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The striker had a clear sight of the goal: chalk lines on a wall of the block of flats. He was about to shoot, when suddenly a hand grabbed his shirt and he was hustled to the ground.
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“Penalty!”

 

It was just a kickabout really. There was no referee. Eventually, it was agreed that it was a penalty — but nobody expected it to be scored. The goalkeeper was something special, the best around. He was tall, athletic and seemed to have springs for feet. He’d spent the summer holidays at the West Ham United Soccer School, and everyone reckoned he would go on to be a top professional.
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Chapter One:

Hooked!
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