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Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of:





•  the British Period Study and Enquiry Unit Y113 and Y143, Britain 1930–1997.





This introduction gives you an overview of:





•  the OCR AS and A Level course



•  how you will be assessed on this unit



•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.





1 The OCR AS and A Level course


This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three Unit Groups and a Topic based Essay. The Unit Groups comprise:





•  British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level).



•  Non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level).



•  Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).





This book covers one Period Study Topic (Britain 1951–1997) and one Enquiry Topic (Churchill 1930–1951) from Unit Group 1 of the OCR History specification. You will study both of these for the examination.


During the 1930s Britain experienced both a severe economic depression, and a growing threat from Germany which culminated in the Second World War. The war brought major changes to the country, by both weakening it as a great world power and bringing about major changes to economic and social policy under Labour, from 1945 to 1951. It also brought Winston Churchill, one of its greatest leaders, to power, and his career from 1930 to 1951 forms a major part of this book. In the post-war period Britain lost its empire and appeared to be in political and economic decline. The book explains why the Conservatives dominated the country politically from 1951 to 1964, how political leaders from both major parties after that period dealt with Britain’s problems, and also how Margaret Thatcher’s election victory in 1979 confirmed the end of the post-war consensus on economic and social policy. The book deals with major events in foreign and colonial policy after 1951 and with the changing relations with Europe.


The chapters in the book correspond to the Key Topics in the specification, with four chapters for each Period Study and three for the Enquiries.


2 How you will be assessed


A Level


Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the Topic based essay is marked internally but externally moderated.





•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter answer question and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations Unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.





For the Topic based essay you will complete a 3000–4000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


AS Level


Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:





•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through your choice of one of two essays, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through an Essay and an Interpretation Question. The Interpretation Question will come from one of two specified Key Topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.





Examination questions for Unit Group 1


For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.


There will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Period Study section.


In Section A there will be one set of documents. For the AS there will be three sources and two questions. Question (a) will be worth 10 marks and Question (b) will be worth 20 marks. For the A Level there will be four sources and one question, which will be worth 30 marks.


In Section B there will be two essay questions, both worth 20 marks and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different Key Topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one Key Topic.


AS Section A questions on the Enquiry


The first Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:


(a) Use your knowledge of X to assess how useful Source Y is as evidence of Z.


For example:


Use your knowledge of the problems Britain faced in the 1930s to assess how useful Source A is as evidence about how realistic Churchill’s view of appeasement was. [10]


In this type of question the key term is ‘useful’ – this requires you to consider the provenance of the source. It will involve you discussing issues such as who wrote it, when and why it was written and whether the tone or language suggests it might be exaggerated.


The second Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:


(b) Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.


For example:


Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Churchill was out of office in the 1930s mainly because of his views about India. [20]


This type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’. This requires you to explain how events at the time the sources were written might have influenced the author’s views. You will also have to consider the provenance of the sources and apply your own knowledge to the sources to test their reliability as evidence when assessing how far they support the view given in the statement.


A Level Section A questions on the Enquiry


Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for A Level:


Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.


For example:


Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Churchill offered unrealistic criticisms of foreign and defence policies in the 1930s. [30]


As with the second question for AS, this type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’ (see above for guidance on this).


Section B questions on the Period Study


For AS and A Level Section B questions on the Period Studies the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of Period Study chapters. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.






	Command term

	Description

	Example in the book






	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important.

	page 109







	To what extent

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.

	page 165







	How far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.

	page 166







	How successful

	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success.

	page 140









Answering the questions


Both the AS and A Level examination are one and a half hours in length. Section A carries slightly more marks than Section B and therefore, particularly as you will need time to read the sources, it would sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 109–10.


The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses. Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.


What will the examination paper look like?


The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is Y143 and for the A Level Y113. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.


3 About this book


At the start of the Period Study and the Enquiry covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.


Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.


Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.


Key questions


The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.


Key terms


The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used and defined in the glossary on page 200.


Sources


As the Enquiry Topics are source-led those chapters will contain a significant number of sources, often with questions to enable you to develop and practise the skills you will need for the examination. There will also be other visual sources within the book.



Activities


In both the Period Study and Enquiry chapters there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. In the Period Study chapters they will focus on developing analytical skills and making judgements, whereas in the Enquiry chapters they will focus on understanding and evaluating sources.


AS Level


There are some elements of the AS examination in Unit 1 that are different from the A Level, particularly in the Enquiries where two questions are set and there are fewer sources used. The types of question for AS Level are identified by an icon and the skills needed for these questions are explained in AS textboxes which appear throughout Chapters 1–3.


Historical debates


As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter of the Period Study units has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 1, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is further tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.


Summary of the chapter


At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered which will help with revision.


Study Skills


Each chapter has a Study Skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the Period Studies and Enquiries examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.


Revise, reflect, review


At the end of each study topic there is a section which helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.
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Gateway into Churchill, 1929–51
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Churchill’s career before 1929




•  He was from an aristocratic family. His grandfather was the Duke of Marlborough. His father, Lord Randolph Churchill, was a leading Conservative politician.


•  He had been a professional soldier serving in India and the Sudan before entering politics as a Conservative MP in 1900, though he joined the Liberals in 1904.


•  He rose rapidly and quickly became a minister in 1905. He was in the cabinet by 1908 as president of the board of trade, and then home secretary and first lord of the Admiralty.


•  He played a leading role in introducing social reforms before 1914 and then was influential in the First World War before a failed attack on Turkey in 1915 led to his resignation.


•  After a brief spell in the army in France, he was back in government in 1917 as minister for munitions.


•  He served in Lloyd George’s coalition government from 1918 to 1922 and then re-joined the Conservatives and was chancellor of the exchequer 1924–29.
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A controversial figure




•  Many Conservatives saw him as someone who had betrayed his party by joining the Liberals.


•  His support for the use of troops against striking miners in south Wales in 1910 made him unpopular with many in the Labour movement.


•  His support for the poorly planned attack on Constantinople in the Gallipoli Landings in 1915 made him widely distrusted.


•  He was seen as an extreme opponent of communism because of his support for a war against the new communist regime in Russia after 1917.


•  His decision to return Britain to the Gold Standard in 1925 was criticised by many economic experts as it made exports dearer.


•  He was seen as an extreme opponent of trade unions because of his opposition to the General Strike in 1926.
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Churchill’s political ideas




•  He had supported social reforms and believed government had a duty to help the poor.


•  He opposed any threat to Britain including rebellion in Ireland, both from the Protestants in Ulster before 1914 who opposed Home Rule and from the Irish who wanted independence.


•  He was a strong believer in the British Empire and was determined to defend it.


•  He supported the First World War, first by wanting to knock out Turkey by a daring attack; then by building up British arms production as minister of munitions 1917–18. He even served on the western front in person in 1916.


•  He bitterly opposed communism, especially after the killing of the Russian Tsar in 1918 and urged Britain, France and the US to send forces against the Russian Revolution.


•  He opposed any threat to the monarchy or to the British constitution, urging a very strong line against the 1926 General Strike because he thought it tried to use union power in a political way.
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Winston Churchill
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Churchill’s personality




•  He was outspoken, outwardly self-confident and often controversial.


•  He was very ambitious and enjoyed being in control.


•  He was admired for his writings and for his speeches.


•  He loved the House of Commons and relished debates.


•  He had a gift for encouraging strong friendships, but also had bitter enemies.


•  He had a wide variety of interests and enthusiasms.
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Gateway into Britain, 1929


The world of 1929 was very different from the one Churchill knew as a young man and many thought that he had not come to terms with it, a theme which will be considered in this chapter.
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The British Empire




•  Britain was the head of an empire of 240 million people.


•  The Empire was very important and many British people lived and worked in it either in administration, education or in farming, business or church activities.


•  Some areas were self-governing: Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa.


•  India had limited self-government only.


•  Britain’s African possessions and its other colonies in Asia were ruled directly.


•  Britain also controlled the Suez Canal and dominated Egypt.


•  The Empire had helped Britain to win the First World War, but was very costly and difficult to defend.
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Political life




•  The two main parties were Conservative and Labour. The Liberals, who had been the major party of change before 1914; had declined to the third party.


•  Labour was a relatively new party, representing working people, and had increased its support during and after the First World War to become a national party. It did not form a government until 1924, which lasted under a year, but it did win the election of 1929.


•  The Conservatives had lost the 1906 election badly and were out of power until they joined a wartime coalition with Labour and the Liberals in 1915. They were the major party in the continuing coalition from 1916 to 1922 under the Liberal, Lloyd George, but ended the coalition agreement in 1922. They were in power 1922–23 and 1924–29.


•  The Liberals had been the great party of reform since 1859 and introduced many important changes, including the beginnings of the modern welfare state. However, the party split during the First World War and were overtaken by Labour. They did not hold office in their own right after 1915.
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Society




•  Britain had been deeply affected by the loss of over 750,000 men in the First World War. There was a loss of faith in old values of patriotism and a deep reluctance to go to war again.


•  There was a rise in the relative wealth and influence of the middle classes as the suburbs grew and the importance of banking and financial services to the economy began to outstrip that of industry.


•  The war had confirmed social change with regard to the role of women who had the vote on equal terms with men after 1928 and had much more freedom of movement, dress and way of life than had been true in the previous century.


•  The rise of radio, cinema, the popular press, the telephone and the use of motor transport increased awareness of the wider world and improved communications.
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Britain in 1929


[image: ]




The economy




•  Britain had been a great industrial power in the nineteenth century with textiles, iron and steel, engineering, coal and chemical industries leading the world.


•  However, by 1929 its older industries were in decline. There was much less demand for its heavy industry products.


•  Unemployment had not fallen below a million in the 1920s and trade had been hindered by the high price of the pound after the return to gold.


•  In October 1929 the collapse of the US stock market saw the beginning of the Wall Street Crash and a long period of world economic depression which lasted into the 1930s.








[image: ]





Chapter 1 Churchill’s view of events, 1929–40
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This chapter deals with the period that Churchill spent out of government from 1929 to 1940, his return to the cabinet in 1939 and his appointment as prime minister in 1940. It considers why he was in ‘the political wilderness’ for so long and whether this should be seen as his own fault. The major areas of disagreement he had with the Conservative-dominated National Governments were over India, rearmament, the abdication and foreign policy. The reasons for these quarrels are analysed. The chapter also examines how realistic his views were about these issues. The main issues of the period 1929–40 to be considered are:





•  Why was Churchill out of office for so long, 1929–39?



•  What were Churchill’s views on India?



•  What were Churchill’s views on the abdication of Edward VIII?



•  What were Churchill’s views on rearmament and appeasement?



•  Why did Churchill become prime minister in 1940?





The skills needed in answering questions about Churchill are those of using, analysing and assessing historical sources. This chapter introduces the key skill of interpreting sources – that is, understanding their relevance to a historical issue. It also discusses how to assess the value of sources in relation to their provenance. The nature of the evidence and the context in which it was produced is considered in order to assess how far it can be used to confirm an historical view.
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Timeline






	1929

	May

	Labour is the largest party after the general election. Churchill goes into opposition






	1930

	November

	The first of three Round Table Conferences on India. Churchill opposes concessions






	1931

	August

	National Government formed under Ramsay MacDonald. Churchill is not included






	1933

	January

	Hitler comes to power






	1935

	March

	Germany reintroduces conscription






	 

	June

	Baldwin becomes prime minister. Anglo-German Naval treaty






	 

	August

	The Government of India Act






	1936

	March

	Germany remilitarises the Rhineland






	 

	 

	Abdication crisis






	1937

	May

	Neville Chamberlain becomes prime minister






	1938

	March

	Germany annexes Austria






	 

	September

	Crisis over Czechoslovakia






	 

	 

	Munich Agreement






	 

	October

	Munich debate in the House of Commons






	1939

	March

	Germany invades Bohemia and Moravia (Czechoslovakia)






	 

	September

	Britain declares war on Germany and Churchill re-enters government as first lord of the admiralty






	1940

	April

	Norway campaign






	 

	May

	German forces invade Low Countries






	 

	 

	Churchill becomes prime minister
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Overview


The 1929 general election led to Labour forming a government. Winston Churchill, who had been the Conservative chancellor of the exchequer since 1924, left office. He was not in government again until September 1939, even though he was one of the most experienced and best known political figures of his day. He had been a major figure in governments, both Liberal and Conservative, since 1905 and was to go on to be prime minister from 1940 to 1945 and 1951–55.


The 1930s were an unusual period in his life. They were also an unusual period for Britain. In 1929 the country began to experience the worst economic depression in its history as a result of the Wall Street Crash, a major economic collapse in the USA, which spread to most countries of the world. Politically this led to the creation of a coalition government in 1931 made up of Labour, Liberal and predominantly Conservative political leaders and called the National Government. The economic crisis also brought Hitler and the Nazis to power in Germany. Hitler’s policy of rearming Germany and overthrowing the peace treaty of Versailles led to a dangerous period of instability in Europe, which culminated in the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939.


As well as concerns over economic problems and the possible threat from Germany, Britain faced problems in its empire. There had been considerable unrest in India and the rise of opposition to British rule. A campaign of non-violent protest led by Gandhi had disrupted India and British leaders faced the task of making enough concessions to reduce protests while not losing control of the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the empire. The role of the crown as the head of the empire was thought to be highly important, so a crisis involving the new king, Edward VIII, caused considerable concern. Unable to marry the woman he loved because his intended wife, Mrs Simpson, was a divorced woman, he abdicated in 1936.


There was a great deal of general political agreement about the need to avoid war, the need to reform India, the need to maintain respect for the monarchy and the need to focus on helping economic recovery. In contrast, Churchill found himself isolated politically. His ideas were highly controversial and unpopular:





•  He advocated rearming rapidly, whatever the cost, and taking action to prevent German expansion at a time when public opinion was against war and money was short.



•  At a time when most people favoured reform, he opposed any weakening of British control in India by giving concessions to Indian opinion.



•  He supported Edward VIII even when public opinion was against him.



•  His political style and ideas were thought to be old fashioned and out of touch with the realities of dealing with the depression.





However, when war in 1939 came, his experience and determination were more valued and, in May 1940, he became prime minister.
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Why was Churchill out of office for so long, 1929–39?


The 1930s were a threatening period for Britain. Led by a ruthless and extreme dictator, Germany had emerged as a threat to European peace. Japan was intent on creating a new empire in the Far East and was threatening China. Italy was ruled by an expansionist dictator. There was civil war in Spain and the Communist regime in Russia was imprisoning and killing large numbers of its own people. Europe and the USA were suffering from the worst economic depression in history.


In this type of dangerous situation, it might have been expected that Churchill would thrive and be needed as a daring and imaginative political leader with massive experience of government. However, this was not the case. He did not hold office again until 1939. He was in conflict with the bulk of his own party and its leaders. He took up a series of unpopular causes and spoke about them in an increasingly reckless way. He became a more isolated figure in British political life, relying on a group of loyal advisers who were seen as outsiders and eccentrics. In the age of radio and cinema, when more people voted than ever before in British history and politicians no longer addressed great public meetings as the major way of communicating with their audiences, Churchill’s style of speaking came to seem old-fashioned and out of touch. By the mid-1930s, though mentally and physically vigorous, he was in his 60s and seemed to many to be part of a long-gone imperial age, described so vividly in his autobiography My Early Life.


By 1931 the key issues were economic. Foreign investors and markets needed a calm, confident and united government. Even within the Conservative party many saw Churchill as unhelpful in establishing that. In any case, for many people, Churchill was a renegade. They remembered his pre-war speeches attacking Conservative views on the House of Lords and on Ireland. During the First World War his Gallipoli campaign was condemned as reckless. It achieved almost nothing at great human cost. The economists of the 1930s argued that Churchill had made the wrong decision in returning Britain to the gold standard when he was chancellor of the exchequer in 1925; indeed, Britain had to leave it in September 1931. When the Conservatives joined with the Labour leader MacDonald and some of the Liberals in 1931 to form a National Government to deal with the perceived national financial and economic crisis, there was no room for Churchill.


The Wall Street Crash affected him personally, wiping out his investments and savings and compelling him to write for a living. He wrote both journalistic pieces and historical studies, including a book on his ancestor Marlborough, in order to maintain his beloved home Chartwell, in Kent.


There were several issues that set him aside from mainstream Conservative thinking:





•  India



    The bulk of political opinion held that negotiating with the Indian nationalists and their high-profile leader Gandhi was necessary and wise. Churchill believed in uncompromising opposition to any move to make India more independent.



•  The abdication of King Edward VIII



    The behaviour of David, Prince of Wales, who became king in 1936 as Edward VIII, did not command the respect of many Conservative politicians and voters. His desire to marry a twice-divorced American woman was widely unpopular, but it was supported by Churchill out of loyalty to the throne.



•  Rearmament



    When public opinion was clearly against war and the economy was weak Churchill urged rearmament and won little support.



•  Concessions to Hitler



    Churchill made it clear that Britain should resist Germany’s expansion. He opposed the appeasement policy of the government which allowed Germany to take over the German-speaking areas of the state of Czechoslovakia in 1938 after threats of war. As the horrors of the First World War were still a vivid memory, the idea of Britain going to war to prevent Germany ruling over German-speakers was unpopular among many British people and politicians.





What were Churchill’s views on India?


Churchill had served in India as a young officer. He took the late-Victorian view that India was ‘the jewel in the crown’ of the whole British Empire and that it had to be protected, no matter what, in order to maintain the empire. He took it for granted that Britain’s greatness was bound up with its imperial status. He also took the view, common among those who had served and worked in India, that British rule alone prevented the domination of the Hindu elites over the large numbers of Indian Muslims. British rule had ensured the end of what he saw as barbaric practices and meant economic and social progress. He thought that it had ensured good government, prevented endemic corruption and protected the weak. He also had a strong belief in the racial superiority of the Anglo-Saxons and in their destiny to rule over and develop lesser peoples.
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Source A Churchill is shown as the ‘lone ex-minister’ obsessed with preventing change in India.
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Cartoon from 1931.
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Source B Churchill gives his views about Indians living in East Africa to the minister responsible for India.


The Indians in East Africa are mainly of a very low class of coolies (labourers) and the idea that they should be put on an equality with the Europeans is revolting to every white man throughout British Africa. Montagu in his reply said that this view ‘might have been written by a European settler of a most fanatical type’.


Conversation with Edward Montagu, 1921.
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Activity





1  How do Sources A and B show that Churchill was seen as an old-fashioned figure?



2  In what ways could they help to explain why he was out of office in the 1930s?



3  Using your knowledge of the situation in India and British policy towards it, how useful is Source B in explaining why Churchill was thought to be extreme. [image: ]
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British rule in India


British rule in India was coming under increasing pressure in the 1920s and 30s from an Indian population who wanted self-governance and representation. This pressure came from both the educated elite and increasingly from the mass populace led by Mohandas ‘Mahatma’ Gandhi. Dressing like a poor peasant, he developed satyagraha, literally ‘holding onto truth’. This led him to the pursuit of freedom by non-violent protest. Britain responded to the unrest which these protesters caused with a mixture of repression and reform. The Rowlatt Acts of 1919 increased police powers by allowing imprisonment without trial but the 1919 Montagu–Chelmsford measures gave locally elected councils a measure of control over some internal matters. In April 1919 Gandhi led a mass campaign against the Rowlatt Acts and troops fired on a protesting crowd at Amritsar, killing 400 and wounding 1200. This brutality gave Indian nationalism huge numbers of new supporters.


There followed a mass civil disobedience campaign. In the late 1920s the British government faced calls for independence, and in 1930 Gandhi led a mass march to the sea to protest about the salt tax by gathering natural sea salt. Numerous arrests followed, including Gandhi, who was released from jail to attend conferences in London in 1930 and 1931 to get agreement on ending the conflict. However, these had limited success and he was arrested on his return. Nevertheless, in 1933 Britain announced its intentions of allowing India greater self-government. This paved the way for the Government of India Act of 1935, which took effect in 1937. The electorate expanded to 35 million (out of a population of 338 million) and there were elected legislatures set up to deal with local affairs.
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Mohandas Gandhi, 1869–1948


Gandhi was a London-trained barrister who worked in South Africa between 1893 and 1914 and improved the rights of Indians there. He became a leading figure in protesting about British rule by non-violent means. Though he resigned from the nationalist Congress Party in 1934 he remained a major influence. He contributed much to Indian independence in 1947. He was assassinated in 1948.
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Churchill’s reaction to the independence movement


Churchill was bitterly opposed to the movement for greater independence for India, which gathered pace after 1918. More hard-headed analysts looked at the increasing costs of maintaining the status quo; the existence of Indian educated elites; and the changes in public and international opinion. Before 1918 only one person in seven was entitled to vote in Britain; British women and many male workers had little more say in the democratic progress than Indians. However, after 1918 Britain had become more democratic. Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa had been utterly loyal to Britain during the First World War despite enjoying self-government within the Empire. To oppose any change in India did not seem to be motivated by anything except prejudice. More self-government, carefully guided, did not seem a danger, and it was essential to separate moderate Indians from the more radical movement led by Gandhi. Churchill saw it as his duty to launch a personal crusade to defend Britain’s interests as he saw them and he found himself allied with the most reactionary elements in Britain.
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Source C Churchill, speaking to the India Empire Society. This Society was supported by many ex-officers and was strongly opposed to any change in India.


No agreement reached at the round table conference will be binding. The British nation has no intention whatever of relinquishing effectual control of Indian life and progress. The bold experiment of the Montagu reforms and Lord Irwin’s efforts at compromise have failed. It is time for Parliament to reclaim its right to restrict Indian constitutional liberties. Gandhi-ism and all it stands for will have to be grappled with and crushed. It is no use trying to satisfy a tiger by feeding it cat’s meat.


Speech by Churchill, December 1930.
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Source D Churchill speaks to the West Essex Conservative Association about India.


It is alarming and even nauseating to see Mr Gandhi, a seditious [treasonous] Middle Temple lawyer now posing as a fakir [holy man] of a type well-known in the East, striding half naked up the steps of the Viceroy’s palace, while he is organising and conducting a campaign of civil disobedience, to negotiate on equal terms with the representative of the King-Emperor [King George V]. Such a spectacle can only increase the unrest in India and the danger to which white people there are exposed.


Speech by Churchill, February 1931.
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Activity


Read Sources C and D and answer these questions:





1  What do they show us about what Churchill thought of Gandhi and his campaign? (Think of the implications of the comparison with a tiger!)



2  Do the extracts contain similar views about Churchill’s attitudes and personality?



3  Who was Churchill talking to and would that have affected his language?



4  What was happening to affect how Churchill thought and spoke about India?



5  Does the information in this chapter help you to see these statements as typical of Churchill, or not?
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Churchill’s increasingly extreme public statements and his support of eccentric and racist organisations that were opposed to negotiations and change isolated him from the more moderate Conservatives. Stanley Baldwin, the Conservative leader, undermined Churchill’s position through calm and moderate speeches and by mocking references to Churchill’s views.


In 1934 Churchill was bitter in his attacks on government ministers over India reform proposals. Even his former supporter Leo Amery MP said that it was Churchill’s ‘unique achievement to stir up a hornets’ nest where there were no hornets’. In aiming to make Sir Samuel Hoare, the Secretary for India, resign he threatened to shatter the Conservative party. This won him only ridicule from Conservative MPs and the deep distrust of the Conservative leadership.


Yet when the Government of India Act was finally passed, Churchill stopped agitating and even invited a close friend and political supporter of Gandhi to lunch, saying he wished India well: ‘India, I fear, is a burden to us. If India could look after herself, we would be delighted. Make the reforms a success!’ (Arthur Herman, Churchill and Gandhi, 2009, page 401.)
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To consider


How important was Churchill’s stance on India in contributing to the decision not to include him in the National Government in September 1931?
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What were Churchill’s views on the abdication of Edward VIII?


Despite the crises that Britain had faced since 1910 both at home and abroad – war, social unrest, discontent in the Empire and economic problems – the monarchy had been a stable element in British life. George V, who reigned from 1910 to 1936, was in many ways the first of the modern monarchs. His respectable lifestyle, in contrast to the mistresses and visits to Parisian houses of ill-repute of his father, was in accord with the desire for respectability of middle-class Britain. George V had been a solid supporter of the war effort. His bearing was dignified and suitably naval. He broadcast directly to the nation, but both he and Queen Mary kept an appropriate degree of reserve and aloofness. David, his eldest son, has been seen as neurotic and unstable. He had a reputation as a playboy and, despite doing his duty by serving in the armed forces during the First World War and by carrying out imperial tours and official openings, his private life was less respectable. He had a predilection for older women, regardless of whether they were already married, and for parties more typical of the ‘roaring twenties’ than the more staid formal gatherings of his parents. He also had a tendency to make off-the-cuff remarks which could be seen as political interference. Some believed that he was an admirer of Nazi Germany.


However, there had been erratic heirs in the past who had knuckled down to do their royal duties. The main problem was his attachment to Wallis Simpson, an American woman who had previously been divorced before marrying Mr Simpson, who may have encouraged her liaison with the Prince. Whether Wallis was an adventuress or was driven by the Prince of Wales’s rather obsessive devotion into actions which went beyond her control is debated. However, following her second divorce, David, now King Edward VIII, was determined to marry her. This raised a considerable constitutional issue. The King was officially the head of the Church of England and as such committed to defending its values, which included opposition to divorce. In November 1936, Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin told the King that public opinion would not accept Wallis Simpson as Queen. Edward proposed a morganatic marriage in which she would merely be Consort, not Queen. However, this would have required parliament’s approval both in Britain and in the self-governing dominions. The cabinet did not give its approval. If the King married Wallis, then it would have meant the resignation of the government and the possible break-away of the dominions. Thus there were very serious constitutional and imperial issues at stake at a time of dangers from abroad and continuing economic difficulties.
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The world of 1929 was very different from the one Churchill knew as a young
man and many thought that he had not come to terms with it, a theme which

will be considered in this chapter.

The British Empire

® Britain was the head of an empire of 240
million people.

® The Empire was very important and many
British people lived and worked in it either
in administration, education or in farming,
business or church activities.

® Some areas were self-governing: Australia,
New Zealand, Canada and South Africa.

® India had limited self-government only.

® Britain's African possessions and its other
colonies in Asia were ruled directly.

® Britain also controlled the Suez Canal and
dominated Egypt.

® The Empire had helped Britain to win the
First World War, but was very costly and
difficult to defend.

Society

@ Britain had been deeply affected by the
loss of over 750,000 men in the First
World War. There was a loss of faith in old
values of patriotism and a deep reluctance
to go to war again.

® There was a rise in the relative wealth
and influence of the middle classes as
the suburbs grew and the importance
of banking and financial services to
the economy began to outstrip that of
industry.

® The war had confirmed social change with
regard to the role of women who had
the vote on equal terms with men after
1928 and had much more freedom of
movement, dress and way of life than had
been true in the previous century.

® The rise of radio, cinema, the popular
press, the telephone and the use of
motor transport increased awareness
of the wider world and improved
communications.

Britain
in 1929

Political life

® The two main parties were Conservative and Labour. The
Liberals, who had been the major party of change before
1914; had declined to the third party.

® Labour was a relatively new party, representing working
people, and had increased its support during and after the
First World War to become a national party. It did not
form a government until 1924, which lasted under a year,
but it did win the election of 1929.

® The Conservatives had lost the 1906 election badly and
were out of power until they joined a wartime coalition
with Labour and the Liberals in 1915. They were the
major party in the continuing coalition from 1916 to 1922
under the Liberal, Lloyd George, but ended the coalition
agreement in 1922. They were in power 1922-23 and
1924-29.

® The Liberals had been the great party of reform since
1859 and introduced many important changes, including
the beginnings of the modern welfare state. However, the
party split during the First World War and were overtaken
by Labour. They did not hold office in their own right
after 1915.

The economy

® Britain had been a great industrial power in the
nineteenth century with textiles, iron and steel,
engineering, coal and chemical industries leading
theworld.

® However, by 1929 its older industries were in
decline. There was much less demand for its
heavy industry products.

® Unemployment had not fallen below a million in
the 19205 and trade had been hindered by the
high price of the pound after the return to gold.

® In October 1929 the collapse of the US stock
market saw the beginning of the Wall Street Crash
and a long period of world economic depression
which lasted into the 1930s.
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Churchill’s career before 1929

@ He was from an aristocratic family. His grandfather was
the Duke of Marlborough. His father, Lord Randolph
Churchill, was a leading Conservative politician.

@ He had been a professional soldier serving in India and the
Sudan before entering politics as a Conservative MP in
1900, though he joined the Liberals in 1904.

@ He rose rapidly and quickly became a minister in 1905.
He was in the cabinet by 1908 as president of the board
of trade, and then home secretary and first lord of the
Admiralty.

@ He played a leading role in introducing social reforms
before 1914 and then was influential in the First World
War before a failed attack on Turkey in 1915 led to his
resignation.

@ After a brief spellin the army in France, he was back in
government in 1917 as minister for munitions.

@ He served in Lloyd George's coalition government from
1918 to 1922 and then re-joined the Conservatives and
was chancellor of the exchequer 1924-29.

Churchill’s political ideas

@ He had supported social reforms and believed
government had a duty to help the poor.

® He opposed any threat to Britain including
rebellion in Ireland, both from the Protestants in
Ulster before 1914 who opposed Home Rule and
from the Irish who wanted independence.

@ He was a strong believer in the British Empire and
was determined to defend it.

@ He supported the First World War, first by
wanting to knock out Turkey by a daring attack;
then by building up British arms production as
minister of munitions 1917-18. He even served
on the western front in person in 1916.

@ He bitterly opposed communism, especially after
the killing of the Russian Tsar in 1918 and urged
Britain, France and the US to send forces against
the Russian Revolution.

® He opposed any threat to the monarchy or to
the British constitution, urging a very strong line
against the 1926 General Strike because he thought
it tried to use union power in a political way.

A controversial figure

@ Many Conservatives saw him as someone who had
betrayed his party by joining the Liberals.

® His support for the use of troops against striking miners
in south Wales in 1910 made him unpopular with many in
the Labour movement.

@ His support for the poorly planned attack on
Constantinople in the Gallipoli Landings in 1915 made
him widely distrusted.

@ He was seen as an extreme opponent of communism
because of his support for a war against the new
communist regime in Russia after 1917.

® His decision to return Britain to the Gold Standard in
1925 was criticised by many economic experts as it made
exports dearer.

® He was seen as an extreme opponent of trade unions
because of his opposition to the General Strike in 1926.

Winston
Churchill

Churchill's personality

® Hewas outspoken, outwardly self-
confident and often controversial.

® Hewasvery ambitious and enjoyed
being in control.

® Hewas admired for his writings and for
his speeches.

® He loved the House of Commons and
relished debates.

® He had a gift for encouraging strong
friendships, but also had bitter enemies.

® He had awide variety of interests and
enthusiasms.
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