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Personal introduction by Keith Chambers


Verbs are an essential feature of language and this book is designed to take the mystery out of this aspect of learning Spanish. Whether you are a complete beginner or a relatively advanced learner, you can consult this book when you need to check the form of a certain verb. You may also browse through the different sections to see the use of different tenses, see the patterns of regular verbs, iron out difficulties with irregular verbs or gain new insights to the Spanish verb system. Whatever your approach and level, whether you read from cover to cover, or just dip in when you need some help, you should find Essential Spanish Verbs a useful support to your language learning.


The book starts with short overviews of what a verb is, how verbs function and how Spanish and English verbs compare and contrast. This is followed by more detailed sections on tenses, parts of the verb and illustrations of usage. Finally, comprehensive lists of regular and irregular verbs provide a valuable reference tool.


This revised edition has useful new features, including insight boxes which provide helpful tips on specific verbs and, on our website at www.teachyourself.com, you will find an audio feature and a questionnaire for self-examination ¡Buena suerte!





1: Only got a minute?



What is a verb?


The verb is the basic building block of any sentence – indeed, a sentence cannot exist without a verb.


When we think of a verb, we normally think of an action: we learn Spanish, the dog barks, they write a letter. This action may not just be physical or tangible; it can also be aspirational or emotional: they want happiness; we need the money; you love each other, I long for peace.


The verb can also help to describe the status of someone or something: you seem unhappy, she is pretty, I am a teacher, you are sleeping.


The verb can also indicate a change or a transition from one thing to another: she became rich, the room darkened, the film begins at eight.


If a verb takes a direct object, it is said to be transitive: they read the book; we cooked the meal, she spent the money.


If the verb makes sense without having a direct object, it is called intransitive: they work hard, we slept, how cheerfully they sing.


One thing is for sure, if you take out the verb in any of the above examples, the expression loses its essential meaning.





5: Only got five minutes?



How the Spanish verb works – basic principles


Most verbs in English are relatively straightforward – the form of the verb hardly changes from one context to the other. Take put, for example.


We put the radio on every morning but yesterday I put the television on instead. Tomorrow I shall put it on again while you put the breakfast on the table. Please put on the news. If they put music on instead, I wouldn’t put up with it! My friend, however, puts on the sports programme and this puts him in a good mood for the rest of the day.


English tends to clarify who is doing the action and when it occurs by using additional markers, such as I, we, they, yesterday, tomorrow, please, etc.


If you changed the above paragraph into Spanish, the verb itself would need several different forms, with each form denoting information about who is doing the putting and when. In Spanish, the ending of the verb is very important. Get it wrong and the whole meaning of the sentence can change.


If you look in a dictionary for the Spanish equivalent of put, you will probably find poner. This form is called the infinitive, since it is not linked to any particular person or time. In English we often indicate the infinitive by adding to; so poner=to put.


The infinitive in Spanish always ends in -ar (the majority), -er (the second most numerous group) or -ir, e.g. hablar = to speak; comer = to eat;vivir = to live.


But Spanish has to change the verb ending in most cases. This depends on the following.


The person or persons


These are conventionally numbered first, second and third. I = the first person you normally think of in a crisis!, you = the second person, and he/she = the third person. In the plural, these are we (first), you (second) and they (third).


These personal pronouns as they are known are essential in English, but are usually omitted in Spanish, since the ending of each verb indicates who is performing the action:






	Creo que es difícil.


	I think that it is difficult.







	¿En qué piensas?


	
What are you thinking about?










Personal pronouns can be added for emphasis or clarity, so here they are anyway! Note that in most forms Spanish can distinguish between masculine and feminine persons.


[image: image]


In modern Spanish the second person is used in a familiar context – talking to family, friends, children, close colleagues, etc.


A slight complication is that Spanish has polite forms for you as well (usted and ustedes), but these are considered as being third persons, so verbs referring to these take third-person endings. Compare the very formal English ‘How is your excellency today?’


Familiar:






	¿Cómo estás, amigo?


	How are you, my friend?







	¿Cómo estáis, amigos?


	How are you, my friends?








Polite:






	¿Cómo está usted, señor?


	How are you, sir?







	¿Cómo están ustedes, señores?


	How are you, gentlemen?








It is not essential to include the usted/ustedes but this is often done for extra politeness with strangers.


American Spanish rarely uses the second-person plural vosotros/vosotras form. Instead ustedes (but always with third-person plural verb endings) takes on the familiar role as well. This is also found in some areas of Spain.





Insight


Usted and ustedes are sometimes abbreviated to Vd and Vds (Ud and Uds in American Spanish).





The Tense


In the context of verbs, tense means ‘time’. Something happening or being done now is referred to as the present tense’.






	Bebo vino.


	I drink wine.








Actions that took place in the past require a verb ending indicating past tense.






	Ayer bebí café.


	Yesterday I drank coffee.








Just as English can distinguish subtleties such as I worked/I used to work/I was working, etc., Spanish has a variety of past tenses to reflect shades of meaning.


Similarly, something yet to come or to happen is the future tense. Simple, isn’t it?






	Mañana beberé té.


	Tomorrow I shall drink tea.








There are some other aspects, such as mood, commands, conditions, but these will be examined later.


To get started, always check the following: PERSON, NUMBER, TENSE.


Who is performing the action? Is it one person, or more than one person?


If the subject is ‘you’, are you speaking informally or politely?


When is the action occurring? Is it now, in the past, or in the future?





10: Only got ten minutes?



Points of Contrast – The Yin and Yang of Spanish Verbs


Spanish verbs fall into three main groups, whose infinitives end in -ar, -er or -ir. Fortunately, the endings for each group are usually predictable and follow regular patterns for each tense. Indeed, verbs in -er and -ir copy each other and share the same endings in the majority of tenses, so perhaps we can look on the bright side and say there are only really two and a half main groups!


As Spanish spelling follows a word’s pronunciation, minor changes are sometimes necessary to comply with conventions of spelling. These changes are for the most part obvious or readily understood. Similarly, use of the accent mark is generally governed by clearly defined rules to mark where the stress deviates from normal rules.


With some types of verb, known as root-changing or radically-changing verbs, the position of the stressed syllable brings about a change to a vowel but again the overall principle can be relatively easily noted and applied with a little practice. The main changes are e squashes to ie, and o squashes to ue under stress in the affected verbs of all main groups, as in contar, to count: cuento, contamos; perder, to lose: pierdo, perdemos; dormir: duermo, dormimos. A small handful of -ir verbs can have additional changes of e to i, and o to u, even when not under stress: (divertir, to amuse: divierto, divertimos. divirtió, divirtiendo; morir, to die: muero, morimos, murió, muriendo).


A cluster of verbs has more marked changes in the stem of the simple past (preterite) tense, similar to English verbs such as give/gave; do/did; say/said, but in most cases there is a fairly discernible pattern. As in English, many of the verbs affected are those most commonly used. These include hacer, decir, poner, poder, saber, tener, venir, caber, verbs ending in -ucir– all of which have an additional trick up their sleeve by not stressing their endings or using an accent in the preterite, in contrast to the normal pattern. The -ar verb dar, to give, has a change of heart and behaves like an -ir verb in the preterite, and becomes di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron!


Ser, to be, and ir, to go, are a law unto themselves: they share the same forms throughout the preterite, with the unrelated fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron.


As in most languages, there are some verbs that seem to deviate wilfully from the norm – ser, to be, like its English equivalent with am, is, are, was, will be, has been, pursues its own path in many tenses. To add to the fun, Spanish has a choice of two verbs meaning to be: ser and estar. Both of these have some irregularities. Ir, to go, borrows its forms from three basic stems: voy (present), iré (future), fui (past).


The English-speaking learner can nevertheless take heart and know that in many ways Spanish verbs echo English usage with regard to how tenses are formed. Spanish verbs, for example, have equivalent forms to speaking, spoken, spoke, going to speak, shall have spoken, etc., and compared with some other languages, the choice of appropriate tense is not difficult to make. Compound tenses are formed with haber, to have, as in English but not also with to be, as happens in French, Italian or German! Of course there are some important points to watch, but that is part of the joy and challenge of learning another language.


Spanish uses a range of so-called ‘modal’ verbs, such as poder, deber, querer, with a following infinitive in the same way as English can (go), must (work), want (to sleep). On the other hand, some English verbs have to be replaced by another expression in Spanish: I like something, for example, is turned on its head and becomes something is pleasing to me – me gusta.


Spanish and English both distinguish between active and passive voice –The dog chewed the bone/The bone was chewed by the dog – and form the passive in similar ways, using the verb to be, ser: el perro mordió el hueso/El hueso fue mordido por el perro, though Spanish tends to avoid the passive and prefers where possible to use other constructions, including the reflexive. There are some instances where Spanish has concepts that are less familiar. Reflexive verbs, for example, distinguish between an action done to another person or object and to oneself: lavar, to wash (a car, the baby, etc.) but lavarse, to get washed. This pattern extends across a whole range of personal activities: levantarse, to get up; acostarse, to go to bed; vestirse, to get dressed; ducharse, to have a shower, and several more. Sometimes reflexive verbs merely intensify an action: ir, to go; irse, to go away; dormir, to sleep; dormirse, to go to sleep.


Some usages which might sound old-fashioned or very bookish in English are still the rule in Spanish. The subjunctive mood is virtually obsolete in modern English or is confined to a handful of cases, such as if I were rich or be that as it may. But the subjunctive still has an essential role in everyday Spanish: si fuera rico; sea lo que sea. Whereas English says quite happily I wanted you to know, Spanish has to adopt the more cumbersome I wanted that you knew, with a past subjunctive: Quería que lo supieras! Indeed most (but not all) of the normal ‘indicative’ tenses have a corresponding subjunctive partner.


Commands need some extra care in Spanish. Not only do you have to remember the various forms of you and distinguish between singular and plural, familiar and formal, in the case of familiar commands you also have to differentiate between a positive (do it!) and a negative (don’t!) order. From hablar, to speak, for example, you have habla/no hables/hablad/no habléis/(no) hable/(no) hablen. You also have to remember to put any object or reflexive pronoun after a positive command – and normally add an accent! – but in front of a negative command, as in levántese/no se levante.


The following section examines these topics in greater detail.





Introduction


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


Read the introductory overviews if you are a little uncertain about basic concepts then read the section on verbs and how they work.


Look up the verb you want to use in the verb list at the back of the book. You will need what is known as the infinitive, the equivalent to the to … form in English (e.g. venirto come).


The verbs have been given a number between 1 and 200. If the number is in bold print, the verb is one of the 200 presented in the verb tables; if it is not among the 200, the reference number (in ordinary print) will direct you to a verb that behaves in the same way as the verb you want to use.


Turn to the verb(s) referred to for details of your verb. If you are not sure which verb form to use in a given context, turn to the relevant section of ‘How Spanish verbs work’.


The examples listed with the 200 verbs show basic uses of the verb, followed by some idioms and other useful connected expressions, as well as words sharing the same origin.


Credits


Front cover:© Oxford Illustrators


Back cover and pack:© JakubSemeniuk/iStockphoto.com, © Royalty-Free/Corbis, © agencyby/iStockphoto.com, © AndyCook/iStockphoto.com, © ChristopherEwing/iStockphoto.com, © zebicho – Fotolia.com, © GeoffreyHolman/iStockphoto.com, © Photodisc/Getty Images, © James C.Pruitt/iStockphoto.com, © Mohamed Saber – Fotolia.com




How Spanish verbs work


1 HOW DOES THE VERB SHOW TENSE?


Most languages use changes in the verb form to indicate an aspect of time, which may be present, past or future. It is, of course, perfectly possible to convey a sense of time without applying the concept of tense to the verb. Although the following examples are ungrammatical, most people would be able to understand


Yesterday I work all day.


Today I work hard.


Tomorrow I work for only one hour.


since the sense of time is indicated by the words yesterda y, today and tomorrow rather than by changes to the verb. But to be correct you will make changes to the verb form (making use of tense) to convey the sense of time:






	He works hard as a rule.


	= Present tense







	I worked for eight hours non-stop.


	= Past tense








2 FORMING DIFFERENT TENSES


In many languages, this involves adding various endings to what is called the stem of the verb. In the examples above, the stem is work. You add -s to make the third person singular present form of the verb; -ed is added to make the past tense, whatever the person. In Spanish, the same principle applies. To form the stem, you remove the -ar, -er or -ir from the infinitive; for example, the stem of hablar is habl-. You then add the appropriate endings. For example:






	Hablé con tu madre.


	I spoke to your mother.







	Hablaban en voz alta.


	They were talking loudly.








Tenses formed in this way are called simple tenses. They include the present, preterite, imperfect, future and conditional tenses.


3 OTHER FEATURES OF THE VERB IN CONTEXT


a Auxiliary verbs


A verb used to support the main verb, for example, I am working, you are working, is called an auxiliary verb. Working tells us what activity is going on; am/are tell us that it is continuous.


The most important auxiliary verbs in English are to be, to have and to do. You use do, for example, to ask questions and to negate statements:


Do you work on Saturdays?
Yes, but I do not work on Sundays.


Spanish does not use hacer (to make, do) as an auxiliary for asking questions or for negating statements, but does use estar (to be) to form continuous tenses, as in Están preparando la comida (They are preparing the meal) and haber (to have) to form a range of tenses.


b Simple and compound tenses


We know that tenses formed by adding endings to the verb stem are called simple tenses, for example:






	Trabajé aquí el verano pasado.


	I worked here last summer.








Compound tenses are formed with the auxiliary verb haber (to have) and include the perfect, pluperfect, conditional perfect, past anterior.


In the sentence He trabajado aquí todos los veranos (I have worked here every summer), the auxiliary verb to have has been introduced to form what is usually known as the perfect tense. Other examples of compound tenses are:






	El tren ha llegado tarde.


	The train has arrived late.







	Habrá habido muchas oportunidades más.


	There will have been many more opportunities.







	Habían entrado por la ventana.


	They had come in through the window.








c Participles and gerunds


In the above examples of compound tenses, the auxiliary verbs to have or to be are used with a form of the main verb known as a participle. The past participle is used to form the perfect tense in both Spanish and English:






	he estudiado


	I have studied







	he comido


	I have eaten







	he salido


	I have gone out








In English, a form of the verb ending in -ing, called the present participle, is used to form the continuous tenses:


I am working, eating and sleeping
I was working, eating and sleeping


Spanish forms continuous tenses using the endings -ando for -ar verbs, -iendo for -er and -ir verbs. This is usually called the gerund (gerundio) and is used with estar, or sometimes ir.




From correr








	Estoy corriendo


	I am running







	Estaba corriendo


	I was running








The gerund is also used in constructions such as these:






	Salió de la oficina, dando un portazo.


	He went out of the office, slamming the door.







	Le vi trabajando (from trabajar).


	I saw him working.








And with continuar/seguir, to continue






	Siguieron andando (from andar).


	They went on walking.











Insight


Most verbs can form a continuous tense using estar and the gerund. The common exception is ir, to go. Although the gerund yendo exists, ir is not commonly used with estar.





4 REGULAR AND IRREGULAR VERBS


Most languages have verbs which do not behave according to a set pattern and which are referred to as irregular verbs.


In English, the verb to work is regular because it conforms to a set pattern. The verb to be, however, does not.


Fortunately, many Spanish verbs are regular, forming their tenses according to a set pattern. There are three groups of verb which are identified by their type of conjugation and endings. Here is a model verb of each type:


[image: image] -ar hablar


[image: image] -er comer


[image: image] -ir vivir


These endings are given in full at the beginning of the verb tables.


Irregular verbs (ones which do not behave like those in the three groups listed above) have to be learned individually. Many of the verbs in the Verb Tables in this book have some irregularity. But many of the so-called irregular verbs are more or less regular in their behaviour. Spanish has a number of verbs where the irregularity is a change in the vowel of the stem of the verb, whenever the stem – rather than the ending – carries the stress (cerrar, cierra; pedir, pide; costar, cuesta; etc.). These are known as ‘root-changing’ or ‘radical-changing’ verbs.





Insight


Think of the root vowel as a piece of fruit. If you tread on it, i.e. stress the vowel, it will be squashed. If you don’t, it will remain unaffected.





Here are some common examples of each of the four types of vowel change:


[image: image]


Sometimes the irregularity is merely a change in spelling to maintain consistency of pronunciation: buscar→busqué, pagar→pagué. These verbs present an abnormality that recurs constantly and creates a pattern that can be quite easily learnt.





Insight


Remember that in Spanish spelling follows the pronunciation. Say the infinitive out loud and the sound of the c, z or g will remain constant throughout the various verb forms. So buscar (hard c), busqué; empezar (th sound), empecé; llegar (hard g), llegué. Other examples will be found in the verb tables.





Other verbs are totally irregular. They simply present no logical explanations for their forms. Three common verbs are:






	ir


	to go







	decir


	to say







	ser


	to be












	Soy Juan.


	I am Juan.







	Somos amigos.


	We are friends.







	Eran enemigos.


	They used to be enemies.







	Fueron estudiantes durante
cinco años.


	They were students for five years.








5 FORMATION AND USE OF TENSES


a The present


To form the present tense, simply take off the -ar, -er or -ir part of the infinitive to find the stem; then add the endings:






	

-ar verbs



	

-er verbs



	

-ir verbs








	hablo


	como


	vivo







	hablas


	comes


	vives







	habla


	come


	vive







	hablamos


	comemos


	vivimos







	habláis


	coméis


	vivís







	hablan


	comen


	viven








The present tense (presente) is used:


[image: image] to indicate an action that occurs at a present time.






	Veo un pájaro.


	I see a bird.








[image: image] to refer to regular activities or ongoing states.






	Toco el piano todas las tardes.


	I play the piano every evening.








[image: image] in certain circumstances, to refer to the immediate future.






	Mañana voy a Londres.


	I go/am going to London tomorrow.








There is also a present continuous tense which is formed with the verb estar+ gerund.






	Estoy hablando.


	I am (at this moment) speaking.








b The imperfect








	

-ar verbs



	

-er verbs



	

-ir verbs








	hablaba


	comía


	vivía







	hablabas


	comías


	vivías







	hablaba


	comía


	vivía







	hablábamos


	comíamos


	vivíamos







	hablabais


	comíais


	vivíais







	hablaban


	comían


	vivían








The imperfect (pretérito imperfecto) is used:


[image: image] to refer to an ongoing state, or a repeated or continuous action in the past:






	Comía a las dos.


	I used to eat at 2 pm.







	Vivíamos en Madrid entonces.


	We lived/were living in Madrid then.








[image: image] to refer to an action which was in progress when something else happened. In this case, the verb referring to the new action is in the preterite tense:






	Hablaban de ti cuando llegué.


	They were talking about you when I arrived.








The verbs ser (to be), estar (to be), tener (to have) and the impersonal form of haber (to have) (había there was), are those most frequently used when describing the past:






	El hotel estaba enfrente de la iglesia.


	The hotel was opposite the church.







	Había muy pocos turistas.


	There were very few tourists.











Insight


If you can change an English past tense to ‘I used to…’ or ‘I was –ing’, as in ‘Every year I worked in a factory’ to ‘I used to work’ without changing the meaning, then the imperfect is the appropriate past tense to use. This obviously would not work with ‘Yesterday I went to the cinema’, where the preterite (simple past) is the only appropriate tense.





c The preterite and the perfect


The preterite tense (pretérito indefinido), or ‘simple past’ is an important tense in Spanish. It is used to refer to completed actions which are now considered as over and consigned to the past.






	

-ar verbs



	

-er verbs



	

-ir verbs








	hablé


	comí


	viví







	hablaste


	comiste


	viviste







	habló


	comió


	vivió







	hablamos


	comimos


	vivimos







	hablasteis


	comisteis


	vivisteis







	hablaron


	comieron


	vivieron








Note that in this tense, the verbs are stressed on the end, and accents are required on the first and third persons singular.





Insight


If a time duration is stated in the past, the tense must be the preterite.






	La guerra duró más de cien años.


	The war went on for over a hundred years.











A few verbs comprise a group called the ‘pretérito grave’. These do not stress the endings – which are the same for all verbs in this group - and do not take accents. The stem of the verb also changes. The group includes:






	

estar to be



	

tener to have



	

venir to come








	estuve


	tuve


	vine







	estuviste


	tuviste


	viniste







	estuvo


	tuvo


	vino







	estuvimos


	tuvimos


	vinimos







	estuvisteis


	tuvisteis


	vinisteis







	estuvieron


	tuvieron


	vinieron








The perfect (pretérito perfecto) is a compound tense formed by the relevant form of the present tense of the auxiliary verb haber with the past participle of the main verb.






	

-ar verbs



	

-er verbs



	

-ir verbs








	he hablado


	he comido


	he vivido







	has hablado


	has comido


	has vivido







	ha hablado


	ha comido


	ha vivido







	hemos hablado


	hemos comido


	hemos vivido







	habéis hablado


	habéis comido


	habéis vivido







	han hablado


	han comido


	han vivido








Past participles are normally formed by adding –ado to the stem of –ar verbs and –ido to the stem of –er and –ir verbs. About a dozen verbs have irregular past participles, including






	decir

to say


	dicho







	hacer to do, make


	hecho











Insight


Remember the Spanish equivalent of ‘no sooner said than done’– dicho y hecho. Two irregular past participles!









	ver

to see


	visto







	romper

to break


	roto







	poner

to put


	puesto







	escribir

to write


	escrito







	freír

to fry


	frito







	morir

to die


	muerto







	abrir

to open


	abierto








The perfect tense is used to refer to actions carried out in the recent past, but associated in some way with the present.






	Él no ha comido todavía.


	He has not eaten yet.







	No he estado nunca en Francia.


	I have never been to France.







	Llego tarde porque esta mañana he venido en autobús.


	I’m late because I came by bus this morning.
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