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      [image: Screen shot 2010-11-08 at 13.57.31.png]Ilex Press, the publishers of this book, have created an iPhone App to provide tips for photographers out in the field, whether you’ve got internet reception or not. The IlexPhoto Tool includes a unique mix of useful information and handy calculators so you can find out anything from how to get the best results in low light to what depth of field you’ll get at a given focal length and aperture.
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      This part of the tool allows you to get creative shooting advice for all the situations you’re likely to encounter. Rather than shoot using the automatic mode, the quick and easy to understand advice in each of these pages will allow you to make a creative leap forward.
    


    Depth of Field Calculator [image: mzl_bptijbao100.png]



    
      By simply sliding the dials and entering in your camera settings, your phone will quickly tell you exactly what range will be in focus. It beats looking!
    


    
      And more...
    


    
      The App also includes a Reciprocity simulator to allow you to understand how a camera works and to calculate EV values, a full glossary, and
    


    
       
    


    
      To learn more, and download today, visit the IlexPhoto Tool page on the iTunes Store.
    


    
      

    


    
      

    

  


  
    
      Introduction
    


    
      For many, photography is considered a science. After all, there are precise ways of doing things. One must consider the measurement of exposure, light, ƒ-stops, and aperture. There are numbers involved and settings to understand. Learning to use a camera properly takes effort, commitment, tenacity, and trial and error. It can take time and planning to create great photographs.
    


    
      Photography is also a way of documenting events, whether they are celebratory, poignant, excruciating, or exciting. As recording devices go, there is no better tool than a camera. A single click, planned or unplanned, distills a moment in history, a fragment of time memorialized forever. When using a camera in this way, the photographer relies first on intuition and second on intellectual knowledge; knowing when to snap the shutter is usually an instinct, not a reasoned decision.
    


    
      Finally, photography is an art form in and of itself. Photographers use their cameras the same way painters use brushes—to create pictures rich with color, texture, and emotion. Or the way a poet uses words, narrating his or her heart and soul through the fluidity of language. In the photographer’s case, this language is visual. Using a camera is an ideal means of self-expression above and beyond simple science or documentary.
    


    
      I have experienced photography as all of these things—a perfect triad of intelligence, intuition, and inspiration. It’s no surprise that all three were catalysts in the birth of Shutter Sisters. As a photographer and a woman, I longed for a community of other women like myself, equally passionate about the medium. Equipment and experience aside, I wanted to create a web home where women could celebrate their work by sharing it. And not just the sharing of images, but of stories, experiences, perspectives, ideas, and techniques, all based on the pure love of photography.
    


    
      This book is an extension of the Shutter Sisters’ blog (www.shuttersisters.com). I want it to be a warm and inviting place for you to pore over images, hear stories, and learn more about the whys and hows of shooting photography from the heart. You will be led through these chapters, each with its specific theme, by the unique voices and insights of the founding contributors of the Shutter Sisters’ blog. Our goal is for you to walk away feeling inspired to not only look at things a little differently, but also to challenge yourself to approach your subjects through a more compassionate lens.
    


    
      It’s a powerful thing to use our viewfinders to picture the world around us. Photography provides us with the perfect way to express ourselves—as daughters, as mothers, as women, as artists. With each image, no matter the subject at hand, we illuminate what matters most to us, and that is not only inspiring, it’s transformative.
    


    
      Click!
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      What Matters Most, by Tracey
    


    
      “Photography is a way of feeling, of touching, of loving. What you have caught on film is captured forever… it remembers the little things, long after you have forgotten everything.”—Aaron Siskind
    


    
      The shutter sisters are . . .
    


    
      Tracey Clark (www.traceyclark.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-traceyclark_opt.png]Shutter Sisters’ founder Tracey Clark manages to keep herself in constant creative motion. Beyond a career in photography, a personal blog at traceyclark.com, two published motherhood journals and Shutter Sisters, Tracey also writes for a variety of publications and websites, and shares her passion, know-how and photo-philosophies at conferences and events nationwide. Tracey and her husband raise their two beautiful and brilliant daughters together in sunny Southern California where they spend much of their spare time splashing amidst the swells and building sandcastles.
    


    
      Andrea Scher (www.superherojournal.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-andrea camera_opt.png]Andrea Scher is a creative entrepreneur, photographer, and life coach living in Berkeley, California. Through her award-winning blog, Superhero Journal, Andrea inspires other creative souls to live authentic, colorful and extraordinary lives. Her most recent adventure is as co-founder of www.mondobeyondo.org, a successful online class about dreaming big.
    


    
      Kate Inglis (www.sweetsalty.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-portrait_KateIn_opt.png]Kate Inglis lives on the edge of a meat-grinder sea on the far eastern coastline of Nova Scotia, Canada, where she was born. An author first and foremost, she nurtures her photographic skills by trial and error. Kate writes at sweet | salty, where she has chronicled a journey of motherhood that’s been equal parts joy, blessings, and unexpected bumps. Her first novel, The Dread Crew: Pirates of the Backwood, was released in the fall of 2009. Kate enjoys power outages, woodsmoke, the flotsam you find on the beach after a hurricane, and the novelty of living in the saltiest place on earth.
    


    
      Sarah-Ji (www.sarah-ji.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-Sarah-Ji_opt.png]Sarah-Ji is a photographer who uses her camera to document the story of her life and those around her. The images she captures reflect her unabashed nostalgia and hunger for narrative. She lives in Chicago with her home-brewing husband, Ted, and sparkly shoes-loving daughter, Cadence. When she’s not looking through a viewfinder, Sarah loves making mix CDs and daydreaming about living on a farm with her friends. She blogs at sarah-ji.com.
    


    
      Maile Wilson (www.relishportraitstudio.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-maile_opt.png]Maile Wilson has been a professional photographer for 15 years. Originally from Maui and California, she now resides in San Antonio, Texas with her husband and three children. She specializes in family portraits, has photographed celebrities such as Brooke Burke, Eva Longoria Parker, and Tony Parker, and is increasingly commissioned by clients around the world. She recently launched a new line of fashionable camera bags for women at epiphaniebags.com.
    


    
      Irene Nam (www.irenenam.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-irene cc_opt.png]Irene Nam is a writer and photographer whose images and words have been featured on various print and online publications including Life Images, Artful Blogging (Stampington & Company), AOL’s ParentDish, and Small Magazine. She ives with her family in Paris, France where she plays Monopoly with her two sons, carries a backpack full of Polaroid film, and collaborates on projects that help children and communities in need around the world.
    


    
      Stephanie C. Roberts (www.littlepurplecowphotography.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-StephanieCRober_opt.png]Stephanie C. Roberts is a documentary photographer and the creator of LittlePurpleCow Productions, a digital media production firm based in Atlanta, Georgia where she crafts multimedia stories for business and non-profit organizations. In 2009 Stephanie and Jen Lemen won the Name Your Dream Assignment photography competition sponsored by Microsoft and Lenovo, sending the Shutter Sisters on a journey to “Picture Hope” around the world. Stephanie lives with her family on a cattle farm where she journals in the form of iPhoneography and avoids ironing.
    


    
      Paige Balcer (www.paigebphotography.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-PaigeBalcer_opt.png]Paige Balcer is a graphic designer turned professional photographer living in Omaha, Nebraska. She started Paige B. Photography in the winter of 2008 and is enjoying the adventure of being self-employed. Paige and her husband, John, enjoy frequent road trips to visit friends in Chicago, where they lived together before moving to Omaha. Paige loves dark chocolate, argyle socks, Paper Source, and any good book. She can often be found taking pictures of her cat Roxy, a common subject on her blog and at Shutter Sisters.
    


    
      Karen Walrond (www.chookooloonks.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-karen blue smil_opt.png]A former attorney, Karen Walrond is a writer, photographer, and the creative mind behind the award-winning blog Chookooloonks, a site that helps readers see that their ordinary lives are, in fact, extraordinary. Her fine-art images and photography projects have been included in exhibits around the country. A seasoned speaker, she has appeared on both local and national radio, and television shows, including an appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show.
    


    
      Jen Lemen (www.jenlemen.com)
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-jenlemen_opt.png]Jen Lemen is a writer and photographer living outside Washington, DC. Jen is the co-founder of www.mondobeyondo.org, a successful online class about dreaming big. When Jen isn’t in her studio cooking up images and short films for her new venture, Hopeful World, you can find her in the fields of Rwanda, taking photographs of the family and friends who gave her love when she needed it most.
    


    
      

    

  


  
    
      Chapter One
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      Horizons
    


    
      Tracey Clark
    


    
       
    


    
      “There is something bigger than fact: the underlying spirit, all it stands for, the mood, the vastness, the wildness.”—Emily Carr
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-traceyclark_opt.png]I’ve always loved airplane travel. the anticipation of being transported from one place to the next—so many miles in so little time—is electric, the energy palpable. For most of my life I have been an excited and willing traveler, flying to vacations, to work, to weddings, to friends and family, to excitement, to adventure. Although jetsetting with my family is my favorite kind of travel, there is also something uplifting about flying solo.
    


    
      Having the opportunity to be whisked away, out of my normal life and into a swirl of newness, challenges, and the unknown, is exhilarating. As for the trip itself, whether I’m coming or going is of no importance. Each leg of the journey holds something unique, something to focus on or something to look forward to. And although I am usually fairly eager to reach my destination, I strive to enjoy the actual travel itself and all that soaring above the clouds has to offer.
    


    
      On a recent trip from New York to Los Angeles, I found myself easing into the idea of a long, lazy flight home. I chose to stow my laptop, hold my camera in my lap (just in case), and gaze out the window, resting and reflecting. With no expectations or agenda, I watched as the world went by and I periodically snapped pictures of the mysterious and multifaceted skyscapes from my window seat. I let the view play tricks on me as I hovered over stormy seas, looked down on a patchwork quilt of colors and textures, and sometimes felt lost in space. Hours passed and I drifted in and out of a sleepy daze. As the clouds continued to shape-shift, the sun became a subtle yet deliberate stage light, illuminating the sky as our plane floated above the last miraculous act of evening. I watched unblinking, transfixed as the last light of day sparkled and then disappeared at a final curtain call.
    


    
      Entertained, enlightened, and inspired, I marveled at how grateful I felt to bear witness to this extraordinary act of mother nature. How could it be that such a wide-open sky could bring me such peace? How could the mystery of my surroundings, as I literally dangled in mid-air, leave me feeling so certain and secure?
    


    
      There is an intangible quality that comes with expansive space and breathing room. A view itself is not emotional on its own—it’s our mind’s eye that translates a landscape into something that can stir our soul. When my heart wanders amidst an image of an impossibly endless horizon—be it of mountains, seas, or skies—I can’t help but believe that anything is possible.
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      Introduction
    


    
      The desire to capture breathtaking images of our horizons is universal. We take pictures of landscapes on our vacations, of famous landmarks, on outings and excursions, of our own neighborhoods and sunset after beautiful sunset. We shoot to document where we are, what we see, how it makes us feel; it’s a way to recall all of these things at some later date when the scenery and our surroundings have changed. And capturing the perfect horizon can be the most inspirational of all photography—as we focus our eye on a seemingly never-ending sky or sea, we look towards the future and all that possibly awaits us there.
    


    
      Even the most simple point-and-shoot cameras offer basic settings that help the photographer capture specific desired shots. But although camera modes can be useful, they are really just suggestions for improving standard shots. Without the photographer’s vision to bring something extra to the image, even the most picturesque horizons can be left looking like uninspired snapshots. To avoid a flat translation of vibrant surroundings, use emotion to guide you. There’s no doubt that taking in a scenic view can stir the soul—the work of Ansel Adams is proof of that. Being mindful of the vistas that inspire you and observing the details of even the most vast of views, can help you decide how to do them justice in a photograph.
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      Wild Blue
    


    
      The elements of color, texture and light are all that are needed to tell the story of a landscape. Although some patience might be involved in waiting for the right light, unlike portraits of people, scenic shots like this can be captured with virtually no coaxing. Even still they conjure up all kinds of emotion.
    


    
       
    


    
      Shutter Sisters’ Blog, by Stephanie
    


    
      [image: X-EMOT-StephanieCRober_opt.png]The elements of color, texture and light are all that are needed to tell the story of a landscape. Although some patience might be involved in waiting for the right light, unlike portraits of people, scenic shots like this can be captured with virtually no coaxing. Even still they conjure up all kinds of emotion.
    


    
      There are certain moments in time when you can feel the intensity of Mother Nature—the weight of her breath and the boom in her voice.
    


    
      Severe storms and a string of tornadoes danced across the southeast on Mother’s Day morning, 2008. And as my husband and I ventured home from a weekend trip to the coast, her devastating effects humbled us. Elderly trees had been uprooted from the earth. Pines arbitrarily snapped, their branches littering the roads and swaying from power lines. A crumpled barn. A tin roof wedged within a stately oak. As we slowed our pace through the small rural town, I quickly pulled out my camera on instinct to capture the moment.
    


    
      As we continued to journey home, I realized that much of my joy in photography is capturing the beauty of Mother Nature and her precious doings (and sometimes undoings) that pave the way for new life. New blooms. Plump raindrops. Aging leaves drenched with color. Thick blades of grass. I like the way she sprinkles light like gems on water, how she breathes life into leaves as they whisper in her wind. And I love that she restores peace to the sky without fail and sets the sun to rest.
    


    
      

    


    
      Approach
    


    
      What you bring both artistically and emotionally in your approach can manipulate your landscape images into rousing works of art.
    


    
      Looking at a picturesque landscape and capturing it effectively in a photograph can be a challenging proposition. Pointing and shooting will rarely get images like those found on postcards. Unless you are chasing down the sun, you will usually have time (and should take time) to contemplate the shot and plan a photographic strategy. Composition, light, color, perspective, vision, mood, and mindful reflection can all play together to bring life to your photography. Likewise, the tools of the trade you choose to use are of equal importance in translating and capturing captivating landscape shots.
    


    
      Wide-angle focal lengths can distort landscape shots in such a way as to add visual interest to a scene that might otherwise translate into a rather average picture. The shorter the focal length (like 16mm, in comparison to 50mm), the wider the angle and the more potential for distortion. This is especially true as your subject gets closer and closer.
    


    
      [image: 062-birdwings-EMOT-aw_opt.png]
    


    
      Flight of Fancy, by Andrea
    


    
      When you see an image taken with a fisheye lens, you recognize it by its impossibly wide, distorted angle. You can see a much more subtle distortion around the edges of Andrea’s seagull shot. With her wide-angle lens, she shot straight up toward the bird to capture this arresting skyscape. Everything in this shot from the bird to the clouds is pleasingly in sharp focus because her aperture was set at 11.0, which allows for a deep depth of field.
    


    
      Set It!
    


    
      ISO: 100
    


    
      Exposure: 1/400 sec
    


    
      Aperture: 11.0
    


    
      Focal Length: 18mm
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      Cold Season, by Kate
    


    
      Interpreting the landscape using weather to guide you is an opportunistic approach to photographic storytelling. Depending on the season, Mother Nature dictates the elements at hand (quite literally), and sets the tone—even the mood—so you can pick up the cues and use them to create expressive imagery. Kate’s stark and barren winter trees offer a harsh beauty that tells the story of a long, cold winter, and how patiently we must remain, arms to the sky, waiting for the warmth of spring.
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      Cityscape
    


    
      The Lensbaby Super Wide Angle Conversion lens creates even more surreal images. The normally straight lines of the horizon curve and cityscapes become curiously dizzying. It’s this unexpected perspective of a scenic view that helps elevate ordinary landscapes into extraordinary works of photographic art.
    


    
      Shoot It!
    


    
      To achieve the unique effects shown in the two images above, consider a Lensbaby lens. For more details about Lensbaby and accessories, visit www.lensbaby.com.
    


    
      

    


    
      Perspective
    


    
      How you view a landscape is a matter of a perspective that is unique to you. Your challenge is to bring that vision into your photographs.
    


    
      It’s often said that “it’s all in the way you look at it.” Nothing can be more true when we’re talking about good photography. Creating unique and memorable images of landscapes is a conscious choice—it’s all in how you choose to frame the scene before you in your viewfinder. There is always a reason you are compelled to take a picture. If you remind yourself of what delighted you about the scene in the first place, you’ll be better able to create a more compelling photograph.
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      Roads Less Traveled
    


    
      Road trips will inevitably offer amazing vistas and breathtaking views. Shooting through the windshield can yield surprising results. A great sunset is a perfect example. Since it only lasts a few minutes, you don’t have to set up a perfect shot from an ideal location to capture it with your lens (you won’t always have time!). Shooting on the fly through the windshield, you’ll get a unique image that will also be part of the context and memory of the road trip itself. Jen’s shot is the view of the road that stretched out before her, while my shot is a reflection of the sunset behind me.
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      “The Bean” at Night, by Sarah
    


    
      Sometimes stumbling across an unexpected element against a familiar landscape can spark an interesting image. Case in point: Sarah’s shot of the popular outdoor art installation, Anish Kapoor’s Cloud Gate (affectionately called “The Bean”) in Chicago. The shape and reflective surface of this huge landmark is nothing less than bewildering and yet so beautiful. Shooting at night accentuated the sparkle of the city in reflection, and Sarah’s deep focal length and long shutter speed brings enough ambient light to illuminate the shot and a defined star-shaped flare from the lights in the distance. She had to set her camera on the ground to keep the dragging shutter from blurring the shot, keeping the resulting image perfectly sharp, with the inclusion of the graphic foreground. The warm black-and-white processing helps distill the wonder of the scene, with no distracting colors to take away from the majestic and otherworldly spectacle.
    


    
      Set It!
    


    
      ISO: 400
    


    
      Exposure: 10 sec
    


    
      Aperture: 18
    


    
      Focal Length: 11mm
    


    
      Flash Used: No
    


    
      Shoot It!
    


    
      Scout out a night shot you’d like to capture. Use the camera settings Sarah used. Place the camera on the ground and shoot it. Sarah often uses her self-timer for these kinds of shots to minimize any movement on the camera. Once you set the timer and focus on your scene you can quickly and carefully set the camera down on the ground before the shutter clicks. If you get too much foreground, try propping your lens up a bit with any small, stable object you can find to put under the lens.
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      “The Bean” in the Daylight, by Karen
    


    
      This image by Karen features the same subject, but gets a completely different (although equally engaging) result. This time, the reflective surface of “The Bean” in daylight excites us, stirs our imagination, and piques our curiosity. It’s the same skyline, but from a different perspective!
    


    
      Shoot It!
    


    
      The reflective surface is creatively used to mirror back the elements of the landscape. The repetition of the tall trees creates a strong and effective composition. In addition, the curve of “The Bean” (which here almost looks like a bubble) is used to effectively break up the frame in a way that creates even more visual interest. By cropping in close and not giving the image much context, it’s even more curious a scene.
    


    
      

    


    
      Composition
    


    
      Distilling the key elements you’d like to feature from your landscape and then deliberately arranging them in the frame will give your shot greater impact.
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      Blowing in the Breeze
    


    
      A vast and expansive sky boasting billowy clouds will often beg to be captured with the sky as the focus, consuming most of the frame. In the case of this Amish countryside the clouds steal the show, but the interest of the brightly-colored laundry blowing in the breeze brings your eye back down to earth and at the same time supports the vastness of the sweeping sky. Compositionally, this keeps the eye in the frame as it wanders from sky to earth to sky again.
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      Upon Reflection
    


    
      Often when you ponder a view, you’ll discover something you may have otherwise missed. In this image, the combination of low tide and an overcast sky provided a reflective pool just large enough to mirror most of the distant rock, and the soft light through the clouds. The landscape went from beautiful to breathtaking with just that simple twist of fate, allowing a unique landscape shot to come together.
    


    
      Shoot It!
    


    
      Experiment with the placement of your horizon line. Find a landscape you can practice on and shoot it in a variety of ways—a lot of sky, a lot of earth, split in the middle, or even a tilt. See how the mood of the images changes with each approach.
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      Rolling Hills
    


    
      Scale is an important concept to consider when shooting a vast scene. Upon first glance, a landscape photograph might not deliver the impact it offers in real life. Finding something that clearly defines its scale can make all the difference and paint a picture with impact.
    


    
      See It!
    


    
      While both the complementary colors and the lovely lilting curve of the horizon add interest here, it's the tiny tree that grabs our attention. Although it appears small in the frame, the viewer knows trees like this are huge and therefore gets a more accurate idea of how vast this scene really is.
    


    [image: 067-bikeinsun-EMOT-aw_opt.png]


    
      Summer Daze
    


    
      Although it might be your first instinct, the horizon line doesn’t have to be held perfectly horizontal in the frame. Lines are strong, graphic elements that can either add to a shot or distract from it. A tilt of the camera can create a diagonal that can quickly and effectively add impact to a more conventional approach. In this shot of my daughter with her bike, there are so many lines working together that they seem to almost soften one another as they slowly slope down, the street almost mimicking the path and the hill. If I’d composed the shot differently (for example, cutting the frame horizontally in half with the lines), it would have lost its creative impact and appeal.
    


    
      

    


    
      Lighting
    


    
      Beyond the beauty of the landscape alone, the right light will enlighten any vista. Observing the light throughout the day will help you decide when to shoot.
    


    
      Since images of landscapes often don’t include people and thus cannot rely on facial expression for their narrative, they need other elements to tell their stories. Beyond good compositional elements, the light is the main tool you have for sculpting and painting the landscapes before you. Time of day, seasons, and weather are among the natural elements that play into how you can use light for picture-perfect landscape photography.
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      Greener Pastures, by Andrea
    


    
      When shooting wide landscape shots, it’s not always easy to expose the entire scene properly. Depending on the scenario, what part of the frame you are exposing for will vary. When there is a subject within your landscape (people or otherwise), quite often your subject and your background will be lit very differently, so you’ll have to choose what part of the image is most important to expose for. In Andrea’s shot of a friendly cow, the low light behind her shone directly on the cow at the same strength as it did on the background, offering a matching exposure so the entire frame is perfectly lit.
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      California Dreaming
    


    
      A bright sky can definitely throw your exposure off and when shooting a portrait against it, it can cast harsh, unwanted shadows on your subject. Using a fill flash is one way to remedy these issues. A flash will light up your subject and can help match up the exposure of your foreground to match a brightly lit background.
    


    
      Shoot It!
    


    
      Although using your flash in the sun might feel like overkill, try using it as a fill light. Find a picturesque background that’s illuminated by the sun, allow your subject to remain in the light (harsh shadows and all), and shoot with your flash on. You’ll probably have to override your auto settings to do it. Even small on-camera flashes can work as fill lights if you’re close enough to your subject. It’s a fun and easy technique that will keep your summer shots sunny.
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      Blue Moon
    


    
      Shooting at the last light of day can work surprisingly well for landscape shots. Long, timed exposures yield compelling results that are easier to achieve than in portraiture. For long exposures, a tripod works well to keep your shot blur free, but it’s easy to create an instant tripod by simply setting your camera on any still surface. For this shot, I steadied my camera on a large driftwood log. The dim light offered a monochromatic palette of blues as the moon shone high above and the sun had all but gone for the night.
    


    
      See It!
    


    
      The blue cast of this shot sets the mood. The glow of the moon’s ambient light created a natural vignette around it that makes it appear that the moon itself is being well cared for. A gentle tilt of the horizon line accentuates the tenderness of the shot by creating a cradle-like shape below. A mix of all of these elements combined with the foreground of subtle sand dunes, soft and out of focus, makes this shot feel otherworldly.
    


    
      

    


    
      Details
    


    
      Paying attention to some of the more subtle details, no matter how vast your horizon, will help hone your eye and add interest and depth to your landscape shots.
    


    
      When thinking of landscape shots, large, wide-angled expanses often come to mind. A deep focal length with everything in focus is the rule of thumb, as the landscape mode of any camera will dictate. But you don’t have to follow the rules (or even use the landscape mode!) when trying to create an impact with your horizon shots. In fact, taking notice of the little things and breaking the rules a bit can free you up from what you think you should be shooting—and can encourage you to dream up even more creative images. The way you see the details of your surroundings is what makes our vision unique and, quite often, your photographs memorable.
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      The Path to Enlightenment
    


    
      Using a shallow depth of field with a deliberate focal point (or sweet spot) allows a different interpretation. Whether or not you want to walk this path is more of a question. There is a mysterious feeling to this shot, accentuated by the lack of focus in the distance. There’s an uncertainty about it and yet, with the light streaming in, illuminating the golden ground ahead, it still beckons.
    


    
      Set It!
    


    
      ISO: 400
    


    
      Exposure: 1/800 sec
    


    
      Aperture: 2.5
    


    
      Focal Length: 50mm
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      Infinity and Beyond
    


    
      Although a shot of soaring mountains in the distance can be breathtaking, sometimes the details of a landscape are just as compelling. Here, it’s the texture of the field of flowers in the foreground that makes us swoon. Getting down on the level of your subject and shooting across the top of something like this can offer an illusion that the flowers stretch on infinitely. The focus is only on a small area, bringing out the intricacies of the wildflowers without taking away from the infinite perspective of the shot. Some of the foreground and all of the background is thrown out of focus with a shallow depth of field.
    


    
      Shoot It!
    


    
      Get down low and shoot across your subject. If it’s a gravel path or a field of flowers, your low perspective will make it interesting. Use a shallow depth of field and focus on something you find interesting or intriguing. The background will get soft, but by shooting across your image (down on its level) you can achieve the feeling that the horizon stretches on and on.
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      Sweater Weather, by Karen
    


    
      Images of paths and walkways lure us in, and make us want to walk the road, to meander, to stroll. Karen’s shot of a leaf-strewn walkway, captured with a deep depth of field, makes a fall day come alive. The textures of leaves crackle underfoot and the vibrant colors speak a story of the season. This is a road you want to travel, and in its vividness and clarity, it seems possible to step right into the scene. Don’t forget a sweater.
    


    
      

    


    
      Processing
    


    
      Digital enhancement can help you elevate the scenery of your shots to better represent what your eye saw when you snapped the shutter.
    


    
      With all the freedom of the new digital darkroom, it’s hard not to get overwhelmed by the many possibilities for image transformation. The idea of manipulating images into extraordinary works of art can be seductive. With the click of a button, your basic color image can be altered to be sepia, black and white, vintage, or washed in every hue of an artist’s palette. Although the possibilities are endless, you don’t have to change the image substantially to make it great. In fact, sometimes the smallest changes can enhance the imagery of landscapes to their utmost potential. From sweeping transformations to small tweaks, the horizon has never looked more promising. On the other hand, drastic alterations can yield extraordinary results.
    



OEBPS/Images/image-2.png





OEBPS/Images/058-planewing-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-karen-blue-smil_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-jenlemen_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-StephanieCRober_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/072-fieldflowers-EMOT-_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-PaigeBalcer_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/071-hollandpark-EMOT-a_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/image-1.png





OEBPS/Images/image.png





OEBPS/Images/Screen-shot-2010-11-08-at-13.57.31.png





OEBPS/Images/X_ILEXlogoNEW_02colorBG_Bk.png
[ Soe

ILEX





OEBPS/Images/mzl_bptijbao100.png





OEBPS/Images/063-skyscrapper-EMOT-a_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/mzl100.png





OEBPS/Images/064-sunset-EMOT-aw_opt.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-traceyclark_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/062-birdwings-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/149-piggyback-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/063-wintertree-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-andrea-camera_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/058-wildblue-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/066-reflection-EMOT-aw_opt.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/065-daybean-EMOT-aw_opt.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/066-washingline-EMOT-a_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/064-rearview-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/065-nightbean-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-maile_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/069-moon-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-irene-cc_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/070-path-EMOT-aw_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-portrait_KateIn_opt.png
AR





OEBPS/Images/068-cowpetaluma-EMOT-a_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/X-EMOT-Sarah-Ji_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/069-hoodie-EMOT-aw_opt.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/067-rollinghills-EMOT-_opt.png





OEBPS/Images/067-bikeinsun-EMOT-aw_opt.png





