admission (see below). Church open Mon-Sat 9:45-17:00, Sun 14:00-17:00 (Sun until 16:00 Nov-Easter), interior brilliantly lit daily 11:30-12:30, museum open daily 9:45-16:45, including on Sunday mornings when the church itself is closed; if considering a Sunday visit, note that the museum has a balcony that provides a fine view down to the church’s interior. The treasury and the Golden Altarpiece are both open Easter-Oct Mon-Sat 9:45-17:00, Sun 14:00-17:00; Nov-Easter Mon-Sat 9:45-16:00, Sun 14:00-16:00; St. Mark’s Square, vaporetto: San Marco or San Zaccaria. The dress code is strictly enforced for everyone (no bare shoulders or bare knees). Lines can be long, and bag check is mandatory, free, and can save you time in line; for details, see the “Orientation” section in the St. Mark’s Basilica Tour chapter. Tel. 041-270-8311, www.basilicasanmarco.it.


Three separate exhibits within the church charge admission: the Treasury (€3, includes audioguide), Golden Altarpiece (€2), and San Marco Museum (€5). The San Marco Museum has the original bronze horses (copies of these overlook the square), a balcony offering a remarkable view over St. Mark’s Square, and various works related to the church.


[image: image] See the St. Mark’s Basilica Tour chapter or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


▲▲▲Doge’s Palace (Palazzo Ducale)


The seat of the Venetian government and home of its ruling duke, or doge, this was the most powerful half-acre in Europe for 400 years. The Doge’s Palace was built to show off the power and wealth of the Republic. The doge lived with his family on the first floor up, near the halls of power. From his once-lavish (now sparse) quarters, you’ll follow the one-way tour through the public rooms of the top floor, finishing with the Bridge of Sighs and the prison. The place is wallpapered with masterpieces by Veronese and Tintoretto.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €19 combo-ticket includes Correr Museum, also covered by Museum Pass—see here, daily 8:30-19:00, Nov-March until 17:30, last entry one hour before closing, café, photos allowed without flash, next to St. Mark’s Basilica, just off St. Mark’s Square, vaporetto stops: San Marco or San Zaccaria, tel. 041-271-5911, http://palazzoducale.visitmuve.it.


Avoiding Lines: If the line is long at the Doge’s Palace, buy your combo-ticket at the Correr Museum across the square; then you can go directly through the Doge’s turnstile without waiting in line. Or, you can buy your ticket online—at least 48 hours in advance—on the museum website.


Tours: The audioguide costs €5, or €8 for two people. For a 1.25-hour live guided tour, consider the Secret Itineraries Tour, which takes you into palace rooms otherwise not open to the public (€20, includes Doge’s Palace admission but not Correr Museum admission; €14 with combo-ticket; three English-language tours each morning). Reserve ahead for this tour in peak season—it can fill up as much as a month in advance. Book online (http://palazzoducale.visitmuve.it), or reserve by phone (tel. 848-082-000, from the US dial 011-39-041-4273-0892), or you can try just showing up at the info desk. Avoid the Doge’s Hidden Treasures Tour—it reveals little that would be considered a “treasure” and is a waste of €20.


[image: Image]
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[image: image] See the Doge’s Palace Tour chapter.


▲▲Correr Museum (Museo Correr)


This uncrowded museum gives you a good overview of Venetian history and art. The doge memorabilia, armor, banners, statues (by Canova), and paintings (by the Bellini family and others) re-create the festive days of the Venetian Republic. And it’s all accompanied—throughout the museum—by English descriptions and views of St. Mark’s Square.


Cost and Hours: €19 combo-ticket also includes the Doge’s Palace; daily April-Oct 10:00-19:00, Nov-March 10:00-17:00, last entry one hour before closing; elegant café, enter at far end of square directly opposite basilica, tel. 041-240-5211, http://correr.visitmuve.it.


[image: image] See the Correr Museum Tour chapter.


▲Campanile (Campanile di San Marco)


This dramatic bell tower replaced a shorter tower, part of the original fortress that guarded the entry of the Grand Canal. That tower crumbled into a pile of bricks in 1902, a thousand years after it was built. Ride the elevator 325 feet to the top of the bell tower for the best view in Venice (especially at sunset). For an ear-shattering experience, be on top when the bells ring. The golden archangel Gabriel at the top always faces into the wind. Beat the crowds and enjoy the crisp morning air at 9:00 or the cool evening breeze at 18:00. Go inside to buy tickets; the kiosk in front only rents €4 audioguides and is operated by a private company.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €8, daily Easter-June and Oct 9:00-19:00, July-Sept 9:00-21:00, Nov-Easter 9:30-15:45, may close during thunderstorms, tel. 041-522-4064, www.basilicasanmarco.it.


For more on the Campanile, see here of the St. Mark’s Square Tour chapter.


La Fenice Opera House (Gran Teatro alla Fenice)


During Venice’s glorious decline in the 18th century, this was one of seven opera houses in the city, and one of the most famous in Europe. For 200 years, great operas and famous divas debuted here, applauded by ladies and gentlemen in their finery. Then in 1996, an arson fire completely gutted the theater. But La Fenice (“The Phoenix”) rose from the ashes, thanks to an eight-year effort to rebuild the historic landmark according to photographic archives of the interior. To see the results at their most glorious, attend an evening performance (theater box office open daily 10:00-17:00, tel. 041-2424, www.teatrolafenice.it).


[image: Image]


During the day, you can take an audioguide tour of the opera house. All you really see is the theater itself; there’s no “backstage” tour of dressing rooms, or an opera museum, and the dry 45-minute guide mainly recounts two centuries of construction. But the auditorium, ringed with box seats, is impressive: pastel blue with sparkling gold filigree, muses depicted on the ceiling, and a starburst chandelier. It’s also a bit saccharine and brings sadness to Venetians who remember the place before the fire. Other than a minor exhibit of opera scores and Maria Callas memorabilia, there’s little to see from the world of opera. To save money and get just a peek at the place, walk into the entrance hall and browse the small bookshop.


For more on the opera house, see here of the St. Mark’s to Rialto Loop Walk chapter.


Cost and Hours: €10 audioguide tours, generally open daily 9:30-18:00, but can vary wildly, depending on the performance schedule—to confirm, call box office number (listed above) or check www.festfenice.com. La Fenice is on Campo San Fantin, between St. Mark’s Square and the Accademia Bridge.


Palazzo Grassi


This former palace, gleaming proudly on the San Marco side of the Grand Canal, holds a branch of the Punta della Dogana contemporary art museum (for details, see “Punta della Dogana,” later; www.palazzograssi.it).




Venice at a Glance


▲▲▲St. Mark’s Square Venice’s grand main square. Hours: Always open. See here.





▲▲▲St. Mark’s Basilica Cathedral with mosaics, saint’s bones, treasury, museum, and viewpoint of square. Hours: Mon-Sat 9:45-17:00, Sun 14:00-17:00 (until 16:00 Nov-Easter). See here.





▲▲▲Doge’s Palace Art-splashed palace of former rulers, with prison accessible through Bridge of Sighs. Hours: Daily 8:30-19:00, Nov-March until 17:30. See here.





▲▲▲Rialto Bridge Distinctive bridge spanning the Grand Canal, with a market nearby. Hours: Bridge—always open; market—souvenir stalls open daily, produce market closed Sun, fish market closed Sun-Mon. See here.





▲▲Correr Museum Venetian history and art. Hours: Daily April-Oct 10:00-19:00, Nov-March 10:00-17:00. See here.





▲▲Accademia Venice’s top art museum. Hours: Mon 8:15-14:00, Tue-Sun 8:15-19:15. See here.





▲▲Peggy Guggenheim Collection Popular display of 20th-century art. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-18:00, closed Tue. See here.





▲▲Frari Church Franciscan church featuring Renaissance masters. Hours: Mon-Sat 9:00-18:00, Sun 13:00-18:00. See here.





▲▲Scuola San Rocco “Tintoretto’s Sistine Chapel.” Hours: Daily 9:30-17:30. See here.





▲Campanile Dramatic bell tower on St. Mark’s Square with elevator to the top. Hours: Daily Easter-June and Oct 9:00-19:00, July-Sept 9:00-21:00; Nov-Easter 9:30-15:45. See here.





▲Bridge of Sighs Famous enclosed bridge, part of Doge’s Palace, near St. Mark’s Square. Hours: Always viewable. See here.





▲La Salute Church Striking church dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Hours: Daily 9:00-12:00 & 15:00-17:30. See here.





▲Ca’ Rezzonico Posh Grand Canal palazzo with 18th-century Venetian art. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00, closed Tue year-round. See here.





▲Punta della Dogana Museum of contemporary art. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-19:00, closed Tue. See here.





▲Ca’ Pesaro International Gallery of Modern Art Fine museum in a canalside palazzo. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00, closed Mon year-round. See here.





▲Scuola Dalmata di San Giorgio Exquisite Renaissance meeting house. Hours: Mon 13:30-17:30, Tue-Sat 9:30-17:30, Sun 9:30-13:30. See here.





Church of San Zaccaria Final resting place of St. Zechariah, plus a Bellini altarpiece and an eerie crypt. Hours: Mon-Sat 10:00-12:00 & 16:00-18:00, Sun 16:00-18:00. See here.





Church of San Polo Has works by Tintoretto, Veronese, and Tiepolo. Hours: Mon-Sat 10:00-17:00, closed Sun. See here.





Nearby Islands


▲San Giorgio Maggiore Island facing St. Mark’s Square, featuring church with Palladio architecture, Tintoretto paintings, and fine views back on Venice. Hours: Daily 7:00-19:00, Nov-March closes at dusk. See here.





San Michele Cemetery island on the lagoon. Hours: Daily 7:30-18:00, Oct-March until 16:30. See here.





▲Murano Island famous for glass factories and glassmaking museum. Hours: Glass Museum open daily 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00. See here.





▲▲Burano Sleepy island known for lacemaking and lace museum. Hours: Museum open Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00, closed Mon year-round. See here.





▲Torcello Near-deserted island with old church, bell tower, and museum. Hours: Church open daily March-Oct 10:30-18:00, Nov-Feb 10:00-17:00, museum closed Mon. See here.





▲Lido Family-friendly beach. See here.






BEHIND ST. MARK’S BASILICA



▲Bridge of Sighs


This much-photographed bridge connects the Doge’s Palace with the prison. Travelers popularized this bridge in the Romantic 19th century. Supposedly, a condemned man would be led over this bridge on his way to the prison, take one last look at the glory of Venice, and sigh. Though overhyped, the Bridge of Sighs is undeniably tingle-worthy—especially after dark, when the crowds have dispersed and it’s just you and floodlit Venice. During the middle of the day, however, being immersed in the pandemonium of global tourism (and selfie sticks) can be a fascinating experience in itself.


[image: Image]


Getting There: The Bridge of Sighs is around the corner from the Doge’s Palace. Walk toward the waterfront, turn left along the water, and look up the first canal on your left. You can walk across the bridge (from the inside) by visiting the Doge’s Palace.


[image: image] See the St. Mark’s to San Zaccaria Walk chapter and the [image: image] Doge’s Palace Tour chapter.


Church of San Zaccaria


This historic church is home to a sometimes-waterlogged crypt, a Bellini altarpiece, a Tintoretto painting, and the final resting place of St. Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist.


Cost and Hours: Free, €1.50 to enter crypt, €0.50 coin to light up Bellini’s altarpiece, Mon-Sat 10:00-12:00 & 16:00-18:00, Sun 16:00-18:00 only, two canals behind St. Mark’s Basilica.


[image: image] See the St. Mark’s to San Zaccaria Walk chapter.


ACROSS THE LAGOON FROM ST. MARK’S SQUARE


▲San Giorgio Maggiore


This is the dreamy church-topped island you can see from the waterfront by St. Mark’s Square. The striking church, designed by Palladio, features art by Tintoretto, a bell tower, and good views of Venice.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: Free entry to church; daily 7:00-19:00, Nov-March closes at dusk. The bell tower costs €6 and is accessible by elevator (runs until 15 minutes before the church closes but is not accessible Sun during services).




Venice Early and Late


Most sightseeing in Venice is restricted to the hours between 10:00 and 18:00. Here are some exceptions:


Sights Open Early


Accademia: Daily at 8:15.


Doge’s Palace: Daily at 8:30.


Naval Museum (Ship Pavilion): Mon-Fri at 8:45.


Campanile: Daily Easter-Oct at 9:00, Nov-Easter at 9:30.


Frari Church: Mon-Sat at 9:00.


La Salute Church: Daily at 9:00.


San Giorgio Maggiore: Daily at 7:00.


Scuola Dalmata di San Giorgio: Tue-Sun at 9:30.


Scuola San Rocco: Daily at 9:30.


St. Mark’s Basilica: Mon-Sat at 9:45.


San Marco Museum: Daily at 9:45.


Sights Open Late


Doge’s Palace: Daily April-Oct until 19:00.


Correr Museum: Daily April-Oct until 19:00.


Punta della Dogana: Wed-Mon until 19:00.


Jewish Museum: June-Sept Sun-Fri until 19:00.


Campanile: Daily Easter-June and Oct until 19:00, July-Sept until 21:00.


Accademia: Tue-Sun until 19:15.


Ca’ d’Oro: Tue-Sun until 19:15.


Always Open


St. Mark’s Square and the Rialto Bridge are always open, uncrowded in the early morning, and magical at night.





Getting There: To reach the island from St. Mark’s Square, take the one-stop, three-minute ride on vaporetto #2 from San Zaccaria (6/hour, €5 special vaporetto ticket, direction: Tronchetto).


[image: image] See the San Giorgio Maggiore Tour chapter.


DORSODURO DISTRICT


▲▲Accademia (Galleria dell’Accademia)


Venice’s top art museum, packed with highlights of the Venetian Renaissance, features paintings by the Bellini family, Titian, Tintoretto, Veronese, Tiepolo, Giorgione, Canaletto, and Testosterone. It’s just over the wooden Accademia Bridge from the San Marco action.


Cost and Hours: €15, Mon 8:15-14:00, Tue-Sun 8:15-19:15, last entry one hour before closing, dull audioguide-€6, no flash photos allowed. At Accademia Bridge, vaporetto: Accademia, tel. 041-522-2247, www.gallerieaccademia.org.




Billboards


As part of Venice’s ongoing renovation, you will see scaffolding covering major monuments—and advertising covering the scaffolding. Cash-strapped Venice is seeking funding from corporations in exchange for advertising space. Might there be Coca-Cola ads covering St. Mark’s Square? The mayor of Venice said of the possibility of more billboards: “It’s not beautiful. It’s not ugly. It’s necessary.”


[image: Image]





[image: image] See the Accademia Tour chapter.


▲▲Peggy Guggenheim Collection


The popular museum of far-out art, housed in the American heiress’ former retirement palazzo, offers one of Europe’s best reviews of the art of the first half of the 20th century. Stroll through styles represented by artists whom Peggy knew personally—Cubism (Picasso, Braque), Surrealism (Dalí, Ernst), Futurism (Boccioni), American Abstract Expressionism (Pollock), and a sprinkling of Klee, Calder, and Chagall.


Cost and Hours: €15, usually includes temporary exhibits, Wed-Mon 10:00-18:00, closed Tue, audioguide-€7, pricey café, vaporetto: Accademia or Salute, tel. 041-240-5411, www.guggenheim-venice.it.


[image: image] See the Peggy Guggenheim Collection Tour chapter.


▲La Salute Church (Santa Maria della Salute)


This impressive church with a crown-shaped dome was built and dedicated to the Virgin Mary by grateful survivors of the 1630 plague.


Cost and Hours: Free entry to church, €3 to enter the Sacristy; daily 9:00-12:00 & 15:00-17:30. It’s a 10-minute walk from the Accademia Bridge; the Salute vaporetto stop is at its doorstep, tel. 041-274-3928, www.seminariovenezia.it.


[image: image] See the La Salute Church Tour chapter.


▲Ca’ Rezzonico (Museum of 18th-Century Venice)


This Grand Canal palazzo offers the most insightful look at the life of Venice’s rich and famous in the 1700s. Wander under ceilings by Tiepolo, among furnishings from that most decadent century, enjoying views of the canal and paintings by Guardi, Canaletto, and Longhi.
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