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Preface


Many years ago when on holiday in Florida my wife Louise punctured her ear drum. The first Sunday back at Westminster Chapel she happened to sit next to a young lady – Judith – who was deaf. For some reason Louise knew instantly that she should learn sign language. She did, and the eventual result was that Louise started a signing ministry to deaf people. During this same era a young man named Victor also felt inspired to learn signing. He did, and became a brilliant signer. The truth was, though, he had his eye on Judith! His plan worked, and it was my pleasure to take the wedding of Judith and Victor a few years later.


While at Westminster Chapel I preached through 1 Corinthians. When we came to 1 Corinthians 12:8–10 (the section on the gifts of the Holy Spirit) I spent the entire sermon on the first gift listed – wisdom. After the service Judith came to me and said, ‘Would you please consider writing a book on wisdom?’ She may have forgotten this, but I didn’t. It has been on my list as a book I wanted to write for many years – and Judith will no doubt be surprised to learn that I have dedicated this book to both her and Victor.


In the year 2000, Hodder & Stoughton asked me to write a book describing my ministry at Westminster Chapel. It came out in early 2002, coinciding with our departure from the Chapel. I called the book In Pursuit of His Glory – and it was an honest description of my efforts during those twenty-five years. While writing the present book, it came to me that I should call it In Pursuit of His Wisdom. Like the glory of God, we can only pursue it. We will not come to the end of that pursuit until we see Christ face to face and are like him (1 John 3:3). So too with wisdom. Christ’s wisdom is imputed to us when we trust his death on the cross (1 Cor. 1:30) – and imparted to us only in measure in the here and now. But one day we shall know God’s wisdom in a manner impossible to grasp on this earth. We only pursue it. That is what this book is about.


I am so grateful for friends like Rob Parsons and Lyndon and Celia Bowring for reading the manuscript. I thank Lyndon for writing the Foreword and Celia for her help, particularly regarding the sections that deal with women in Scripture.


I want to thank Ian Metcalf at Hodder for publishing this book, and I particularly want to thank my brilliant editor Katherine Venn for her wisdom in this my latest literary venture. She has been my editor before, and I am thrilled to have her counsel once again. My deepest thanks, as always, are to Louise – my best friend and critic.


It is my prayer that this book will bless you and help you in your own search for true wisdom.


 


R. T. Kendall


January 2014


Nashville, Tennessee










Foreword


This book is vintage R.T. It is dripping with scripture – as you would expect from someone who immerses himself in The Word and then seeks to expound theological truth in ways that will build you up and transform your life. As a close friend I am privileged to observe R.T. at very close quarters as we enjoy spending days of retreat together; this beautiful book reflects his deep longing to know God more, to see His wisdom outworked in his life and yours. R.T.’s strong desire to know God’s wisdom has taken him on a journey through the Bible to discover how we can understand more of God’s will and God’s ways. Readers of R.T.’s books will know of his honesty regarding his personal limitations and his determination by the grace of God to overcome his weaknesses. 


 


In Pursuit of His Wisdom addresses our daily need to know the Holy Spirit’s mind, thus identifying His will and receiving His guidance so we can think, speak and act in ways that please and glorify God. True wisdom begins with a wholesome and healthy fear of the Lord. He helps us to bring the wisdom of God into our praying: exercising faith, accepting how He answers, and understanding that sometimes we need to wait patiently for His perfect timing. As you apply these truths I believe you will experience a fresh hunger to encounter God more intimately and understand more of His wisdom. R.T. also unpacks the importance of avoiding unguarded comments that can cause such damage, and identifies some of the great heroes of the Bible – giants in the realm of knowing God but equally capable of making mistakes. 


 


The wisdom of the Spirit is at odds with how this world operates, and of course we are constantly affected by the thinking and motivation of self; but God’s wisdom can change us – as Romans 12 says, we can be counter cultural, transformed by the ‘renewing of our minds’. In our hurting world where pride, selfishness and injustice abounds we are desperately in need of Christians who will seek after God’s wisdom and live it out in the workplace, the public square, family life and every other aspect of contemporary culture. 


 


The greatest expression of God’s wisdom is the gospel of salvation. Paul observed that the cross of Christ is regarded by many as utter foolishness, yet its glorious truth is central to all biblical truth and the more we fathom the depths of the truth of Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension the wiser we will become. 


 


Is there anything in the universe that is purer and more wonderful than the wisdom of God?


 


I believe reading and inwardly digesting this book will result in your experiencing a deepening walk with God: not just learning more about Him, but truly knowing Him more intimately – He who is all wisdom.


– Lyndon Bowring










Introduction


How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver! (Prov. 16:16)


 


The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get insight. (Prov. 4:7, ESV)


 


It is an audacious step to write a book on wisdom. Does writing a book on this subject imply that the author has wisdom? No – only a fool would be so pretentious as to think so. Paul cautioned: ‘Never be wise in your own sight’ (Rom. 12:16, ESV), a verse we must never forget.


And yet a book on wisdom is needed if it can help someone to become wiser.


I am now old, but being old is no guarantee of wisdom. A lesson to be learned from Shakespeare’s King Lear is that there is no fool like an old fool. I’ve known a lot of people who seemed to get sillier rather than wiser as they grew older. I recently had a person come to me and say, ‘It is so good to meet someone who is finishing well.’ I tried to smile. I certainly want to end well, but I am not finished yet. I have not arrived. I am learning every day. Paul feared he could still be disqualified for the prize at the judgment seat of Christ: ‘I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize’ (1 Cor. 9:27). That was written in about ad 55. But some ten years later he was prepared to say, ‘I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness’ (2 Tim. 4:7–8). He was confident in the end. Perhaps a few years from now I might venture to write a book on finishing well – but not today.


So please do not take the title of this book to suggest to you that I am an expert on this subject. I am in pursuit of wisdom. I am the expert on making foolish mistakes – and I have even learned from some of them. I only pray that my years of experience will contribute in measure to the writing of this book.


My family and I moved to England in 1973, not for me to become the minister of Westminster Chapel but to do research at Oxford. For the next three years I was privileged to be mentored by some of the greatest minds in the world – these being not only my supervisor Dr Barrie White, but also Dr J. I. Packer and Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones. These three men monitored the writing of my D.Phil. thesis, but one day I was shaken rigid by the most humbling and embarrassing advice I have ever been given. During the course of lunch Dr Packer said to Dr White, ‘Shall you tell him or shall I?’ Jim Packer then turned to me to say as gently as he could that I was not going to do the thesis I had come to England specifically for. I had told all my friends I was doing a thesis on the Puritan John Owen. But Dr Packer and Dr White had to break the news to me that I should ‘limit my liabilities’ – a polite way of saying I was a long way from doing the D.Phil. unless I radically changed direction. I died a thousand deaths when I heard this, and went to bed with a migraine – fearing my world had collapsed.


It was in fact the best thing that happened to me at Oxford. Wisdom prevailed. They demonstrated wisdom in breaking the news, and I finally had the wisdom to agree with them. The result was that I was saved from being a hard, cold, reformed theologian and was made into a softer, gentler preacher of the gospel.


It is one thing to have wisdom when needing to know the next step forward, but another to recognise another’s wisdom when they are trying to show you something. But it can also be devastating to your pride.


We will see more than one definition of wisdom in this book. But in the present context I would define wisdom simply as saying or doing the right thing – and at the right time. Not saying or doing the right thing shows our lack of wisdom. Even the correct thing said at the wrong time may show lack of wisdom.


Ultimate wisdom


The unveiling of the greatest secret and greatest wisdom – God’s infinite purpose and plan – is the reason he sent his Son into the world to die on a cross. Jesus Christ shed his blood for our redemption. If we miss that we have missed everything. But if we do grasp that, we are in a position to move on towards other levels of God’s wisdom. Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones always stressed the importance of going ‘from the general to the particular’. We are not wise to jump to particulars – ‘What job should I have? Should I get married? What is my calling? What should I do next?’ – unless we have accepted the greatest wisdom of all – namely, the knowledge of God’s plan of redemption. As we will see below, God kept this secret wisdom from Satan; but it is now revealed to all who will accept it.


Jesus always said and did the right thing. However, he never spoke or did anything on his own: ‘The Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does’ (John 5:19). Jesus’ words and deeds mirrored the Father’s perfect wisdom, and he never spoke what was untrue, unguarded or unwise. He never uttered a comment then later said, ‘Oh dear, I wish I hadn’t said that’; or had to say, ‘Sorry, I do apologize’. James said, ‘Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check’ (Jas. 3:2). But Jesus the God-man was perfect, never sinning – ever – in thought, word and deed. Tempted? Yes. But he was without sin (Heb. 4:15).


You and I are not perfect – nor will we ever be in this present life. But at the same time we are called to seek after wisdom. Wisdom is ‘supreme’ – the greatest good we can seek, the most noble virtue there is, the greatest gift that is on offer, and the highest plateau for living available in this present world. That said, what James calls wisdom is much the same as what Paul calls agape love in 1 Corinthians 13. They are not always the same, but they can come close. Agape love is distinguished from the Greek word philia – brotherly love – and eros – physical love. Agape love is selfless concern – unselfish caring. It is kind, not self-seeking, and keeps no record of wrongs (1 Cor. 13:4–5). So too is the wisdom that comes from heaven – pure, peace-loving and full of mercy (Jas. 3:17). Furthermore, what John calls ‘perfect love’ comes close to the same thing as the wisdom depicted by James.


Wisdom focuses on knowing the next step forward in making decisions, knowing what is the mind of the Holy Spirit, and avoiding the unguarded comment. That is what this book is about.


The purpose of this book


The purpose of this book therefore is an attempt to motivate you both to want and seek what Proverbs calls ‘supreme’ and to see the value of this wisdom. A subsidiary benefit, should it emerge, would be seeing a way forward on how to acquire wisdom. In the meantime, listen to Solomon who allegedly wrote much of Proverbs: ‘Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honour you. She will give you a garland to grace your head and present you with a glorious crown’ (Prov. 4:8–9). Therefore you and I are admonished to ‘get’ wisdom: ‘Though it cost all you have, get understanding’ (Prov. 4:7). But as we will see below, it does ‘cost’.


It is a sign of wisdom itself if one chooses it over and above anything else in life. It is a sign of folly to choose anything other than wisdom – whether it be riches, people’s approval, success, prestige, carnal pleasure, great achievements, fame, friends or even good health.


Definitions of wisdom


Wisdom is getting God’s opinion, for true wisdom is God’s opinion. God’s glory is his opinion. The root word of the Greek doxa – ‘glory’ – means ‘opinion’, so true wisdom, then, is God’s opinion. God always has an opinion on any matter. He therefore should be consulted first when we want to know the next step forward.


God’s wisdom exists on two levels: general and particular. His general wisdom is his Word – Holy Scripture – and the more we know and embrace his Word, the greater the likelihood is that we will demonstrate wisdom. Particular wisdom is knowing the next step forward in our lives.


Dr Michael Eaton reckons that wisdom is possessing ‘the ability to get things done’. There are those people in life who can be entrusted with responsibility to carry out an order so that you never need to ask whether something has been done. Some people can make things happen; some can’t. My father used to say to me, ‘If you want something done, ask a busy person to do it.’


Wisdom is knowing the next step forward in what we say or do. Timing is an essential ingredient in the unfolding of wisdom. There can be a wrong time to say what may otherwise be 100 per cent correct. Knowing when to speak is part of the glory of wisdom. Wisdom can also be defined as having 20/20 foresight vision. Many of us have 20/20 hindsight vision; we can see – often too late – what we should have done. But wisdom is making the right decision in advance. It is like seeing the end from the beginning – which of course only God can do. But when true wisdom sets in, it is as though you know in advance exactly what to say or do. To put it another way, wisdom is having the ability to do what you will be glad you did.


My own definition of wisdom is having the presence of the mind of the Holy Spirit. His timing is always perfect, because the Holy Spirit always knows what to do next. You may have messed up yesterday – or an hour ago – but what should you do now? Answer: only the Holy Spirit knows. I compare it to my Sat Nav in my car. The voice clearly says, ‘In one hundred yards turn right’. But you drive on – and miss the turning. What does the voice say then – ‘I told you to turn right, you stupid twit’? No, the calm voice merely says ‘Recalculating’. There is no moralising, no being told off. The Holy Spirit does not shout ‘I told you so’ when we err. His voice calmly tells you what to do now. So if you have the mind of the Spirit, you know what to do right now. You may have made a mistake, but the Holy Spirit always knows what to do now. God does not ‘preach’ to us when we have blown it. He knows our frame and remembers that we are dust (Ps. 103:14). Jesus is touched with the feeling of our weaknesses (Heb. 4:15, AV). Instead of making us feel guilty and rubbing our noses in it, he gently tells us what to do next.


What is most thrilling to me is that wisdom is not only on offer, but that God delights in giving us wisdom – that is, showing the next step forward in what to do. We may need to know the next step forward generally or particularly. For example, the next step forward generally would refer to major decisions for the future – God’s will for our lives; our calling in life; the right place to live; the right job; whether to marry. God only wants what is best for us; he will show us his plan in more detail if we truly want to know what it is. Paul said we should not be unwise, but instead know what God’s will is (Eph. 5:17).


The next step forward could refer to the next minute or so. When we have erred in a particular moment, we may say, ‘Oh dear, I have just blown it. What can I do now?’ The good news is that God can help us to know what to say or do immediately. I myself know what it is for him to come down mercifully and bail me out! It may involve having to apologise – or ask for forgiveness. And if we truly want wisdom in a given moment, it may mean having to lose face. But having the presence of the mind of the Holy Spirit is pure gold and far outweighs the embarrassment of having messed up or having to apologise. It is not that God necessarily tells us to apologise in a way that is embarrassing; instead he has a way of making us see for ourselves that – sometimes – the best thing to do is to admit when we have got it wrong. But in his infinite wisdom he has a way of showing us the next step forward, without forcing us. God doesn’t compel us against our will, but makes us willing to go.


Etymology and wisdom


The word ‘wisdom’ comes from the Hebrew chokmah (which means ‘prudence’, ‘leading the heart in the right way’) and the Greek sophia (as in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, and the New Testament). In the ancient Hellenistic world sophia was considered to be a gift of divine grace, the possession of the gods alone. In other words, it was seen to be out of reach for ordinary human beings. But in the Bible wisdom is something we should not only desire, but expect; and it is to our peril not to seek it. James 3:15–18 makes a distinction between the wisdom that is from below (demonic, leading to selfish ambition and ‘every evil practice’) and that which is from above (heavenly, leading to ‘righteousness’). There are various shades and uses of chokmah and sophia. But the heavenly ‘wisdom from above’ is what is meant in this book by ‘wisdom’, whether in Proverbs, James or anywhere else in the Bible.


The word ‘understanding’ is also relevant. ‘Wisdom’ and ‘understanding’ are often used interchangeably (Prov. 4:7; Prov. 16:16), but the Hebrew word biynah – ‘understanding’ – may also mean ‘discernment’. It translates into the Greek suniemi – ‘to understand’ – but it also means ‘to come together’. When things ‘come together’ you are able to understand, and it ultimately means to understand God’s will. As I just mentioned, Paul cautions us not to be unwise, but to understand what the will of the Lord is (Eph. 5:17). Jesus opened the disciples’ minds that they might ‘understand’ the Scriptures. So when we are urged to get wisdom, to get ‘understanding’, we are aiming for the highest privilege on offer from God to his people. Wisdom is supreme, more precious than gold; understanding is more precious than silver (Prov. 16:16).


Many verses in Proverbs warn us against rejecting God’s wisdom. If we persistently reject his knowledge, we will sooner or later experience indescribable sorrow and regret. The consequence could be that we become stone deaf to God’s voice – or that God himself will actually stop speaking to us. This could mean having a mind incapable of clear thinking – a reprobate mind (Rom. 1:28). The worst thing that can happen to you or me therefore is to be forever unable to grasp God’s will, to be completely unable to understand God’s Word, and utterly incapable of knowing the next step forward in our lives. People like this are described in Hebrews 6:4–6; they were never to be granted repentance again. It was actually impossible for them to repent again. Therefore we are urged to seek this wisdom and understanding as long as we can hear God’s voice.


The consequences for not doing this are horrible: for God will ‘laugh’ at our disaster and ‘mock’ when calamity overtakes us – all because we did not choose the fear of the Lord (Prov. 1:26–27, 29). I cannot think of anything scarier than this, and this is why not making wisdom our utmost priority is to invite trouble of incalculable proportions. I urge you therefore to take seriously what the Bible says about wisdom – what it will do for us when we make it our utmost priority, and what happens when we reject God’s warnings concerning it.


The wonderful thing is, God offers us wisdom – and delights in giving it. I pray that you will be impelled to seek God’s opinion on everything that touches your life. Having to accept God’s wisdom can be humbling; it can hurt our pride. But we have to remember that God only wants what is best for us – and we need to grasp his offer of wisdom with both hands.
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A Wise Choice


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Prov. 9:10)


 


. . . since you disregard all my advice and do not accept my rebuke, I in turn will laugh when disaster strikes you; I will mock when calamity overtakes you . . . [Because you] did not choose to fear the Lord . . . (Prov. 1:25–26, 29)


 


I have some good news – wisdom is not far away. It is not for the ‘gods’ alone, as the ancient Greeks reckoned. It is not for the ‘Platos’ and ‘Aristotles’ of this world. It is on offer to all of us – to ordinary people like you and me. In fact, it is closer than our hands or our feet, closer than the air we breathe. For wisdom is the result of a choice we can make – it starts with an act of the will. It is like total forgiveness; we choose whether or not to forgive totally.


In the Introduction I suggested several definitions of wisdom:


 



	•
	It is seeing why God sent his Son into the world.





	•
	It is having God’s opinion on any matter.





	•
	It is discerning the presence of the mind of the Holy Spirit.





	•
	It is knowing the next step forward regarding what we do.





	•
	It is saying the right thing at the right time.





	•
	It is having the ability to get things done.





	•
	It is choosing wisdom above anything else in life.




The fear of the Lord: choosing God’s opinion


How do you get wisdom? By choosing the fear of the Lord. As we shall see in more detail below, this means that you so respect God’s ways as revealed in his Word that you value and seek his opinion on any issue, above any other perspective. Wisdom comes from making a calculated, strategic choice by an act of the will. It is not that you merely say, ‘I choose wisdom’ – as if to verbalise a wish. Note the order: you choose what Proverbs calls ‘the fear of the Lord’. Wisdom follows. The fear of the Lord means choosing God’s opinion over anyone else’s – on any matter. The reason I emphasise this so soon and so strongly is because the book of Proverbs (known universally as the handbook of wisdom in the Bible) makes an inseparable connection between wisdom and the fear of the Lord. ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’ (Prov. 9:10). Job agrees: ‘The fear of the Lord – that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding’ (Job 28:28). But it is a choice we must make.


It is the wisest choice you will ever make.


What is therefore so encouraging is that wisdom is clearly available to all of us – not merely the privileged or the elite. It begins not with good breeding, but with the fear of the Lord. The simplest and most ordinary person on the planet is invited to enter the arena of greatness – the obtaining of true wisdom. Few get there – but all are capable of it. Indeed, those who ‘hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord’ are those who suffer the consequences of having God turn his back on them when trouble comes (Prov. 1:29 – my italics). The result of not having wisdom can be pretty awful, as we will see in more detail below.


Important clarification


However, choosing the fear of the Lord does not mean running scared day and night. It does not mean ‘I choose to be afraid of God’. It is not living in perpetual terror that you have done something wrong and God is no longer speaking to you. It is not biting your nails regarding whether God is pleased or upset with you – like picking the petals off a daisy, saying, ‘He loves me, he loves me not’. Away with the notion that God is always looking for a way to throw the book at us!


Wisdom means seeking his opinion, and choosing the fear of the Lord is precisely that. It is also seeking his timing as to when to speak or act. God has a point of view on everything, and he waits to be consulted before we make major decisions. It is our job to consult him. One of my favourite verses in the Bible is this: ‘. . . in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight’ (Prov. 3:6). It cannot get more encouraging than that. This means to share your plans with God – to talk to him about anything and everything. Hide nothing from him. He is your friend, not your enemy. He loves being asked before we make major decisions. He likes being ‘in’ with us before anyone else is. Take him into your confidence. The fear of the Lord is consciously respecting that God can bless or withhold blessing as we show reverence for his perspective – that is, his Word and his ways.


One of the ancient prophets lamented that the people of God ‘rejected knowledge’ (Hos. 4:6). This does not mean they rejected education or did not go to university. That particular generation of ancient Israel rejected God’s Word and ways, as we shall see further on in this chapter. I have been to countries where people can’t get Bibles. I once gave a man a New Testament in a particular country, and he wept. He held on to it as if it were pure gold. Do you have a Bible? Do you read it? It is ‘wisdom’ to do that and ‘wisdom’ flows from that.


What if God had said that we get wisdom by having great brains? How would you feel if God had said:


 



	•
	‘By education you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By being cultured you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By intellect, intelligence or a high IQ you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By success in making money you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By becoming knowledgeable in politics you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By seeking a political office and succeeding you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By being well connected you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By reading books on wisdom you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By hard work and experience you get wisdom’?





	•
	‘By learning to play the piano or a musical instrument you get wisdom’?





	•
	
‘By reading How to Win Friends and Influence People you get wisdom’?





 


But no, acquiring wisdom is none of these. Thank God. It is the fear of the Lord that leads to wisdom, and it is choosing the fear of the Lord that results in wisdom. This leaves all of us without an excuse. We can’t blame our brains, lack of learning, or not being born into a position of privilege. It is level ground; we all qualify.


The passive fear of the Lord


The fear of the Lord, however, may be understood in two ways: (1) a choice we make – wanting his opinion; and (2) a passive sense of the fear of the Lord – an unsought feeling. It is of vital importance that we grasp (2) as well as (1); the passive fear of God demonstrates that we are talking about the living God. This means God can roll up his sleeves as if to say ‘Enough is enough’ – and answer prayer, or even bring judgment. When we realise that God is the same yesterday, today and for ever, we should be all the more motivated to choose the fear of the Lord.


Whereas the wisdom we are in pursuit of – the subject of this book – comes as the consequence of a choice, there have been occasions when the unsought passive fear of God was experienced. In the latter case, then, it is not the result of choice, but a feeling. It is sudden, unexpected. It is the experienced awe of God. In other words, it just happened!


How can this be? What is it like? Answer: it is when God steps in supernaturally. Here are three examples:


First, passive fear may emerge when God does something wonderful and extraordinary. That should bring great joy, and yet, strange as it may seem, it may bring fear. When Moses’ face was radiant the people were ‘afraid to come near him’ (Exod. 34:30). When God answered Daniel’s prayer, he ‘stood up trembling’ (Dan. 10:11). When Zechariah saw the angel of the Lord in the temple – who brought good news of answered prayer – he was ‘gripped with fear’ (Luke 1:12). When Jesus healed a paralytic, the people were ‘filled with awe’ (Luke 5:26). The women who saw and heard the angel at the empty tomb of Jesus on Easter Day were ‘afraid yet filled with joy’ (Matt. 28:8).


Second, passive fear may come upon people when God brings judgment – and shows his displeasure. The Mosaic Law was God’s judgment upon Israel for their transgressions (Gal. 3:19). When the people heard the thunder, saw the lightning, heard the trumpet, and saw the mountain in smoke, ‘they trembled with fear’ (Exod. 20:18). When Uzzah touched the Ark of God – and was struck down dead – King David was ‘afraid of the Lord that day’ (2 Sam. 6:9). When Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for lying to the Holy Spirit, ‘great fear seized all who heard what had happened’; indeed such fear ‘seized the whole church and all who heard about these events’ (Acts 5:5, 11). One might surmise that such a scary and solemn scene would put people off – and drive them from coming to church. Yet the opposite happened (see Acts 5:12ff).


Third, the passive fear of God may come from anointed preaching. Like the two previously mentioned examples, this does not happen very often. But it is unforgettable when it does take place. It happened under the preaching of John the Baptist. We sometimes forget that one of the earliest messages of the New Testament – if not the first – was to ‘flee from the coming wrath’ (Matt. 3:7). Part of the fall-out of John’s preaching was that people came from as far away as Jerusalem (walking twenty miles) to hear him.
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