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Introduction


‘There are only two types of speakers in the world – 1. The nervous and 2. Liars.’


Mark Twain


The happy couple’s wedding day is without doubt one of the biggest days in their lives, and a key component is the speech everyone looks forward to the most – the best man’s speech. So, like it or not, the pressure’s on.


To enjoy the day to the full, and be able to concentrate on supporting the groom, you will need to be completely confident in your ability to give an entertaining and memorable speech when the time comes. Unfortunately, many best men find that the looming dread of having to stand up in front of the assembled audience of family and friends to give their speech completely overshadows the day.


 Like many best men before you, you are bound to be feeling the pressure of having to get your speech just right. At a time when you should be enjoying the wonderful occasion to the full, worrying about giving your speech means you could miss out on the excitement of the build-up, the ceremony and the wedding breakfast.


Shouldn’t you be able to enjoy giving your speech rather than just trying to get through it with your dignity intact and your lunch still in your stomach? What if it was something you actually looked forward to doing?


By preparing thoroughly – fully understanding what’s involved and how you are likely to feel on the day, writing your speech carefully and perfecting its delivery, learning how to control your nerves (and even use them to your advantage) and getting your audience relaxed and on your side – you can turn giving your speech from something you endure into something you relish, a highlight of your day and a cherished memory for the happy couple.


This book shows you how.




1 Getting started early
 

Be prepared!


It may seem that the wedding is a long way off and that you have plenty of time, but don’t be tempted into putting off preparing your speech. It will be remembered for a long time to come, especially by the bride and groom.


This is why it’s worth putting in the effort to make it really good. Leaving it to the last minute or, worse still, just ‘winging it’ on the day is a recipe for disaster.
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•  Don’t be tempted to put your feet up – the wedding will come round a lot faster than you think!


This chapter will help you get organized, and it tells you what you need to consider before you start writing your speech. It covers:


[image: image]    the initial preparations you need to make


[image: image]    your role on the day


[image: image]    consulting and reassuring the bride and groom on the tone and content of your speech


[image: image]    how to do research


[image: image]    the first six things to do right now


[image: image]    when you will need to give your speech


[image: image]    the people you will have to thank and toast.


Don’t put off preparing your speech
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Initial preparations


When it comes to your wedding speech, there is no such thing as being over-prepared. Getting yourself organized early is important because it will help to:
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