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Chapter One

It was a bright, breezy morning. The Famous Five – Jo, her dog Timmy and her three cousins Allie, Max and Dylan – headed out of Jo’s house. They had skateboards tucked under their arms.

Jo was in her usual tomboy gear: dungarees, hoodie and muddy boots. Allie, on the other hand, had gone for a pink outfit with matching top, tights, skirt, shoes and bag.

Max fancied himself as the best skateboarder among his cousins. He thrust back his shoulders and took a deep breath of fresh sea air. They were only a mile from the coast here. “Today seems like a day ripe for kickflips,” he grinned. “Kickflips and heelflips.” He dropped his board on the veranda and demonstrated. To the untrained eye, the two flips looked more or less the same. But in skateboarding, there was a whole world of difference.

“I beg to differ,” interrupted Max’s dark-haired cousin Dylan. “It strikes me as nosegrind weather.” Straightening his glasses, he checked out the handrail on the steps that led from the veranda down to the garden. A nosegrind needed something to slide down. The handrail was perfect.

“Wait a minute!” Allie squealed. Dylan almost dropped his board. “Don’t anybody move!”

Her cousins waited, agog, as Allie dashed back into the house. When she returned a minute later clutching a necklace, everyone groaned.

“I nearly forgot my ‘Hip Kitty’ medallion,” Allie panted, fixing it round her neck. “It matches my skateboard.”

That was Allie all over. Accessorise, accessorise, accessorise.

“You’re such a girlie-girl, Allie,” Jo sighed. She eyed Allie’s little skirt. “And you can’t do any moves in a skirt like that. It’ll blow up like a parachute.”

“I can do any move you can,” Allie said at once. “And I’ll look great whilst doing it.”

She went straight into a magnificent skating routine, kickflipping and heelflipping and nosegrinding perfectly down the handrail. Her cheerleader smile didn’t waver from start to finish.

“Woahh!” Allie squealed as she soared off the end of the handrail. “Ah!”

Max laughed. Allie was always full of surprises.

“There you have it, sport lovers!” said Dylan, speaking into an imaginary microphone in the style of a sports commentator. “The gauntlet has been thrown down, the challenge undertaken. Who will emerge victorious?”

Max assumed the stance of a valiant knight heading off to battle. “To the half-pipe!” he roared.

Laughing and joking, the cousins rounded the corner to where they had built a skateboarding half-pipe from an old metal drainage pipe. Max, Dylan and Timmy settled down at the edges while Jo and Allie took up their positions on the platforms at opposite ends of the half-pipe.
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