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The Schools History Project


Set up in 1972 to bring new life to history for school students, the Schools History Project has been based at Leeds Trinity University since 1978. SHP continues to play an innovatory role in history education based on its six principles:





•  Making history meaningful for young people



•  Engaging in historical enquiry



•  Developing broad and deep knowledge



•  Studying the historic environment



•  Promoting diversity and inclusion



•  Supporting rigorous and enjoyable learning





These principles are embedded in the resources which SHP produces in partnership with Hodder Education to support history at Key Stage 3, GCSE (SHP OCR B) and A level. The Schools History Project contributes to national debate about school history. It strives to challenge, support and inspire teachers through its published resources, conferences and website: http://www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk
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INTRODUCTION


Making the most of this book


Where this book fits into your GCSE history course


The course


The GCSE history course you are following is made up of five different studies. These are shown in the table below. For each type of study you will follow one option. We have highlighted the option that this particular book helps you with.
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OCR SHP GCSE B


(Choose one option from each section)






	Paper 1
1 ¾ hours

	
British thematic study




•  The People’s Health



•  Crime and Punishment



•  Migrants to Britain






	20%






	
British depth study




•  The Norman Conquest



•  The Elizabethans



•  Britain in Peace and War






	20%






	Paper 2
1 hour

	
History around us




•  Any site that meets the given criteria.






	20%






	Paper 3
1 ¾ hours

	
World period study




•  Viking Expansion



•  The Mughal Empire



•  The Making of America






	20%






	
World depth study




•  The First Crusade



•  The Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest



•  Living under Nazi Rule






	20%
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The world depth study


The world depth study focuses on a traumatic short period in world history when different cultures or ideologies were in conflict. It encourages you to engage with many rich, contemporary sources and the different interpretations of historians. As you do this you will learn about the nature of historical evidence and how history is constructed.


As the table shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the world depth study as part of Paper 3. You can find out more about that on pages 98–105 at the back of the book.


Here is exactly what the specification requires for this depth study.
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The First Crusade, c.1070–1100


The specification divides this period into five sections:






	Sections

	Learners should study the following content:






	
Origins

c.1070–1095



	



•  The Islamic world, including its diversity and its relations with Christians



•  Pressures on the Byzantine Empire



•  Latin Christendom and the power of the papacy












	
Responses

November 1095 to December 1096



	



•  Urban II and the preaching of the First Crusade



•  Joining the First Crusade: who went and why



•  The People’s Crusade and the challenges it faced












	
Into Asia Minor

December 1096 to October 1097



	


•  Alexios I and his negotiations with the crusade leaders



•  The siege of Nicaea and the Battle of Dorylaeum: the nature of Christian and Muslim warfare



•  The journey across Asia Minor: physical challenges and disunity among the leadership










	
Antioch

October 1097 to June 1098



	



•  The siege by the crusaders



•  The capture of Antioch: rivalries, strategies and atrocities



•  The events of June and the defeat of Kerbogha











	Jerusalem

	


•  Disputes, delays and the journey to Jerusalem



•  The capture of Jerusalem: preparations, tactics and the sack of the city



•  The establishment of the Kingdom of Jerusalem and the Muslim response
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You need to understand the interplay between these forces that shaped the First Crusade:





•  Political



•  Military



•  Economic



•  Social



•  Religious



•  Cultural





You also need to understand:





•  the main events of the First Crusade



•  the diverse lives and experiences of Muslims and Christians at that time.





In addition, you should be able to:





•  engage with a range of historical sources that shed light on the First Crusade



•  understand different interpretations of aspects of the First Crusade.





The next two pages show how this book works.



How this book works



The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 97) is carefully arranged to match what the specification requires. It does this through the following features:
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Enquiries


The book is largely taken up with five ‘enquiries’. Each enquiry sets you a challenge in the form of an overarching question.


The first two pages of the enquiry set up the challenge and give you a clear sense of what you will need to do to work out your answer to the main question. You will find the instructions set out in ‘The Enquiry’ box, on a blue background, as in this example.
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Record tasks


From that point, the enquiry is divided into three sections. These match the bullet points shown in the specification on page 3. You can tell when you are starting a new section as it will start with a large coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where you will be asked to record ideas and information that will help you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry question later on. You can see an example of these ‘Record’ instructions here. They will always be in blue text with blue lines above and below them.
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Reflect tasks


At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to prompt you to think carefully about what you are reading. They will look like the examples shown here. These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you are reading is making sense and to see how it connects with what you have already learned. You do not need to write down the ideas that you think of when you ‘reflect’, but the ideas you get may help you when you reach the next Record instruction.
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Review tasks


Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what you have been learning and use it to answer the overarching question in some way. Sometimes you simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some aspect of the main question. The important point is that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence you have been building up through the enquiry to support your answer.
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Closer looks


Between the enquiries you will find pages that provide a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period you are studying. These will often give you a chance to find out more about the issue you have just been studying in the previous enquiry, although they may sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.


We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer looks’ but, as you read them, keep thinking of what they add to your knowledge and understanding. We think they add some intriguing insights.


One very important final point


We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really important issues at the heart of each period you study, but you need to remember that the examiners will almost certainly ask you different questions when you take your GCSE. Don’t simply rely on the notes you made to answer the enquiry questions we gave you. We give you advice on how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you will face on pages 98 to 105.


The First Crusade
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An illustration of the departure of Godfrey of Bouillon in the summer of 1096. From a thirteenth-century edition of William of Tyre’s History of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, c.1184





Until 1095, Godfrey of Bouillon lived as a minor nobleman in northern France. Then everything changed. In 1096, Godfrey and tens of thousands of other Christians left their homes in western Europe and set off on a 2000-mile journey to the Holy Land. Their expedition would later become known as the First Crusade. The crusaders had been inspired by Pope Urban II’s call for a Holy War to recapture the city of Jerusalem from its Muslim rulers who, at the time, were known in Europe as Saracens.


Before they left, the crusaders prayed for God’s protection, but few of them could have imagined the challenges that lay ahead. Godfrey and the other leaders often disagreed over important decisions. On their three-year journey to the Holy Land, many crusaders were killed in hard-fought battles and sieges. Thousands of others died of disease and hunger. At one point, some crusaders were so desperate for food that they tried to stay alive by eating their own shoes.


By the time the crusaders reached Jerusalem in July 1099, only a few thousand remained. But the survivors were convinced that retaking Jerusalem would earn them the reward of eternal paradise in heaven. The crusaders attacked Jerusalem on 14 July. On the second day of fighting, Godfrey of Bouillon led the crusaders over Jerusalem’s 15-metre high walls. The massacre that followed was deeply shocking, even by the standards of the Middle Ages.


Picturing the First Crusade


No pictures of the First Crusade survive from the time, but from the later Middle Ages until the present, artists have used written accounts to imagine particular events from the crusade. In 1184, William of Tyre wrote the first history of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. The picture above was produced for a thirteenth-century edition of William of Tyre’s book. It is a medieval artist’s interpretation of the moment when Godfrey of Bouillon and his followers set out on the First Crusade.
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Reflect


How did the medieval artist try to portray the emotion of this moment?
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Pictures are often powerful interpretations of history because they fix ideas in the popular imagination. In the nineteenth century, when many European countries were building empires across the world, rulers often looked back to the First Crusade for inspiration. They saw it as a glorious and heroic event in the history of their nation. Nineteenth-century artists produced romanticised paintings of the First Crusade which emphasised the heroism of those involved.


The painting below was produced in 1847 by the French artist Émile Signol. It shows Godfrey of Bouillon and the other crusaders rejoicing in victory after taking Jerusalem.
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Reflect


How did Émile Signol portray this event as a glorious moment?
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Taking of Jerusalem by the Crusaders. A painting by the French artist Émile Signol, 1847





As you find out about the events of the First Crusade in this book, you will encounter a range of visual and other interpretations. These help us understand how the First Crusade has been viewed over time. They also demonstrate how some interpretations can distort the past and reinforce dangerous divisions between the West and the Islamic world. The most helpful interpretations for understanding the First Crusade are based on the careful analysis of historical sources. Together these can reveal the real and complex lives of people caught up in the events – their hopes, struggles, fears and joys. That’s what makes the study of the First Crusade so fascinating.





1 Changing worlds



Where do the origins of the First Crusade lie?


Jerusalem is one of the most beautiful, holy and disputed cities in the world. Its history stretches back thousands of years. It was here that King Solomon built the first Jewish temple in 950BC. Around AD33, Jesus was crucified here. In the fourth century, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was built close to the site of the crucifixion and of Christ’s tomb. In the Middle Ages, Jerusalem was the centre of the Christian world. Pilgrims flocked to the city to pray at its holy sites.
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A panorama of Jerusalem





In AD638, followers of a new faith, Islam, captured Jerusalem. The Muslims built a holy shrine on top of the Temple Mount for they believed that it was from here that their Prophet Muhammad had ascended to heaven on his miraculous Night Journey. The shrine is known as the Dome of the Rock. Centuries later it was given the golden dome which you can see in the photograph below.


The Muslims accepted Jesus as a prophet and did not destroy the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. For over 400 years they allowed Christians to live in Jerusalem and the Holy Land surrounding the city. Christian pilgrims continued to visit the sacred sites. Then, at the end of the eleventh century, all this changed. A group of Muslims known as the Seljuk Turks took control of Jerusalem. The expansion of the Seljuk Turks placed Christianity in the east under threat. The result was the First Crusade.


As you learned on page 6, it was 1096 when many thousands of Christians set off from Europe on this crusade. They were united in their intense desire to bring Jerusalem back under Christian control. Their journey would take three years. Along the way they experienced hardship, hunger and the horrors of war. When they eventually captured Jerusalem in 1099, the crusaders unleashed a terrible slaughter and the blood of Muslims and Jews ran through the streets of the historic holy city.
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The Enquiry


Why the First Crusade happened when it did is a question that fascinates historians. The causes of the First Crusade are complex and historians disagree about when and where the origins of the First Crusade lie. In this enquiry you will develop your own view about the origins of the First Crusade. To do this you will find out about the history of three different areas of the world:





1. the Islamic world



2. the Byzantine Empire




3. Latin Christendom.





As you learn about each area you will label a map to show the developments that might help to explain the origins of the First Crusade. At the end of the enquiry you will use your three annotated maps to challenge a particular interpretation about where the origins of the First Crusade lie.
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The world of the First Crusade



This map shows western Europe and the Mediterranean around the year 1070. You may know some of the places on the map, but the shaded areas seem unfamiliar to our modern minds. These were the three big powers which dominated this part of the world in the late eleventh century:





•  the Islamic world



•  the Byzantine Empire



•  Latin Christendom.
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Reflect


Read the text panels about each of the three big powers.





1  What tensions can you find within and between the powers c.1070?



2  How do you think any of these might have helped to cause the First Crusade?
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Map of Europe, the Near East and North Africa, c.1070
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Latin Christendom


In 1070, Europe was a fragmented patchwork of warring kingdoms and regions. It was a less advanced power than either the Islamic world or the Byzantine Empire, and its cities were much smaller. In Rome, the pope was the spiritual leader of Latin Christendom, but his position was insecure. In the eleventh century, people from Latin Christendom travelled to Jerusalem on pilgrimage, but by 1070 the Seljuk Turks were making this increasingly difficult.
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The Byzantine Empire


This was the remaining eastern part of what had once been the Roman Empire. From its magnificent capital, Constantinople, the Byzantine Empire stretched west to the Balkans and east across Asia Minor. From the middle of the eleventh century, the Byzantine Empire came under increasing pressure, particularly from the Seljuk Turks who captured land from the Byzantines in the eastern part of Asia Minor. The Byzantine Emperor in Constantinople needed help from people beyond his empire.
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The Islamic world


In the seventh century, Islam spread rapidly from its original home in Arabia. In AD638 Muslim warriors captured the city of Jerusalem and the surrounding Holy Land from the Christian Byzantines. By the eleventh century, the Islamic world stretched from as far as India in the east to al-Andalus (now southern Spain) in the west. But the Islamic Empire was divided. It was split between the Abbasids based in Baghdad and the Fatimids based in Cairo. In addition, a new tribe of Islamic warriors, the Seljuk Turks, was threatening the Byzantine Empire in the east.
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The Islamic world
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Record


Draw a small outline map of the Islamic world based on the map on pages 10–11. As you find out about the history of the Islamic world, add labels around the map to show important developments which might help us to understand the origins of the First Crusade.
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Islamic expansion


Nearly five centuries before the First Crusade, a new religion had emerged in southern Arabia: Islam. Founded by the Prophet Muhammad between AD610 and AD618, the Muslim faith spread with incredible speed. Following the Prophet’s death in AD632, Muslim warriors quickly conquered Arabia. In AD638, they moved into Palestine where they captured the city of Jerusalem from the Byzantine Christians.


Jerusalem was Islam’s third holiest site after Mecca and Medina. In AD692, on top of the rocky outcrop from where it was believed the Prophet began his miraculous Night Journey to heaven and back, the Muslims built the holy shrine known as the Dome of the Rock. Nearby, they later built the Aqsa Mosque.


Islam dominated Jerusalem and the Holy Land for the next 400 years. For much of this time, Muslim rulers allowed the Christian and Jewish populations to continue in their faiths as long as they paid a special tax and did not try to convert Muslims. The Muslim rulers also permitted pilgrims from Europe to visit the sacred Christian sites in Jerusalem and Palestine.


During the eighth and ninth centuries, Islam spread with astonishing speed from its early conquests in Arabia and Palestine:





•  In the east, Muslim warriors conquered the lands that are now Iraq and Iran.



•  In the north, they moved into Syria and pushed into the Byzantine Empire.



•  In the west, much of Egypt, North Africa and Spain fell under Muslim control.





By the end of the ninth century, the Muslims had even seized the Byzantine island of Sicily. There, they were less than 300 miles from the centre of Latin Christendom in Rome.
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Reflect





1. In what ways could you argue that the origin of the First Crusade lies in seventh-century Jerusalem?



2. What made a Christian attempt to take back control of Jerusalem and the Holy Land unlikely in the four centuries after 638?
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The Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem






The achievements of the Islamic world



In the ninth century AD, the Islamic world covered a vast territory stretching from India in the east to al-Andalus in the west. United by religion, the Arabic language and trade, a rich Islamic culture emerged which was far more advanced than Latin Christendom and the Byzantine Empire. At the centre of the Islamic world was a family dynasty called the Abbasids who ruled from their huge circular city of Baghdad (see map on pages 10–11).


Baghdad had trade links with the distant lands of Africa, Byzantium, India and China. It was a city of books and learning where scholars from all over the Islamic world came to study ancient texts. Ninth-century Baghdad was a fabulously wealthy city, famous for the glassware, ceramics and textiles produced in its workshops. When Byzantine ambassadors visited the Abbasid caliph (ruler), they marvelled at the thousands of beautiful silks hanging in his palace at the centre of Baghdad.


By the end of the ninth century, other great cities such as Damascus, Mecca, Cairo and Cordoba were also important centres of production and trade (see map on pages 10–11). Muslim merchants from these cities traded in spices, silks and other luxury goods. They helped to spread wealth and ideas across the Islamic world.
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An Abbasid library, from a thirteenth-century document





Divisions


In the second half of the tenth century, the Abbasids began to lose their hold on power. For three centuries, there had been a deep division in the Islamic world between two groups:





•  Sunni Muslims, who defended the right of the Abbasid caliphs to be the leaders of Islam



•  Shi’ite Muslims, who believed that only the descendants of Ali (Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law) had the right to rule.





In 969, a Shi’ite dynasty known as the Fatimids broke free from Abbasid control and set up a rival caliphate in Cairo. The Fatimids soon controlled Egypt and Palestine, including Jerusalem.


In 1009, a mentally deranged Fatimid ruler, Caliph Hakim, ended the toleration of Christians in the Holy Land and ordered the destruction of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Pilgrimages to Jerusalem stopped, and there was much anger across the Christian world. Fatimid rulers who came after Hakim restored relations with Christians and invited the Byzantines to rebuild the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Tensions eased, but a new Islamic threat to the Byzantines developed in the eleventh century – the Seljuk Turks.



The Seljuk Turks



The Seljuk Turks were a tribe from central Asia who had converted to Islam in the tenth century. By the 1040s, these fierce mounted warriors had moved into the area we now call Iraq. In 1055, the Seljuks seized Baghdad from the Abbasids. Their leader took control from the caliph and gave himself the title of sultan. The Seljuks were the new rulers of Sunni Islam. They fought to expand their territory still further, and by 1071 they had taken Jerusalem from the Fatimids.


The Byzantines also suffered from the rise of the Seljuk Turks. Some of the Seljuks were determined to take new lands in the Byzantine Empire. In 1071, they crushed the Byzantine army at the Battle of Manzikert. The Byzantine emperor was captured by the Seljuks and was forced to hand over large parts of his territory before his release. The eastern regions of the Byzantine Empire were now under Seljuk control. It was a devastating blow for the Byzantines.


Crises in the 1090s


Seljuk power weakened in the mid-1090s. Following the sultan’s death in 1092, his two sons fought to become the next ruler and Seljuk rule collapsed into civil war. In Egypt, the Fatimids were also weakened when their caliph died in 1094. It is unlikely that news of the difficulties faced by the Islamic world in the 1090s reached Europe, but the First Crusade could not have begun at a worse time for the Muslims.
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Reflect


This modern painting shows the victorious Seljuk army after the Battle of Manzikert. How has the artist portrayed Manzikert as a great victory for the Seljuks?
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A modern painting of the Battle of Manzikert in the Istanbul Military Museum






Troubles in Sicily and al-Andalus



Some historians think that the First Crusade had its origins not in developments in the lands around the eastern Mediterranean, but in the far west of the Islamic world: Sicily and al-Andalus (Muslim Spain). They point out that several Muslim chroniclers saw the First Crusade as part of a Mediterranean-wide struggle which was focused on Sicily and al-Andalus, as well as on Jerusalem.
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From The Perfect Work of History by Ibn al-Athir, twelfth century


The first appearance of the power of the Franks [Latin Christians] and the extension of their rule – namely, attacks directed against Islamic territory and the conquest of some of these lands – occurred in 1085 when they took Toledo and other cities in Islamic Spain [al-Andalus].


Then, in 1091, they attacked and conquered the Island of Sicily; from there they extended their reach as far as the coast of North Africa, where they captured some places. The conquests [in North Africa] were won back, but they took possession of other lands as you will see.
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The ‘other lands’ mentioned by Ibn al-Athir were the territories in Syria and Palestine which were conquered by the first crusaders. Ibn al-Athir clearly saw the First Crusade as part of a wider struggle which included the western Mediterranean.
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Reflect


According to Ibn al-Athir, what dates and events are important in understanding the origins of the First Crusade?
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In fact, the troubles in Sicily and al-Andalus had begun earlier than Ibn al-Athir suggested:
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Sicily


By the middle of the eleventh century, the Fatimid grip on Sicily had weakened and the island was split between several competing Muslim warlords. In 1061, Norman knights, encouraged by the pope, made the short crossing from southern Italy and attacked the port of Messina on the east coast of Sicily. The Normans expected to conquer Sicily quickly, but Muslim opposition on the island meant that it took many years. In 1071, the Normans captured Palermo, the Muslim capital of Sicily. By 1090, they had taken control of the whole island. Muslim rule in Sicily had finally come to an end.
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al-Andalus


From the 1030s, al-Andalus was divided by civil war. Rival groups of Muslim warlords fought each other for control of territory. The Christian rulers of northern Spain saw this as a good opportunity to intervene. At the same time as the Normans slowly conquered and settled Sicily, Spanish lords and their knights gradually took back much of al-Andalus into Christian hands. In 1085, the city and Kingdom of Toledo fell to the Christians. Its main mosque was soon converted into a cathedral. The conquest of Toledo sent shock waves through the Islamic world.
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