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Rick Steves Walk:



THE RAMBLAS RAMBLE, BARCELONA


Rick Steves with Gene Openshaw and Cameron Hewitt
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The Ramblas Ramble


ORIENTATION


THE WALK BEGINS


1 Plaça de Catalunya


Map: Ramblas Ramble


2 Fountain of Canaletes


3 Rambla of the Little Birds


4 Betlem Church


5 Rambla of Flowers


6 La Boqueria Market


7 Heart of the Ramblas (Liceu)


8 Plaça Reial


9 Raval Neighborhood


10 Columbus Monument


11 Waterfront


From Plaça de Catalunya to the Waterfront


For more than a century, this walk down Barcelona’s main boulevard has drawn locals and visitors alike. While its former elegance has been tackified somewhat by tourist shops and fast-food joints, this promenade still has the best people-watching in town. Walk the Ramblas at least once to get the lay of the land, then venture farther afield. It’s a one-hour, level stroll, with an easy return by Metro.


On this pedestrian-only Champs-Elysées, you’ll raft the river of Barcelonese life, passing a grand opera house, elegant cafés, flower stands, retread prostitutes, brazen pickpockets, power-dressing con men, artists, street mimes, and people looking to charge more for a shoeshine than what you paid for the shoes.



ORIENTATION



Length of This Walk: Allow at least an hour. With limited time, focus on the first stretch, from Plaça de Catalunya to Liceu.


When to Go: It’s always lively. By day, you get the best of La Boqueria Market. At night, you have all of Barcelona on parade.


Getting There: The walk begins at Plaça de Catalunya, across the square from El Corte Inglés department store (Metro: Plaça de Catalunya).


La Boqueria Market: Free, Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00, best mornings after 9:00, closed Sun, Rambla 91, Metro: Liceu, tel. 933-192-584, www.boqueria.info.


Columbus Monument: Elevator-€4.50, daily 8:30-20:30, Plaça del Portal de la Pau, Metro: Drassanes, tel. 933-025-224.


Eating: Touristy places are the norm here.


The Ramblas: The word “Ramblas” is plural; the street is actually a succession of five separately named segments. But street signs and addresses treat it as a single long street—“La Rambla,” singular.
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La Boqueria Market on the Ramblas
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Plaça de Catalunya, the Tourist Bus hub









THE WALK BEGINS M



[image: image] Start on Plaça de Catalunya, at the top of the Ramblas.



1 Plaça de Catalunya M



Dotted with fountains, statues, and pigeons, and ringed by grand Art Deco buildings, this plaza is Barcelona’s center. The square’s stern, straight lines are a reaction to the curves of Modernisme (which predominates in the Eixample district, just above the square). Plaça de Catalunya is the hub for the Metro, bus, airport shuttle, and Tourist Bus. It’s where Barcelona congregates to watch soccer matches on the big screen, to demonstrate, to celebrate, and to enjoy outdoor concerts and festivals. More than half of the eight million Catalans live in greater Barcelona, and for the inhabitants of this proud nation, this is their Times Square.
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