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      Alexander McCall Smith is the author of over eighty books on a wide array of subjects. For many years he was Professor of
         Medical Law at Edinburgh University and served on national and international bioethics bodies. Then in 1999 he achieved global
         recognition for his award-winning series The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, and thereafter has devoted his time to the writing
         of fiction, including the 44 Scotland Street and the Isabel Dalhousie series. His books have been translated into forty-six
         languages. He lives in Edinburgh with his wife, Elizabeth, a doctor.
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      The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency: How It All Began

      
      When I wrote the final line of The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency some fifteen years ago, I thought that I was saying goodbye to Mma Ramotswe and her friends. I remember the circumstances in which I wrote that final line: in a house in a small village outside Montpelier in France. It was a summer’s afternoon, and the Mediterranean sun streaming in through the window had made the surface of my desk uncomfortably warm. I stood up and went downstairs to report to my wife and daughters that my work was over. It was not, of course: it was just beginning. A decade and a half later, I have just
         written the fourteenth volume in the series. My conversation with Mma Ramotswe, Mma Makutsi and Mr J. L. B. Matekoni has been a long one indeed.
      

      
      Many projects have their origin in some entirely accidental event. In the case of The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, it was a lunch in Edinburgh with Professor Tom Tlou. Tom, Botswana’s most distinguished historian, and a man with a great
         talent for friendship, invited me to Botswana to help the university there set up a new law programme. Although I had spent
         a large part of the previous year working at the University of Swaziland, I was released by my own university to undertake
         this task. So I went to live in Botswana for a short time, unaware that this decision would eventually lead to my life’s taking
         a very different course from the one I had imagined. But then that is the case with so many of our decisions; we make them
         with no idea of how significant they may prove to be.
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