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      Pirate Mateys 
and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

      
      Demon Dan: An evil pirate who died on Dragon Island and whose black diamond became stuck between a dragon’s teeth
      

      
      Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
      

      
      Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
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      Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: The Invincible’s bosun, small and fast
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a huge pirate with a ring through his nose
      

      
      Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
      

      
      Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
      

      
      Slicer: The Invincible’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
      

      
      Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a worn-out Indiaman called Nausi VIII

      
      Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s huge first mate
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      Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and stole the magical sabre and scabbard that belonged to Prince
         Alleric.
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      The Missing 
Diamonds

      
      Al Breas and his best friend Owen Seabrook were sailing through the Dragon Blood Islands on The Invincible, with Captain Gunner at the helm. Al peered through the morning mists as Sabre Island came into view. His heart raced at the
         idea of exploring Alleric Castle once again. There were so many secrets in the ruins.
      

      
      ‘We’re gunner drop anchor by mid-morning,’ said Captain Gunner. He glanced down at Al’s waist. ‘Though I must say I’m a bit
         worried about where you hid your sabre and scabbard. You don’t want someone nasty stealing them.’
      

      
      ‘They won’t,’ said Al confidently. ‘They’re somewhere very safe.’

      
      ‘Nothing’s safe around here,’ said Gunner. ‘It might be better if you gave them to me. Perhaps you should tell me where they
         are.’
      

      
      Al shook his head. ‘Sorry, Gunner, but I can’t tell you. I don’t think the scabbard’s safe to wear, which is why I’ve hidden
         it. Even though we’ve found one of the missing black diamonds, we have to find all four before the scabbard will work properly
         and make its wearer invincible. One black diamond on its own is a terrible thing. It makes its owner nasty and deathless.’
      

      
      Years earlier, an evil pirate named Vicious Victor had stolen the Scabbard of Invincibility from its owner, Prince Alleric,
         and, not realising the immense powers of its black dragon diamonds, had ripped them from the scabbard and given them to four
         of his pirate friends. Al and Owen had since found the scabbard, as well as the Dragon Blood Sabre, but were now trying to
         restore their powers by locating the missing black diamonds.
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