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Chapter One


To begin with, nobody noticed.


Mind you, you couldn’t blame Mother Spider. If she’d only had one baby, she’d have been sure to notice.


But she had a hundred babies, all hatching out at the same time. How could she be expected to know that ninety-nine spiderlings were normal and one was different?


Father Spider didn’t notice. For one thing, he didn’t like children.


For another, he was always too busy sitting quite still, waiting for house-flies and bluebottles to land in his web, in the highest darkest corner of the room.


Emily’s ninety-nine brothers and sisters didn’t notice.


Nobody noticed, not even Emily, until the night of the Spider Sports.


For the grown-up spiders, there were lots of different events. There was web-spinning (how quickly could you make a whole one from start to finish) and fly-parcelling (how quickly could you tie up a fly in silken threads) and fly-eating (how quickly could you… yes, well, I needn’t explain that.
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And there was abseiling, where you let out a thread and whizzed down it from the ceiling, and thread-climbing, where you whizzed back up again.


But for the spiderlings there were only the eight-legged races.


Now this was where Emily’s troubles began.


Not that she didn’t run in the eight-legged races at the Spider Sports.


She did.


Not that she didn’t win.


She did.


The trouble was that she won them all and she won them all so easily.


First, all the spiderlings were lined up at one end of the room, and they had to race across the carpet to the other end.


Emily won easily.
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Then they had to race up the wall of the room.


Emily won easily.


Then they had to race down the wall.


Emily won easily.
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