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My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct


my prayer unto thee, and will look up.


PSALM 5:3KJV



Introduction


THE KEY TO LIVING YOUR best life starts with how you approach every new morning, because today is the only day you have. You can’t do anything about the past, and you don’t know what the future holds. But when you wake up in the morning, you can make up your mind to do your best to enjoy your day. You’re not going to allow what does or doesn’t happen to steal your joy and keep you from God’s abundant life.


Don’t start your day off by feeling guilty about yesterday or recalling all the mistakes you made. Rather, when you make mistakes, simply ask God for forgiveness and then move on, confident that the moment you ask, God forgives you. You are ready for a great present and a bright future.


Get up every morning and receive God’s love and mercy and the power of His Word for your life. Start your day with God by saying, “Father, I thank You that this is going to be a great day. I thank You that I have discipline, self-control; that I make good decisions. I may not have done all that I could have yesterday, but that day’s gone. I’m going to get up and do better today.”


These devotions are written to inspire ardent love and worship to God. While they are not meant to replace your personal time with God, it is my desire that the readings will be keys you can use to unlock doors leading a fuller life. I hope they will be a springboard to help you draw nearer to God and to help you overcome the obstacles that might keep you from living your best life now.


Your life can be transformed and renewed as you allow God’s Word to refresh and to reshape your thinking, speaking, and daily activities. Allow the Scriptures to speak to you. Be still and listen to what God is saying to you. No matter where you are or what challenges you face, you can start to enjoy your life right now!



JANUARY 1


Unpack Your Dreams


For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland.


ISAIAH 43:19 NLT


WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO with your life? If you could write your best life story this morning, what would it say? Is your first reaction to see and describe yourself in terms of past experiences or present limitations, more in terms of losing or just surviving rather than fulfilling your dreams?


If you’ve packed away your dreams, dare to unpack them today and ask God to rekindle them in your heart and mind. It’s time to enlarge your vision. He wants to pour out His far and beyond favor on you (see Ephesians 2:7). He wants to do big things and new things in your life.


JANUARY 2

We Serve a Great God

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

JEREMIAH 29:11

YOU MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED adversity or trials in your past. Perhaps you’ve had more than your share of setbacks and heartaches. But today is a brand-new day. It is time to stretch your faith and pursue the excellence that God has placed in your heart. It is time to break out of the “barely get by” mentality, to become the best you can be, not merely average or ordinary, for the rest of your life.

We serve the Most High God, and His dream for your life is so much bigger and better than you can even imagine. Never settle for a small view of God. Start thinking as God thinks. Think big. Think increase. Think abundance. Think more than enough!


JANUARY 3

With God on Your Side

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all— how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

ROMANS 8:31–32

GOD IS CONSTANTLY trying to plant new seeds in your heart. He’s trying to fill you with so much hope and expectancy that the seed will grow and bring forth a tremendous harvest.

Never allow negative thinking to keep you from God’s best. If you will get in agreement with God, this can be the greatest time of your life. With God on your side, you cannot possibly lose. He can make a way when it looks as though there is none. He can open doors that no one can shut. He can cause you to be at the right place, at the right time. He can supernaturally turn your dreams into reality.


JANUARY 4

Stretch Your Faith

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

ROMANS 1:17 KJV

PERHAPS WE HAVE A GOAL to break a bad habit, to lose some weight, or to pay off our credit cards. At first, we’re so excited and we go after it! But over time, we get lazy; we get complacent. Maybe we see a little improvement, but then we get comfortable right where we are. Where we are may not be a bad place, but we know it’s not where we’re supposed to be. We’re not stretching our faith. We’re not pursuing the excellence that God has placed in our hearts.

Maybe you’ve been coasting lately, thinking that perhaps you’ve reached your limits. You’re not stretching your faith. You aren’t believing for an increase. No, don’t stop halfway; go on up to the top of your mountain. Believe God for more.


JANUARY 5

Step Out of Your Comfort Zone

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

HEBREWS 11:8

PEOPLE WHO SEE THEIR DREAMS come to pass are people who have some resolve, some backbone; people who refuse to settle for somewhere along the way. Abraham, one of the Old Testament heroes of faith, obeyed God and followed Him all the way to the Promised Land of abundance in Canaan. Abraham’s father, however, stopped along the way and settled in Haran (see Genesis 11:31), feeling it was good enough but missing out on God’s best.

Don’t fall into a complacency trap. It doesn’t take any more effort to stay filled with faith than it takes to develop a negative attitude. Dare to step out of your comfort zone today. God has so much more in store. Keep pursuing and keep believing.


JANUARY 6

Don’t Stop Now

Terah took his son Abram, . . . and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there.

GENESIS 11:31

WHY DID TERAH STOP THERE? No doubt it was difficult traveling with his flocks, herds, family members, and all of their possessions four thousand years ago. Finally, Terah said, “I can’t go any farther. I know this isn’t the Promised Land, but let’s just settle here; it’s good enough.”

Maybe like Abraham’s father you’ve already settled halfway, and you’ve gotten comfortable where you are. I’m challenging you to pull up your stakes, pack your tents, get your belongings, and start moving forward. You are made for more than good enough. Enlarge your vision! You may have had a delay, but that’s okay; you can begin again this very morning.


JANUARY 7

Expand Your Horizons

Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.

PSALM 31:24

PERHAPS WE STARTED WITH big dreams in our hearts—we’re going to excel in our careers, excel as parents, excel in our walks with God. We get started, but then things get difficult, and achieving our goals doesn’t happen as quickly as we had hoped. Discouragement sets in, and we start to give up.

Look yourself in the mirror and say, “I am not going to settle for mediocrity. Nothing may be going my way right now, but I’m going to trust God to help me expand my horizons and keep believing for all that He has for me. I’m going to make it.” Focus on your goal, set your course, and have the attitude, I’m going to reach my full potential in God. I’m going to start living my best life now!


JANUARY 8

Get a New Vision

Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember?

MARK 8:18

HOW’S YOUR SPIRITUAL VISION this morning? Are you focusing on your problems, on what you can’t do, on what you can’t have? The barrier is in your mind. It’s not God’s lack of resources or your lack of talent that holds you back. It’s simply because you are focused on the wrong things.

Your vision of who you are and what you can become has a tremendous impact in your life. You need to start allowing God to use your imagination to build you up, to help you accomplish your dreams. In other words, keep things in front of you that you want to see come to pass. Take out the paintbrush of faith, hope, and expectancy and begin painting a bright future on the canvas of your heart.


JANUARY 9

See Yourself Rising

The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

MATTHEW 6:22–23 NASB

EACH OF US HAS A PICTURE of ourselves in our imaginations. That “self-image” is similar to a thermostat in a room. It sets the standard at which you will function. You will never consistently rise higher than the image you have of yourself, and you will never accomplish things that you don’t first see yourself accomplishing.

If you can learn to look at life through your eyes of faith and start seeing yourself rising to new levels—seeing yourself accomplishing your dreams, receiving more, giving more, loving more, and enjoying life, seeing your family serving God—you’ll experience God’s blessings and favor.


JANUARY 10

Focus on Your Goals

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn.

ISAIAH 51:1

WE PRODUCE WHAT WE continually keep in front of us. If you focus on an image of success in your mind, you’re going to move toward success, but if you see yourself as barely getting by, your marriage getting worse, your health going downhill, then most likely your life will gravitate toward those negative situations.

Your vision, what you see, has a tremendous impact in your life. We need to quit allowing our imaginations to keep us beaten down. Instead, let’s start allowing God to use our imaginations to build us up. In other words, keep the goals you want to see come to pass in front of you. That image will set the limits for your life.


JANUARY 11

Eyes of Faith

Then the LORD took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!”

GENESIS 15:5 NLT

WHY DID GOD TELL ABRAHAM to go out and look at the stars after He promised he was going to be the father of many nations? Because God knew Abraham needed to get a picture of it in his mind. Abraham and Sarah were old and childless, and in the natural, it was an impossible situation. But whenever Abraham looked up at the stars, he was reminded of God’s promise. He began to see the promise through eyes of faith.

You can’t give birth to a dream you have not first conceived. You must conceive it on the inside through your eyes of faith before it will come to pass on the outside. Change what you’re seeing, and you will change what you’re producing.


JANUARY 12

Break the Curse

So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

NUMBERS 21:9

DO YOU KNOW YOUR FAITH can function negatively just as easily as it will function positively? For instance, if your family has a long history of sickness and disease, don’t sit back and see yourself the same way: “Well, I guess this is my lot in life.”

No, you—more than anybody else—need to start developing a new picture. You need to see yourself as strong, healthy, and living a long, satisfied life. You can be the one to break that curse of ill health. But the first thing you must do is change the image you have of yourself on the inside. Get a new vision. Make sure your eyes are filled with light.


JANUARY 13

The Value of Memories

When you see the tassels, you will remember and obey all the commands of the LORD instead of following your own desires and defiling yourselves, as you are prone to do.

NUMBERS 15:39 NLT

I LIKE TO PUT THINGS IN FRONT of me that remind me of good times in the past, while expanding my vision for better experiences in the future. I suggest you consider putting things up in your home or office that build your faith—perhaps photos that bring back good memories or show you living life to the full. When you look at those pictures, don’t just say, “I wish I was still that happy,” or, “I wish I could still fit in that size dress.”

No, let the image sink deep down inside you. Don’t let the good things God has done in your life slip away. To produce it on the outside, you must first picture it on the inside.


JANUARY 14

Keep God’s Word Visible

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. . . . Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

DEUTERONOMY 6:6–8, 9

TO BUILD YOURSELF UP SPIRITUALLY and keep you filled with faith, you may benefit from decorating your home with Scripture verses. On the bathroom mirror or where you get dressed, place Scriptures such as “I can do all things through Christ” or “This is the day the Lord has made.” On the refrigerator, remind yourself, “God always causes me to triumph.” At the back door, place the truth “God’s favor is surrounding me like a shield” or “Goodness and mercy are following me today.” Put up things that help you to have a big vision for your life.


JANUARY 15

Renew Your Attitude

Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.

MATTHEW 9:17

HAVE YOU ASSUMED THAT you’ve reached your limits in life, that you will never be more successful or do something meaningful or enjoy the good things in life that you’ve seen others enjoy? Sad to say, you are exactly right . . . unless you are willing to change your thinking and start believing for something bigger.

Interestingly, when Jesus wanted to encourage His followers to enlarge their visions, He reminded them, “You can’t put new wine into old wineskins.” He was saying that you cannot have a larger life with restricted attitudes. Today, will you stretch your faith and vision and get rid of those old negative mind-sets that hold you back?


JANUARY 16

Reach Out by Faith

For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well.” But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.”

MATTHEW 9:21–22 NKJV

ONE FELLOW WHOSE MARRIAGE was on the verge of dissolution told me, “Joel, I’ve been this way for a long time. Nothing good ever happens to me. I don’t see how my marriage can be restored. We’ve always had these problems.”

“Those wrong attitudes will keep you from receiving the good things God wants to pour out in your life,” I told him. “Stop dwelling on negative, destructive thoughts that keep you in a rut. Your life will change when you change your thinking.” God has so much more in store for him, and for you as well. If you want to see God’s far and beyond favor, you have to start believing it, seeing it, and speaking it.


JANUARY 17

Expect God’s Blessings

He did this that He might clearly demonstrate through the ages to come the immeasurable (limitless, surpassing) riches of His free grace (His unmerited favor) in [His] kindness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus.

EPHESIANS 2:7 AMP

GOD WANTS THIS TO BE THE BEST time of your life. But if you are going to receive this favor, you must enlarge your vision. You can’t go around thinking negative, defeated, limiting thoughts. Well, I’ve gone as far as my career will allow. Or, I’ve had this problem for so long; I guess it’s just a part of me.

To experience God’s immeasurable favor, you must start expecting His blessings. Start thinking bigger. Get rid of any old negative mind-set. If you will make room for increase in your own thinking, God will bring those things to pass. But God will not pour fresh, creative ideas and blessings into old attitudes.


JANUARY 18

Expect Great Things

Everything is possible for him who believes.

MARK 9:23

WITH GOD, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. Wrap your faith and heart around this truth this morning. Let the seeds God is placing in your life take root so they can grow. Expect God’s favor to help you break out of the ruts and rise to new heights. It can happen without a bank loan or having the right education. It can happen in spite of your past and what the critics are telling you.

You don’t have to be bound by the barriers of the past. Start making room in your thinking for what God has in store for you. Expect to excel in whatever you do. Allow that seed to take root. Get beyond the barriers of the past and expect God to do great things in your life.


JANUARY 19

By God’s Power

It shall be done to you according to your faith.

MATTHEW 9:29 NASB

THIS IS YOUR TIME FOR INCREASE. You may have been sick for a long time, but this is your time to get well. You may be bound by addictions and bad habits, but this is the time to be set free. You may be struggling financially, but this is the time for promotion. The key is to believe.

God is saying to you something similar to what the angel told the Virgin Mary—that she would conceive without knowing a man. In other words, God was saying it would happen through supernatural means. What He wants to do in your life is not going to be by your might or power. It’s going to be by His Spirit. The power of the Most High God shall come upon you and cause it to happen.


JANUARY 20

You Can Be It

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”

2 KINGS 2:9–10

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHET Elijah experienced numerous miracles, and his understudy, Elisha, witnessed many of them. In their final conversation, Elijah told Elisha, “If God allows you to see it, you can count on your request being granted”; but we can’t help but wonder if Elijah was also saying, “If you can see it, you can be it. If you can visualize it, seeing it through the screen of God’s Word with your ‘spiritual eyes,’ it can become a reality in your life.”

Remember, low expectations trap you in mediocrity; high expectations motivate and propel you to move forward in life.


JANUARY 21

Raise Your Level of Expectancy

Set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth.

COLOSSIANS 3:2 AMP

GOD IS EXTREMELY INTERESTED in what you see through your “spiritual eyes.” If you have a vision for victory in your life, you can rise to a new level. But as long as your gaze is on the ground instead of on your possibilities, you risk moving in the wrong direction and missing out on the great things God wants to do in and through you.

It is a spiritual as well as a psychological fact: we move toward what we see in our minds. Your life will follow your expectations. What you expect is what you will get. If you raise your level of expectancy, you will enlarge your vision. This could be the day you see your miracle.


JANUARY 22

The King of Kings

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9

YEARS AGO, A FAMOUS GOLFER accepted an invitation from the king of Saudi Arabia to play golf together for several days. After enjoying their time together, the king asked the golfer what he wanted as a gift—“anything you want.” The king insisted that he must be given something, so the golfer finally gave in and said, “Okay, fine. I collect golf clubs. Why don’t you give me a golf club?” Weeks went by, and the golfer imagined possibly receiving a solid gold putter or a diamond-studded sand wedge from the oil-rich king until a certified letter arrived. Inside he discovered a deed to a five-hundred-acre golf course in America.

Sometimes kings think differently than you and I think. And friend, we serve the King of kings. Dream accordingly!


JANUARY 23

Good Things Coming

Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

HEBREWS 11:1

IT’S IMPORTANT THAT YOU program your mind for success. If you dwell on positive thoughts, your life will move in that direction; if you continually think negative thoughts, you will live a negative life. If you expect defeat, failure, or mediocrity, your subconscious mind will make sure that you lose, fail, or sabotage every attempt to push above average.

You must think positive thoughts of victory, of abundance, of favor, of hope. Each day, you must choose to live with an attitude that expects good things to happen to you. Start your day with faith and set your mind in the right direction, then go out expecting the favor of God. Expect to excel in your career and rise above life’s challenges. Believe God for a great future. You have good things coming!
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