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BERLIN WALKS



Step off the plane and head straight for the newest, hippest coffee joint in town. Find out where you can get the best Currywurst in the city or where they have locally brewed beer on tap. Moon Berlin Walks lets you in on all the hotspots and Berlin’s best kept secrets. This way, you can skip the busy shopping streets and stroll through the city at your own pace, taking in a local attraction on your way to the latest and greatest shops. Savor every second and make your trip a truly great experience.


BERLIN-BOUND!


You’re about to discover Berlin, the city of East and West, Checkpoint Charlie, the Brandenburger Tor and the Reichstag, Biergartens and Currywurst, creative spirits, and linen bags. We love Berlin’s diverse neighborhoods. They have their own unique vibe, sights, shops, and restaurants. Do you like art and history, or would you rather hit some stores? Maybe you want to party until the wee hours of the morning? Whatever your fancy, there’s a perfect neighborhood for you and good food at every turn. Follow us—we’ll show you where to go.


ABOUT THIS BOOK


In this book, local authors share with you the genuine highlights of their city. Discover the city by foot and at your own pace, so you can relax and experience the local lifestyle without having to do a lot of preparation beforehand. That means more time for you—what we call “time to momo.” Our walks take you past our favorite restaurants, cafés, museums, galleries, shops, and other notable attractions—places we ourselves like to go.


None of the places mentioned here have paid to appear in either the text or the photos, and all text has been written by an independent editorial staff. This is true for the places in this book as well as for the information in the time to momo app and all the latest tips, themed routes, neighborhood information, blogs, and the selection of best hotels on www.timetomomo.com.




LOCAL


MAARTJE VAN OURS
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CITY


BERLIN


WORK & OTHER ACTIVITIES


PHOTO EDITOR


During her first year in Berlin, Maartje discovered every corner, park, and Hinterhof in Mitte and Prenzlauer Berg. Not only can she tell you where to eat and drink (her latest obsession is Der Laden), but she’ll also be able tell you all about the old building across the street. She ensures her 94-year-old granddad, hip 25-year-old sister, and friends alike all have a good time.








PRACTICAL INFORMATION



The six walks in this book allow you to discover the best neighborhoods in the city by foot and at your own pace. The walks will take you past museums and notable attractions but, more importantly, they’ll show you where to go for good food, drinks, shopping, entertainment, and an overall good time. Check out the map at the front of this book to see which areas of the city the walks will take you through.


Each route is clearly indicated on a detailed map at the beginning of the relevant chapter. The map also specifies where each place is located. The color of the number tells you what type of venue it is (see the key at the bottom of this page). A description of each place is given later in the chapter. Without taking into consideration extended stops at various locations, each walk will take a maximum of three hours. The approximate distance is indicated at the top of the page, before the directions.


PRICE INDICATION


Next to the address and contact details of each location, we give an idea of how much you can expect to spend there. Unless otherwise stated, the amount given in restaurant listings is the average price of a main course. For sights and attractions, we indicate the cost of a regular full-price ticket.


GOOD TO KNOW


Most stores are open from Monday to Saturday until 8pm, but there are exceptions. In the former West Berlin, smaller shops can close as early as 2pm, although 4pm is more common.




LEGEND


• >> SIGHTS & ATTRACTIONS


• >> SHOPPING


• >> FOOD & DRINK


• >> MORE TO EXPLORE
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Restaurants are often open all day and some keep their kitchens open until far after midnight. It’s a myth that the only proper meal you can get in Berlin is Schnitzel and Bratwurst (thankfully!). There is an ever-growing number of top restaurants in this beautiful city. Very typical are the many Frühstück-cafés (breakfast joints) where they serve a hearty breakfast—in some cases until as late as 5pm. Weekends are made for brunch—preferably with a glass of Sekt (sparkling wine) on the side. Berliners love organic food and farmers markets. Especially in the eastern part, such as Mitte and Prenzlauer Berg, you’ll stumble across a plethora of organic supermarkets and health-food stores. Vegetarian and vegan restaurants are popping up left, right, and center.


Don’t worry too much about tipping—it’s not customary, but it is appreciated (5 to 10 percent is normal). And don’t forget—there are many places that do not accept credit cards!


Berlin has a smoking ban in bars and restaurants, although it’s not strictly enforced. The rule of thumb: In smaller places it’s usually okay to smoke if they don’t serve food. Larger venues are more commonly smoke-free environments.


TYPICAL BERLIN


Although the Wall fell over 25 years ago (called Die Wende, or “turnaround”), Berlin is still not a city united. West is West, and East remains East. It also lacks a real city center. Instead, each district has its own little neighborhoods, called Kiez.


The numbering of houses is rather unique and something even the most seasoned visitor to Berlin can’t really wrap their head around. Instead of using steadily increasing even and uneven numbers, the city uses a so-called “horseshoe” system that stems from Prussia. This means that number 10 can be opposite number 220. There are small signs under the street names that indicate which numbers are in a particular block.




TUNED IN TO BERLIN!


GO TO WWW.TIMETOMOMO.COM FOR THE LATEST TIPS NEW ADDRESSES + UP-AND-COMING NEIGHBORHOODS + POP-UP STORES + CONCERTS + FESTIVALS + MUCH MORE





Most people who grew up in the former West side of the city speak good English, but people from the East (especially those over 40) grew up learning Russian as a second language.


May 1st is Labor Day, which in the Kreuzberg neighborhood is traditionally celebrated with demonstrations, notably around Kottbusser Tor.


PUBLIC HOLIDAYS


There are quite a number of German public holidays you want to take into account. On these days most shops and markets are closed and opening hours for certain sights will be different. In addition to religious holidays, like Karfreitag (Good Friday), Ostermontag (Easter Monday), Christi Himmelfahrt (Ascension Day), Pfingsten (Pentecost), and Weihnachten (Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and Boxing Day), Germany observes the following public holidays:


January 1 > New Year’s Day


May 1 > Labor Day


October 3 > Tag der Deutschen Einheit (German Unity Day)


HAVE ANY TIPS?


Shops and restaurants in Berlin come and go fairly regularly. We do our best to keep the walks and contact details as up to date as possible, and this is reflected in our digital products. We also do our best to update the print edition as often as we can. However, if despite our best efforts there is a place that you can’t find or if you have any other comments or tips about this book, please let us know. Email info@momedia.nl, or leave a message on www.timetomomo.com.
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TRANSPORTATION



Berlin has two airports: Schönefeld and Tegel. The somewhat-controversial new airport, Berlin Brandenburg International, is scheduled to open its doors in 2018, after which the other two will probably be closed. You can take public transport from both airports to the city center. From Tegel you can catch a JetExpress bus: Line X9 goes to Bahnhof Zoo (15 minutes) and line TXL goes to Alexanderplatz (20 minutes). From Schönefeld, which is located outside the city, the S-Bahn light-rail line S9 will take you to the center of town in 40 minutes. There’s also the Airport Express train that will get you there in half an hour. A taxi from Tegel to Mitte costs about €20, while a taxi from Schönefeld to Mitte will set you back at least twice that.


International trains arrive at Berlin Hauptbahnhof. S-Bahn lines S5, S7, and S75 connect this central station with all important stops in the city.


If you’re renting a car in Berlin, remember to ask the rental company if the environmental sticker (Umweltplakette) is included on your car. This special sticker is needed to drive in the city’s “green zones.” You can also buy them at most gas stations for €5-10.


PUBLIC TRANSPORT


Public transport in Berlin is extensive and easy to navigate. There are trams, buses, and two types of trains (U-Bahn and S-Bahn). In the back of this guide you’ll find a map with all the U- and S-Bahn lines. If you want to travel inside the center, you’re best off buying a Berlin AB-ticket for €2.70. When you want to go to Schönefeld or Potsdam you’ll need an ABC-ticket. It’s valid for two hours for all types of public transport, but only as a single ride. You have to buy a new ticket for your return. Don’t forget to stamp your ticket. If you’re only traveling a short distance, buy a Kurzstrecke (€1.60)—it takes you a maximum of six bus or tram stops or three U- or S-Bahn stops. You can also buy a day ticket (€6.90) or one of the WelcomeCards: 48 hours (€19.50 for zones A and B), 72 hours (€26.70) or 5 days (€34.50). A WelcomeCard comes with a booklet with discount coupons for different sights. The tram, U-Bahn, and S-Bahn operate until around 12:30am. On the weekend, some U- and S-Bahns operate all night. There’s also a network of night buses (with the letter N on the front) that covers the entire city. For more information on tickets, prices, and availability, go to www.bvg.de.


TAXIS


Taxis in Berlin are affordable and luggage is free of charge. If you’re traveling with small children, let the driver know beforehand—they are not allowed to take young kids if they’re not in a car seat. Berlin has many taxi stands, but you can also hail one on the street or call one. Three useful numbers are: Würfelfunk, t: 030210101; TaxiFunk, t: 030443322; and Taxi Quality, t: 030263000.





BIKING



Biking in Berlin is not just easy—it’s fun. Berlin is becoming increasingly more bike-friendly. Keep in mind that many Berliners bike fast and don’t always follow the rules. Most bikers wear a helmet, but it’s not mandatory. Don’t bike side-by-side with your buddies—cars don’t appreciate it, and it’s downright dangerous. Cars adhere strictly to the priority rules and so do bikers.


So yes—rent a bike! The walks through Mitte, Charlottenburg, and Schöneberg are great bike routes. You could also bike part of the Berliner Mauerweg (100 miles over the old border)—it’s stunning. Or bike out of town via the Radfernweg Berlin-Usedom, Berlin-Kopenhagen, or part of the Wannseeroute. You can take the S-Bahn back to town, although you need to buy a special ticket for your bike.


Rental bikes from the German railway company (Deutsche Bahn, or DB) are installed at 80 locations in Mitte, Prenzlauer Berg, and Kreuzberg (Call a Bike, www.callabike-interaktiv.de). You have to register beforehand on their website or at the location for a one-time fee of €3. After that you can bike the entire city for €1 per half hour or a maximum of €15 per day. You could also go to one of the numerous bike-rental places, like Fahrradstation (www.fahrradstation.com), which has seven locations throughout the city.


Don’t want to bike? Tour around on the bus. City bus line 100 is much more fun than a touristy double-decker and takes you past all the major sights of Berlin.
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TOP 10: STREET FOOD



1   The best Currywurst in the West can be found at Curry 36. > click here


2   The best Currywurst in the East is at Konnopke’s Imbiss. > click here


3   Mustafa’s Gemüse Kebap is well worth the wait. > click here


4   Grab a burrito on the go at No Hablo Español. > click here


5   The food trucks from Bite Club Berlin are a treat in the summer. > Eichenstrasse 4


6   Look for oysters, sausages, and subs at Kollwitzmarkt. > click here


7   Street Food Thursday in the Markthalle Neun. > click here


8   You’ll find grilled Korean snacks at Mmaah. > click here


9   Try the Japanese hamburgers at Shiso Burger. > click here


10 The Thaiwiese in Preussen Park is a great spot for an Asian picnic. > Konstanzer Strasse 46



TOP 10: RESTAURANTS



1   You’ll find delicious, basic food in Das Lokal. > Linienstrasse 160


2   Cookies Cream is a great vegetarian restaurant. > click here


3   Richard is in an unexpected location with a top chef. > Köpenicker Strasse 174


4   Eat in an old bus at Café Pförtner. > Uferstrasse 8-11


5   For authentic Turkish food go to Osmans Töchter. > click here


6   Paris Bar has a real French-bistro vibe. > click here


7   Share large plates of fusion food at Neni Berlin. > click here


8   Discover unique Asian food at Long March Canteen. > click here


9   Schnitzels and spätzle abound at Alpenstueck. > Gartenstrasse 9


10 Dine in an upscale setting at Pauly Saal in the Ehemalige Jüdische Mädchenschule. > click here



TOP 10: NIGHTLIFE



1   For DJs and movie nights, go to Twinpigs. > Boddinstrasse 57a


2   Try some old-school dancing at Clärchens Ballhaus. > click here


3   Berghain is quintessentially Berlin. > Rüdersdorfer Strasse 7


4   Prince Charles is an uber-cool club. > Prinzenstrasse 85F


5   Take pictures from the roof at the House of Weekend club. > Alexanderplatz 7


6   Party in old warehouses at RAW-tempel. > click here


7   Cocktails with a view at Monkey Bar. > click here


8   Hops & Barley serves Berlin brews. > click here


9   Club Salon zur wilden Renate feels like a theatrical house party. > Alt Stralau 70


10 Dance on the river at Club der Visionäre. > Am Flutgraben 1



TOP 10: SUNDAY



1   Find vintage, art, and food at the Mauerpark on Sundays. > click here


2   Start your day as an Early Bird in the Fernsehturm. > click here


3   Take the S-Bahn into nature at the Schlachtensee. > click here


4   Browse the flea market at Boxhagener Platz. > click here


5   Climb the Teufelsberg and enjoy the view. > click here


6   Go dancing at an open-air party In the summertime. Check our website for info.


7   The Flohmarkt on Arkonaplatz has vintage treasures. > click here


8   Play ping pong in a park or on Starplatz. > click here


9   Spend the afternoon relaxing on Tempelhofer Freiheit. > click here


10 Do as the Berliners do: Sleep in and have a late breakfast.





WALK 1



MITTE


ABOUT THE WALK


This walk takes you past all of Berlin’s most iconic sights, as well as some great restaurants, coffee bars, and shops. The focus of this walk, however, is arts and culture. Don’t be afraid to stray from the main route: There are plenty of side streets with interesting things to discover as well. Plan an entire day for this route, which can also be combined with Walk 2.


THE NEIGHBORHOODS


Berlin is often regarded as the most creative city in Europe, and if there’s one district to which it owes this name, it’s Mitte. Cultural life thrives here, especially in the Scheunenviertel, the former Jewish quarter just north of the river Spree. Auguststrasse and Linienstrasse is rapidly becoming an international art center with various galleries, Mulackstrasse and Torstrasse have many young and up-and-coming designers and creative businesses, and the area between Invalidenstrasse and Torstrasse is becoming increasingly more interesting. The hip cafés and restaurants dotted around the entire neighborhood also give the area a lively feel.
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