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INTRODUCTION



Who Is the Holy Spirit?
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I have still many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them or to take them upon you or to grasp them now. But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth). For He will not speak His own message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come [that will happen in the future].


—JOHN 16:12–13




 


The news media has tried repeatedly to cast a negative light on my ministry because I teach people that God wants them to prosper. As a result, some people think my success in ministry has come from some type of gimmick or wrongdoing. Some preachers have called me one of the “name-it-and-claim-it preachers.” Those who speak negatively about me have chosen to believe that I had to do something wrong in order to achieve the success of World Changers Church International and Creflo Dollar Ministries.


However, the truth is, I can’t give myself the credit for my success—all the credit belongs to God. I simply follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit in all that I do. The Holy Spirit has always led me to success, not just financially but in every arena of life. Words cannot express how much I appreciate having Him as my guide. Sometimes I become so overwhelmed with gratefulness that I have to stop at the side of the road and, right there in my car, give Him praise and thanksgiving. He deserves all the credit for every successful endeavor in my life.


For instance, He helped rescue me from death’s grip in a horrible car accident in 2000; He helped our church purchase a $17 million World Dome debt free; He led me to my beautiful wife, Taffi, my spiritual father, Kenneth Copeland, and other great men and women in the body of Christ, and so much more! And God is not through with me yet! This is only the beginning!


I believe I am well qualified to teach on the subject of the Holy Spirit. I have not always followed His leading perfectly, but He has always gotten me to where I needed to be each time I have yielded to Him. The things He has led me to do don’t always make sense to other people, but His leading always agrees with God’s will. He has always led me to truth, and He continues to give me new revelations as I continue to grow in ministry.


Some people think the Holy Spirit is spooky or a feeling. If you are one of those people, allow me to introduce you to Him. You will find that there is nothing spooky about the Holy Spirit. As a matter of fact, I don’t see how a Christian can be effective in life without Him. I call Him my unseen partner, and if you are a born-again Christian, He is also your unseen partner. The day you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit came to dwell inside your re-created spirit. Yes, He’s in there! And He wants you to acknowledge His presence (John 14:16–17).


The subject of the Holy Spirit is one of the most misunderstood and misinterpreted subjects among Christians and non-Christians. Many people are afraid to hear sermons about the Holy Spirit because of incorrect teachings and doctrines. The topic of speaking in tongues and the gifts of the Spirit are often shunned with fear. However, there is nothing fearful about Him. He doesn’t seek to harm us but to comfort and guide us. He desires to work through us so that we can experience the power that God ordained every Christian to have and use in these last days.




The subject of the Holy Spirit is one of the most misunderstood and misinterpreted subjects among Christians and non-Christians.





Gaining an understanding of who the Holy Spirit is, and who He isn’t, is critical to experiencing His presence and power. The Holy Spirit is not a feeling or an emotion. Although His presence can stir up holy emotions within you, He is actually the third person of the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As I mentioned earlier, your re-created spirit is His dwelling place. As you learn to yield to Him, you will find yourself working out God’s plan for your life. In addition, you will experience supernatural power and breakthrough like never before.


Jesus explains the function of the Holy Spirit in John 16:7, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” Jesus knew He would have to leave in order for the Holy Spirit to come to the earth. Now that the Holy Spirit is here, and dwelling in every born-again Believer, the power of God can flow to an even greater extent than when Jesus walked the earth!


The Holy Spirit is the motivator, energizer, and operator of every revealed plan or vision from God. He is the Spirit of Truth and has been sent to reveal the mind of God to Believers (John 16:12–13). He has come to reveal wisdom, knowledge, abilities, and mysteries to us to show us our significance, value, and power. He is also the revealer of the hidden treasures of the kingdom of God and holds the key to the inheritance of the saints. He wants to reveal our God-nature to us and cause us to live on a higher level than we are living right now. He is the most valuable asset to Christian living, and yet many times Believers don’t know enough about Him to really take advantage of what He can do in their lives.




The Holy Spirit is the motivator, energizer, and operator of every revealed plan or vision from God.







Since we are living in the last days, it is imperative that we know how to distinguish the Holy Spirit’s voice. The hunches (or inner nudges) we receive that either direct us or warn us are the promptings from the Holy Spirit. We can develop a discernment of His voice through the study and meditation of the Word of God. He will never say anything to us that doesn’t line up with the written Word, so studying the Bible is essential to recognizing His voice. Praying in tongues also helps to sharpen our spiritual discernment and awareness of Him. It may take some time to become proficient in recognizing His voice, but as you develop, pay attention to whether or not you have peace in your spirit about something you are about to do. If you don’t have peace, most likely the Holy Spirit is warning you not to proceed.


When you acknowledge the Holy Spirit and commune with Him on a daily basis, He will show you mysteries and the secret plans of God for your life. Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (KJV). He will guide you into your destiny when you allow Him to direct your decisions.


You can cultivate your relationship with the Holy Spirit by praising God, praying, and singing spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19). Doing these things helps you become more sensitive to His presence. He wants to be acknowledged, and He wants to talk to you. When you call on the Holy Spirit, you may say, “Holy Spirit, I don’t know what to do in this situation, but I know you know the answer. Show me what to do.” Spend some time praying in the Spirit and then wait on Him until you hear Him speak to you. When you call, He will answer.


Since the Holy Spirit was sent to help guide and direct your life, it is important that you set aside time every day to fellowship with Him. Talk with Him as you would a close friend or family member. Talk to Him about your concerns and about the Scriptures. He will give you the revelation, insight, and enlightenment you need to fulfill God’s plan for your life.


Developing a relationship with the Holy Spirit is like developing a relationship with a close friend. He is just as real as the friends you can see. Like all relationships, your relationship with the Holy Spirit will require quality time. You may need to get up earlier in the morning to pray. When you begin to have a relationship with the Holy Spirit, the rewards far outweigh any inconveniences.




Developing a relationship with the Holy Spirit is like developing a relationship with a close friend.





The Holy Spirit and Your Finances


Most of us are cautious about any advice we receive concerning our finances. We like to feel we are in total control where our finances are concerned. However, when we allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us about our finances, He will lead us to real profit. He will help us avoid the financial pitfalls that plague most people living according to the dictates of society. The Holy Spirit gives us supernatural wisdom to manage our money wisely on a day-to-day basis.


In order to hear His directions, we must change our thinking and make sure it agrees with the Word of God. When the Holy Spirit speaks, He agrees with the Word of God. He gives us peace in our spirits, which is how we recognize His voice from all the other voices we hear within.



How to Use This Book


As someone who has received many questions about finances, I felt it was time to write a book that addresses the financial issues people face on a daily basis. As a pastor, I want people to understand that God has a plan for their finances. The Holy Spirit is a very present help in our time of need. He helps us whenever we need guidance. The one thing we have to learn to do is yield to Him. I understand that being led by the Holy Spirit is not always as easy as it sounds. However, when we follow His leading, He will lead us to great success.


This book is not to be read for entertainment. It should be used as a tool to help you yield to the Holy Spirit when it comes to making wise financial decisions. At the end of each chapter, there are discussion questions that will allow you to write whatever the Holy Spirit places on your heart. This may be the most powerful journey you will ever take! So grab a pen and, if needed, a journal for extra writing space, and get ready to be changed forever!
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KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WORD PREPARES OUR HEARING


 




O taste and see that the Lord [our God] is good! Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) is the man who trusts and takes refuge in Him.


—PSALM 34:8






Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God’s will in thought, purpose, and action)…


—2 TIMOTHY 3:16






[And I pray] that the participation in and sharing of your faith may produce and promote full recognition and appreciation and understanding and precise knowledge of every good [thing] that is ours in [our identification with] Christ Jesus [and unto His glory].


—PHILEMON 1:6




 


Several years ago, I experienced a very interesting situation. I was dealing with a business contractor and became very frustrated because I thought a particular product was going to be turned over to me, but it did not work out that way. Since the product was already paid for, I became extremely frustrated. My sleep was disturbed because I was so agitated, and I spent the night trying to figure out how to legally resolve the situation. Not once did I acknowledge the true solution—God and His Word.


The next morning I woke up feeling the same frustration. I began to pray in the Spirit, and God interrupted me. He said, “Why are you allowing this situation to steal your peace and frustrate you?” I told the Lord all about how I thought it wasn’t fair and so forth. He said, “I want to teach you something about trust.”


He began dealing with me about trusting Him. Proverbs 3:5 says, “Lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord with all your heart and mind and do not rely on your own insight or understanding.” I was leaning on my own insight and understanding. Once I placed my trust and confidence in God’s ability to handle the situation, I was no longer frustrated, and I received the solution I needed.


I have discovered that some of the greatest manifestations in the Bible came as a result of reliance and confidence in God. I have also discovered that many times people believe God, but they don’t trust Him. Actually, I believe they sometimes confuse the two. When we trust God, we rely and depend on Him to work out the situation.




I have also discovered that many times people believe God, but they don’t trust Him.





It is not unusual for people to confuse faith and trust. However, there is a difference between the two. Faith is a practical expression of the confidence we have in God and His Word, while trust is a practical expression of our commitment to God and His Word. The question is, how committed do we remain to God and His Word when it comes to issues in life that irritate us? A sure indication of a lack of trust is frustration. In other words, whenever a situation robs us of our peace, we are not trusting God.


When it comes to our finances, we are often faced with challenges. But we can maintain our peace by trusting God to meet our needs. We must say, and mean, “Everything is going to be just fine.” That is what trust is all about. It is a lifetime commitment to rely on God no matter what challenges we face in life. Many times, I have had to say, “Well, God, I don’t know how you are going to do this, or when, but I trust you.” Because I have developed my trust in God, I am no longer disturbed by irritating circumstances. Whenever they arise, I simply look to Him and say, “Lord, I trust you, and I know that everything will be just fine.”


Trusting Him and His Word


God revealed to me that trusting Him is similar to following directions in order to reach a certain destination. When you need to get somewhere you’ve never been before, and someone who already knows the way gives you directions, you don’t question that person. You simply follow the directions you are given. In other words, you trust that he or she knows how to get you to your destination. Even if you get lost, perhaps because you misunderstood something or missed a turn, you could even call that person to clarify the directions and then get back on the right road. Similarly, you must call on God for directions in life. He has given us directions—His written Word—to the destination He has chosen for us. When you miss it or make a mistake, God will direct you through His written Word and make sure you get back on the right path.


In order to develop complete trust in our Heavenly Father, we must cultivate our relationship with Him every day. Just as we develop our trust in others by spending time with them, we likewise learn to trust God the same way. We spend time with Him by meditating on the Word (repeating Scriptures over and over in our minds until revelation knowledge comes) and reading the Word daily. In addition, spending time with God regularly in prayer is another way to develop a consciousness of His presence and voice, both of which help us develop trust in Him.




In order to develop complete trust in our Heavenly Father, we must cultivate our relationship with Him every day.





On the other hand, when we decide to trust our feelings, education, perceptions, or our own way of doing things, we basically say to God, “I don’t trust your way.” This is pride. However, when we choose to trust God and His Word as an act of our will, no matter what it may look like in the natural, we demonstrate humility through our trust in His directions. By making the Word our final authority and making a quality decision to place our faith in God at all costs, we experience His best in every situation.


First Base Is the Word


I always tell people, “The Holy Spirit will save you time and money.” Since He speaks in line with the Word, we must know what the Word says in order to recognize the Holy Spirit’s voice. Therefore, if we want to receive revelation from God that will eliminate chaos in our lives, we cannot neglect His written Word. It is vital to have knowledge of God’s Word. It will escort us into intimate places with God, and within those intimate places we will hear His voice giving us specific instructions.


Revelation (or wisdom) that comes from God is critical to our success when dealing with our finances. Revelation is the key to breakthrough and gives advantages that are not found in the world, because God’s success is unlimited and immeasurable. We can’t lose when we hear a rhema (specific, spoken) Word from the Lord. However, mere knowledge without revelation is limited. When He gives us revelation, He includes His instructions.




Revelation is the key to breakthrough and gives advantages that are not found in the world.





I thank God for the revelation I’ve received over the years in the area of finances. I totally rely on God where my finances are concerned. When He tells me to sow a seed, I do it. I’m quick to walk in obedience because I know that His way is the best way. So, to ensure that I remain in a position to hear from Him, I constantly renew my mind with the Word.


The Word Instructs Us in the Basic Doctrines of God


Galatians 1:8 says, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to and different from that which we preached to you, let him be accursed (anathema, devoted to destruction, doomed to eternal punishment)!”


His Word instructs us in the basic doctrines or teachings of God. The more time we spend reading, studying, and meditating on God’s Word, the more we develop the ability to distinguish between truth and error.


For instance, I counseled a Christian woman who insisted that the Lord told her to marry an unsaved man, which did not line up with the Word. However, God’s Word tells us not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). This woman had allowed the voice of the enemy to deceive her and lead her away from the truth and into error. The enemy is always seeking to take us in a direction that will destroy us.




The enemy is always seeking to take us in a direction that will destroy us.





When a Christian is deceived, I often wonder how much time that person has spent in the Word. Apparently he or she hasn’t spent enough time in the Word to distinguish God’s voice from the lying voice of Satan. However, we can prepare to hear God’s voice by spending time reading and studying His Word. We can’t be led by our desires; we must humble ourselves and find out what the Word says about our situation. If we don’t, our selfishness will take over, allowing the enemy to take advantage of our lack of knowledge where the Word is concerned.


The Word Helps Us Perceive Spiritual Reality


As human beings, we are comprised of three parts. We are spirit beings at the core; we have a soul, and we live in a physical body. First Thessalonians 5:23 states: “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (KJV).


The spirit is completely re-created at the point of salvation. We were made new creatures in Christ when we become born again. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (KJV). The transformation that took place within our spirits has to work its way into the soul and the body. For instance, when I became a born-again Christian, my spirit became new, but my mind and body stayed the same. It is my responsibility to make both my mind and body line up with my spirit.




It is my responsibility to make both my mind and body line up with my spirit.





Andrew Wommack, in his online article “Spirit, Soul, and Body,” wrote:




In your soul, old things did not pass away, and all things haven’t yet become new. For that reason, you could actually die from sickness or disease even though all of the power that raised Jesus from the dead is residing untapped within your spirit. It’s like dying of thirst while leaning against a well full of life-giving water.


Think of your soul like the valve on a faucet: it controls the rate and volume of the flow of the spirit into your body. If your mind is renewed and in agreement with the Word, the valve is wide open. But if it is in agreement with what your body is feeling or what your emotions are experiencing, then the valve is closed to God’s life in your spirit.1





The soul is comprised of the mind, will, emotions, conscience, and imagination. When most people are referring to someone’s personality, they are actually referring to the soul. The central control center of the soul is the mind. Therefore, the mind is the battlefield and will determine whether or not we have victory or defeat in our Christian lives.


This is why the Bible instructs us to renew our minds with God’s Word. The Word keeps us in God’s perfect will for our lives. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not be conformed to this world (this age) [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude] so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].”
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